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11 Lankn is widely known intermstionally for guality of

hife mdices fat are disproponipnstely hish m comparicon
Lo the per capitaincome of ber population  Anether distmctive S
Lankdn featore is that among the three lsrpes) sthnic categnries,
viz, Sinholess, St Lankan Tamil and Muslim, fhe inser-cthinic
disparities in many of these indices dre minimal — mack o= then
between major ethnic categories almost evervwhens Siss I South
and South East Asia. Theubigquitous exostion is S5 Lania s fourth
majur ethmic group, viz- Malpiyaha Tamils (officsaly own =
Indian Tarmils and nfterireferred o ns Pzt Tems by Fyodsmes
AngslaLittle. Intferms ofalmost every necnssired s snonome
mdex this'ethnic proup is greaily disadvantseed in comsrimas &
olhers in S Lanka, Even 'the 1emm Malsivale Ties (e choses of
thar community) has gained neither official rocosstios Sor teremcy
in popular usage. Legal obstacles ( ansing froen saselessnen) ove
nearfy overcame, but many sncio-economic husdiss s vt i be
cleared

ke 1s'the sehievement of modest, overdue but measurshie prosses.
particuldrly in the lield of cducation, that is the foous of the book
under review, Using muterind mtherad from research spersd sees
a fquirter of & century, Litile begins with an outiine of o dey o e
life of Vigkmeswar, an 3 veur old Malsivabe Temal perl v with
het family in-a "line-r00m™ on a tea plaataties o t=3f o
comprihensive e of the ups and dovons and sradel somer—esen
yeét in fts early stages, of her commumity over 15 decades Deeses
[he distinetive and substuntinl conribution of salssesbe Tl o
the nalional economy and development, sspecially for=ign
exchange carnings, ovér the décades, the enemding festurs sf thair
sociv-economic condition has been stasis. There have Been
significant gairs form time to time, but these kave been wrestad
through skilful politival léadership ot the nations] lzvel by the late
S Thondsman.

Little s analysis dravws From many theoretical modsls ofeducatiomil
chanpge, both Marxist (Bowles and Gmtis) and non-Marxist
(1ncluding Archer; Wemer; Baceus) Her focas is on when, why
and hiow chunges have occurred rather than on why changes have
been so tew and so Inie, and on discovering the likages of
educational progress (or lzek of it ) to political and economic

evelopments, national and internstional, in refation to the
plantaton sector,
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Beginning in the 1830s, the labonr was initinlly all male; into the
coffee plantations that reguired only seasonel labour, and the
migration wak circular, There was then ao need for sehouls to be
catabiished on the cxtates. However, conseguent to the outbreak of
coffos biast, tea pradually replaced coffee, and there was growing
necd for labour all-vear-round. In consequence the migration
betame progressively permanent or semi-permanent, and of
famili=s rather than individuals. But the means of meruitment
throueh Kanesnies (Inhoor contractors and supervisors) snd the
indentured system (under semi-slave conditiong) remained
cesomally ur ged. Moreover, differences incthnicity and caste,
snd e=ographical isolation served to keep the mmigrant labour
and their familice spart from the local population, undermining
Sheir capacity to establish political linkspes and sharing in upward
sacio-economic mohility. However, their geographicsl and
occopanonal concentration did facilitate trade union activity and,
eventually, this proved (o be invaluable in bucking the efforts of
5= political leadership to progressively surmount the many
ofstacles inthe way of their advancement.
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Sy the 19705 for So Lankeans other thun Malatysha Tamils, primery
shecabonal snrolment and litamay, and acegss to free secondary
=tecabion in their ovwn lamguage medium in schools within easy
Sccees wese near universal. Severilemall, senttered concentrations
of Maluyahas Temils had no Tamil medium schools; and estate
schools, serving the bulk of the Malaiyaha Tamil population,
remained mostly outside the manstream, with minimal inputs from
the state, till 1977, Lack of educational fucilities within the estates
helpad | ensure that the plantation management had easy ccess
to cheap lahour The transformation begun with political
developments in 1977, leading to the state accepting full
responsibillly, for the frst time, for the educalion of chaldron in
the plantutions. A supplementary facler coniriboting to heightenad
mierest in edueation within the plantations (from parents and
Students, teachers and the plantation manugement) was the
shrinking of the demand for unskilled labour within the estntes
and the opening up of some opportunities outside for those with «
measure of secondary cducation. But the eriticul factor was the
role of 8. Thondaman who emerged 45 a powerful trade union and
political leader, and cabinet mimster in the new government. He
motivated the Malaivaha Tamil population, the educational
catablishment, the plantation management, the cabinet and aid
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agencics fo co-uperate to upgrade the quality of education on the
estiales; 10 less exlent, he helped 10 generate some modest
cmployment epportunities vulside the planatations for Malaivaha
Tamil school leavers,

Despite significant advances, inequalities berween schools within
and vutside the plantations continue in respect of student-teacher
ratios, professional qualifications of teachers, the level of
supervision #nd supporl by the state, school buildings and other
facilities, playgrounds, el¢, [n terms of enrolnent ratios and the
quality of education, the disparitics may be leust in primary
education, but rise sharply with the level of edycution: tha intake
of Malsiyaha Tamils into the universities remain negligible,
Vicknesvan's educational and employment prospects continue 1o
be substantially lower than those of olber children of her age, gender
and clags, though the gap is gradually decreasing, Witkin the
educalion bursaucracy, Malaiyaha Tamils are severely under
represented, and this is reflected in reduced concern for the quality
of estats schools. Moreover, they no lonper have a single dominant
and powerful leader - the leadership is now divided and their
palitical clout substantially reduced. But Malaivaha Tamils are now
more assérlive of their rights, and more alert and vigorous than
ever before in grasping and even creating opportunities for socio-
economic advances for themselves and their community,

The orientation of the book, from cover lo cover, is positive,
foeusing more on the achievements and less on (he failures, znd
morfe on those who helped and less on those who obstructed. Little

is. meticulousty carelul in listing and acknowledging her debts (o
many who have heen ol assistance, including the Social Scientists’
Association who are to be congrstulated on bringing out this book
as preprnt within the reach of many who may nol have Se=i) able
to purchase the original Maemillan publication,

The book is remarkably error free; and arily two blemishes hit my
eye: firstly, the terms Ialng Tamil snd Sa Lynkan Tamil seemed
to-be used interchangeahly (there are also Timils from the Eait
and the Vanni) and, second, the Indo-Ceylon farry is refarred to g2
having plied between Jafina peninsula and India (it plied between
Mannar peninsula and India). But these minor shorteomings, bath
penpheral to the pnmary focus. take nothing away from the warth
of a very comprehensive, exhaustively reseurched, and well
structured book by o knowledgeable scholar deeply committed (o
the weltare of the Mailayaha Tamil people. Each chupter begins
with a briel deseription of its scope and ends with a summary of its
Comtents. There 15 8 wealth of dama and excellent anal ysis in every
chupter, The historical sweep beging with the entry of the Mailayvahy
Tamil communily into the sland, and extends 1o the end of the 20
century, Formetly a Fellow of the Institute of Development Studies
of the University of Sussex, and now Professor of Edacation
(Developing Countries) of the University of Londonand with
recurrent professional involvement in Sei Lanks over a quarter of
a century, there could be no one hetter qualified w undertake this
venture, This book ceuld well remain, unsurpassed s an important
and valuahle guide, and a rehiable source of reference for scholas
of diverse disciplines, .
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