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We publish twe essays in memory of Pable Nerwda, the great Chilean poet, whose birth centenary falls this pear.

HONOURING PABLO NERUDA

ABLONERUDA beenme adrade union activist alter joining

thee Communist Parly of Chile in 1943, and 15 Enosvn b5 much
or his patitical pariivipation in the anti-faseist strugale during. (he
spanish Tivil War (1936-1939) and his struggle against the Gonzalcz
Jidela dictatarship in Chile {1945-1950) while delending the falis of
ine workers, as for his poelry,

NEen the Spanish Civil War broke out i 1936 with oo military colp led
v Franeiseo Franco agginst the Republican government. NMeruda ot
swvolved in the heroic resistanoe agamst the Tmeisl Tores:
fismissed from his consular post for fis invalvement and his poel friends
coame terzets of lascis attacks. Kafael Albarti’s house was lorched
md Garcia Looes was assassinated, Nerpda’s nutrage szainst e evenis
s rellecledin his collection of poerms Spain iy Hears (193001, which
[0y champed him g5 a post

Fie was

“his collection of posms was prioted onder extraordinary

reumstances. Amidst ths roar of s, the Republican soldicrs lesmi
) maJs.., faperand printed the peems inanodd miil, They ased =t
inds of mateslals to make pape:; from 2o enemy flag 1o 5 soldier s
ondstained tunie. Meenda deseribes in his Memoiss how the book
ccamethe pride ofthese mey who hadworked to brisp out my poetry
the Face of death.,™ Many soldiérs earried copies of his book in their
icks instead of tood and clothing, When the war was Jost, (e last
aptes ofthe bodx were tonfiseatad and burnt in a bonfire 2= Spiaish
wiiipees reached Franoe.

sereda retumedio Chile soom alter determined more than ever ta olay
.vactive pact in changing the destiny of his people: tn 1945 Videla,
vho came o power oo 2 demecsatic azenda with the support of the
arminists, wos under préssure 1o m*-::l solutions to olleviate the
apaliing conditions Iy which the minses and the working elass ived.
nuse measures were not accepiahlets the ald feuaal eliparehy and W
wbip Amgrican sorporations such ac the Chile Exploration Co., The
JDconda Cooperand Angio Uhilean Witrate, wiich had fill ecntral
wib the Chilean mining industcy, The influcnce of these foroos were
o-great that Widela gradustly sidelined the Commenists. using the
reument that sincewar bepween the Unionof Serviet Socialist Republics
{IS5RY and the United States was inevitable: Chile waald have w
sppart the LS. in order o safoeuard s cconomy. He sold minerat-
weh land to forclzn monopolies for a pittance, did nathliag ta better the
crzmic and living eonditions of the workers, and began hounding
s Communists under peessare from the Amencans,

ke seanoraie sHuation in Chils vwas beadizy lowasds d catastmphe.
Fhere wis nde muney W pay salarfes 1o governmenl emplavees, the
errensy had been devalued and inflation was spiraling: The Presideat,
vho had eartier presided over innumerable ami-fascist and enti-
sl commilless in order 1o weo (he elestonle, regan to persecule

these very groups and even Spanish exiles. Noazl provecstcur groups.
inconnivaies with American militare-agents and Videla, became muore
Activi,

Miemwhile, he deepening evenomic erisis and the miserable working
sorditions of the miners in Lote 4nd Cororel —the carbog mines —led
lo & general strike. [n his Afesroirs, Novuda describes lifemn the mines,
in the harsh cold westher with the mining eanidors stretching 1o 8xm
emder thie sen, It s impossible to dmapine such wiorking conditions.
Vioela deeried the strike coll. denving the previelence nf had working
ard living-conditions, attributing the unrest e inlernacions eemplots
ar o ireating the strikers with acruelty only known in Nasi roncentration
¢ mps: He =20t in the Army o orush the rebellion, deciared tumsall
¢ eiator with fill powers and nnieashicd unprocedenied Tenmessiin an
thig worhers. Cordoning ol the entire wea, the Army anc the Polic:
vere sent in to srrest thousands of workers acd their Tamilies were
wrseduted and expelled from Chilesn worritory. Twe concentralinn
camsps i ithe island of Santa Marks and in Phugua {(wiere many
intztoemals and polincal lewders voerotasen ) wene sgt bp, toavhe potice
were eatied in from Argentingao-hely repress the strikers.

