PEACE WATCH - Jayadeva Uvangoda

After the Elections: Political Fire-Walking

ri Lanka's parliamentary election, concluded the other

day, has not so far contributed anvthing substantial to
crasing the couniry’s political uncertainty and instubility.
However, it has at least added one new expression fo the popular
Sinhalese political lexicon, hang puriimentuwa (‘hung
parlinment)!

The indecisive outcome of the election had nlways been there 1y
be seen ever since the President and her colleapues began, in
September-October last year, to entertain the ides of fresh
parliamentary polls, After a costly and bitler clechion campaign,
Sri Lankan people now have 8 frectured legislature and a minorily
government. Theroisa fresh sense of despendng orisis which, quite
tronically, many do not seom to feel, The new government's
immediate task 15 to ensure its survival and that reguirés sight more
purliamentury scats, Thul is nol an éasy goal (o achigve, given the
unstable politicul balance that exists in the new parliament. Trving
to aplit either the UNF ar the TNA, in order to gt the support of
some of the opposition ranks, 13 not ensy at the moment. Splitting
the TMA would be an extremely risky option, which may even

bring at risk the cease-fre agreement with the LTTE. Unleds

President Kumatatunga works swifily to expand her coalition (o
inelude the CWC and SLMC, April may prove itselfto be; to borrow
a phruse from written i 1971, the cruelest month for the Frecdom
Alliance,

Election Qulcome

T his election’s putcome his some startling eataes, The
cntitics that suffered losy are the UINP and (he SLFP the
lwo mainstream polilical partics. The UNE lost the governmental
power, and aboul Ave percent of its electoral support base
countrywide. The SLFP has lost its strength within the Freedom
Alliance which it Jeads, o the emerging powerhouse of the JVE
Those who made decisive gains at the election are the VP, the
LTTE and the Hela Urumaya. All throe are non-mainstrcam catitics.
The margins in the political spectrum have now come to the center
and those who occupied the center have been pushed aside. That,
and that alone, makes the pacliamentary election of April 02, 2004
2 possible twming point in the islind’s twisted path of pulitical
change in reeenl years,

This shift in the balance of pewer marks a qualitatively new political
equilibrium as conerctized in the compesition of the now
parlisment, Sri Linka's is a political society that is acutely fractured

in b vontexd of @ protricted civil war, The unsertain oumcome of
this glection restlling in an mstable minority government, 1s a
fiiely avelirate rellection of that splintered natare of our polisy
There |5 oo poinl in blasing he PR sysiem For that. Even the first-
pest-the post aystem would have etlecied (he degree o which our
polity is deepiy divided, although the culcome under thal s¥sletn
winld have been somewhat dilferent Aciundly, he new hegislalire
will have lve competing cenlers of power — the UINE, the President
and the SLFE, the JVP, the LTTE, and JHU. A muMli-polerized
patliament, expisssiong extrems ethno-nubiomulis; posinons, might
make the legislative process comples and difficull, Bringing

consensus o legislation wmoni the Sinbalese, Tamil ol Muslim

cthng-nationalist Forees in parliament, san e an absolutely difficult

‘exereise. Yet, the fact that all the major political staksholdess in

the polity are now represented] m the new parliament is a positive
gain. No mejor contender for power can now complaint that Sni
Lunka's parfiament is not adequately representative,

Impasse

he new pariiamentary election has not resolved Sn Lanka’s

political impasse that 10was supposed o address, Instead, 1t
has created a new stalemote. The new Allimee government 13 now
wyne to hreak the impasse by resorting to partisan constiiutipnal
chanee. The course of sction it proposes 15 o summon:s constiteent
gssembly and pass the now consthitution throush & simple majority
10 that assembly, The comterpiece of thut copsttunonal chonee will
be the pbolinon of the presidential system and Tenuming to aprima
ministersl govermment. The now constitutional fremework might
also alter the existing electoral system, pechups trunsfonmning the
resulis of the April parlinmensary election in faver of the Allianece,
While listening to the spokespersons of the Alliance these diys,
one gets the impression that there 15 @ school of houghl emerging
within the Alliance making the argument that if the April (2
elections outcome s re-calculated on the basis of the pre-1973
system of first-past-the post syaem, the Alliance would stand to
aain o huge parliamentary majority.

