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SRI LANKA AFTER ELECTIONS: CONTINUING
UNCERTAINTY

S ¢l Lanka's parhiamentany clection,

held on April 2nd, has produced an
indegisive outcome, with ©o party, ar
allignce of partics, being able o obtain &
working majority in the 225-member
legislature, While the UnitedNational Party
(LINPY has lost the cloction 1o the newly
formed United People’s Freedom Adhanie
(LUPFA), the later's tally is 103 soats, siill
nine seats short of the number requred Lo
fort and run & government. Presidel
Kumaratunga, who heady the UPFA,
appainted Mehinds Rajapakse as the Prine
Mimster amidst mnuch centroversy within
the Alliance, The immediate challenge of
the new government is to establish a
parlinmentary majority. It does not seem to
bean easy task—only the simgle-MP ol the
EPDP has to join the new povermnenl,
Tndications arcthul President Kunaratuiga
15 lkely w8 minerily governent, until
sumie re-alignment of foides s engineeted
W,

Sri Lanka's is an essentially fractured polity,
The compasition of the parliament, worked
uul an basis of proportional representalion,
dramatically reflects all the major
frawmentations, While the UPFA and the
EPDF wogsther have 1046 sears; the LINP hus
82, The third largest party in thi: new
parliament is the Tamil National Allinnce
(THNA) with 22 sests. TNA was opealy
backed by the LTTE, and its 22 seals
represent a clear majority in the Northem
and Fastern provinces, Meanwhile, in a
surprising development, & newly launched
entity of Huddhist monks, Jathika Hela
1 mmaya (THUY, has bageed % seats in (he
pariiament, The plantation-hased Cevlon
Workers Congress contestod under Uthe UNE

nnd claims eight seaty for ity members, The

Sri Lonka Muslim Congress (SLMOC),
meanwhile, has five MPs from the Eastemn
Pravince. The Upcountry People's Front,

which also has cloge political Hnks with the
LTTE, has one member in the new
parbiament. Thus, the opposition tallyis 119
scats, vs opposed 10 the UPFA's possible
106,

Multiple Centres

The most dramatic feature of the political
eguilibrium emerged out ol this elzction is
the amarpence of the JVE, the LIFTE and
the JH11 as three power il centers of power
in the new parliamenty, The TVF, a5 a
member of the LIPFA coalition has <0 seats
under ite direel contral, More than 2 dozen
Sri Lanks Freedom Porty (SLEP) membiers
in the UPFA are clogely alhed to the TVE
This 15 the real political eoming of age for
the JVP which had in 197] and1957-85
inunched two insurpencics o gain control
of state power throupgh sevolutionary
means. Now the JVP, with its Left-
nationadist policy agends is in the real
mainstream, controlling the dirsctions of
the new povernmenl.

The LTTE' presence inthe new parhmment
ig fhrough the THA, The strategic goal thal
tha LTTE soughl (o achieve at this election
i5 to re-establish the claim, through
electoral means, that thay were the Sole
representalive’ of the 5ri Lankin Tamil
prople. The eecent split betwoen the
moyvements Vannt leadership and the
Enstern command alse provided the context
tor the LTTE fo agpressively prove thil
poiat af the election. mmediately after the
clection, there were speculationg m
Colomba that the TNA's four Rastern
province MPs might break ranks and jom
the UPFA coalilion, [t appears that the
LI'TE's Wanni leadership has ensured that
the THA will stay as 'one unit’ In the new
parliament, (he TNA will push forward the
LTTE's political agenda.

The MP monks of the JHU will céfininly
add novelty to Sri Lanka's parhamentury
palitics, with partia] saffronization of the
legislative chamber Tt is the PR system that
ensured their clection, They fialded 260
cendidates who oll were Buddhist monks.
The JHU monks, campaipning with the
promise of establishing u Dharmi Rojyaya
(z Buddhist Rightetus State) in Sei Lunka,
drew their support mainby from theurban,
mididle-class voters; didenchunted swith the
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Sesemteae polsca! parties. The voling pattem also
= mery muddfieclsss TINP voters, who were

s pe=re bedd with the [TTE, bave stufted their
e =2 mi=ch presented 1o the electorate a militarit
fese sesonsiism. elone with a message of moral

