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e Aksociation, 2004, pp. 350, Price s, 500,040

ritini thet Cpreguers 15 L OEW, Hehiy wextired re-readinz ol
R obart Knox's fascinating aceourt of {681, da Hizorical
s of thie Istand Ceylon i tie Eust-fadies, Together soith an
o of the Detaining Captivin tie Author and divérs other
b sovy Living there -and wf tiie Antlory Mrraotlous
Wlusteated with Frgures, and a Mg of tho dalawd, Thiz
& Robar Knox, which e olffered us aspinitusl putchingrapiy.
L one especially his life iy S Larka Letween 1660 und 1679,
Cbiel s e Santijing Jayawickraing discLeses i, sheuld bras
§ kncawn 1o English readetsas any watk by k2 nos Last Lzl
S wehom it infuesced in boih Redivion Crusee 1 779) and

Sin Singleron {1720). D Jayawickrm:a. atsacher of [iterausre,

e recsarchiad her work o Knox for i coctorats while living in

e Kong, which wis then gunther British colony, s lake hold

o foonding at ol S Lanks, and brougntio it e mind ol rigorous
e seed in Lnat Bias not been precrisey before with pegoros 19 his
Beesature, though such intensity of wiiting about the colonial
e tion is T i to those who know Latin Aqerican weitings,
. Africun, for instance. Aryane coming 1@ het hook will fing her
oo spead in termis of the crilical theory oi colanial distourse 2nd
sesteclanialism, and ghic to pse it. 062 af the gifls of the book 10
= readers is that it will belp any who wanl 19 understand that
Seeary, and who wanl 1o know what are irs fraplications lorreading
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P be Camniliar with and critical ol Knox's (eat mus be imipartant
S people living in Soi Lanka, because it is part of a discourse
b ich has been farmative for the county, end for its understanding
wself. But Lo read ¥noxis also vital f27
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oooane like s presoim
wer, wha is Trglich_apd who, while hee is unable te am
—och maore than @ tourist § knowleadge of 5ri Lanks knows
somately the English settings that Kaox writes of, knows how
= ey stamp themselves un people, and rzalises that in reading
% text, he i3 confronting potjust a huried history, Lut a formany
et in the construction of the idenlogy. of Britisiiess. I text’s
eeliuril Harcewness, self-azeurance, and 1S fascination with th
e which riever translates into a readiness 1o letzo, which ness
b rrics loss of sell it favour of acceptance ¢l thic ailier, are al
“iliar markers of that ideoingy. The intepestin the bonk 50 ofie)
o< in what it doas not quite say, or in wial it avo'ds erin the
ways it is possisle to see Knox protecting himsel{ and his cultural
wesition, These are strategies of survival that had something
srangely ieroic in them, and which pald off, in that the listarical
Slation shows few simns of a faltering of Knox's confidense in
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the values he has lived by, Writing. . athir, mtensificd his posiLions:
it conguersd any doubts about fhimeelf he might have had.
Knox's boak, i its impertance for Jritish uerature, belbengs with
cych travel writers as the fourtecn, - clnmary Sir dohn Mandeville,
who made up his stories lrom acc Ums eiven to fum of fabulous
jourpevings, o with Richard Fak] v, who first wrots i 1589, 0r
Samuc! Purchas, who wrate in 1613 md 1625 Itkelongs in sl
context. even, to Shakespaare's T » Tenpest written m 1611 25
tar as its imaglnative world is cane med e Jayawickruina draws
an The Tempes! in her account of Know, and Shakespearcs el
enables s wsee what is im purtant : bout her sty b Tha Tempest,
Shakespeans writes ahout the Cartl ean thongh smbizuously sa,
Tor hisenchunted istand is nol geoy aphicatly locaied, amd his play
petagae g the Etiepedn cunquesto (he Caribhean ihat began wit
Colymus in 1432, Columbus's su scesses 1 the Weest ndies were
memariutized by the Royal Hisie fam In Spam, Captain Gutizalo
Fernandez do Ovicda in 1347, u d by Bartolams de 13 Giasas,
whis gave the hislony ol Spacisn . nguest ol the West Iadles g o
1520, and by Herando Coton, © qumbis's con, whose Lifeofthe
2l apoeursd in 1571, So - uickly did the (Caribhoar ente
Luropean discorrss, which abe webed it and mythofogised the
experiences of ihe Solunizer.