Constitutional reform in ¢ deeply divided society like ours should
be an cxercise in bonging the fractured pality tegether 1o | sparit
of peave und recongilintion. 1 shuwld not sl o greater polarization,
confliot and instability, The Alliance's constihdional reform
initistive does not sezm to have beéen guided by any of these
objectives Itis primarily motivated by the political selt-materest of
the Alliance ‘and its adversanial power dynamics with the TUNP.
Tha real i=sue wday is not whether the exsting 1978 constitution
iz good or bad. The most important question thut the Allianee leaders
seem to ignore is the negative political condequences of a
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Emlnemie constinutional reform process. An clementary lesson
S we s l=am from the disastrous experiences in constitution
R e pestin 1972 a5 well as 1978, 15 that the fundamental
B o e faned shoudd not be altered to suit the political sgenda of
¥ s on the power caleolations of s mdividuat leadership,

Hies Rick
‘.‘-" sewesd from o conflict reaolinion perspective, the Alliance’s
constitutional refort pregrom cun be seen as-a high-risk
smt=mrise. The people’s mandate thet the Alliance 15 supposed to
Save obtimed to change the constitution is nol one that has the
seart of all cthnic comrunities in 86 Lanka The Allinnce did
= receive ol the perliomentary election any significant support
Soen S0 Lanka’s Tamil electorate. Actuglly, the Tamil pzople in
e North-East a5 well a5 the Up-Couniry are not constituent
cemmponenis of the ‘people’ who have given the *mandate’ to the
Allfance. [ indeed 11 is a mondate, il is one which the Alliance has
obisined escentiully from the Sinhulese eleclorite. [Fthe Alliance:
govermment, with no majority io purhament and with the support
of only45% alhe electorite, interprets its parrow clectoral victory
== a mandate to change ths constinntion through a-umlateral process,
it will cermindy provide the impetus and justification for the LTTE
s5d the TNA to Interpret their victory as well i & similor mandate
perspective. In this sease, the Alliance's proposed constitutional
assentbly oplion i o dangerous exercise of political fre walking,
becausc it bases itself on zero-sum politics of self-interest.

Process

S i Lanka doss indeed need a midical alieration of its

consithrtional sttucture, It should be an inclusive process
m which all paries and stakeholders ane involved. At the cenler of
sy new constitutiona] iniliative showid be an pulcome of political
sngaprement between the povernment, the LTTE and the minority
communitics, netively suppdnied by the otherpolitical stakeholders
throlgh their parhoipation, Thenew constititional reform initiative
should alsn be ona that will forther facilitate the peace procass,
herefore, the hest-course of dction that the Alliance povernment
should pursue is o work towsards an interim constitition through
pariinimentiry select committes, One good thing in the present
pariiument is that it provides représenfation 1 all major palitical
forces in our socisty. A& constitutional seleel committee in the niw
pariitmant would be one that will be both representative and
maugive.

A all - party constiintional select committes, mandated to work
= interfm constitution, will 2lsa provide asenze ot seonrity to
the mmnority povernment of the Alliance, When ull partics are
snchuded inw joint mitintive for a new, thoupl inserim, constitution,
here will be virtpally no impetus for the opposition to topple the
smmonty governmant, Actually, an inclusive constilutsnal refrm
sutative through pasdisment would be the most construclive splion
svatlable for 8ri Lunks today, Tnthe framewoik of the new interim

constitution, all the issues of weform, as perceived fmportant by
different stakeholders can be delibemted. That can result in two
interim power sharing ammangements, one atthe level of Sr Lankan
state, and the other concerning the North=Fast. Tn g divided polity,
constitutional retorm cén succeed only when it containg
mechanisms for power-sharing, instead of provisions for exclusion,
d4 m the 1978 constmtion,

Consensus

ng may object to thizs option citing the failed cohabitation

tatks in October-Movember last vear Those consensus alks
lasted only fwo months. Both sides, particularly President
Kumpsrotunga and Prime Mintster Wickramasinghe, should share
the blame for the falure of Tittnwella-Samarawickrama talks o
produce o framework ol vonsensus, There 15 no humm o nving
another chanece to congensus politics, betore emburking on = high-
rigk and unilateralist path of constimtinnal alteration. Actually,
Fresident Kumaratungs is now in a better position w call for a
broad process of consensus talks. The central theme of such @ niew
dialomue {nitiative can be an interim constitution with broad political
and popular suppiort.

