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Hal & coatury aftar Annclices Kete. then o L3-year-uld 2id,
fled fram the (r2rman town ol Lasen 2 Dogland al the
cutlieak of the seeond World War w1 hecome the ooly
sirvivur of the Iodacanst in hor famile, a gronp of student:
Ieuamea achoul o Colegie Tixed hee a lisr of questinns. 'I'he
praviay day they Bl wialclied o screening of the film,
Vawioopion. The film, dirccted by one of Germany™s [oremost
.d{||::1_11'|'||::l'|T:'.|r:_.' dircernrs, Wichacl Lente, was bassd on
Aaielisse Karz's (now Aong Ranazinghe) childhood m
Eason. As their lash question te bz (he stodents askod
Aannaw iy dovow wan bt aboul the past?

Liy gyt &oF hoer avswser ta the guezscion, Hanasinghe recounled
an episnds thar tnolke place doring the Glming, of Clamle
L™ ikeny, Shoale. The filarhas g scotion on Chelmine.
the Folish sillupe whers Nax adomasicators: Killsd over
LN racn, eamnamoand children with engine exbuaust 10
epecially bulli lowries. The specd of the kiliing depended on
the sway the drivers contoellsd the spaines. Magy of thic
peaple smprisoned in the Jerries had not complemcly
suffocancd by che tirme the dover reaclisd the Beochow foress,
whea they weere thrown into pis and burnied, Rupasmzhe
tald the childszn:

Lanzmann had traced cne ol the drivers whi i Sesn i
chaspe of the larrizs in Chelmon whick eers gsad lorsissing
pecple — Toold vou carlisr thur my purenss died in one ol
these. Before Larzimann cocld imtervitw him the peigk boar
warnad bive: a0 e disappeired, aod Laneominm dolerisaesd
the neiehibooes instead

Hezald toa pood looking womon: ©Lwoender whdibes
v kneear wehoowour neighbor i

Stz zaid. "Hz is nvery food neighbor™

Lanzmann exked. Do sou koo what be il doeng
cwer?™

ahe said. “Thir deevo’t ioteres: me.”

Lavzmann sud. “Tie is respuosibie fov the deaths of
A0 Tews ™ and she ansvered with blinkings, "Lverytaaly
has his own osivace liks™

Anwonz whi hag [ived in big vily sl enconnrered the
anaryrnity that it allowes, knoiws that Lhe womii’s Gruswsr

12

“Huorehrdy has his own privers s epitomixes her post-
mndem lite and irs disintercsted approach w the validig: af
& largar hisrorical realioy apainat a personal woth, Inoother
weards, fhesoaman s crporienee, b fch, e nareative, er
pevsenl gaperviensy wth the Ieree dviver, in this cuse bis
o] perrhibouidy-oess”, subsumen] and discnnnmed hisrale
im i historicul marrative thot s sadndated by Tacts, Iooges and
micast impartantly lesthand weeounts 3015 nob band W plciece
this wall-grarmed woman shrigging her shodlders
poncinlantly aod saviuge o response loochiz parazeaph:
“Thal's whil thew zav, They could be Tee™,

A foow years agn, @ 23=vear-old 51 Lankan stodene i his
firsr vear ar a LK aniversioy whe had come homo for his
s Tolidlas s cantacted me ahenr possible soarces tor a
research paper TIe wite weriliog o teviziouist Tistosy of Hide™s
[ife, Thal swnimer, revisicnl=l aograplies of Hitler had
hecome oneof the hotlest controvensics i Bunepe wad the
LIS writh the release of Tie Dol 2 monvic dhonc tha Last
12 doavs of ilec’s Tite, The ditector, Oliver Hirschhicgzl,
had hazed the mavie primartly on the memer by Tlilecs
scovatary, Trandl Innge L5l the Final Hoxe: The Him wan
e Hamhirg Bamhi Prize for the hest Ceorman Gim al the
vearand a Forcign language film nomination at the Uscars.