Sarviwall 3md Stability

R Sl arsbility of the new governnvent wall require
S shamecs in the combinations and permutations of the
B sl For the immedists survival of the UPFA as
B e catity, il i3 ubsolulely nocessary for Pregident
Bsmmsees b0 cxpand the ruling coalition. The options-the
Bt s are boih Hmited and Fall of pitfalls: Actaally, the
e = wheh ahe will brodden the caalition will also re-shape s
e s Srections of the new zovernment, As Kompratungn
B e making coalition regimes ina fractared polity isa
M e perricufarty when the smallz) entties epresenling
esessereine noendas have a crucial leverage. The JIIU monks
e afered outside support to the UPFA with a set of tough
etaes. Among them are the de-merger of the North and Fast,

s of regional atonomiy to preserve the unitary state of

We el s introducing legislation 1o ban the so-calied unethica)
EEmwtes conversions. IF the President is keen 1o resume
SEmitens with the [TTE, sccepting the JHU's conditionzl
e will be politically hasdrdous.

e possihle thin President Kumaraomga and Prime Minister
s will try to persuade the CW and SLMC 1o jon (he
RS sovernment. BEven farsurival, the best oprion that the L/PEA
e Bave 15 t0 expand the ethnic bases of their coalition. Oiher
S emeening 2 mejotity, such a move will alzo give a multi-ethric
St 10 the UPFA that was Torged late Inst year us an essentislly
Seswese mationalist coulition of forces that were weary of the
ERNES T TE peace bid. However, Sinhalese nationsalist groups, who
Smes 3 srong presence in the UPFA ranks: might object o the
e of both CWE and SLNIC mtheir government. Their
semment will be fuelled by the popular belief among the Smhalece
e CWE and SLMCE are highly corrupt entities thatthnive nnd
pEsewe by backing hapless Sinhalese parties in seurch ot
Peimmentary majoritics. Such sentiments of political punsm ure
e mach 8 part of the IV P political ideology: Thus, if President
Assmsstiniea brings to the UPFA fold 1he CWC and the SLMC,
we w have the added task of pacitying hier Sinhalese nationalist
SEemtRervClls.

D than cnsuring survival and atability, the new UPEA regime
Be== two other crucial and immediare challenpes. The first'is the

resumption of negotiationy with the LTTE. The other i working
tiviartls economic recovery.

The UPEA leaders have already indicatad that they wanted carly
resumnption of talks with the L1UTE. There are also indications that
the UPFA's sapproach dealing with the LTTE will be substantially
different from thut of the UNE. In plage of Ranil Wickramasinghe's
stratemy of involving the USA and the Western donor counlries in
the process, Kumaratunga wili seck a direct and greater rule for
India. Given the not so friendly ralations that exist between Indian
offizialdom and the LTTE's Vanni leadership, this particular
approach to negotiations might need sometime to take concrete
shape,

When the UNP-LTTE talks reached a stalemate lust year, the mnin
itern in the agends was the proposal for an interim adminstrative
arrangement to the North and Hast. The LTTE's ISGA proposals
were sithmitied on October 1, last year. Then, a series of dramatic
political events involving President Kumaratungn and the UNP
government overtook the significance of the 18GA proposals
However, it is not clear whether the UPFA will stick to the same
nld agenda for tulks, treating the LTTE proposals as the central
issue around which the new phase of talks should be organized.

In the economic recovery agenda, addressing S Lanka's acute
agrarian. ensis along with ripid economic growth will pose 3
formidable challenge o the new regime. The UPFA's ecanomic
development stralegy is basically shapad by the VP ideslogy,
The fact that at the cledtions Wickramusinghe's UNP was routad
i mest of the rural districts domonstrated the eruvily of the agrarian
crisis a5 well as the expectations of the vast masscs ol the peasaniry
over the new repime, This calls for a radically altered version of
(hie Washington vonsensus Tor Sri Lanka, marking a decisive shifl
from the way in which Ue UNEP handled the ceonomic and social
sectors, The TPFA 14 4l least wdeologically committed to such o
change. But the guestion is how plausible sucli a policy shift 15 in
the context of a fast-globalising 811 Lankan ¢conomy,

In amy cuse, Sn Lanks noeds 8 fresh begmmimg 1o addeess all iy
major challenges. T'he verdict of the elactorate i5 forall the politieal
forces to work m consensus, snd not through unllateral strategies,
The silver lining of the election ontcome is that Sri Lanka now has
a partinmeat which has agsured representation to.all major polities]
entitiey 1 Sinhalese, Tamil and Muslim socigtiss. No shade off
ppmion ean now complain of being excluded from parhament
Howewer, inclusivily in governance is hard to come by as yet
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