vinlated, the reform process should be a consultative one which
includes all stakeholders, Qtherwise, it s quite likely the reforms
will mot gain thesupport of the community-and will be defeated in
Parhiament; [t 15 therefore imperative the reform process 15 inelusive
and consultative and advanees the nghts of women while respecting
group/commimuntly rights.
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GEORGE ORWELL TO RULE BOWLING ACTIONS?

Michael Roberts

the 1990s

Murali in
W hen Murli was no-tulled by Darrel] Halr on 26" Decambor
1995 and then apain by Emerson and MeChillana week ot
so later, D1 Ouintus de Zyiwie, the BCCSI. Represcnlative
Anstralia, wont ints action und secured s lechrical report Irom D
Buddy Feid wnd orpamsed more medica) lestd gt the Deparfiment
of Human Movement and Exervise Science ul (e University ol
Western Auslralin and sauller specialist budy in Heng Kong,

1 have a copy of Reid's report, Though Buddy is @ friend with
whom [ played eockel in our heleyvon days, 1 must savthat fora
lnvmem his specialist’s report is ag clesr as, well, the Kalu Ganga
[Black River). &sa first stop, therefore, lel me lean on anandlysis
of Murali‘s bowling wetion three vears fater (after the Emirson’s
attermpt & the guilloting) provided by Ken Monerisffin u leltor o
e newspaper Australion on 28 Jantary 1999,

All the fuss being made over “chucking” in erickel msses
the point, This rule was made o preventa Fast bowler

saiming the sameadvantage over the batsman that a pitcher
hiss over the batter 1o basekball
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An understanding of the hro-mechanies of throwing showsy
that 1n a true throwing action, the ethow leads the arm
mevement followed by elbow extenston then wrisl and
fimger flexion as the bull 15 deliverad. By the 1ime elbow
extension beging Lo eocur, the palm of the hand is facing
the target 1o gain maximum leverape, and thus greatest
advantapge,

Hule makers 1o crickel could comsidar the-akove when
Judeing the 5o Linkasn's “suspeet” astion: They might then
see that his netion does not conshituie throwing in the
eomventional sense ot all but 3 only o part of a compex
spin action which his physigue and co-ordination have
evilved.

Hew many other spin bowlers have some ¢lbow exiension
priot to delivery and do gain a “throwing advaniape” ye
are never callad because the elbow extansion 15 only minor
and not abvious?

Before the powers that ba muke a Ninal ruling they should
dir o thorough bio-mechanical analysis of many slpw ond
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fast howlers' actions; then revise 'the rule for it to apply
onily wherean advantage is gained by “chucking™.
Kon Moncorieff
Stafford iy, N,

! Save oo adea-who this bloke Monenell 15 But his prose @5 lacid
sl meamngful o laymen. He s, o briel, the epitome of the
Suimiessential Apssie: a pragmalic person with common sense who
sp=aks clearly and to the point, He is in fact pointing towsnds the
conclusions taken by the bio-medical eams whe, o guole Bruce
Ehat, said “When we tested Mumli some years haek, we lested
fum om three deliveries .. his top spin, off spin and leg spin are
2l OK, there's no questinn about that in my mind” (report from
Svdmey Morming Hevald repented in Daily Mirror 14 Mardh 2004),
5a, hey, Bedi, Jenner and other dogmatics; take note! Be more
spen-minded, less fanatie,

lgnorance

T hough the technical reports were svailable from the mmd-
19905, for some strange resson they were not released 1o
the modia or made use of 6l recent times. Sumnge that o conspiraey
of silence? A failure @ the part ol the Sri Lankan suthonties!
Perhaps a mixture-of both, However, though the details were not
available to the general public. the thrust of these fndings was
public knowledge (1 know) and it wos known that the 1CC
Commutiee that clesred Murall in 1998, one that included such
emickaters-os Holding and (Gavesknr, had access tothem,

Yet, dunng the 200203 scason in Australio Ien Healy, speaking in
his capagily as TV cemmentater to Simen O'Donnel] on the
znchiime "Cricket Show'™ during Test Matches, admatted that “the
ericketems™ |road a8 “Australing cncketers” — others de not count
i the typical Aussic perspeetive oxoopt when on tour | were totally
unaware of these modical/technical reports. That is not surprising,
the world of moest internasenal cricksters is extremely linited But
it s guite astounding that sporls writers in Australia were, for the
miost parl, ignorant of these findings. lgnoranec and parochiality is
bliss: on such foundations ono could hold on to cherished
condemnations — such as "Murall chueks ™