a2k

The tilm “manized ™ Hitlen Ir shovwred a fochlz man. kind
o hus young female seceetaries, ovime fo his GGorman
shepherd. and ol of charm and chzmsme, I alse ocladed
most nl the main cheructers n ks le such a2 Eva Bravo
and the Gioebhelz, and partrayed cach ona’s hearthrocak and
pain aboul Tae ciher’s decision b conuol suicide and thair
lemp thscusstons om o Do conssenad e act Sane viewers of
the movie see the depravicy behind the enbive set-up wod the
man portrayed. [n any casc, who did wer e thar Hitler
and his afficors e hnman hoings? After atl, hasa't chut
abwavs beep e reql horroe behind the Halocanst: that: it
wis olamstely aboucilie Tevel O ceoelty thal ease human
being wielded oo another, epdorsed by o legilimate
iroeeTniment

Thie crilics wha opposed the maovie took izsoe not for its
portrayal of Tider ae o pacsoe bus Sor its fons on aspeces in
u biomraphy thet then de-smphasized e lacesr iopast of the
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subiects Hile on e waildd arouod biv To en aadience thar
iz welf-read. kesnty artined o the ouances behind the cvents
af the 2% World War, sucl @ anusis would havs been another
gppotiumity to.indecd, rovize, awd 2ive deplh o ther
undersianding of Hitler O the other e 10 an wodiznee
e up ol those sochas the vouig Sei Lickan studenl wha
had not aven read weacld histary Do secondury school. the
mowic providad a froandaticn foruatobelieve Ins awn one-
diraenzinnal rhesi= argaisment hat TIiler v ned teal bad.™
An equivalant cieaer lame wonld e dos: 60 pears [rom 1055
a imilar studenssay @ 23 yeal 2ld Brilisher ur anAamsrican)
sttempts & revisionisd pups oo e July ricls argging that the
poditical loaders of the eacly 30s were hurman beings. Or.
take it 1o the leongths that cevigianist storans have revised

tha Haloeanust, thar the "853 110ls wers. Tor instanes. o |

collective consprizacy of the Tanul pecpls Lo blackens the sud
pame of Lhe Sinhala peaple and & primarily Sinhade se
ERyEroenl.

el us American histnrian Arthur M. Schlesinge) Ti, wrilss
in s honks, The Cectes of Americon [listers;

s s i sgentizl carr of the pitczss by wlich
ity throush the posing ol mew problems and the
inwesiigativn ool e prssibiliviss snlorges it pecspactives
andenraehiog Ay usiglis!,

A Lorg for Day ioowhich Ranasinghe hus wncluded the
Charlopme sfudenes™ questions and Jer cesponses e Lhem oy
wiell as seveval ofher e3a43, wnst be plaved 10 s procesy
that Secilzgingor dosribes. 1o e esental and inevitahie
revigion nf narcatives, where the distance cregted by the
passaz ot rime makes i difficultlw enderstund ond perceive
an »veent and an exporizoce, A Long o Dee documetls at
firse hand, ome porse’s gougue sxperience of o hoemiying
hisporizal cicnr, its attermaiy au ber respanzs wocher world
alter that. It hoceomas & wital pullication because, as Dr
Lubishmi de Sibvu writes inthe pretacs, it also weludes:

oI SR A il sy s e BLius Llicppreche and Profesaoe
Faorsansd fears, Uarpprecht crovides & campact. incisive
vittw ol he ducker events oo Sri Tanks fron 1939 00 19349,
ingeraipeer with the cowrse of hor [Ranssinghe's] il
cireer, while Mdors' paper oot o0l aomchoegloe e
semsibive srploriiion but o celebeation of e prcize.. ..

