SRI LANKAN CIVIL SOCIETY MESSAGE TO THE G 8

This &s the text of the statement tssued by a group af Civil Society organisations in Sri Lanke during the G.8 mesting in

Landon,

ne month after the carthquake and 1sunami of 26 December

T4, the people of Sri Lanka and the global community
are searchmp for stretegics to recover from the damagse caused Lo
e hives and hivelihoods of communities in the coastal areas of the
South and South-1iast Asian reglons.

A5 the rrue picture of the less ol life, the devastation of hemes; the
Sestruction of community assets®and economic infrastructurs
smeries, il is time to take stock and to agrea on the principles that
should undarpin the ceollective effort to support communities us
they rebulld their shatrered lives:

The response 1o the 1sunami disaster, bath in Sei Lanka and dcross
the globe has been characterized by a spantanecus display ol human
solidarty. Governments ang civil soaiety, both within the region
and in other parts of the world have been challenged by foree of
publicopinion to explore new approaches to disaster managernenl,
valnerabilily reduction and sustdinable development.

Civilsoelety, the private sector, govermments and the international
donor community joined together in the provision of immediate
rehiel Their initial efforts will need (o be sustained over the coming
months unti] households and communities are uble once more to
provide for thamselves.

The unprecedented display of Sri Lankan and intemational
solidarity, both official and unofficial, offers great opportinities
tor reeovery and reeonstroction for the atfected eommunities and
countries. At the same time, contending approaches to recovery
and rebuilding have emerged that mav increase the risk of new
tensions botn within socisties and between countries and their
miernational pattners.

Maximizing the oppettunities and mininmizing the risks will reguire
concerted efforts on the part of gll concerned. Such efferes should
oe based on agrectnient on the principles that should guide the
actions olall those invelved in the rebuilding prodess.

As eivil society organizations, we have claborated the principles
that will inspire our own initiatives. We have lormulated
recommendations 10 the political leaders and administrators
eatrusted with the management of the governmental and official
mternational response to the disaster and with the cogrdination of
the clforts of differant actors.

We have committed ourselves (o working in partnership with hoth
Government and the donor community in the design and
mplementation ef rehabilitation programnies on the understanding

(hat these will be baged on the needs and aspirations of affected
communilics. We welcome the Invitation from bioth to participate
in the collective eflort.

Having joinad i the development of a common platform of
principles and programmas, we wish o bring the following
censtderations to the attention of decision-makers in the
international denor eommiuminy:

I.  theongoing search lor peace through negotistion

4. the tsunami disaster took place against the backdrop of an
ethnie confliet that has undermined social harmony, ecopomic
perlormance and dentocraric governanece in 8ri Lanka f{or the past
Iwenty yeurs;

b, the disaster devastated coastal communities in all parts of the
island. especially along the densely populated castern, northem
and southern coast-lmes; the worst affected are the poor people
whose livelikoods were linked to fisheries, tourism and the informal
EECTOr

o, the sunami disaster affedied arcas under government control
and under de facio LTTE control allke, devastaling Sinhala, Tamil
and Muslim houssholds without discelminntion;

d.  sustaining the fragile peace established under the Cease-Frre
Agreement signed between the Government and the leadership of
the LTTE in February 2002 is key to the well-being of all
commiunities in Sri Lankn, including those directly affected by the
(Sunam;

e the outpouring ofinternaiional generasily in résponse to the
disaster offers new opportubitiss 1o advance the scarch for peace
and development,

i the gevernment, the LTTE and leaders of the musiim
community have acknowledzed that coping with the humatitarian
emergancy and meeting the challenge of lenges-term reconstruction
and resetttement calls for new forms of collaboration;

gz, flexibility and creativity on the past of all will be required o
resalve contentious fssues [n the interests of e affected
conumunities, '

b collaboration in addressing the immediate humanitarian needs
and designing programmes lor rehibilitution and reconstruction
could opsn up new spaces for inleraction thil conlribute 1o beller
understanding and mutual trust;
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i, imaginative pew joint mechanisms will facilitate the provision
af relicf ard support to community rehabititation:

i such mechanisims would be strengthened if Govemnment, the
LTTE, the mashio comimunity and other stakeholders, mcludmge
the Opposilion, could agree on basie principlus of humun SEEUTIY
that will be operative thiroughout the period of post-tsurami
recomstruchicn.