In subseguanl years. theee was commplete cenzorship of the press and
radin, snd individual fghts were withdrgam, An gtmosphes e of lormor
and intimidution reipned. People could be imprizoned withnut renion
ub charged. The prass was farced tn' renort aily the Presidentind
declarationsconaining lies 2nd propaganda, Meruda stood by the meinces
and tervently camneigned eealnst Videla’s podcies by weiting —he
vnaat posseer i) ool that be could use. Hewrotea picce ealled “1 Accass”
in the Veneeuelen dally EfMacions! enNovembes 27, 1947, derouncine
Yidela®sactions. Soonafier. Videln pushed tor Neruda's expulsion from
ihe Senete. o 1848, Meruda was foreed Lo leave the counliy
clandestingly and remained in exile foraboul 1w vears,

When Nerucs vas ashed to contest forine peesidency w tvod hens o
bui Jater pushed malviigr Allende™ mame sy 4o opuler Undty
candidzte:. Hecampaigned actively inthe eletiions, secing inAllende’s
victory 2 newr hope for the Chilean peppte. Netuda was appointed
ambassadar to' France iy 1970, batretamicd to Chile owinge to 1 hesly
in 1%72. He received the obel Price in 1971,

On September 11, 1973, Plnochet tock over the Presidentiz] Palace
amilitary cotp and Allende was killed Nine dovs beforehis deathiar |
72 howis after tha faseist coup led by Plnochet, Meruda stared writir ¢
the lust chapter of his Memairs in which ba deseribed thz ¢ovp us |
criminal putsch apaingt the people of Chile. Nerods died on Saptembe
23, 1973, heartbroken by what hud heppened to his Inend Allende and
hizcauntry. His funers] became the first massive protest meeting against
the military dictatowsivip, H




NERUDA--THE PEOPLE’S POET

Vibha Maurva and Yijaya Venkataraman

R emembering Pabls Narpds, op bis birth-centenary, for

the power of his poetry, for his struggles againsi fascism

= oppression and for the voice that he gave 1o the peop ¢ of
L hils

NESFTALIRICARDO REYES BAYSOALTO (1904-1973 ), K1 twn
e the world as Pabio Neroda, Chilean peet and political’act vst,
secarie a leazad in lus lfetime. Neruda’s frstcu.iuuuuaafpt ms,
Crepwcuwario (19133 and Twvenly Love Pogry arad o Son r_;,'r
De=pan (1974}, wrillén AL 5 Very YOUng age. won b acsla o in
(i h,an it carv circles and forme & part of popilar lore A e
e i< alse known for his participation in the anti-fascise s 2gle
Suring the Spanish Civii War (1936-15 363, his irade union goti ities
= 3 member ¢f the Commust Pary in erganising mine wo hets
sesing: the Guizaiez Videin diciatoeship and his Involvern atin

Salvador Allende’s presidantial campaign in Chile. While muost
Serary eritics divide Neruda’™s oguvree-ants love poetrs pe dical
soetry; such  division 13 nat justifiacle because INeruca i sched
werost 1o proples Rearis and hecame & people's pret, as mich af
nis love puetny and wrilings

e
Vasy

Neruda's [oiative vears as.a poet-comelded with 3 mogeraist
movament in Latin American literature, Latin American

Modernism, which created new literary forms to cxpiess the new
p:r-smml socictal r=alities in the context of political indepandence.
while works of peets such as Ruben arie (1B6T-1916); a
MNicarasuan — “*:—'u]" {1583-18C0) for instance — gave Latin
\imerica a sence of telluric identity und self-confidence; they also
marked @ sontinuity in the tradition of literature a5 high art. Thus,
Iu.-., literary farms did not seck 1o alter the role and fasction of
literature, It remained within the hermetic and aesthetic boundaries
sssigned o it nemating fts soctal fanetiva The avant-garde literature
o jsf= =1L, _side medernism, and many crilics and a: ists used
shase Hisey 2 intetchangeably, However, avant-ga 1L artists
were miore radical in their assthetic and political visior than the
mudernists. Thay had greater faith in the role of art gnd iteralure
n socicly, They alse considered the traditions ol high art 1o be
excessively restricsive and that is why they use radical
sxperimental methods to challenge established aesthetic ar social
raditions.

