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PEACE AND RECONCILIATION?

W hen President Kumaratunga
PR s cads il Advisory
Counail for Peace and Reconciliation on
Oictober 04, 2001, the deep fissures of the
Southern Sri Lankan polily on the peace
prociess had already been made visible The
l.cader of the opposition UNP refused 1o
take part in the Council, arguing thst what
lhe President shonld smmadiately do was
not to seek advise.of the oppasilion, but to
proceed with the talks with the LTTE
without delay. The Tamil Mauonal Alliance
also baycolted the Council, aceusing the
President of resgriing to delaying tactics.
However, at her inavguration speech,
President appealed 1o the UNP (o consider
Wieir decision to stay away frem the eouncil
and jnin the process even ata el stage.
What appears gquilé eclear §s that
reconciliation between the govemment and
thie oppasition is a very difficult geal to
achieve, Mationai reconsiliation withoul
government-opposttion reconciliation -
paradoxically, that 18 what Srf Lanka is
supposed to sirive for,

The Councils* inauguranion ceremny 4150

indicated enormous difficulties thal the

Sinhalese Buddhist and natioaalist
leadership appear to cncounter about the
value of peace and reconciliation as =
normaiive oal, The Buddhistpreistes whe
spoke at the ceremony extended, as did the
NP vader, sonditional suppoit oo penes

tt was very olear that they were guite
skeptical about anegotiated peace with the
LTTE. A negotiated peace. they insisted,
would be acceptable to them only If it did
notendanzer the rizhis and interests of the
majority Sinhalese Buddhist community,
Skepticism abowt peace can hardly provide
much intellectual or political impetus for
reconciliation. Meanwhile, the best spiriiual
messages fur paaee und reconsilicon o
delivered ar this ceremony by minarity
religious leaders — Cathalic, Hiudy and
{slamic, Yel, the religious minonty voices

can hardly influence thz majerity's spiritual
leadzrship about humanistis values of peace
and reconciliation,

These are dilemnas of 57 Lanka's quest
for peace a1 preseat, They are also
dilemmas that do noi seem 10 have gasy or
garly resolutien, Perhaps: both peace and
eeconciliation in Sri Lunka are stow-
moving processes. They caniet be imposed
o society fram above. Neithercan they be
sustained without achive p.:m:ipaum of the
palitical elite. A divided ang d scli-centric
political ¢lite can oily further weaken an
already fragile peace process in 5ri Lanka
Even ther, any nieaningfui wransitivn
towards peace in Sri Lanka §5 lafeely
conditioned on the capaciiy of Hre tuling
paiitica: ¢litss Lo CEVEIOp o wnified
apnroach 1o peace through pegotalion and
patitieal reionm,

ne key positive mess2oe that e

ped {rom the President’s speech was
her neceptance of the Oslo framework,
eatlier npreed apen-by the UNP and the
LTTE In Pacember 2003; as (he basis for
futore talks with the LTTE. Ske also
peftarated ner povernment's comminnaniio
a faderalist solution to the-ethnic confligt
However, it peeds o be neted thar the
L1 iE's ISGA proposals have given a
flexible interpretation o the Qslo formula
nf evninring & federaiist option en the
concept of internal self-detarmination. In
the next phase ol talks, athin or niininiatist
interpresation ol the Oslo framewaork by the
Colombo aovernment may not be ef much
hel Lo further the peace pracess

Meznwhile Srilanka’s stalemata in peace
talks secrrd to have entzred o phase of
further protraction. One may botice in this
phase of negotiation stalemate a tendency
Lowards further widening the oulf between
the Sinhalese and Tamil palitiss. Tnilizential
political and intellectual groups 1 the

Sinhalese society are mohihzing fof
againgt power sharing and federalis
reviving the old fear that power sha
with the LTTE will lead to mevitable b
up of the Sri Lankan statc. All these ans
en a politica! solution are incident
concentrated en the LTTE's 1SG
propusais. In the absence ol constru
dialogue between the Sinhalese, Tamils
Musliia political leadsrships, the 15
proposals have resulted in forther wide
the disla e thul separates the North. =
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