Ifthe Alllance and UNP politicians are not ready for a gualitatively
pew phase of political relations ag well ps for bold, creative
initimtives, Sn Lanka’s political future will continue 1o remain
confused and directionless. Meanwhile, that perpotual risk of
relapsing to violence aod war is very much there in the horizon,
The political management of the post-election Norih-Easi is
beconing an increasingly delicate sk i the light of the LTTE's
mitemal crizis, This calls fora pew Iramework of consultation and
diglopue bétween Kumaratinps, Wickramasinghe gnd other
politica! leaders. Let's nol [orget (hal the Eastern province has
always been the weakest link in Sri Laska’s ehiain ol politics,

Prospects for the Peace Process

R esuming the stalled negotiations with the CTTE constitutes
ong of the complex challenges that the new TIPFA
sdministration is facing, Prevccupied with the dilemmas in the
difficult task of regime formation without a workmg maority m
patlinment, President Kumaratunga does not s2em to have spent
iy quulity time on the strategizing of the nexl phose of
nepotiationg. In conteas), the [TTE leadership appears to Have
stritezized therrapproach W talks with the new UPTA repirne, They
hawe already made the point that the UPFA govermment sheuld
rsume nepotiztions without delay and that the azends of the Lulks
should center on the LTTE s 1SGA proposals. With this, the LTTE
has begun the exercise of agenda setting for the talks.

Constraints

T hereare oo basic constraints that the UPEA lesdership will
have to overcomez in preparing for talks with the LTTE,




Foremost among them 15 1o reinvent the Alliance’s approach to the
engagemment with the LTTE, as partieularly evolved during the past
veur. The UPFA was formed in opposition to the way in which the
Wickaramasinghe admimistration wias handling the peace process,
alleping that the UNF had allowed the LTTE to use the cease-fire
and nepotiations to militerily strengthen itselfl In the strongest
version of this eritigue, the Allinnee aecused the LUINF of
endanpermg nationsl seeunty Sri Lank as well as India. Now the
UPFA in power no longer hag the luxury to continue with its
oppositionist rhetoric. 1t hag to seek partnership with the LTTE
znd build anew a relationship of constructive engagement.

This reguires the UPFA to resconsider tts hard line approsch o
negoiiniions: For the last several years, President Kumaraiunga
and her key advisors developed e paricolar upproach lonegotiatons
with the LTTE (the go-called Kumarstunes- Kadirpamar, or KK,
approach), which was based on two fundamental premises. The
first is 1o negotiate from a position of military strength with a
militarily weakened LTTE. The second 15 to abtain minimal
susistance from the ivermational actors; simee the elhnic question
was an “essentially internal matter” that did not warrant
jeopardizing the countoy’s “nations] sovereigniy”’ Sn Lanka's
conflict and peace processes have gone [ar bevond the UPFA s oid
thinking as enuneiated in these two premises. While tha TTTE
engagement with the Colomba government has been based on the
premise of strategic balance, the international community has been
playing & directly active role in the engagement process.

External Actors

M cunwhile, some sections of the UPFA might want to re-
define the role of the exiemal actors in the next phase of
népotintions. Norway’s role has been a purticular target of attack
in the PA-JVF critigue of the UNF-Ied pewce process. Some wore
arguing for a direct role for India. Bolh the PA and the TV viewed
ex-Pritne Minister Wickramusinghe™s stralegy of Duilding an
international safety nel with dismmsy, sCeusing him of taking Sn
Lunka's foreign policy m s decisively pro-Westem direction, It
would be inleresting (oses how Presudent Kumaratunga now sorts
ot the intermatioml dimension of the peace process. She may have
te-disregard the UPEA's somewhat archaic and natioralist approgch
to the oulside world while re-building (he stiained relations with
the Morwegians, However, involving India in the negobation
process will not be an easy proposition. It will radically aller the
sirategic cquation on which the negotiations between Uhe
aovernmant in Colombo and the LTTE will rest. Creation ol u new
sirategic asymmelry in favor of (he government can hardly lelp
resume negotiations.