In ochar sacds, Ranasughe s personal accuunts ars
substantiated and purhaoticated by bwo scholury throweh the
et cilans resewecly of ooe il the Bierury analveis af che
artlier, The bouk conlains severe] poems, a sioniticant
collection at that, se I'rol Murs annexcs the pocms Be

exurmnes i the ezzay al e end ol bis papze 1also iocludes
acveral of Ranasioghe's trunslations of Gorman poere wod
cRay s, mong the a foscioadnr accaune of che Tife of Oekiar
Schindlor which ehe tellivale ttles, “The Heraie N nn-hera, ™
The buok ulan highlights the uniqusness of Ranasinghe's
Lile She is the nnly Jow cesiding papminenily 50 Lunka,
“I lamded " she gavs;

Ome glevicas maroing [oe 1952 en an alimsst paradiziacal
inluod chat oeas graced Doy heishi serlizht, o calm 2l sca
and golden boesches; b lndscape CF brillianty covored
Bingsmms, vast statchieon paddy Loods, cocanor pieeaes. a
cenpel bl massil Gl werdant teo plantations, and a Legs
variery of s ponlinite shides ol avean. . The iauezdiaz
post-indepeidenze sl wis rich in sxeltament and the
spirivef advaalone.

Owner e coures of living in 8511 Lanka for alngast G0 y=ars.
shee walclied gne pehicul decision atrer aooflier Qryr thi:
Upruadiztacdl wland™ into thiee docades of civil war several
sunrencies and horrendons political violence, teaving her
wilh 8 5oL af cEperioncss and perceplions thac will never
b a parallel in rhe Tife of ooy ether Holncaust susviver.
Because of her partienlar experiencs we tesd hor poams
“Auechwiez trom Calombe™ e “July 1983 Becanse of har
centinueus grappling with e lose of her mothertonzue m
her as her primary means of wiiliog. ber wan ahthity o
tefuliabe ey way with perfeel sase frus one suetal group
speiking Lmglish fovanarher Sialede. and her life in 2 caunrry
thal by the eomecquenees of making the langoasc of the
majarity the official languaee, she leaves roaders acuisly
weenme aif the hewr essealial e wrillen word and adoeacian
wre, howe langusg: and enliiee deline o person and. b casils
Lhey ore mispssd,

bt Tl Flolecanst | oo vinses questions waich arc rclevan
po thosa o us vn vl e wrining urin the stody of Litcrar
education and the valucs e lvies . Adser 21 ha meieiless
burbuzizm for i the Fost bl ol ke 207 centurs woll e
rerncimherad speig ror counirics thor boasted of & geed
cultural benige ind Cbristian civitization: ...

covmider Mazizm lanpuass Wl o nesnivp o heee wards
ware misuged, twisted and sheapened il The uld
ce i livms weredestroved, Theos was & Ling o koo
asstmcd That o chiesical sinotion sonfeered ool ool
refivanzzal S pentent bt also sreaces understanding and
tleranze vof the bers comiFricon, ot 2eiually ac evideio:
Bas been foned e substontiate thiz. Do dhe contrars thens
WETE DTy i Ml Lurese whers insticumans of ighu
bz weelourned 19 Monstrous Oc% reginn.. .
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Thesiwshoat thie boul, Banasinehe ducuments ber experisnses
and afrompta tool2isen rhoburdtn on har consaicres.
Hooause, s she savs!

S

st b perhitpaaniuse sur wastog withprense olurgaocy

AITE ISR o] e ||'|r|r::|||:'::||'\-i|'.|'r-.' it ke ks s ol
e counter che poszibiity el ever ipvoeaiing derhness, Ueen
Ners; Gothe other zde el ibe worid trom Fhtlarleripe e
have Rad cuz own exprrigoces i dend sebelgmee o thesa
Lwurs,

Belund hife rgency ta dactiment b ander rocounter 15 the
juestion that pernsalss this buoak;

