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IN DEATH, IMPERIALISM LIVES ON

Jeremy Seabrook

he number of fishing hoats from Sumatea, St Lankaand

Tamil Madu at sea when the Boxing Day tsumani hit will
never be known, There is scarcely any pu:ruiiu'mn gallv af the
crowded coasts. Nameless people are consigned w unmarked
graves; inmosques and lemples, makeshift mortuarits, peaple pull
qside a-cloth, & piece of sacking, to see if those tacy leved lie
neneath. As in all nutueal disasters, the victims are ovenwhe tininghy
the poorest.

Thistime thers was semething different. 1 he tsunami struck resurls
where westerners were on holiday. For the westem muedia, it wis
clear that their lives have a differsnt order af imp | anee from (hose
that have disd in thousands, but have ne knoy + didaraphy. and,
apparently, no intelligibl tongue inwhich to express their feclings
This is not 1o diminish the trauma of Toss ol life, whether of tourist
ar Fishcrman. But when we distinguish between “locals™ who have
died and westemers, “locals” all to0 easily becomes 2 supheniism
for what were onee referred 1o as natives. Whatever TOUrism’s
merits, it risks reinforeing the imperial sensibilin

For this sensibiliny has already been reawakened by all the human-
made, preventable catasirophes. The ruins of Galle and Bandar
Acch called forth images of Falluje, Mosul and Gaza Imipertal
pivwers, 1t swems, anticipate the dectruetive capacily of nalure. A
repaer On 1T nows made thie explicil, by referring to “natura’s
shock and awe.” [3ut while the tsunami death toll rises in
anonymous thousands, in lraq disdainful American authoritics dan't
do body counts, One of the most poignant sights of recent days
was that of westerners overcome with gratitude that Lhey had been
helped by those whi had lost everything. but still regarded them
a5 guests. When these same people sppearin the Wist, they becomy
the interloper. the unwanted migrant. the asylum geaheer, wihin should
g back to whero they belong,

A globalisarion thal permits the weslthy Lo pass efforilessly through
barders confines the poor Lo an mpoverishment thist segms have
no end. People rarely say that poor counires ars swamped by
visitors, even though their money power pre-cmpls the best prpdace,
the clean watet and dmenitics unknown fo the indigenous
population.

in death there should be no hiemrchy. Bur even as Sri Laskens
wandered in numb disbelief through the canpses. British TV ViCwirs
were being wamed that scenes that they were ghoul Lo witness
might distrass them, What are the daily visitations of gricf and loss
in plages where penple eamn less in & year than the price tat
privilege pays for anight's stay ina five-star holel?

Western governments, which can disbarse so lavishly inthe urt of
war, offer a few million as if il were exceptional farzesse.
Fortunately the people are wiser: and the spinlancous ou Lpauriags
of humanity have been as unsiopnahle as the waves that broke on
sonth Asia’s coasts: donations rapidly exceeded the ameount uffered
b government. Selflessness and sacrifice, penple working away
at rubble with bare handa, suggest immediate human solidarities.

Such events remind s of the sameness of our human destiny, the
fragility of our existence, They place in perspective the meaning
ol security, LIfe is always gt the raerey of nature - whether from
such overwhelming sveits as this, or the {nevitshiling of death. Yol
we mhabit systems of scvial and economic injustics that expoerhate
the insecurity of the poor, while the west is prepared to lay wasie
distunt towns and cities in the name of & seeurity that, in the end,
eludes usall.

Assertions of aur commaon humanity sccur anly at times ol preat
loss. Too hoid on to it at all other times - thal would b2 something
of worth to salvage thess scenes of desolation,

Courtesy, (Tuardion Weekly 7=13 Fan 2005

16

POLITY




	001.pdf (p.1)
	002.pdf (p.2)
	003.pdf (p.3)
	004.pdf (p.4)
	005.pdf (p.5)
	006.pdf (p.6)
	007.pdf (p.7)
	008.pdf (p.8)
	009.pdf (p.9)
	010.pdf (p.10)
	011.pdf (p.11)
	012.pdf (p.12)
	013.pdf (p.13)
	014.pdf (p.14)
	015.pdf (p.15)
	016.pdf (p.16)
	017.pdf (p.17)
	018.pdf (p.18)
	019.pdf (p.19)
	020.pdf (p.20)
	021.pdf (p.21)
	022.pdf (p.22)
	023.pdf (p.23)
	024.pdf (p.24)
	025.pdf (p.25)
	026.pdf (p.26)
	027.pdf (p.27)
	028.pdf (p.28)
	029.pdf (p.29)
	030.pdf (p.30)
	031.pdf (p.31)
	032.pdf (p.32)
	033.pdf (p.33)
	034.pdf (p.34)
	035.pdf (p.35)
	036(1).pdf (p.36)
	037.pdf (p.37)
	038.pdf (p.38)
	039.pdf (p.39)
	040.pdf (p.40)
	041.pdf (p.41)
	042.pdf (p.42)
	043.pdf (p.43)
	044.pdf (p.44)
	045.pdf (p.45)
	046.pdf (p.46)
	047.pdf (p.47)
	048.pdf (p.48)