ISGA Proposals

M eamiwhile; the LTTE is hkely Lo press [or early resumption
oftalks. Fortheir own sirategic reasons, the LTTE lzadership

will continue to declare their willingness 1o engage with amy
gevernment in Colombe. White doing so; they will alsa vary
carafully watch the sigmals that the new government will be sending,
From the Tamil perspective, the outcome of the Tast parliamantary
election 1 one that hus rejected the momdate the UNE sought from
the éleclorate o continié with the peace process. They further see
the UPEA governmied! os one that will impose strong canditionality
on the peace process, while with no unembiguous commilment to
& political solution. However, it is o the stratugie advantage of the
LITE to repeatedly call for early resumption of talks 1o discuss the
[SGA propusals,

The CT'TE lemdership has alrendy fmdicated tsat the apedi for the
nexl phivse ol llks should be on their 1ISGA propusals. By duing
so, the LTTE leadership hus hegun the process of pre-negobiation
maneuvers, Thev 13 to define the agends of wlks from their
stenlegic perspectives, But, it I8 nov clear whether Prosident
Kumaratunga has hid time so far 10 engaze in such pre-nepotialion
diptomacy, She has heen preoccupisd with the priortics ol regime
fermation, She has nov yet identified her ream who would be
enirusted with the negotintion process cither, Regime stability 14
an essentiol precondition lor any goncrete sien tnwirds resumplion
of the peace process. An unstable and wenk UFFA regime can
hardly break s own shackles that prevent it from moving in the
direction of peace negotiations with the LTTE:

Record

H owever, in some strange way, President Kumarsiungm may

b seen as placed in o better position (han the former Prime
Minister to work wowarnds o stable settlement process. She hos the
backing of the armed forces and most of the Sinhalese nationalists
aret with the UPFA. This Wickramaginahe did not enjoy. Some in
Colombe spe Kiumurstungd as having 8 hatter chance of selling
among the Sinhalase masses u peace deal with the Tipers, snce
she commands the support of the natonalists, Komartonga of
course has personal credentinls rogted in her tecord af the 15994-
1993 peace process as well ag of the federalist constitutional
packape of 1995, When it comes 1o the ethnie conflict,
Kumaratunga’s heart has always been at the correct place; althouszh
she has repeatedly allowed the considerations of power politics to
take the better of her heart. Meanwhile, she might continus to face
challenges from her the Sinhalese nationalist allies whensver she
crosses the:line of tolerance in her engegement with the LI'TE,
Evien the survival of her regime will depend on how she will
approvch that line of Sinhalese nationalist tolerance, Her becoming
the Prime Minister; us envisaged in the new constitutional reform
initiative, will hardly help herin purswing a potentially unpopular
peace deal. A President, reletively insalated from a fractured and
unpredictable lzgislature, will beinabetter position to take forward
Sri Lanka's peace process from where the former Prime Minister
has left it in early 2003.
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JVP-LTTE Dialogue

N samwhile, after the Apell 02 elections, two political forces

- bave emerged in Sri Lanka with a decisive say In shaping
B foture trajectories of the island's politics. They are the IV in
== North and the LTTE in the Sowuth. The TRNP and the SLEP can
ety peact 10 what these two entities set as political agendas, There
= 550 8 likelihood of St Lanka moving in the ditection of a now
North-South polarization. This tendency needs to be prevented, [t
mmiced makes It absolutely necessary Tor the IVP and LTTE
feaderships fo begin their own, independent ihitatives Tor
comsiruchive engagement. Without a dialogue between these two,
there is handly any guaraniee for & positive outcome of the aext
phiase ol Sn Lanka's peace process. Actually, S Lanka's futare as
woe political entity will largely depend whether Sinhalese and Tamil
nationalisms can enter into: diglogue for accommaodation. This
mamkes it all the more necessary for the foremost forces of Sinhalese
and Tami] nationalisms, now with & skake in the parlioment and the
central povernment, 1o explome: 4 common ground. Therefore, the
mternational actors as well as civil sovicly sroups involved in S
Linka's peace should now [otus on promoling g JWP-LTTE
distopue paralle] to formal peace nepotistions, with or without
Himkets.

Peace Process under the UPFA: Some
Unsolicited Advice

ithin nne month of gaining control of the government,

w President Kumaratunga has taken steps to resume the
stalled peace talks with the LTTE. The day she Tost the
parliamentary vote on the Speaker, she had reportedly
telephoned the Norwegian Prime Minister to ask the Roval
Norwegian povernment’s assistance fo resume role as peace
broker in Sri Lanka. This was a dramatic move made by the
Sri Lankan President that obviously surprised both the critic
and the ally. Judging by what has been happening these days,
it seems that Kumaratunga is determined to use her presidential
power and authority to propel forward her ngenda in two
fronts, peace negotiations nnd constitutional relorm.