Hiweonn we tench the pemerations w come 0 [eel deesly
wocat theee deathethar the weorld was povaerless 1o preven|
ub ler i leroo chis s the 1l can be meesnied osbuy thir
e T A el

bz it possibic b mape ha i givon clear, substantistsd socounts
b g Bobacaist wistio or g snevivor that the Cormai-woman
speakine o Banemame 330 vears Lates orthe 23 woarold S
Linkan studend veriiiog aravizioonst Iisiore of Thilee will he
bl e eppatlivee dod feel e prain bebind e eaperience?
And sl posable i hope Wt v facd el relioesseus of
eaperieiee Diroagh Tearing oonra buslorical evesl than deose
Lt prenple anil thase sildeic peneratien would e be alile
o rangler thal leaening and stumd up againsl the ce-
arcearrence el o ranpe ol strnilar seeis were e b Libe
plavts i thetr by counlries: toprisons, echiden s leones,
in refopees camps, na neishbour's backyurd?

In 1088 Kanesimarhe returned e Essen lor e el s sinee
site e chie willuee i 1935, She retorned agan in P9846:
geoompanving Michaed Lents and big film croe:, She says:

Whitn a Grellugy ol qeestioned peapls Tin Bsscnl atrand im
cdwring the making ot iy Sl s owehat had happened to
iazic eraiwhile lewtizh Cellow cilizens amd Laped therr
somie duid they Aidn™ knowswhere, Ard some said
e Fows hod “oane away’ s butthey didn't know where

Aid goive laughcd and said oo of tham cie gassed 2ind
[ b B, digpees 0% isbndl insctod

g

GREFWLTE,

veanl g arn siensken
PSRt EETTE Sl T
Tha burden on the comaciones of & Fanasimrhe 12 nat amly
the: marden fectell the cxpericnec, botalso the Gar heavier
ke nenaicd g that came th Ranysinghie onhar visie o Clermany
in ’!:l“-iv
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I feli thal thers bep] Been e chungeein s behavioor and
athitids ol the Crermun penplz since | lefo 4 yoars carlizn

The heavizst burden an-anyona's comscicnos. in this casc
the > Lingering Wetzht on Germany's Conscienoe™ w5 ahe
Litlee U questivaes aind Ber answers wo the studentyin ok,
v posmbly the reslizution thas despite anespinsne amid svenc
el the erisprmitiacde of e Tlolocaust movernments and people
i Bowanshes or i Colambo, e in Dssen s coniinus 1o
peiliraie crwoes ol diffsrenl deorees, Jdriven pessibly by
sinlar dnlent St savs imher posen “Tuly [983Y

Foidp yodrs fator
Chtec s e thane o5 huriiing,
Thz g hr =k Wiondied . wialzaa sl adneal

And I-theaph relaied
Cinly By musringe—
el rvewe ]I oein vachiim und acevsed

Benwved by i, distance. and Bvine in o coompiebely dilTemenc
sucin-politicul envitommane, compaunded by ignoranes, Tamy

[ wounpeople cammar caniprsiend thecantexr thar Ld tothe
[“Huloowust. What 2lsz would mako a (rerman expodder, apanr

fromt @ warpad sonaz ot hurcan aske Ranasinghe ahy b
lather Cand the ethcr fows L did nor dofond themscive 37 g,
ona similar nofe, sttt possibic that scveral docades info
the Fooare, living in & mnre cquirahlz Sei Lankan zacicry that
a maive tronager would askoa parcar wihne the Tamil poapls
dide™t call T rhe police whan e malss armacked their haimgs
in luly "E37 Leaking rata fofurs suchy a5 s, v
cacannfared it in TR, Ranazinghe does the ool thioe Lefi (s
e She talks abonc the past amd the preset,

Ranazinzhe reporrs dvents, an the suslce as dellereul [roun
anesannthe as A Fooep Bor Dee when e Beseive Police
Bamalian 1070, the Cerman Oaler Police that opaiaizd-in
Prland, romnded apeoves: and shar themy in s -head o the
dosziow markerplace and rive llack veked o the gart 1ol
e the mad and cogldn 't risc inospise of the sricks "Plzad
Maorey -Salde salfth Brgeamio Subin. Tathe "

She wiriies Swhil b e be saad .

Endnote
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