halkespeate's VISion was stirred, among other things, by

onialend's sssay OF the Canaibals’ which was writien
hetween 1378-1380. Montaizne, in 2 epirit entirely different frotn
anything thil Knos could produce, felt that in some wilys the
canmibats wete more sivilized than the Europeians, and the debale
w continyed in The Tempesi, with the calationslip benwesn Prospery
and Caliban, the savaze and deformed stuve' as the dromalis
parsonge calls him, Canban, who & perhaps not homourad with &
numan shaps, uniess that s simply the prejudice of the Eurapeans,
and whase name |5 40 G of cannibal, 73 the son-ol Sycorax,
(e witch: Bis provenanse is i m Alseria Prospert kevps Calipen
pnprisoned on his island, and ol the 1960z, Uiz was secn as the
wrtural arder; the superior o pean mist train, however painlully,
live monster, and it was alwal assuined 1l then that Prospera’s
nrauic wis preferable 10 that ¢ “Sycorax.

But in the 1980s, this viewpoint about The Tenipest began to change,
although inthe case ol The Tempest, ithad already becn anticiputed
with the play Tempest by Aime Cesaire (1967), which, set i the
Antilles, polarizes Frospero and Caliban in such & way that Prospato
cannot leave the tsland = 1he end: he i3 dependenteon thecolonized
far his emotional (and economic) sxistenee, The colonizl desire is
(or the colonized subject: & peint which meshes scopomic
depandency with psychoanalytic insight, drawn [rom Lacin's
understznding of Hegel (understood through Alexundre Kojeve,
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the commentator on Hegel's discussian of the 'master / slave!
refationship.). Bul beilliant as Cesnire's play is, 1t fzlls into an
alternative trap; il replaces an OpPressive power relation betweer
the calonizer and the colonized with a certain sexism, a slorification
of mascnlinity whic 1 runs the risk of being oppressive in its tum.
[t seems that power tlations need dissolving on both the colonial

_and gender fronts, .nd that these musl happen tozether for a full
analysis of calonial power 1o take place, and for a postcolonial
society to shake of® |ts past. ravolulion noeds to be both pelitical
and sexual Such 2 -hange of thinking wes made more possible
with the-eriticism 1 ¢ derves from Michel Fuucanlt (1926-1984),
which addresses is tes of power in cultural relationships and in
sexuality, though a: ually it did not considereither colonialism or
Feminism specilica ¥,

aueaults we & has had imany GUICHNAES, G0 of which, in
Califurniz, v as culled Mew Historicism’, which, later, a5t

became populer produced its own academic journal,
Represeniations. [v w |listericism may be said 1o have perur with
Greerblat's bock Tenaissance Seif-faskioning From More t
Shakespeare (1980 1, and 1t rook two emphases in particular from
Fousauit the s (hat the human subject is nat SRR US]Y
- prouaht fortl, bt “constituted by power, ar.d this powet, invisivle
i the liberal’ modern world, perhaps, though perhaps L0 be
glimpsed in the ¢ nipresent CCTV cameras of (he madermn world,
works b compe! ng the person inio giving an account of himself
or herself, g0 m b so that e history of the West, for Fouzault,
mzy be writen 1. ienms ol a growing compulsion 10 confess, o
speak autobiographically. 1o become mtrospestive. Foucault iraces
this Wieme in Discipling ond Pramish and The distory af Sexuality,
thoss most exciting stimali to thought of e 19710s. 11 the subject
<+ eanstructed. then, by power, what freedom may it have? None
but the pover of creating its own aesthutics ol exisience, through
elf-rushioning which is sitempied inTeac tion e the cye of power,
Bower i the present is hidden, difTused 1 every sogial relationship;
power in the ¢atly modein period - that of Shakespeare, and Knox
- was vn dispiay, and maintained itscif by public shows. Dr
Jayawickrama spends time looking 2t the exercise of power in
seveitzenth ¢ oury Kandy, and finas some unganny iesemblances
1w (he then Lu opean medal.