Rush

T he BDorwegian government hias immediately obligsd o
Kumarahmga's reguest. The Norwegian team of facilitators
arrived in Colombo on the Muay Day and spoke to both the
govermment and the LTTE. Although President Kumanitungs seems
I be 1 & burry o 82t early dales for tulks with the LTTE, the
Norwegian lsam appears to be somewhat cautious. They have
requested the wo sides o maintain the cesse-lire while making
preparations for tulks. Il may atso be the case that the Norwegian
sovernmentmight want a {irm; possibly writen, commitment from
President Kumuratunga concerning their expected role in assisting

negotintions under the new UPFA administration. With
contradictory stands laken by the UPFA's constimen! parties as
well as some of President Kumaratnga's key advisors, the
Norwegian government will certainly need guarantees from the
President that they will not be humiliated again as happened n
2000 and just a fow months age.

For President Kumaratunizy, the carly resumption of talks with the
LTTE 15 erucially important for the survival of the new regime led
by her. Hers is a regime without even a simple majority in
parlinment. The tmmediate tnctical ebjectives of the President in
initiating tafks with the LT'TE are quite abvious, According (o the
anthmetie of parliamentary balance of forces, keoping the LTTE-
backed TNA out of a working alliance with the oppoaition UNP
may puarantée the regime sorvival, even if Ihe UPFA docs not
have dn absolute majority in the House, Similarly, resumption of
the peace process might provide a record of some success for a
regome the stability of which is as yet uncertan. Itis also neoossary
1o énsure the contmuing flow of forsign economic wssisionce thal
is linked 10 the progress m the peace front. These are pragmatic
considerations: Even then, President Kiumaratungs has re-activated
u process that needs to be supported and strengthened. Tt istheiron
law of palitics that politicians usually take good imitiatives for
reasons of political exigenay. Il is up to the alert citizens to' seize
the opportunsty, review the options, correet the sweaknesses and
push forwsrd for positive and win-win outeomes,

Caution

Obviously, tactical considerstions of regime survival and stability
have prompred President Kumaratunga to 1e-launch the peace
process in'a greal hurry, This is where & word of cautinn would be
both useful and necessary, Kumaratunga seems to be rushing into
talks with the LTTE withowt preparing the country’s political forocs
to come to lerms with the outcome of the next phase of negotintions
with the LTTH, The coming phase of negotiations wall genter on
the theme of LTTE'S propasals for an interim self-governing
suthorty. A positive outcome of the talks will kave to gront the
LLFTE a substantinl degree of antonomy 19 the North and East, cven
excecding the parsmeters of the prosent constitution. It will even
necessitte re-shaping of the constitutional architecture of the Sr:
Lunkan state. That is at least what the LTTE'S ISGA proposals
pESUpROse.

It seemy that President Kumuaratungs is ready to concede quite o
lotto the LTTE, far exceeding what Ramil Wickramusinghe did, in
exchange of the TNA's support for regime stabylity as well as the
participation in the constituent assembly process, Although this is
i courageous move on Kumaratunga's patt, it is frought with
dangzrous political pitfalls, That should be avoided. Kumaratunga
should aek a team of het privale sector wiz kids to do u risk analysis
of her pesce move. lere is some food for thought, free of
consullancy fee,
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Parallel Initiative

P arullel 1o the peace move, President Kumaratunga shoueld

lavmch a pew limtiative to prepare her coalition to support her
engagementwith the LT H with the assistance o the much maligned
Norwegians, During the pasl two years, Komasatunga, ber allies snd
givisors thoved ona campaign that portraved the censefire, LINE-
LTTE talks, the Morwegian medition nnd the roleof (the international
community in S Lanka's peace process inmost negative temms: They
s Wie Nprwegianule as one inpmical o 5o Lanka’s nalional mlemsls
and pride. They viewed the talks with the LTTE a5 leading only to
strengthenmg of the LTTE at the expenise of the milltary preparedness
of the Srl Larkan state, They reacted 10.the LTTE's ISGA proposal
bronding it as a bluepnnt for scpamtion. The UPFA was indeed formed
lasit wear; and the subsequent election campaign was conducted this
year, on idealngical pesitions that stand in sharp contrast teoall the
political assumphions and mpheotions of President Kumaratunga's
new, pos-election ngenda.

e poant isnot that Sn Lanka’s President does not hove the liberty 10
chiriee her positions so radically and withouta prior warning. |tactually
concerns whether she can prepare her coalition, its partners and allics
s well s the country's political furces W acept the Gir-reaching
conscquences of the next phase of the nepotiations with the LTTT,
Kumaratanga’s new move will really be tested not at the negotiation
tabie with the LI17TLE, but when the outcome of the enpgagement with
the ETTE ig presentid 1o the Sinholese masses whom she herself
polilieized in recent years not o tolerate the LTTE inoats present forme.

