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M Chotaber 04, 2004, President Cliahdrika Rnaralunga inaugnraled
fie Mationa! ddvisory Council for Pedace and Reconciliarion, This
Cwaactl is-meant fobe o commdtative fornm for alf polivcal parries
elipions grongs anid civil society ofganizativns. However (ke Uniied
vational Party, the Tamil Naticrial Alliance and Jathita Hela Urienaya

sapeatted the wegwration. The foflow inprere excernis fom the Yexi of

e gpeech delivered by Dawglas Devanands, ME and Migiseer the
sader of ihe Falam Peaple s Demacratic Party. The EPDP is a
anstitiest rarty of the piding L coalition

vEdert iy e thet these proposaly for piver-sharing have heen
megeled Gy the ERLDF 3w comiest af the FTTEY pragesals for an
nferin sel-poviernment authori Minisior Devanarnda § pronosoly alis
fera framewark wiichis mucl widorthon the tonsiiintianal proposals
I President Kumoratinga s Peogte ¥ Allience vovermment firmlaied
0 IS PR e 2000,

EPDI’S PROPOSALS FOR
PEACE

Douglas Devananda, MP

“I huad been a pin-carrying mizituat lesder, | had fought the armed
forces of the 5¢3 Lanknan state. | fought for the estublishment of
soverzign independent state comprising the Norhers and Eastern
‘rovigees-of SriLanka L amelso aneoithe meny Temil mititaats who
ave up the grmeed struggle for the ectablishment of & soversizn
riapenclanT st A foined the demecratic meinstiream of S Lankia
rbawring the [ndo Sri Lanka Agrecmcht of 29 July 1987,

I'sm one of the many Tamil miliants: who, after the stoning of the
wli S Lanka Agreemeny, were convinged that pur armed struggle
ad proved she point that the Sd Lanksn Staze could nut continue 10
eny the legiimate rights of (the Tamil peaple, and that it would
~neeiorth be possitle Tor the Tamil people to live us eguals with the
dnhaiese and the Muslims within 2 united Sri Laoka. if subssantial
levilubion of powers 1o the Provinees could be guaranteed by the
oiatitutian,

Wihat thevast mafority ofthe Tamil pevple of this country are yeaming
ir i 59 hopzarable politicn] salution within a united Sei Lanka, based
nodevolution of powers to the Provinces: Having wken note of this
ceming of the Tamil penple, the Eelam People’s Demucratic Parly
w8 el slong eleacly speiveut it seiution o tie ethnic proliim ol 5n
anet | would Hke 1o ke this epporluniy to hishlight what we
onsider should be the salient features of such s solution:

1) Bubetantial po.sers o be dovolved to the Pruvinces through 8 new
wons i bon,

(i1} The Morthern wnd Eastern Provinces ol this country to be
permunently nrerged as a single Morth-Eusl Provincs.

[ii} Special constitwtional arrangements 1o be provided to sufegpuard
the interests of the Muslins snd the Sinhaless wha live in substantial
nurnbers in the Morlb-East Provines.

{iv) The Nordh:East Provinte to be bestowed with pEymmelric
devadulion of poavers tn view of it distinetiveness.

() Pelice powers o be v desolved on the Piovinces.

iwi]) Provinctal Coversvents to have the nighUe nesatiste for and enter
inke wgrcements inocespect of Torsign: loans ond depor funds: for
'iJL"1'E|‘::'[1:'|1l;.'|'|I.

{wii} Sn Laniizto be o secular sinie,

(viii) The naticnal Mag of Sri Lauke to adequasly reflect the puli-
ethnie chsracier of 30 Lanka.

{ix) The naticne] anthem of 511 Larka (o be recogrized a5 haviog caunl
vl inhoth Sinhala tod Tamtl
(x}51 Lanka is 19 have anon-executive President and s non — execulive
Vice President, both of them nut belonging to the sanemhaie 2rOUp I
#ny vngme,

f
(%) The armed forces 0f 30 Lanka to reflect the evinic composition of
live gountry,

(st} Bath thie Sinteia and Tamil langlaages WO emios the status ofoffaizl
languages of the country

{xiiis Phe Pariament of 36 Lanka Yo-consist of tao Houses: the House
of Representatives and the House ol the Provinees, and., both |suses
e relleet 1o ethn:z composition of the cotintry.

(xiv) Fvery Provineial Legistature to setlect the ethalc composition of
that-Province,

(v AT citheenscof S Canka living abread o be provided facilitics to
exercize herr Fanchise

(xvi) The Worh-East Provinge 1o be conferrad the right (o establish
culiural and trads [aterest sections in Sri Lankan missions shroad.

ixvi1) The Supreme Court and the Court ol Appeal 1o refleet the cthric
compusilion of e coutlry,

{xwiii} The Provincial Governments & have a say in the appaintment
of judges 1o the lower courts ol iustiee.
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