Cirecnblatt'sti < Reraissance Self-fashioning draws on Foucauly,
in its attempt ¥ show - amongst other things - how the coionized
are the subjec - olpuwer, and how listle soom they have for styling
their own aesdietics of existence. His last chapter discusses the
Urickery of 13235, as recorded by Peter Martyr, by which natives
[rom the Dahamas were tuken off by the Spanish 1o work a3 slaves

epic, ‘palytropic man' - the man ol many tumns of phrase, ol m:
twisis of lanzuage, and it is those gkills of language-furns |
enahles Odysseus to survive and conguer throughout |
Medilerranean on his len vear journey home. Odysseus is the fig
of the European calonizer, as polytropic man: the insight is that
the Caribbean specialist Peter Hulme in hiz book Colom
Encownters: Enrope and the Native Caribbean, 4931707 (19
It was lanouzee which conguered, for, 10 usc a guotation from
Rishop of Avila in Spain 10 Queen lsabella of Casiile, that
Jayawickrama draws on in her book, language is "the perl
instriment of Empire (72 We will retum later 10 thid statemient

Naw Historicism bepan with drawing on the unexpected anecd
which went outside the normal historical records, to shiow I
Euaropsan power used an improvisatory mode, making up sta r}
in thecane told by Peter Mariyr, in order Lo Secures posver over
ather. Later studies by Greenblatt on the subject of the Carib
in relation to Furopean Renaissunze cullure came wilh Leamn
to Curse: Essays in Madern Culture (1990) where the title dra
on Coliban's words, 'You raught me fnoyage, and my profit o
1s. T know how to curse’ (The Jempest 1.2 364-5) and inclu
anothier collection of essays, Marvelous Paxessions! The T
of ihe New Worid (1991). The Caribbean las had an excedl
coverage, ihen, in terms of New Historicism, atd the effect
been o shift of wa, 5 of thinking absul Europe and the Aretid
aidec by a powerful Marxist entigue which lias emuiaied ¥
Latin America. ‘The same has not yet been done for what K
calle ‘the East Indies, though Di jayawickrama shews the
farward.

v

he Exst Indiz Compary was lormed in Londoa in 160
the time of Shakespeare and Elizabeth the First,
campetition with the Dutch East India Company, and it persi
a1 a powerful force, culstripping all rivals, i1l best i ong
in 1834, Robert Knox as no douli everyone in S Lanka, out
cnough people calside will know, was the descendant of a prot
Scoltish family. His father, Robert Knox, had been born
[pswich, a large port. in Sutiolk, in Frgland, and sailed witli
Levant comipany, foundad in 1582, which taded with countie
fic Easizm Meditormanean, The som, oaber Knoy, was oo
Londo in 1641, a5a tibie-reading Puriian fitember of iz Chus
of England: the Knox lamily exhiibited that mixture of plety

business, relizion and trade, which marked out then the ni
Protestant elhic and the spirit of capitalism: o nole this combinat
is foundational for understanding English ideolopy as this |
farmed i the seveneenth century. Knox went 1o sea will his Lal
1y 1655 (o India, and again in 1538, this time with the East o

in the gold mines of Hispaniola, on the pretence, fostered by the
Eyropean's sophisticated lengongc-use, that they were being taken
(o 3 paradisal istand in the south where they sheuld see thel diad
loved ores, In oiher words, Greenblutt fasiened on the inequalilies
of power exhibited in the Caribbean, and showed how power
worked, not just by the gun and the sword, Lut by the power of
dizeourse, with its own witcheraft and power of persuasion.