2. Rehubilitation of commupities affected by the tsunami
disaster

. theresponse to the tsunami disaster should reflect the right of
a1l citizens o receive humanitarian assistance and the obligation
to allow equal access to all disaster victims,

b theentire process ol welief and rehabilitation must be organ ized
i amanner that empowers affected comimunities, strengthens their
capacity 1o recover fully from the disaster and provides them with
opporiunities W achieve suslainabls development:

¢. throughour, all stakehelders should respect the basic rights of
affzcted communities, including their right to meaningful
participation na demucratic and pluralistic society;

4. programmes and resvurce #llocations must be implemented
in & fair-and equitable manner, reflecting an objective ssseasment
af the extent of damage and participatery identification of peeds:

e special atention should be given W the roles, rights and
aspizations nf women and children i the affected houscholds and
Communities;

ik all forms of discrimination, particularly based on ethnic,
relipious or political affiliadon, must be avoided,

g, the amainment of these goals can best be achicved through
communily participation at all stages of the rehabilitation elfor;

h. local parinershins should be encouraged o ensure comm unily
ownership of the rehabilitation effort and w offser svalenfc
pressures for further centralization of ~esouress ani programnies,

1; local community and civil society initiatives should be
orgamized within a broader framework gstablished by povernment
om the bazis of extensive local eongultations;

I recopnizing that the mstitutions of local governance bave
limited capacity to undertake the complex challenges mheatl,
building and stréngthening their capacities should he given prionty
by the government and fhe donor communiry:

40

k. the consulations should allow for full patticipation of the
sffected communities and all other stake-holders, including political
parties, civil society, the private sector, and puriners from the
internntional communizy;

L all stakeholders should commit themselyves to the highest
standards and tethe provision of full information vi the TCHOLTEES
and programeoes both w the affected communities and tothe géneral
public, in Sri Lanka and in the intemational commiuily, in the
spirit of transparsney and accountability,

w. special opportunitics are offered by the arrival of hrahy oew
aetnts, (rom intematicnal, governmental. and tor-govermmental
apencies ; wewelcome them and invite them to work in gartnershio
with Tocal communities and nrganizations, respecting oul cultures
wid custors, in conforminy with the ICRCNGO Code of Conduct
for Disaster Response Programmas, and providing lull informid fem
ant theit resources and their programmes 70 1he communities in
whaose name their actions have been launched,

3.  Longer-ierm perspectives

2 the urgency of relief and rehabititation should nol divert the
attention of stakeholders from our collective responsibility to
address longer term challenges of development with Gauily,
democratie povernance and human security)

b.  the debate on the broader implications of the tsunwmi disaster
thiat s now laking place provides an opporunity for all o explare
new approaches to developmens thal allow for:

L. thereductian of poverty through more rapid and more equitadle
orosLh,

15, environmeantal sustainability, and

Hi. mare inelusive govermnance;
e

new trends and challenzes will nead to be menitored, analyzed
and uddressed by all stakeholders so thet we may logsther take full
advantage of the new opportunities for peace and evelopment

As we embark together in the design of our support for 1he
rebuilding of lives and livelihoods, we commit purselves ancs o
assuming our responsibilities and extend our Hand of support to
our partaers in Govemmenl afd in the interrationgl comemunity.
We do so above all in support of affected communities and in a
spirit of constructive engagemenl based on the core values ard
principles that we share, .

POLITY




	001.pdf (p.1)
	002.pdf (p.2)
	003.pdf (p.3)
	004.pdf (p.4)
	005.pdf (p.5)
	006.pdf (p.6)
	007.pdf (p.7)
	008.pdf (p.8)
	009.pdf (p.9)
	010.pdf (p.10)
	011.pdf (p.11)
	012.pdf (p.12)
	013.pdf (p.13)
	014.pdf (p.14)
	015.pdf (p.15)
	016.pdf (p.16)
	017.pdf (p.17)
	018.pdf (p.18)
	019.pdf (p.19)
	020.pdf (p.20)
	021.pdf (p.21)
	022.pdf (p.22)
	023.pdf (p.23)
	024.pdf (p.24)
	025.pdf (p.25)
	026.pdf (p.26)
	027.pdf (p.27)
	028.pdf (p.28)
	029.pdf (p.29)
	030.pdf (p.30)
	031.pdf (p.31)
	032.pdf (p.32)
	033.pdf (p.33)
	034.pdf (p.34)
	035.pdf (p.35)
	036(1).pdf (p.36)
	037.pdf (p.37)
	038.pdf (p.38)
	039.pdf (p.39)
	040.pdf (p.40)
	041.pdf (p.41)
	042.pdf (p.42)
	043.pdf (p.43)
	044.pdf (p.44)
	045.pdf (p.45)
	046.pdf (p.46)
	047.pdf (p.47)
	048.pdf (p.48)

