o is an infense debate in Sri Lanka af present about ihe natsre af the post-civil war state. Federatism fies entered the official

ot discourse. We reproduce below the full text af S WRAL

17, 1926, which appeared in The Ceplon Morning Lewidee

Bunderanathe's famous

« Fadoralist § seech” delivered in Juffua on

FEDERATION AS THE ONLY SOLUTION TO CUR
POLITICAL PROBLEMS

SN Daas Pandaeranaike

Inder the auspices of the Srudents’ Congpress i
S W.R Dias Banderseaike, B.AL (Oxon), Barrister-al-iaw,
folivered a very imteresting lecluse on U ederation a5 the
only Selution toour Polilical Problams” O fnaac Phambyes
presided

M- Randacanaike said that it was necessary in thz Tirst place 1o

touk piace: The lecturer then rele
Si: P. Ramanathan then the Bduc
Arunachatam startad ihe national €
fhe mavement for aoitation for
ararted tha arficies which all the 1 ambers subscribed themselves
wvas thit their aim and poal shoul be sel(Governmanl withie Hhe
Fmpire. Beyond the securing ol - sw mare seats inthe Legislative

=d 1o the greal part played by
ad Ceylonese Member. Sir P
imgress, Itwas he whi taihered
weon. Whan the Congress was

calize the [mpartance of the preseat fime. A Tet siem of the | Counsil nothing else wus doae. those who seitaied far wivnn
Comstitution was duc in 1528, A selisfactory measure af seifs | voreentrated their whels ereriic: op arguing in iwo directions on
government was thersfore expected. 1L was thesefore necessacy 16 Fallacicas hasie, The system was . O questioned as (01t suitalaility
Sink very clearly and realize in its entirenv the whole polidcal secondly they aimed ut copyiag the type of Governingnt as existing
susstion, A false siep taken, o false proposal made nov would be | in England. The resull was that the Leaislative Counsil at presont
ry difficull (o retieve in the futare. They all wanted sole | They were Government Members who were not responsible Lo any
sovernment. The guestion remained what was (he measure of seif- | body of volers, The territonal principle was acknowlsdeed, the
o ermment They Were aiming at. comraunal principle acquiesead and when all wis said and dane
the assembly hiad ne real power. The Lecistative Council had =
There wera briclly rwe forms of Governntent met withis Caylon, | cerainmeasue af contrel over the finances; but thai ¢id notamount
me form was the Nindazuma® sysiein of lud tenure, the ather | ta mueh. The Executive Council was divereed from Lhie Lopiskative
c=s the Heatmen svstem of provineial sdminisieation. The | Council iooked like & School Boys Dehating Society, Thal was the
Nindazama sysien wasa Foudal form of Gaveryment As jong as vet result of the agnation of the last few years, Theprice paid for it
s feudal dues wers paid (they wete afveer= ~din hand) manotice. 1 W 1« the Sintaless Tanil Split ind the Low Coundy aad Kandvan
35 taken of anythine elee, In the Hzadmen system. thevce | Sinhalese spiit, The minoride s, looked willy faistrust one ul #ic
vt considesed s the unit, The King had his various Lisuwas, other. It wis wrang to thit < thal the differeaces wete nal
2ate Mahatmeyas, cle. The various provinces were divided and | fundamental. Thers were men ' tho thought that the difterence were
cbdivided 111l one came 10 the Cansabawa, The Gansabawas Wwas created by @ few ambitious po sons and when those persons died
somposed of the head of each family of all those i the village (he differences would disappt 1r. A hundred years 2go there were
srespective of wealth, The litigants hud the right L& appealtothe | nO such dilfsrences. They did aot appear because the Englishman
King himself but the Gansabawas’ docision was rurely upsez. Al | satonthe oéads of the Tamil, the Low-Country Sintilese and the
st meant that the whole land was a loose federation Bourd b; Kandyan Sinhalese.
one common oath to the Ring, When the [British cami (o the iglan:
ihey introduced & centralized form ofGovernment, Thateentratizec | The mament they begau o speak of taking the Government in
farm of government as introduzed had a semblares of o frec | theis hands, than the differances that ware lying dommant
inetitution. Even to the present day it was nothing else bat a smouldered torth. If they considered past histary they would sec
mureaucratic form ef Government. thit the three commznities, the Tamils. the Low-Country Sinhalesc
and the Kandyan Sinkalese had lived or over a thousand year= in
'he lecturer then Telerred to the course of political agitation for | Ceylon and had not shown any tendeney taimcrze. They preserved
larper measure of reforms, It did mot start G915 when the riots their languags, their customs, their religicn. He would be veryrash
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man who would pin his faith on the graduzl disappearance of those
differences.