Company, it a ship called the Anm, which had been built far
father. (In 1657, Qliver Cromweil had givan the East ir
Company & new charter, which also gave it a monopoly - and
the bacis fur ite prosperity in India) The Ann set sail on 21 Jany
intanding to voyage Lo Fort St George in India, and travellin
seerns, a5 far a5 Indonesia. Arrived uniutentionally in Sii Lo
hecause, 25 happens fo the ship in The Tempest, he was blowl

Odysseus, the hero of the Ddvasey. is called in the first ling of that

course by a storm, the ship put in at Kottiar it November 1
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b the intenticn of setting up a new main mast far the ship, and
wemrine other damages. At that point e wag taken prisoner by
$esinzhall lwo years after the Dutch hiad taken the colony from
#e Portuguese. (e repained his freedomon 18 Octoper 1679 having
et == hie says, ruefully, in his accourt, more time n prison thi
e Bt lived in the wotld before,

B ssinaha's aint was to show hin off, with other Europeans, na
memsreric: il 153 SeAne CAsc of the “other', in a display of power,
making the h&gemunic Westerner look stranges, muking him the
& oot of speetacle. (One ol the characiers in The Tempest,
“ culo gpeculates on how much could be made by showing ofl
“an as a spectagle in a holiday fair in Beitain, ‘Thers would a
o otor make & man’ he thinks: ‘make’ means ‘malie the forlune
o Trinculo knows well how money may be gotoul ofthe Lnslish,
oo will ot give a doit to relieve a lame bepear - The Tempest
% = 57.32,) Knox spent friany years Iiving i the villages of Kandy
st making @ living there, untilin 1674 he began w nioys around
S country as a pedler, and escaped from Kandy by going north
uzh Anyradhapurs, and 1o the Ditch fort 2 Aripu, He potback
o Britain oy this means, having hesn 2Way fiom the country for
swenmy-three vears. He says m the Autoblogranhy added o 1626
\ his fisiorical Relation that e has three puiposcs ty swriting:
Seer 10 show God's mercie: 1ohimy second, to el gihers what had
e of his father (the piety towards the patiiarch 15 tvepically
Sravesiant), and third, hesaid, 1o exercize hs hacd inwriting, far
s s ot had i or paper while ineapuviy in Kandy. s father,

Zsct had died in o Lanka in 1661 of malaria, Knox, retirned 1o
“neland, was o make four more Vayages ot Fautin the s2rvice of
e East India Company, before petiring to Wimhledon, just outside
L andun, whers i had been brought up, and where e diedon Jund
5 1720, Afer all thase voyages, which indicale how heneye,
e a1 i tisiie I capitvity, lost confidence in himself - the sai e
5 ol the ciase with Shakespeare's Prospern, who changes more in
% play than any alher person - hecume romes. Ha was the pariich
who died peacefuily in the suburbs ot London - only BEoX WS
sever o pasriarch as be never martied.

i Ifistoricul Relation was enconraged ialo existente Bythe

Roval Sociery. whicl had been formed. asa new, smpiricist
cientific pody, with much faerest it things Oriental, . 1602 10
£96. ke added autobiozrephical details about the writinz of the
boole. After 1 Preface, the book is divided into four parts. The first
s aeauraphical and scientific: description of the island of Sri
| anka in seven chiapters. The second seclion coMprises seven
~aaplers on the character of the King, Rajasingha. The third part
turns to what would in the pincteenth century bE called
anthropology: it hias cleven chapters. These are on the inhabiténts,
o their ranks, an their relizion, on their worship, oo their houses,
on their sncial arrangements, their recreations, their laws and
lanauate, their leaming, whers Knox has much to say aboul thelr
~ractices of magic, and their funeral practices. The fourth part is
sarrative, and this extends to foureen cheoters: Knox :allé of his
soing to Sri Lanka, their cepluie, his getting hold of an English
#ible in hiscaptliviry, and he comments on other Englishmen held

