VULTURES AND THE CARCASS

Alex Gunesekera

One wonderb why, deSpute the vre'lt denl of wrmcrmg of hands and the quiet gnashmg of
‘teeth, corruption marches on. Media coverage of the incidence of corruption has evoked no
positive action to eliminate it. Ask anyone, even the proverblal man on -the street,
Everyone will quote f‘lcts md f“ gures, recount ql;ones rumours and mcndents to assert its

prevn]ence. i

Corruption is on everyones lxps But ybu a'bk abott a'dbi)tiu'cr measure's to erddicate ;
corruption, you discover that people merely pay lip service to these. There are private:
murmurs about the evil of‘_cprruptlon and cover ups, but 10 public activism: against it.:
Clearly there 1is no agitation about thé need to ehmmute frand, kickbacks, brlbcry, i
nepotism, and illegal and undemocratic actions in public afTairs, One can almost ask whether -
rules that guide pubhc life exist at all. Are there recognised norms of good govemmeut gl

If there are; how-can corrupttou be rampant" And why do corrupt DT‘ICUCBS not outrage- S

public morahty 2

S [} the mmdence and even t.olerance of corruptlon i§ the prev‘lﬂmg mode of pubhc hi‘e in o
~ some quarters, ‘how do we exp]am public apathy ?- The perpetuation of 1Ileg1] mmwral il
undemocratxc actlous wrth nnpumty surely Cﬂ”b for 'm explanatmu ;

Corruptlon can be pervaswa because those in pomt:ons of power and pnvﬂeae are hnked o
- these malpractices: One could argue that if those in power protect and condone ‘these -
Aj_amalef'actors aren’t thebe by the same. token corruption ? The use of strong arm tactics,
- even acts of terror to preserve privilege ‘creates an environment of fear, submission and
i ‘blleuce The use of a secret police, -and death squads to silence criticism and protest,
;:'mduces both terror and apathy Such a regime is itself an embod:ment of carruptmn aud GERTCg

. uses vanous meanb to suppresa ‘and subvert the pubhc conscience: i i

£, Wlthout the meaus to exprebs pubhc criticism, w1thout the poasublhty of ’mtmﬂ on the
bablb of the mdw1duals conscience in ‘Parliament, without means for citizens’ and the_:’f'-'
- electors to, convey their criticism or ndignation through a member of Parliament, there is’
2, ‘method of voicing or organising criticism of public figures. The politicians now are not
gulded by democratlc norms of responmblhty and Accountability. Politics has become an
‘exercise in naked power, immune to public crltlusm PO]lthl.lIlb now have power but not

: __;;:‘-authonty = cer(:amly not Iecnttmate authorlty
- We have to ask ourselves where this state of’ aif‘fm-s 15 leadmg us to‘? We czhould pay heed:

'?”"'t,o poss1b1e unncceptab]e consequences i _ e
ar to delwer us from the ewls of corrupmon Fl]"bt the one
i o : already_ seen in the recent’ past 50 “called ]:berators who follow, undemocra'

-'fprqctme‘” ‘and get: themse]ves up as’the removers of corruption, ‘but at the pomt of agu

o -fWe have had enough of them.  The other’ possabthty liesin the armed forces, who may i
na corrupt pohhcmns and malpractices. ‘Though this possibility seems remc
the future ho]ds‘ Corruptlon could prowde the pretext

: ﬁTwo lnnds of mebsmhb may appe

ms who will take__.the "“t'.‘ @ airn
ntime our. dymcr émocramc somety is fast’ becoming"a carcas

it cave' ging hyenas 'talk'f_br putn se
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