interestingly, Pablo ™ rruda’s first two collections of poems do not
seem 1o be influenced w these trends. Unlike the avant-garde artists,
wha wiie aperimenting with form, Memda's fius coaceinsasa
poct spreng from an extensive and vivid exploration of nature. In
these nocms, the adolescent Neruda is codcernad with nature
himself the mysteries of nature and the secrets of women'’s bodics.
Meruda’s conire-t with the forests ¢f Araucania, the volcanoes, the

cold torrential and interminable rain, the wino and the sound of
the waves lashing the ¢liffs during his childhood in Temuce in the
southernt part of Chile, left a deep impression on ks young mi nd
and is probably the reason for his obssssive preoccupation with
nature and its elements. Tiventy Love Poems isacollection alitense
and passwnale poelry ab:}ut arlolezeent lave, written in 2 warn,
humane and persenal tone. Simple, vel ariginal, n s usc uf
imagery, it altemates between exultation and billerness. Despite
their subjective, melanchollc tone, they are a tribute to the Jows i
iite,

faving won aliterary prize ot schooland some popubarity in THerary
circles Neruda want=d o explore the world and presented himse!?
for a diplomatic post. When ashed o chuose o coublry from a st
of namss that all sounded equally unfamiiiar to him, he chose
Rargoon. He lett for Asia in 1927 and staved there unul 1957 Ihe
first two parss 6f the throe-part series entitled Reridece onEarin,
written in these yvears and published in 1933 and 1835, ure
recagnized as high pomts of the avani-gards movements in Latn
America, along with the Peruvian Poet Cesar Vallegu's friles
(1922), These poems were radical and innovative in perceplion
il forms of expression, Unlike European avant-garde movements,
such as fururism, or euphoric modernism, which prafzed mun’s
conoues! gyer natre snd tochnological achievements, Meruda
internalized avant-gardism and modemism within the human
CONSCILUSTESS:

The distinctiveness of his poctics lay in his representation ot
froctured snd fragmented life, men‘women dichotemics and the
division between mind and matter, e tried to capture dislocared
and broken relutionships and the alienation and uncertaintics of
life. The poems reflect lis deop disillusionment with dife in Ranzoun
and Colombo, The distance from his haineland made b desolute
iyl the Feeline of solitude e experienced zniidst two irceconelohle
warlds — that of the Asian people and that of the British colani.l
administrators and merchants — permeated kis poctry, The poems
were parvaded by a sense of disgust and revulsion and display a
deep resentment against the routing emjtiness of life. The de stiny
of man in this chaotic aud senseless world 1s “ﬂfﬂ"k}'EJ il posms
like *“Watking Around”, m which the poet is weary of existing in a
world with which he cannot identify himselll

1t happens that 1 am tired of my feet and my nai's
A vy bair gnd vy shadow:

If rappens that am Hired of bedng o san,

Just the same it wonld be delicious

To scare @ wotary with a cue lily

BOLITY




B knaek o o stone dead with-ane:hlow-of on ear
fowordd e beawifil

To go through the siréeis with a green knife
Shouting until | died of cold

deridi's disitlusionment and existential anpst reflected in these
woems flen Jead critics to categotise him asa poet of solitude and
aneliness. However, it is also possible to read the poems as stories
i a so tary man consciously (ghting his solitude. His lifelong
viend nd comrade V, Teitelboim said: “Solitude weighed on
deruds (hat's why he treveled from the South to the North, he
ame ¢ i of the rains to the sanshine, in search of poetry, of the
varld, [love and fricndship” Nevertheless, the bizame experience
n Aciz did leave a mark on him. That is perhaps the only (ime
vhen \ ¢ see the poet in n somber and seli-reflexive muod. He
amsel! describes these paems in a letter 1o his friend as .. piles
it poer s of greal monotamy, Almost rituatiste, and ef great mysiery
ind sor ow Tika in the poets of yesteryears, 1 is very uaiformn, like
omett ng beginming again and again, like gomiething refiearsed to
sermnit , unswcoessfulin

Nerud ‘s posting in Spain in 1834 breught ham m contact with
sourz Spanish poets such us Federico Garcia Lores and Hafael
viher . Mipuel Hemandez and Manuel Altolazuime, who were
sxpel menting with the avant-garde. cspecially surrenlist, forms.
wertd 2 was asked to edit the litgsrary magezine Croer Horse Joe
Poet +and brought out five issues until 1936, when the Civii War
ik, out i Spain. In the prologue 1o the first jssac, published in
1923, eignt months bafore the outbreak of the Civil War in Spain,
Neruda wrote: “This is the kind of poetry we are looking for, spent
as 1 by acid by manval lsbour, penstrated by sweat and sroioke,
cneliing of wrine and lilies, tonched by all the diverse professions
feigure poetry. like suil, like a hody, with siains of mtrition 4nd
amzefulactivities:, "

The political events of the 19305 in Spain, which culminated in
the civil war, made these poels aware that st hiad toaddress social
as well 2s political reality. Lorea’s assassination in 1936 and the
sihsequens exile of most of the other pocts who supported the
. iblican forscs in the war changed the way Neruda looked at
- iy, Nerade's Third Residence (1957) contiins & poem, “Epain
i oy Heart™, written during the Civil War, He expréssed s outrags
ge {rat the Tasclst forces in the famous poem “1'm expluining 2
Fr v Thinus." Hawiote;

One morning the bonlires
Leapt out of the earth
devouring human beings —
and from then on fire,
gunpowder from then on,
and from then an blood

from evary house burning rctal flows
instead of flowers,

And vou will ask: why doesn’t s
Poety

speak of dreams and leaves

and the great voleanoes of s land?
Come and gea the hlood on the streets.