LF

prisoner. He speaks of how he fared in the rebell ion that ook place
apainst Rajasingha, and he comments o how he fared genersliv.
particularly low he resolved not to marry, not to enier into ai
‘umequal yoke' with 'unbelievers' The language of sexual abstent i,
justified in the name ui the ultimate Superego, the words ol Godin
1he word of God, is a wanderful hint for seeing how Knox could
nat ket go, how he could pever allow himself to be made 'other’
{rom his colonial expeiicnce. From first 1o fast, withy just & few
concexsions made, he kept himself supatior and different, n a
strong!y authoritarian streak of character. The absence of the sexual
. jeterosexual or homosexual - 15 an astonishing gap in the tex
and peints to a high degree of personal reprassion. Wihal were his
cxsual relalionships with the men around L or the women, as he
passed the years {roin Twenty to forgy? 1t i not possible to work
pul, nor is it Sasy 1o 568 in his writing that sexuality taking Ay
displaced [orms:even hisreligion chows no signs of vesiasy (there
ars o symproms like those of 51 1ehn of the Crogs, of sexual inich
o th Christ!), A languase as wniwvare of the seyual pr thia s - is
& Merence from The Tempest in this rogard is nuteworthy - could
nover beeome 4 language iy which @ uncepstand the seif. Knos
could e o colonizing agent aniy Baeuuse e did niow have stch
pnderstanding, Parhaps the point thet he never masried wien he
erurned to kngland medns dat the sexyal was Rever a16m piatiin
for imye bt that means that there was nathing in him which could
be turned round, made to feel itselfl inadeguate i relutian to 1ie
Anprands of the Other, Notg sexdnal man. nes was e polytrepis
mran, foc, despite Bis bl in savivel, he ahways romaicod the same
persan, convineed of umsell, & man of oie idea. Perhaps he shows
the idez of polylopic man Lo be something of & rumanticizing of

the colonizer.
F ram chapter 14 to the end, Knus namaies fs eskap:
Throughout, the language of Cliistianity sastains bim: he
sees i everything that happens to him the favour of Ged, which
makes him. therefore, in his own eyas, always in the right: 15 this
nigralizing language which provents the render from ever coming
clusé to hiim, so sel-protective is il The language acting as ameant
never to interrogare his motives, S, if lanzuage i5 the dnstrument
ol empire, it is crucial thal the hegemenic represenition ol Sn
Lanka in the sevanigenth centary sh. ' o ve heen in English -
thouah it i wash spmmaeboripn, s srbmow hede g, - s
tearned Sinhalagunng his [wenty yzars on the siand, being 1 that
extent polyropie marn, and complicating our sense of him.

1Caneof the strengths of Dr Jayawickrama's stuidy is thatshe drass
on New Historicism's writing ol the Caribbean for lier inspiration,
anwiher is her use of Edward Said's Orjentalism (1978), atound 12
texl for nost-colonial studies, putting the subisct of the 'other frt 1y
on the map, and giving that study of the ‘ethers’ of Europe 1 1d
America an ennabling power by drawing on (he thecretical w. rk
of Miche! Foucault, as much as New Histaricisn: rrafited [em
hirn. For Said, the crucial aspect of Foucawit was his wriling oo
‘discourse’, which begins in Foucault, with 1he sharpest clatity, with
his Inpugural Lecture at the College de France, he Order of
Discourse (1970). Thetitle of Foucuult's lecture impiies that the
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pesver of contrelling the-discourse is crucial, that the ‘discourse of
truth’ 15 what prevails, and what determines what 15 knowledge:
snyone whose insights are not framed within the terms of the
dominant discourse is excluded. lsine Mietzsche, Foucaull
emphasises the historical dominance of the 'will to truth', the
demand thal knowledze iz focussed towards knowing the trith,
and demanding that the froth’ of a person, including: his or har
"inner tuth, be cxpressed in tecms of the discourse, not inthe rerms
that they might select, With preat pertinence for Knox and his world,
Foucault writes that he is especially interested o investizating the
sixteznth centary, 't the time when there appears, especmlly in
England, @ science-of the pare; of observation, of the established
fact, a certain natural philosophy ... this wes without a doubl a new
form of the willta know! (quoted, Roberl Young, Unbying the Text:
A Pastsructuralise Reader, London: Routledge, 1981, p. 70]. 1t is
not surprising that Knox's book contains miaps, which Dr
Javawickrama resroduces, proof of extensive obs=rvation, that
Knox's study is o empirical picce that assumes the superionty of
the Western wav of seeing, and that this empiricism which feels it

