A.. 5 another [riend pointed out at the funerzl, we tend not 10

appreciale people while they are alive. Spmehow, we
srudee our thoughts of appreciation and grattude about oul
srest fantily and dearest friends as well o5 admirad and respected
olleagues and acquamlances, during their lifetime: It seems 0
¢ the finality of death 1o force us info wpressing our feelings of
ve loss, and grief, and 1o verbally appreciaié the person and take
e ncic af her hife, her loved wnes, her oh yaoteristios, lier lkes and
icliles and insecurities, her achievenienis, ard her hopes - ol
hich there was simply nut encugh ume. So et ms write, wial we
uld not speak, during her [ifetime

Iy @ society that is riven by the violence of political bates. gihnic
Wwistrust, wender disparities, we will rememiber Kamaling
Wiiayatillake as an exceptional woman whe was deeply and
incerely commitied towerds spial canze ung fustice. especially
for women, |inlike other activists who sometimes use the media
osou potitical tool, Kamaiini helirived In working on & person-1o-
person ievel - which in fact, wis For great sirenstn. For tus reason,
many of vou did not know her - because that was the Wiy she
wanted it. But many of you wouid have read her articles - Tor
nistance in the Ms. calumi, Ard for thasc of us who did knovy her,
she was just ‘Kamalini’ - we dould the® anyone ever addressed her
as-Ms:or Mrs. Wijayaniiake,

Meany Ruoles

L ik tramy wormen, Kamalini chose Lo Wea® MATY bate To

s, she was an intimate friend and colieague, 2 “soundiag
board” and & sister feminist. She was a fellow student of e MA
degree in Women's Studies at Colambe, a colleague with whom
many of us collaborated with on feminist ressarch projects, o plone-
in counselor for battered women, an ‘gdvisor” on gender and
women's issues (who we had eniy to cali to b2 given condacts and
resnurces), dnd onomany oeoasions, an inftiator of faminisl action
apainsl curient events that discriminated auainst women - Such as
drafting protest siatements, networking and critiquing legisiation
with regard e women,

As lier friends, we know only some facets of her life and work.
There ars those whe knew Rer from hertimes at Visahha Vidyatayo
and the Sri Lanka Law Cellege Others who knew her throazh by

links (o various Women's groups and community-hased

KAMALINI WIJAYATILLAKE — CELEBRATING HER
ACTIVIST SPIRIT

preanizations, ¢isplaced people, and baitered women espacially
vis & vis her work i the roral aceas of soneragala, lambantoty,
Kandy, Balungoda, Kurunegalle, and Angmaduws 1o menien 2
fuvy. We have knnwn her over a span of 10-20 years = essentially
4 a ferninist reszarcher and an activist

Lawyer and Feminist Aciivist

¢ a lawyer, Kamalind saw legal iileracy s pom et ful wol

for wortien's overall smpowermen, and argued cunsistentiy
el compeliingly for grassrools lagul awareness Inthe Call Ty ears,
che wat invalved with the lega! Iiteracy prograi of e Sil Lanka
Wome. Lavwyers Assuciamion, she wis ons of the founding niembers
of Wiomen in Meed (WIN) grganization (4 dire noed of *he titoe!
and counseled suivivors of dom=stic violence for many years; she
then worked gs a programme officer at Canadian luternational
Develonment Aid (CIDA) for 2 winke: shie was a loRg-letin
independent consultant on legal { gender issues and & gender trainer
to many tocal and outreach arganizations such as the Kanthi
Shakthi, Vekilibinl Development Cenltrs in Moneragals, the LTva
VWelassa ‘Wemen Farmers Crganization, Centre for Family Services,
Women's Development Uentre Kandy, Rural Development
Foundation — Pumalam, Sri Lanka Canada Development Tund,
etc. traveling the length and bizadlh of the country on weekends,
interacting with women [rom many [ields of life, creating
conseioniness about gender and w -men’s (ssues, comducting lezal
litersey nragrams, and working oul sehemes for the gverall
e sonwerment o warmen. Shooas alzg able toinfuence the genc”
policies /| Wouls, s PrOZrams of 4 large pumber of BGDs and
woimen's organizations on a mare shor-term basis, For ipstande,
<he was very much nvolved in the formulation of the Wonren's
Charter of Sri Lanka ard she al.o drafted the Gu idelines fora Code
of Tthics on Sexual Hamassment for the 5ri Lanks Employers
Federation / 11.0). During the | st three years, #5 & member of the
National Conmittes on Wom n, she was ahble give ber inputs 10
such initiatives as the Nationa Women's Bill.