Sume of these poems were so powerful that they beeame 3 part of
the people’s discourse against war. Neruda's addresses changed
just as hisstyle and content. For bim, poetry was na longer 3 private
statement but an utterance that belonged to the public domain. His
“mpems vere never intended (o be merely seript or signs o1 &
printing page but were to be uitered and declaimed in order to
elicit # response”, says Jean Franco, @ well-known erive and
profassor of Latin American literature in Seanfard Lhnversity.

1l 1936, Neruda went to Paris end helped organize he Anti-Taseist
Weiters' Congress in Madrid in 1937 He returred to Clifle-soom
after to find that the Nazis had supporters ali over Latin America.
This persusded Meruda to find a tone in his poutry that would
aceompany people in their struggle for survival and justice. Marpda
returned te Par's briefly, in 1934, to help in rescuing Spaish
intellectunts who were seeking refuga in Chile; and his expericnce
with the refuzces from the concentraf:on camps furthes dezpencid
liis commitment 1o this new poetic vision.

Neruda's lastfiplomatic assignment in Maxico b the early 1940s
brovght hire in contact with Mexican muralists and painters. He
hezan work on his Canrg General (1950), eavisioned k5w poem ol
epic dimensions on the history of Latin America, Nepicz cortfesses
that his visit o the tncan rufns of Macchu Picchu in Pery had opened
his eyes to vet another reality. He says: ] feli Chitcon, Peravian,
American, | had Tound in those difficult heighis, mnong thoss
slorious and disperse rums, o profession of faith to continue my

TF
SOng.

According to Saul Yurkievich, an Arpentinean Critic, two distinel
poetic concentinns co-exist in Como gendval, proceeding frem wu
distinet world visions based on dissimilar perceptions and find two
different expressions. On the ont hang is the natural world
expeessed with @ mythecal, primitive, archaic wision throuzh a
MEtapte i, i asuias wnd sesesrs langiiage, the ether presents o
nisworical, socizl progressive world in an impersonal and ebjective
vision through clear and uncquivocal langwage, Soag X1 of the
famous poem “The Heights of Macchy Picchu” is an interesting
amalpamaion of bath these slements; thie first part of the pocim is
an assent fram Ui abysmal deprhs of the dark ages while the latter
part describes the social realities of the moment.

Through a conflsion of spiendour
theoush a might made stone let me
plunge my hand

and move to beat fr me a bird held for

a thousand years,

the old and uaremenibered hrman heary!




see the ancient beine, theslenve. the
Skeepring one,

arket his fields —a body, & thawsand
Beddies o man, a thoseaad _
wormen swopt by the sable whirhwind,
charred with Fain and night,
stamed with a leaden weight-af
statuanyt
Juany Splitstone, son of Wiracocha,
Juan Coldbetlly, fairaf the groen siar
Suan Barefoer, grandson 1o tlig
Imrg R, '
risiny (0 birth il e, dsnreanat brother

et pocms, the past is invoked 1o put inte parspective the social
pealities in a post-colonial world, “[hey come for the 1slands™
e describis the coloni -atien of the island of Guanahani (Cuba).
Secoverers of Chile” aid “The Magellan Heart™ deseribe the
sction and violence nnicashed by the colonizers. fn the part
L ed “Betrzyed Sanid” Do wriles against Sietalors. espocinily
s ler Videla, oliganch w5, theadyocates o {1 dollar, explotess,
Cesed Fruit Cempany, Standazd Of) Com pany, dipiomus ard
Besvenly nncts, 1o nante sl a fow In the poan “Advocates of the
ar'!, hesays

Fi w ogapted. Ther oet him

(I frash, He dresses like w gringo
Sity lige (0 gringae,

Damees like @ zvingo, and fie riszs
Ha hus g cor, whiScey, ReWspagser
He s electen fudee and senaney
Ha fv hohorred, made a Minisiar,
And iy bogrd Py the goveratient.
He ks wiio con by Sribed.