g

can write 2hout 'Ceyvlon’ i useparable from e will w know,

i Fdward Said's argumient, colonialismand inperialiam ars

sustained by the coloniser's belizf i the power of Weatem
dizeotrse 1o describe ot ouly the Western sell, bul also tig otk
o hring ovcr all the same suiveying power: Insncepiranh (o the
Bonk, Seid queres Trom Mar! "Thevicannot reprosent themselves;
greyrmust b represented’, The guesting iz dlways whohns the powers
pfspeaking @ who jedepied the powattotepresent themselvies:
in the Historiea! Belafion we see the confidence that Knox has
that he can represent 511 Ldnka ohjectively In thie sams way, travel
writing, a tonic gnalysed by Mary Lowis Prat, whose work, in
Lmpreried Eyes Tavel Biiting ond Provseidfturation (1993 ] is driwn
on by Dr Javawlckrama, always presents iseif as empiriciet dnd
neptral, ust secinawhal i3 thers, Yet it affome the addnest of the
regians it descrities and nongsals fis colenial superiority: the same
is massively trug of such a magazine 2s Naricual Geographic. The
vinlence of colonial possession is supplemented by the power of
Western discourse, misking the' [anpuaas in which thie subject 18
e cle to speak indedd thie instrunvent of empire. The Ol 3t 35 aot
junt dotnbuited, it 5 even more, produced s on object for seientific
slucky -and also For romaniicising, by vwestorn di

watse, which,
Siid -arzues, itneeds o prodiuce, beoaw o wisbes Lo be Bble 1o
speak about and for an 'other'. Sald's cxamiples are taken from
ineteenth century accourits of Egypt and Turkey, and not from
seuth, or south-sase Asia, Dr Jayawickiamaadapts Said Lo her use,
v ich is to briog to bear the wark of Foucault, New Histericism

i Said on Odentelism, ot such @ canomical aut wr - in S
| amkan forms - g5 Knox. Moting, specifically, that 8§ d says thal
Cricmtalism isa‘male perception of the world (121}, - he re-réads
W ow's way ol conceptualizing 1he sexes, snd discus: 5 his view
ol vomen, throueh the language of anctherNew Histo cist, Lovis
hlatiose, in seeing in Knox an ‘osclllation between fescination
ancl tepulsion, likeness and stranpeness, desire to dostroy and
osimalate the otier' (F20). The point Is a reminder that Monirose

18

has given the cue to Di Javawickrama to supplement the terms
Mewy Historicism through the writing of Freud, who becomes, the
another way in 1o the question of how we iy rgad Koox's w
how account for its writing and its unconscious.

It s amatter of finding ways to read what we have been accustom
to read n 2 partivula way before, znd of undoing the profogs
ideolozival effeets tha. earlier readings have had, Dr Jsyawickrar
speaks of her first encounter with Knox in high school. in
institution founded by wmelican mussionaries 'Knox wasan unrig
Christian wha bad wi stood wilh fortitade the secissitudes of |
thcaptivity ipa "pag: a" land; and bad emerged with-his Laith
Go unimpaired and | is-charzeter unblemished. His Hixtort
Kedationefihe laind an the peoplewas considersd the most relmb
teeord of seventeenth zentuyy Cevlon! [3-4L In speaking thus
the effesrs of her edcation, Dr Jayawickrama opens up 1
poseibility for more v ask to be-done on the actual influence
Kenox withm Sei Lant an-ideology. Her first chapter sets out he
iheoretical perspective . deriving from Mew Historiciam, herseconl
discusses Keen and ¢ ons through his personal history. Her thi
chapter draws an una gy between the power of colonial writ
cingz the familiar trope that the island whi
i5 to be conguered by the male colonizer is @ welcoming femal
The fourth and the fth chapters-are fascinating secounls
Rajzsingha's formso power and sule; and here good use isma
of illustration. In thes  two chapiers.she applies the methodolog
of New Hintoricism 1 the King himz=slf, and to the civilization th
hewasnarof, showi rhow his power wasexercised in a similar
public, theatrical, an . even fnprovisgtory: manncr a5 that of (
English Elizzbethan and Jacobean court, The insights here into
vse of seace, and the depléyment of cergmonies of power, a
Fascinating. The fasttwo chaplers tum back e Knox, o his influen
on Defor, and 100 s "Autohiagraphy! within the tradition @
Pretestzat ponfassinnal practices. A conclusion wiraps things g