Tnterrational

amalini was able to network extensively with womer in

countries like Nepel, Thailand, India, Pakistan cic. tuough
] e Asia Pacific Women, Law and Development wWomen's Forum
(APWLDY; and shesvas alsoal the forefront of the Sri Lapka HGOD
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Forum, and was part of the delegation to the United MNations
Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women
(UNCEDAW) & nurnber of times, 1o present the S Lanka Shadow
Renort at the sittings,

Researcher
K amalini was known to many, more clasely, through ber
association with the Centre lor Women's Research
(CI HWOR), where as a board member, she initiated and
weled 2 large number of legal and other studies spanning
fron . her extensive work in the field of viclence against women
{do nestic violence, rape, sexunl harassment) to womel's
inly ritapce rights, from lezalaid for wamen, to womer's family
rigl sete. Kamalini's other written work also focuses on concems
sucl as peace; critical gender issues: Goyt-MNGO Initiatives for
wor ten's mights In Sii Lanka; incest; wrafficking of women;
wol ten's movements; globalizalivn; worien workers ity the Middie
Eas ,enpendering the national budget, postcan flict reconslraction
ete. ard form a considerable corpus ef rescarch within Sri Lankan
wo ens studies and siluates Kamalin as a significant femnist
wr er of the past two decades.

P

Bi oks

K amalini alse winte = book on it topic close to ber heart -

Unraveling Herstaries - A Three Leneranond! Study on
th iife expericnces of mothers, daughters and granddaughters
during the 20™ century; tracing such issues and events as
menarche, virginity, marmiage, dowry, divores, childbirth ete., and
such oles and responsibilities es heading e housshold, prov iding
for and decision-meking within the family ¢t¢. This book iz a
cultural analysis of wamen's situaticn and relations within the
tamilv, and consiitutes an important feminist record of
contemporary history in Sri Lanka,

{.ast month, a selected collection of Kamalini's research studiss

was pesthumously published under the title Conguering the
Diviva. It encapsulates her work as an activistrésearchier. Fol

instance, the book shows how Kamahini traces the statis of women

wls @ vis the law — with cosard to the family, cudtoniary laves,

women's rights and gendsr equity, She analyzes incisively, ihe
saps and lapses within the law as well 25 the misinterpretations
that discriminate against women in its practice — freguently with
reference Lo her experiences in the field and in fife. She recounts
the lepal reforms and progress mads and always provides
possible uptions and recommendations iti her work, The book
records Kamalini's views and vision on contemporary economic
developments affecting women and women workers, a5 well as
her conceptualizations of feminism, gender aad women rights In
24 1.anka — from a local perspective. In some instances, il séves
as an insightful traizctory of women's activism, and grassroots
maobilization on WOMEN's issUes.

Gender Trainer

armaliai was also one of the first gender trainers inthe islang
creating hier own resource material 1o suit the Sri Lankes
context, Her keen intellect and incisive AMgUIENES (enhanced by
creative ancedotes) were zhways channeled via a calm demcancs
through which she was able to convince peaple about the
discrimination faced by women and the need for gender Gty
equalily,

Abogve all, Kamalini was a sensitive, kind and gentle persont e
tnassuming, low-Key character; her down-to-earth natiire; hes
subtie irony and unexpected sense ol hwmour; her tenatity of mind

combined with her absolute integrity and strength of characier Wi

which she worked, plaved and lived made sure that she wag [owes
by all, and maost importantdy, accepied by all whohad the priviess
10 know hier She could empathize with all of us-nol barring de
ruce. social class, geographical |seation ete, She was aqually &
home in the tharny jungles in Mahawslatznou talking with rure
wormen, a5 che was serving ‘Maisoor nixre’ 1o her friends in fe
hous2in Colomibi.

At the ¢ame time, Kamalini’s love of life and frients, hier spirit o
discovery and adventure, and her apprecrauen pfcreadivily whilhss
it be ini literaturé, art or craft, ensured that she was eradite not ol
academically, but ales about the littde things in bife - suches Fainily
hisionics and iceal places of interast. Sha herseif, was a creatct =
though serhaps not always ackmewledgad by ner of exiuisis
embreidery and ber own clothes, of caver desizns for books ans
Mol arrangements, I aer writing, ate.

We have mertly charted and compressed 1o an articlethe hings
that sirack us of & woman who was 3 deat friend. To cthers, sk
was much more, To her family members, she was a nuch-Tuis
wife/parner, and & beloved and progressive mother, We know th
Kamaling, herself, would be {chasacteristically) wery anpovad Wil
us for writing about and publicizing her. But, torgive us, we nes
to salule you: vour courage especinily during the last three veat
of vour lite — undaunted vy the craven diseass that Linally kills
v, your activist and intellectual achievements-of a lifctime - 00
onily Faryanecalf ot T many women iy this countny; and yos
spitit fhat was always unpreicntious yet sometiiies mischisvoss
While our grief at loosing you is profound; we celebrage your 1S
and your work, and treasure in our minds. the image of you;and
our hears, the memaories we have of you.

Courtesy of MS.
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