Lessnns

T his 15 exactly whers owr political fenders should leam lessons

from the past. When SWRD Bandarsnsike signed a perfectly
reusonable deal with the Federal Party in 1958, he thought be could
carTy the country with him. But his compromise with Chelvanayakam
went against the prain of the political coalition which he himealfhuilt
up and brought 16 power on an essentially Sinhalese mationalbis)
ideclogical agenda. Pnime Minister Bandaranaike paid a dear price
for not prepanng his coabilion o accepl his deal with the Federal
Party for power sharing. [f was ‘reform from dbove” thit the powerful
coalition panners of the MEP emme of 1956 immedmiely and
passionately rejecred.

President Javewardene”s Inde-Lanka Accord of 1987 was another
cxample of disastrous reform from abave. Without prepaning the
cabinet, the parlismentary group, e purly or the country to accept
sueh o radical and sudden change as envisaped in the Indo-Lanka
Accord, Jayewardene merely crexted conditions for a bloady
nationalist reballion. Thare 15 no reason lor Pregident Kumarlunga
o repeat these trapie mistakes in the year 2004,

Options

hal thisn are the optione that President Kumasmamnga should
pursus? The answer 1o this question depends on the possible
outcome of her govemment’s engagemen! with fthe TTTE in thig

second phase of the current pease process: The first phase; mitisted
by the [ormer Prime Mimister Ranil Wickmmasingbe, produced a
retattvely stable cease-fre and the Oslo Comoumigue of Becembier
2002, The Intter contained 2 jomt comnutment by the government nf
Sg Lanka and the LTTE to explore & federal somution tothe ethnie
eonfliel within the coneeptual parameters of internal self-
determinaiion. Thee first phase could not elaborpte the details of the
Oslo consensus, The ISGA: proposals presented by the UNE
povernment aned the TTTE were non-stariers. Now, i (he current
secord phase of the preesss, negatiations will have (o produce the
sutcame of an ipienm sdministmbion uoder the LTTE's control for
the Marthern and Eastern provinces, This 15 o huge challenge for sy
Colombo povernmenl o undertake. Hopefully: Presidant
K nmarannga 18 sware of whit she s called uponto deliver through
talis in this second phose of Sn Lanks’s peace process.

In order to meet the challenpe posed by ber own minztive, Prezicent
Kumaraiunga should re-invent the deological thrust ol the 1TPFA
coalition. Such sn unilertaking will prepare the LPEA coalition to
necept the inevitamlity of an autononiy=based political seltlement to
tha ethnic-conflict, 1t would be o prave mistake if she thioks thet she
gan impose an autononty settlement on her couliivn parlnsrs after
gigning an interiny or final accond withthe LTTE. The UPFA coalition
Is & political force that is simply not ready to aceept the politica
consequences of what Kumaratunga herself is iniliating now, with
the involvement of a few advisers of some repute,  The struciorl
chape of a nation-state carnat be altered by the wishes and manguver:
of . leader and a few loval and pliant consultonts. It requires the
participation of class forees as well 25 reformist political constituencias
tha#t are mobilized to undertake the histoncal task of backing state
reforms. Without such propamtion, Kumarstungs can only provalka
Sinhmlese natronalist resistance within the mling coalition as well ag
without, To prevent resistance to reform from above, President
Kumnaritungs should at lesst broaden the stakeholder hasis of hor
new fnitiative.

Difficult Steps

T o make her pagse initiative successfl, President Kumamlungs

neads to take o sepes of difficult palideal steps, She will Have
ter wint over her formidable coalition pastner, the JVE, W her peacs
praject. Then she should ensure that the opposition LINP doeg not
play the role of the spoiler, which she successfully plaved when the
UNP was talking to the LTTE. The challenge for her s 10 make the
CRP g stakeholder pariner in (he new pefce initiatrve. Parallel to
brimging tha LINEP on baard is the expantding o ihe hases of the UPHA
eoalition to give the repoma e well ag the nepotiation process the
miich nesced stabiling Last, but not the least, is the task of warking,
out & mumually acceptable mtenim administrtives drmngerient with
the LTTE. This iz a tall order. Raml Wickramesinghe must be a
relieved man (o realize when hie wakes up in the moming that these
difficult txeks are no lorger on his lap. .
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