IN MEMORIAM-III

LAL JAYAWA RDENA

r. Lal Jayawardena Known 1o many os.an gminens
coonomisl passed away on Aptil 8 in Colombo. Those wha
krnew him intimately cannot forget his admirabls gualitiesas &
friend or.an usaociate or gven asa beaiss: | was forlunale 10 be
ane who had beey in ail threc pasitions. 1 came to know him
From the time he joined the government sepvice. | was then a
wasearch officer and Dr. Gamani Corea, Scoretary, Ministry of
Planning and Eeonomic Affairs another world famous
ecanomist assigned me alorg with D Uswatic Aratchi from
the Central Bank ta work with Lal on @ throe-year masru-
coanomic Tramework for development pianning. Lver since
then Lal has been my principal mentor
fricnd, The sssociation enabled me W improve my professional
skills and intensify my interestin developmest planting.

besides being a close

Hie rerommendztion belped in chtsining 2 U Fellowshiv {ht
enabled me to compieie 1my oy, D thesis in Bristol Cniversity
under the guidance of Fro. LA Bruwn, who supervised my
work in economeirics earlier af the University of Cambridge
[ 1960-1961). Ur Lal Jayawardsnas was an Honesary Tellow
of Kine's Collegs; University of Cambridge whers he
graduated with 2 *double- first’ (1936) in the Econemic Tripos
and obtained his Ph. 12 n |963, His backing and assistance
during my career in S1i Lanka enabled me fo climb the job
\adder starting from the posilion of Depuly Director Planning
1o Additional Director Ecoromic Atfairs, Treasury and finally
to Additional Deputy Secratary o the Treasury in 1976, re
pave me the sapport ard strenghi to gvercome personal
disfenlioz; -, geciallvarhion my wife was i1l and lzter died in
1976,

Al who had werked under him would aladly acknowledge
his benevolence and readiness '3 help them during difficult
vines. [e was unconcered abow. & peison’s ethnic hackground
arid sociul status treating all who worked with him as
eammates. He traated with fes|
hieir positions. He was against 2. forms of discrimination that
deprived a fellow citizen thi opportunitics to advanc:
professionally. Lal's teadership qu alities and the zeal he shawed
while working on dornesic sacig-economic and regionalf
international trade issucs wert matchless,

sct all officers regardless of

40

Dir. 1 1l Jayawardena wis appointed as Secrelany 1o the Tredsury
durn gthe time ol Lt *0, Porera wasthe Mimster of Finaee
In 1" 78 he moved to the Fareign Aftairs Ministry as advisef
Liets cen 1985 and 1993, he was the first Dircctor of the Lpited
Nat s University's World lstiiute for Developmen
Ecor vmics Research (UNU/WIDER) Helsinki Fintand
Dur g this period the WIDER Studies in Developmedt
Eeo, omics camprised 3 series of 32 pablications. ile chaind
a W DER siudy group on lrdo-Lanka Econonmiic Cooperatit
{144 3) which ouslined # reciprocal preference gehema
pro1 ioting trade heiwedn the two countries. The repont provids
the asis for the Bilaeral Free T rade Agreement si erad by 1B
hea & of governmernt of the two nations in 1998, 1le was

e iber of the WIDER Study Groug (1068-1987) whid
P { Yapan's surpil
1o ‘eveloning countries. '

tyoed the “Okita Plan” for ihe reoyehing @

Hi was also & member of the Advisory Grougp of Cming
Porsons 1o the Brandt Commission on | nternationt
Devalntment issues (1975-1681) and Deputy afthe Commnitl
of Twenty on the Refarm o Fhe International Monctary Sysid
{1972-1974). He was onc of those responsible for Tonmdi
the Group of Twenty-Four.

The diplomatis pesitivns held by Dr. layvawasdena include 8
Lapka’s High Comuiissioner 1o the [LK. concarremi
ceredited to the Republic of treland (1 409-20100), Ambassad
to Belgium, The Netherlanids and Luxembourg and j
Eyropean Communities (1978-32). hHe was alzn the Lep
chairnan of the National Developrent L oungil 'nrndw.ll
yozident Kumearatunge, He was hoping 1o continyue work
for the socio-economic advancement of Sri Lanka and
splimishic that the peace talks would lead to lasting |
Sinee development and peace ars twa yides of
he believed both sides would reach @ campromise en the 1m
political issuc.

{he e o

Lal's demise is a grees 1oss not only to his family but atsg
many others who had bepelited in varicus Ways througzh
benevolence and guidance. E

5, Narapalasingam
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