T

and scxuatb violenice, ¢

gresrzad Knox's text; as De Jayaw ickrampe does, i the hiz
of the theorists already mentioned, ¢ not Lo mock Knox,

- purson; indeed, be may be the subiect of o grudging adniration

Rather, it iz to see the discursive impact of his writings; and
hase [tke him, in ¢ nsoliduting views aboutwhizh isthe dominan
cillidrz and the ont to be respecied, dod o giving & senss of Ll
power of the norn ddive guture of 'English’ valoes in the face g
those of Sn Lanks n the seventesnth century. Though Enox w
lield in captivity, tl 3t point can be vsed 1o make his captors seem
less than hime 10 the o views, and beliefa: the 1éstimony of suffering
becomes one which makes for the ideclogy of the moval superiority
of the colonizer, und which gives a glamour te the idea of empire
as linked with adventurc, This was the senise that generations of
schoulbeys, at least, in Britain, got from reading, for instance,
Diefoe: 1T my wermory servies, there was o papercalled Boy's Owi
which was widehy read inmy voull winich lostered just ial ided
"I critic Martin Green, in his stidy Deeds of ddventure Dream:
af Empire {Lotdon: Routledpe, 1980) writes - in 2 mode that owes
nothing to Foocault, or Said - about the impact of such men's and
boy's adyemures on crezting the imperialist imagination in th
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—ath and twentieth centuries: Kipling being the least
ssoeable in giving the sense of empire as an adventure for
fiie sevlessness of the adventure should be nuted). The presanl
remembers being forced through B.M. Ballantyne {1825
L gse) = <chool, and through John Buchan {1975- 19401 in Prester

oee of the meny novelsabout the Hritish in Africa, like those
o Rider Hageard (1856-1925) in King Codantan's Mines, which
o had 10 bie read, and She - and this school reading was taking
piace i London, without any trony on the part of thost whio
mescribed i1, duting (he time of official decolenization oEAfNCa
S wonder Dr Javawickiaa recalls flhie phiase of Muszi wa
=5 oo, ‘deolonizing the mind’ (4)). Green argues tiar Defod's
e Sgencs generated such wrilers as thie above; and othars such as
Sastain Marrvat (102U R4 8), wililose HNPACT YRS felt throughoul
S ninetestth and twentieth centuties by a kind of osmosis. And i
e arpumient is pight, il returns us o Koo, and ovidence for Wit
Caeen says is found in the sender-politics that plays throush the
Frae Relation.

wodif it ie a guestion ol re-reading, there 15 anpther puitit o be
sade from Bdward Said's taier work. Culiure and dmperiaiism