Ostrich-Heads in the Sand

T he fact thet these technical onalyses by reputid scholarly
instiutes were not widely known for so leng in cricker
cireles may be dije in partto o refusal among the lutter to see bevond
their own eyes, Metapharigally speaking, it sppears that some
bloles chose to bury their heads in the sund like the proverhil
ostrich. Sinee o many of thern were (are) Avatraliang - moving,
for instance; lkom Barey Jarman to Terry Jennear to Ashley Mallett
w Jim Mawwel] - the mataphoric image has 1o be remoedelled as
the head of an emu.
Omn this foundation these blokes are happy io evaluate
Suralitharan s howling action on the sirength of their own eyes—

watching him live as well as slow-mo on television. What the eye
segs is good enough. There 15 no allowimes [or e possibility of
optical illusions. Thercfore, udomanting opintons are yvoiced in
dogmatic fashion. Somatimes i is i your face: "' Mumali chucks.”
Sometimes it 15 elhptical or indirect and elliptical; “the bowling
action is not pure™ (Jenner); “lots of people think he is illegal”
(Smith etc), Insidious commentary of ths kind exlends even W
nun-specialists al the peik of political power, Questioned on
linlkbock mdio m Adelaide oo 16 Miarch 2004 about Warne's chances
of breaking Ceurtney Walsh's record first, thal Fomous sporis
groupie, Jobn Howard, said: “T won't gomment v the other
candidate’s form of operdtion.” Whatever the wrapping,
Muralitharan stands condemmed.,

These sirands of opimion are alye ancodraged by the foree of
evangelical ppposition to “chucking, ™ & stream of thinking thal, m
fucl, mspired the initial Avstraling ‘chmpalgns’ agalnst
Muralitharan, Sheaib Akthar and Harbhsjan Singh.! Bob Simpsan
was one of the point men, o behind-the-scenes shaker and mover,
for this movernend. But he was not alone wnd there wers many
powerfil men in Australian ericket cireles, incleding a few umpares
ot ex-umpires, who were part of this “fundamentalist chib." As
with all fundamentalists, their motives were pure and their opinions
cxpressed carnestly. They were secking to cleanse an evil from the
world of crickel, namely, illegal bowlers. As 1 have argucd
elsewhere, they believed that they were digging & trench in the
sand in the interest of cricket My counter-argument, then and
novw; 13 that these blokes, like fundamentalists in other ficlds, are
endangenng cricket by ther intolersnce und luck of Hexibility,

A few of those who-arpue [or clesning up cricket may also have
other sgendas, Ruther naively perhaps | had not considered this
possibilivy tll a dinky-die Austalian lady, who, alas, mus remain
unnamed, brought it to my attention one year ago. The brouhaha
agamnst Muralitharan now in 2803/04, she said, was developine as
he approaches the S00-fgure matk and competes with Warne, The
“white world,"™ she contended, “is not happy with all this.” They
wiould do all they could to undermine Murall. She went further:
there were wmpires who remnined gonvinced that he chucked.
Unable to call him, they deny 4s many lbw's or bal-pad catches ps
feasible. Wow! Pow!

I vm wary of conspiracy theories in my Fields of academic
endeavour. But they also have their placeé when moderated by
attention ta empirical evidence and snalytical possibilicy, This
Anglo-Celiie lady's suggestions have remainegd in my nund ever
sinee #s @ possibility that could have directed some interventions
aimed at Murali without necessarily eondemning all those who
exprass the view that Mursli chueks, Since her apinion wis
expredsed before the England ream visited Sri Lanka in lute 2003,
anyeni who followed thal series may well give this theory preater
wetghl now, Indeed, one could even bagin to wonder if jealousies
ameng ex-spianers hove a bearing on the whole turn of events. Az
anmy so¢idl scientist would tell vou today, we all have our
subjectivities and it 1= not everyone wha is clinical or self-anzlytical
enough to identify histher own binzes.
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However, such possibilities remain in the réalm of speeulstion,
The present [CC policy, fortunately, has 2 more reasoned and
systematic basis. Let mie clarify this situation before proceeding to
ralse the caution that even their systematic and rational approach
15 not withoul its dangers,

ICC Reviews

was [ucky to catch a recent inlerview on radio from the

Auastratian Broadeasting Corporation with Maloolm Speed,
the CEQ of 1CC, Speed observed that the 10C hiud been pursuing a
systemutic and seientific investigation of bowling actions begimning
with fast bowlers. That sphers of investigation wis now complete
and they were proceeding to examine the actions of spin bowlers.