He knows who i bribes,

fis licks, maswages, HORGUrS,
Fleaces, smiles (hregtens

And thus e empties henugh the port
The Blseding repuskics

\iter Canto Generel, Neruda becanie more conscious of langnage
e was concesned with elarity of communization. The sense of
e public also became more important as hie had begun to read nis
soctry aloud o trade union meetings and political rallies. He
consciously chose an aesthetics that would serve asa strutepy of
social action during the rise of dictalarships in Latin Americ, A5
< cultural activiel and a politizal l=ader. Neruda ground himself
firmly i the idenlogical debates of his time. He alMismed that the
primary task of an arlist was Lo explore the unknown and W ereate
ssw means of seeing, thinking and acting, Thus, he sought to
entify the common elements between art and the forces of
historical change and to construct an aesthetics that would hely
theso turces

This was the period whien he was actively in volved with the mingrs’
struggles and was elected Senator in 1945 {he had joined the
Communist Party of Chile in the same year and remained a miliiant
membet until his death in 1973). He campaigned passonately
against Videla's dictatorship and had to remain undergre nd and
g0 inlo exile to escape death, Between 1952 and 1937, Meruda
published several collections of poetry, name The Grapes wnd the
Wind, & private and srunynious cdsion of-Caplein’s 12res,
Efementon Ciles Men E.l'cﬁ-;{#r,',l'r].l‘}' ey, The Third Book i des,
Hundred Love Sonnets, Extrareggario and Neeigationg end | 2urns.
in 21! these collsctions, Nerude tuims 10 a simp lestyleand oo loguial
lanauzze not only to communicate with the masses bt ais Lo sing
the praises of ordinary objects. He treats thia traditioral for 1 of the
ade with frieverence and humour, using simple, short ver 25, rich
in poetic images This new form of writing was in tw ¢ with
sierudas activism and his conception of secial pociry. T ® ofts
were also meant Tor public readings, hence the simp ity ol
languase and the expression of salidarity with the painand ¢ iffering
ol the colisative,

Wher Neruda was asked o niake a woekly contribution . pogtry
“or the Venceuelsn newspapze Ll Masional, he insisted that his
poems appear i the main newspaper and not in the literary
supplement. One of the first odes o be pubiished wes "0 le tathe
Hiead

frr fhe Biead

I laos

Reyond tha farm:

{ ks frged, Fhie it

Aind thea

| res he wieal

ke oy wiheal fialds,

The sreen form of spring

Flie roely, Wales

Awnd so

By ond the bhread

[see theland,

Flapar A,

PP L R L T
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I everything

By the time Cape ity Versas was published in 1967 polities nad
become on indispusable dimension of his poetry, Cu danr & bersey
contains love posms dedigated to his wife, Matilde Urrutia, but
untike hisearlier e poems, the poet docs notexplure en unknown
mysterious natir with an equaily unknown womar. Inseead, love
for the woman  anifests itszlf in a celebration of the natural
elemens of daily {ife like maize, wheal, stem, root and leaves and
the ceioved is his compznion in arduous sboaggles. Fully
Empowered, another collection published in the same year, cogages
with the task of a pact and writer. These poems reflect the Lenision
between the poet and his creation and Neruda highlights, yet again,
the imporicice of the written and the spaken word.

-1 L




T e e R R === —————— =

Neriuda wrote till the tast day of his life, He dicd an Seplémber 23,
1973, He is remembered roday for tie powsr of kis poetry, for hig
struggles against fascism and oppression and for the voice that he
aave 1o the people of Chile.

In his Memuoirs, hs Writes:

“'he human erowd has been the lesson of my life. | can come
‘o it with the born timidity of the poet, with the fear of the
4mid, but sace L am in its midst, 1 fecl transinured. §am pan
5 the essential majority, | am one more leal on L reat hutagn

frce.

Salitude and multitude will go on being the primary obligations
of the poet in pur time. In solitude, the battle of the surfon the
Chilean coast made my life richer. 1 was intrigu ed by and have
loved passionately the battling walcrs and the rocks they battled
a; ainst, the teeming ocean life, the impeccable formation of
th *wandering birds,” the splendour of the sca’s foam.

Bui | learned much more from the huge tide of lives, from the
t¢ «derness | saw in thousands of eyes walchingz me togsther.
T is message may not come to all poets, but anyone who has
fc itwill keeg it in his heart, will work it ineo his poems. To
h ve embodied hiope for many men, even for onc Iminute, is
si mething unforgenable and profoundly touching for the poet”

Courtesy FRONTLINE August 27, 2004
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