15593), which shows haw Dritich writig, evan inthe Lards of g
—iics on the left, such as Raymond Williams, liad remainad
e onscious oF the colonial dimension ol those Engtish nuvels that,
wolie e povelists just mentioned, remamcd critical uf English
se=ology. {Think of the fun thal Viekens makes of all forns »f
Seestant Pucimnismeend busineas-iterests. ) Thus. to follow Suid,
fane Ausien's Mansfield Pork says nothing abouat Sit Thumas
Sertrain's English couniry house being finznced by his forunes in
e Carinbean: nor Is Charldtte Bronts much mate aware ol the
smplications of Jant Lyre's maney coming from Madeira, while
4 Cariblsean and Indiagre also brought infe that novel as legitimale
spheres of Englisn interest. Dickens, toe, shows himeell very
creonscious of the oplum trade whan bringing s hero back from
China in Litde Doreit, = rade wiiich had forced war in Ching, and
scured the British prssession of Hong Kong in 1847, Pauick
Brantlinger, in his study Rule of Darkness! British Literoture ond
Imperialism, 1830- 1574 (19R8) - the title recalls Conrad's short
<tory ahout iniperialism i Afvica, Heart of Darkress {1 g9 - finds
a0 British writer whio was critical of imuertalisin as a systeni n
thi incteenth century. If po-otie was coitical of inpeidalism, that
may not be SUTprising, if the alfieial ideology of the couniry coitld
wrace back a herolsm in the earliest English colanizers, past Deloe,
sieht back to people tike koox. But, to the British readr now, i
does sugpest that itmight be good to re-reading e Vietorian novel
in terms of repressed guilt shaut the colomes; gailt that conld not
b= articalated, but which was nonetheless there.

parhaps the most decisive chinge {liat has taken place in reading,
brought on frst, to a cerin extent by the point that Hritain is itself
a posteolonial society (one third of all Londoners come from
eotrtries which were former colonies of Britain), and second a3
aive ol the concomitants of globaiizat joan. is the recognition, already
discussed, of the complizity of nineteenth century Writing with
inperialism, S$o 00, there has been recognition of the Jmportance
of posteolonial literatures. I bring ut the significance of Knox,
then, points 1o the imporance of uniderstanding the founding
miamenss of that eolonialism, which penmitted Western societicd
1o call themsatves madern, and 15 dismiss othiess o5, despite their
sophistication, primitive, Dr layawickrama's Writing that Conguers
quns: of course, n its tithe: it disws attention o the imperiaiist
azenda in Bnex, o the nialerice of thic tetter! that she guaies taciques
Derrida os discdssing [53-33}, 00 the dominating effects uf
discourse, and it simiiarly ghows thata writiag wiich unveils that
s @ wey of reversing the flaw of power, insofar as syeh witing
s tie veil of repression that has hung over thie reception f the
colonial rext. The book sueceeds it bringing outa vasl ameunt & :
scholarstip in s aim of miaking the colonial epcounts of ko,
444 Sr | anka pacadizmatic, for getting it looked at again in & we,
int is selfereflzctive, critical of the ideeleay within which ks
wrotz, 1 chat sense, it vifers.an cxenple for readers of et al
<énts wha came after, to build pr whal has basn dinehere, 13ass50 1€

3

came al its findings and 1 geve un (Fom there:

Knex's text marks out what Sri Lanka lost from its coboral
encounters, and passes on ils insighs o that old world as rom
scimcone wha has no deubt of is right Lo interiere, and whe v ould
obvicusly do so again if he had the chance. That spirit of ¢ ltaral
imperialism, of course, has nol chunged & ali o an cra ol zlabul
power, it has anly chenged its shape, and its segeraphical sourct.
1t i= put the Paritanizm of Enaland, now, bt il dates fram the
Purimnsia that, in the sane period as Knox, was taking rootin
aw Frgiand, and elsewhere it e United States, DU, Lawrence
- always an interesting, it very problematic Williess - Says. Gpily.
shout those Purisans, that they went to Angerica not for freedom.
but because they distrusted freedom, because they prefirred 1more
authoritarignism. Whatgver cantinaities or discontingities oxis!
Between the seventeenll sentury andthe srzeent American religiobs
right. that Purisan eihic is still the source of g spiril convinced af
sealf ard of irs ability to guide, or contra), or Impase s own
sandurds on the other. To cngage with these issues of how kaox
could convinge himsell and remain convinged all his life of his
awn culural superiority, and to be aware wf, and wary of thil spirit,
arc some of the lessons of Dr Juyawickrama's Dook. l
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