This clarification places some remurks late in 2003 atributed to
David Richardson, another 1CC official, in proper and better
perspective, Taken out of cunlext, his remarks seamead strange and
almost as if Murali, and his new doosra, were being especially
targeted, That duss not appear to be the case. Not quile anywey.

Morcover, this investigation has Dr Bruce Elliot of UWA 25 one of
its team. This easures that there is u scientifically qualified person
to guide the evaluation. Indeed, pan of huis brief was w0 work with
Bob Woolmer and Wagar Yours during the recent Unider 19 World
Cup in Bangladesh to identify potential throwers mnoany the voung
lads taking part. Their review identified “howlers from a mnge of
countries, though primarily from the subeontinent” (1o guote
Dyivid Tichardson),

So there’s the rub: most of them are from Asia. Surprise, surprise?
Well, not really. Alerted by Dir Ravindran Tam now sware that, as
a broad generalisution, Asians have greater hvper-eatension of the
joints and are likely to have greater flexibility. As Kamran Abbasi
from the British Medical Journal described two famous bowlers
recently: "Shoaib [has] hyper-extensible joints and wide carry ingle
[elbow) that place[s] hitn outside the Tetter of e law bul within
the spinit of it, and Mural, [has| o fixed-flexian eibow delormily
tha: means he is not an outlaw techmcally speaking, but just an
uriustial human heing,™

Guided by the UWA personnel, the 1CC seems 1o be tackling the
issue in systematic and considered fashion. But there is ofien a
catch, perhaps even o contradiction, in science. Where Elliot is
adumant that Murali's normal repenioire of balls are kosher and
within the Jaw, he is not so sure aboul the doosra.

“With the doosra, what I'm suggesting Is st when o fSnger
spinncr wants 1@ rotate the wrist to come over the Lop ol the
ball — Twon't say i1's fmpossible - but it seenis difficult not
ta-stringhten the arm. The doesra fits into that calezory that
just says ‘dunger'. I'd certainly like to look at any finger
SpINners dacira or wroag-un because there's no question
that as you push up with your wrist Lo wm over the ball
there iz a danger of straighlening the arm,”

Clearad on broad weneral grounds, Muralitharan is new threatened
ona specific ground; one particular ball. Tn one senza this threat 14
greater; it has the authority of science, not just opimivnated
fandamentalism. The theeat is eompounded further Murali is
deemed 1o bave been a role model for numerous other young Asian
bowlers whose illegal actions are allegedly inspired by the siaht of
Murali howling,

“Thire's no doubt that children on the subcontinent are
lrymg to emulate [Muralitharan],” says Elliott, "They're
watching a lot of ericke! on television and if you're watching
# successful bowler - and it's more than just Murali who is
bowling with a bent-arm = it's hard {o resist copying it

A very definitive statement this on Elliot's part — in the positivistic
style favoured by both historians (T'm one let me add) and physieal
SCIETTisTs.

Butin fiaes, he is presenling @ mere speculation as definite, Maybe

@ reasenable; or arguable surmise; but no different from the
conjectures presented by the Australian lady paraphrased emlier
in my article. Yer Ellior sees fit to present this surmise &5 a positive
verdict of the same sort as the conclusions about Murali aftar a
series of field-lab tests, There must surely be doubts around such
opinicns, espectally as Bllior himsell refers to Murali's unusual
deformity of s plastiging wrist, Withoul plasticine wrists can others
emulate Murali?

Froblems with Uniformity

T ke ICC investigation neveriheless seerits welcome isofit
a5 i seems 1o be leading towards sdjustments of the law or
its judicsal/evalvative procedures. Thus, its technical advisirs are
arguing [or & minor amendment of the seales ol evaluation to allow
fior 15% Hexibility in the efbow whin assessing fast bowlers. Says
L3r. Elldait at this stage: “My gut feeling 15 that we will recommend
to the ICC arule amendment to allow a bentarm of 15 degrees fos
fust howlers At the eonclusion of our unalysis of spin bowlers, we
eould well be susgesting the sume about thaim,”

What concems me however is the paradox atiached to seience and
mawdern bureaucratic rationality. The danger srses from the blend
of two principles. First, that the shide rule of messtrement reigns
sapreme, Secondly, that rules and laws lave 1o be standardised,
umiform. Tet me eluborate.

