HAIL TO OCTAGENARIAN OSMUND JAYARATNE !

Carlo Fonseka

P rofessor Osmund Javaratne is on the brink of
cctagenarianhood. Knowing him as [ do, | have reason
to believe that three passions have shaped his long, purposeful
life: the love of physics, the challenge of politics #nd the
exciterment of dramatics.

Born on 2 October 1924, Ossic - as his friends fondly c2ll kim
- win the prestigious Turnour Prize'al Royal College, Colombo,
ir. his time. He gained entrance to the University of Ceylon in
1947, specialized in physics. graduated with honeours and wert
ot acquire a docterate in the subject from imperial College,
University of Londen. He ended his dictinguishad carcer in
aca eme in 199 25 a Prafessar of Physics in the University of
Colombao.

While an undergraduate he joined the Lanka Suamp Sarajs Party
oree and for all in 1944, and matured into one of s leading
theoreticians, Combiring theary with oraxis in the 18570s, Gssic
won toree successive elections to the Colombeo Municipal
Council in the name of the Party,

As if reading pliysies and politiching were not occupation
ennugh for an undergraduate, he was zlse picked by renowred
Professor B.F.C. Ludowyk himseif, to play imporiant wles in
about 2 dozen plays, The acme of his achievement in drematics
came in the late 19505, when under the direstion of Professor
Ashizy Balpe, he played the lead role in Swedish plavwright
Strindberg’s famous play called “The Farher'. Sc impressed
wiis one raving eritic by Ossie’s impassioned performance that
Iz surmarily dubbed him “the best acior in the country.”

Brooausy hts 1i5e was so suffused iwith absiruse phyeo_
principled politics and high guality dramaties, Osinund Jayarsine
weould be my first choice for the putative title of ‘Sri Lanka’s
lasr Renaissurice Man™

Nehody need tell those who know Ossie well that hie is bilingual
vith a vengesncs. The bad news is that Ossie cannot write
grmore becanss he is - as we must perlorce say nowadays -
wisually handicagped, The other day when | gently probed the
degree of his visual dizability. Ossie - never one fo call a spade
by any other name - bluntly said : ®Look, 1 am & Lind as 2 |

~Bar" The good tews is that he is not batty. Actually, only the

truly sane like Ossie (and me} can emain indefinitely loyal to
the LSSE. but that is beside the poir & Though unabie to put pen
to paser, Ossie can still 1alk scc rately, blithely, cegenily

definitively, eloguently and Muent . In truth he is a delightful
talk-show. He tzlked tothe Secial ¢ zientists® Assooiztion about
his life and times which the SSA £ ithfully recorded. The SSA
then contracted Mr. Sirisumana C sdage - surely Sri Lanka's
Teadding publisher as of pew - to pub sh the Memeirs of Ogannd
Jayaratne. Ta politically consciow English educated members
af the alder veneration reading Os: ic™s memoirs is bound 10 be
& wicarious. nostalgic, even cathe tic expetience, To socially
sensitive members of the youngi - generation whe read and
understand English, Dssie's men 3irs will provide a elinpze
into thie sense of inner satisfactio | that comes from unselfish
commitment to a vistonary gaal « ae believes in. | uncerstand
thas amang those warmly feli itating Professur Usmund
Javisslne on the ocgasion of is B "histhday are Her Excellency
the Fresident and tiw Honour ble Prime NMinister of the
Democratic Soctalist Republic o Sri Lienka,

Fittingly, Ossie’s memoirs wos launched by the 5SA at the [

NiM. Peréra Canire, Borzlla on Friday the 1" of October 2004

at 5 pm. | do not know liow much personal histery Ogsie has
recountad in his Meroirs. What | do know is that he has beena
public intellectual, and something of & selebrity in acadzme.

Perhians hie has reeounted his 1ife like it really wae, warts and

all. With or witheut wars, many of his former pupils literally

warship their tezcher, friend and philosopher, Ossie’s cluse
. iends can only sape at the devotion with which his wile Joyee
(whtin he married twice) loc s after our amiable puddy, He
can still expatiate on the natur ofthis thing called Tizht whizh
he no longer enjoys. He {is ens ariticully 10 the news on
interrational television which e cannot watch, and percaives
in his mind’s eye the crisis v ' globalized capitalism and the
need for a humane socialism. € o demand he will reel ol chunks
of 1exts of the roles he played decades sgo. Physics, politics
and dramatics continug to fuel the lifé of this indomitable spirit.
He ix an unyiciding Samsan who cannot be downtrodden by
the trampling march of blind matter. Thank Dialectical
Mazerialism for Osmund Jayaraine! @
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