The lecturer then procesded to outling the difticulties that would
crop up. The Legislative Council would un. er the anticipated
reform Government, elect their Prime Minist=r and the various
Ministers. Now there was a certain proporti i of members to
represent the various communitics. If that proportion was
maintained, in the ministry too the communiti 5 would demand a
certam proportion.

A centralized form of Government assumed a b imogenous whole,
Iz knew no part of the world where u Governr ent was carred on
under such conflicting circumstances as woult be sxperienced in
Ceyvlon,

Those would be the troubles 17 a centralised fi m of Government
was introduced nto countrics with lange conn unal differences,

\n i Federal Government, exch federal unit b d complate powsr
over inemselves. Ye they united and had one pwo assembhes 1o
diseuss masters affecting the whole country. Tt was the form of
sovernment in the Linited Stares ol America. A (b seif Goverming
Aomitions. Australia, South Africa, Canada b W ihe same systom.
Swilzerland afforded a beter example for C ylon. It was a small
colantry: but three races Hved there Trench, € 20nans and lalizns;
Yer Switzertand was a country where t ¢ federal form of
Government was very successful. Tach cant n managed its own
affairs. But questions of the foreign affairs, conunerss, delence
sic. matters about which cifferences and controversies would be
at 4 tninimum were dealt with by tie Fedeal Assembly, 1il Ceylon
sach Province should have complete avtonomy, There should be
one or twa assemblics to deal with the special revenue of the island.
# thousand and one objections could be raised azainst the systam
bt when tha chiections were dissipated, he wis convinged that
come Torm of fuderal Government weld be the anly sulution. He
had not dealt with the smaller commaunities, For such communities
temporary “rrangements could be made for special representation.
Those temporary srrangzemems would evist 1l the fear xised
phnt sae commuity trvingto overlord . ather, He would suzgest
¢he sume for the Cobombo Tamit seai, The hree main division: n
the island were the Kandyan Sinhalese, the Low couniry Sinhalese
-nd the Tamils. It was difficult to fine a system that would
comple tely satisfy everyone, That was inb ief the Fedaral System.
Lie would be satistied if it was recogniz.4 thal the prublem did
o vist, | “there were & better form of plan, he hoped semeene would
think ¢ yout it and place it before the people.

fvel discussion srsued. The folloving is a brief account of the
pabnls dised.

%o LK. Chanmugam did not understand how the Federal system
vrorked in early davs of Ceyion Iistory. He did net understand
| the system outlined would be worked satisfactorily especially

s feelings of a wrong type were uppermost in many minds. Hz

inctanced the way in which Sir I Arunachalam was treated in the
endeavours 1o come forward for the Colombo scat and also &
way in which Sir Ramanathan was mreated i the election of
vice-President 1o the Legislative Council.

Mr. Subiah said that even in the Federal assembly differences wouls
BrEe.

Mr. Julius Philips said that the Federal system would be alright 3
provirces where one race was overwhelmingly farge. How was
the Western Provines Lo dealt with?

Mr, LH.P. Wijevaratnam instanced the difficulty of'some provine=s
being unakle 1o carry on the work ol administration due o lack ¢
rewsnue.

My C. Philips wished to know haw the questions of religion

caste wers T be solvad ‘Those two questions seemed fo be acates

at leazt in Notth Cevlon, If there were disputes smong the thres
big communities who was to setile them. Judging [romt numbers
(he Lowcountry Sinhelese would have an-easy wialkover.

i B Subramaniameaid that seall communites should ol £~
nezleetad

M. Bailie MyIvaganam said that under all these circumstances &
vwis safe to pe under the Britieh.

Mr. Bandarandike in reply said that the question of religion we
hardly a matter to be dealt with by legislazions. The question o
financial inequality wi serious objection, so alsp wasthe qu esiion
ofeducation. The common fund could be shared among provinee
that required help. The subject was full of controversy. The lasg
speaker had hit the nail on the head, Why not remzin under thi
British? Why all that weny and discussion™ No nation deserved
the namz of & nation if it did not want a measure of seli-Government
it deserved 1o be wiped out the surface of 1Le earth,

Dr 1sane Thambayah said that the leeture was powerfully delivered
and reasonatly thought out. He koped that & grear deal of inters:
would be created. The British Malaye was the only place he kns
where Federation was in working and worsking weli wao. o
sugpested that their leaders of thought in Jullna and Colombo shou
pay a visit to Malaya and come back wrtel vell thiem whae they (houg
of Federation. In conclusion D Thambayah congratulated 1
students’ Congress for its choice of lectures. Semetime ago
eentleman spoke of the ideals of education. That night M
Bandaranaike had spoken of the ideals of Government. He mov
4 vote of thanks to the lecturer. The vote was carried wit
geclamation. — Jafina Cor, =
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