T'he begt illustrative example of the indiseriminsie power of sciance,
of course comes from modern warfare. But thut may be an extreme
case, Letme ke more normal examples of well meanimg modernis:
refnimers. Uine: an agronomist whe wanted Asianz to gel nd of
ther water butfaloes and rely on tractors. Twor enginsers who draw
ap hlueprints to dam rivers, generate umpteen megawatts of
electricity, ete etc.and forget that they are displacing muny
thousands of human beinigs from land that is loaded with emotiona
capital.
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© = when the measuting tools of science enforce uniform standards:

W arenas that canmot abweyvs bear such o weleht thar the Crwellian
setentidity of saience, allied as it is with statutory power, wield
=5t awlul [oree. In the ericket world it would seem that the
sateame of the present HCC investigation is going to consolidate
5 prisent state of incquallty.

With the exeeption of peaples inhabiting the north western regions
ofthe ludian subcontinent, the physiognomy of the Asian males is
sech that L would b rare for a Brett Lee, Andy Roberis or Harmison
‘o emeige (rom their ranks, One has only to study the speeds
reconded by the bes| thousand men in such counities with the best
thiusand from Jamaic, England and Australia to draw d conclusive
verdict, Power of thigh muscle and pace of foot amplified by
shoulder frame and thythin account for the fastest speeds in pace
bowling. Height helps, but Malcolm Marshall and Lindwall proved
thur! 11 1% Tt essental,

S0, i this arena Asiaos will be permanently disadvaniaged — as
mideed thew (with the exception of Pakistan) have been for decades.
Toueh: they have o live with that, Bul now, aided by sclence, it
wiould seém thot more of their spinners are going 1o be under the
imerosenpe beciuse of special phyvsical atributes (hyperextension)
conneclal with Asian phystognomy, This m cireumstancess where
science allied with bureaucratic uniformity cannot bend rules for
deformities. So even duosras are now an endsngered specics
{(Mippers are manifestly okay, right?). No new inventions pleasa.

| reiterate here my wamings ubout the dangers of uniformity,* 1
am’ grateful that Abbasi las added his voice to this refrain:
“Secundly, do the laws properly consider that there are as many
definitions of normality as there are human beings? Cricket should
be inclusive not discriminate on e basis of anatomy or physiology.
Tromically, the current law is simple, but too ill-defined. It allows
boo mitch sohpe for arguing over minutiae. A new law with greater
defnition would remove many of the subjective analyses thit spawn
aceusutions of racial biag.™

| do not entirely: agree with s suggestions. One cannot do away
with attention to munutiae. Indeed, the distinction made between
spinners and pacemen by the ICC should point toa radical chanee
Inthe Mo Ball Law. Inmy wiew one cannet adhere to-one rule. Rather
there should be two rules, one for spinners and one for mediom
pacemen: That for spinners, showld cater its specifics to the
ryperextension of joint so common i A, This 15 aradical proposal
end I press it dn full kmowiedge that T um bucking the system. Hor
do 50 n the pragmaiic and commonsensicel spimt of 2 Moncrieff,
lhit unknown Austalion, [n effect; this means thet Symonds (or
Sobers) the medium pacer ean be evalusted onadifferent seale from
Symonids the effspinner (or Schers the tweaker).

Without such adjustinents the present mbalance wn howling siocks
will continue and deepen the existing dissdvantzges of Hangladesh,
St Lanka and Tadia: ‘I'he problem with uniformity, sometimes,
is thof if generates inequality, | he playving fiald wnn level sven
before the game begins, To sscure babinee snd o constrain the
awesome powerand “blindness” of science, & person with Abbasi's
lype of hackpground mupst complement Ellior a8 part of the 1CC
reform team.

Fnd Notes

! See my “Fundamentaiism in Cricket: Crucifying Muralitharan™
i Roberts and A. Tomes, Crosscnrrenty, Australioand S Lanka
ai Cricket, Sydney: Walla Walln Press, 1998 and *Moral Crusaders
as Menace to Cricket,” written in Seplember 2000 and availzble in
“ Besides “Moral Crusaders ..." above, also sec “Media Culpability
i the Branding of Murali™ wrilten on 29 Jenuary 1999 alter the
no-kalling of Murali in Adelaide by Emerson and specilically
directed at Maleolm Conn'’s version of cvents 1 the Austialian.

* See Abbasi's prticle entitled "Wanted a Radical Rethink on
Suspect Bowling Actions,” duted 24 February 2004 and publicized
16 noae other than Wisdencricing,

! Sege my “Uniformity & Difference in Cricketing Rules™ n
www.ozlonka.com (written circa 1999,

Seafn. 3 above.
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