from speculstive activity and concentrate on direct physical
investment, therchy adding to productive capaeity. The current stock
exchange mess 18 therefore 8 good omen for the ceonomy; the new
govemment that is about to be installed must, for dear life;
comprehend this home truth,

The Bhuratiya Janata Party will enter a season for ruing in lelsure.
Its leaders should also have the humility to reflect on the
officiousness of their vicious bigotry, Merely because their party
makes the assertion, Hindutva does not become identical with
Bharativalva. The vulgar racket that the party had created in the
country in order (v construct 3 Ram temple on the ground where
the demolished Babri mosque had once stood has done immense
dannyze W India’s international credibility, even as it has engineered
migdieval savarery within the land. The Indian electoraie has over
this past formight told the wild ones that enough is encugh,

Perhaps the biggest significance of the 2004 Lok sabhs polls lies
elsewhere. Meither of the two major political parties will be very
keen 1o point oul the faet, but the total number of members elected
to the 14th Lok Sabha donot add up to even one-halfot s appregate
stremggth. It 15 the assorted regionul partes, into which belong a
handlit of recognized "national" partics too, who now command a
miajorily in the lower house of parliament.

The relevance of these regiomal parties is going to increase
heneetorth w an inondinale degree. They will be increasingly more
assertive and elanm their pound of Nesh from the systerm, That need
not be regarded as catustrophy, Who knows, with growing pressure

meunied by the regional parties, the Indiun polity could well turm
into A penumely federal arrangement with progressivaly prester
davalufion of powar and réspurces.

A cluster ol regional parties will control state adminigtrations across
the country; without their support, no govemment will gurvive in
Mew Delhi. The Centre will therefore be forced to cede to thess
regional entifies more and more funds and administrative
prerogatives: | he politicel contre of gravity will, a9 2 result, shift
gradually from Mew Delhi to the state capitals, 1t is worth
speculating what other developments might eventuate. Foraxample,
A drastic reordering of national prionties could be on the cards,
fullilment of the basic necds of the peaple in such arenas as health,
housing, education, employment asd food seourity could eclipss
concem - fulse or genuine - over such issues as national sécunty
and defznce.

While machine politicians engape in New Delhi over the next few
days in therr governmeni-tormihion pastime, should not polineal
analysts too do some introspection? Given their speeific locanon,
they think in-a lazy mould and endeavour 1o explain gl electoral
shifis in terms of either the "honeymoon effzel” or "soti-
incumbeney”. They owe:it to themseives o do a deeper exercise,
othetwise they tun the nsk of commiting mare lux pas m the
mianner of thewxiz and epinion palls. Or s 1t their srgument that,
in the case ol West Bengal, the anti-iticumbeney factor still holds;
the revoll of the voters iz against the ineumbency in the state aver
ong years of a tharoughly worrhless apposition .

LET US HOPE THE DARKNESS HAS PASSED

India's real and virtual worlds have collided in a humiliation of power

Arundhati Roy

or many of ug who feel estranped fom mainsioesm

politics; there are tare, cphemern] moments of celchrition,
Todey i3 one of them. When India went o the pulls, we ware
nagotisting the dangerous cross-cwrents of neo-liberalism and neo-
fascism - an assault on the poor and minorily communitics

Nonz of the pundits and psephologists predicted the results, The
tightwing BIP-led cealition has not just been voied out of power,
it has been bumilinted. Tt cannot but be seen as o decisive vole
against comuunalism, and neo-liberalism's economic “retorms”.
The Conpgress has bevome the rpest party. The 21t partles, the
only parties to be overtly (bul inetfectively) eritical of the reforms,
have been given an unprecedented mandute. But even as we
velebrate, we know that on every pajur issue besides over: Hindu
nationulism (nuclear bumbs, big dams wnd privasisetion), the
Congress and the BIT have no major ideological differences. We

know the legacy ol the Congress led us to the homor of the BIP,
Still, we celebrate because surely s darkness has passed. Or kas it?
Recently, @ young friend was talking o me about Kashnvr About
the marass ol political venality, the bratality of the security forces,
the mehoate edpey of & society saturated i vialenes, where
militants, police, inlelligence officers, povernmen! servants,
businessmea and even joarmalists sncoonter ench other. and
gradually, over tune, become each other. Ahout kaving 1o live with
the endless killing. the mounting “disappearances”, the whispering,
the fear, the rumours, the insane disconneciion bebween what
Kashmiris know 14 happening and what the rest of us are told 5
happening in Kashmir,

He said: "Kashmir used to be o business. Now it's 8 mental asylum,"
Admitedly, the conflicts in Kushmir and the north-eastern states
mike them separate wings that house the maore parlloas wards 1o
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the asylum, Bul i the heartland w00, the schism between knowledge
and information, between fact and conjecture; between the "peal
world and the virual world, has become a place of endless
speculation and potential insanity.

Each time there 15 u so-called terrorist strike. the B govemment
ligs rushed in, eager to nssign culpebility with hitle or o
investigation. The attack on the parliament building, on Decembier
13, 2001, and the burning of the Sabarmati Express, in Ciodhen,
the Tollowing year are fine examples. In both cases, the evidence
that surfaced ruised disturbing questions and so was put into coléd
sterage. Everybody believed what they wanted to, but the incidents
were used 10 whip up communal bigotry in a haze of heightoned
Hindu nationatism.

Many govemments - state &5 well as centre; Congress, HIP, as
well as rewional parties - have used this climate of manufactired
[reney to mount an assault on human rishts on & scale that wouald
shame the world's better known despotic regimes

In rotent years, the sumber of people killed by the police snd
securily durees Tins into tens of thousands. Andhra Pradesh (nec-
liberallsen's poster state) chalks up in average of about 200 deaths
of "extremiats” i "encounters” every year. In Kashmir an estimated
80,000 people have been killed since 1959, Thousands have simply
"disappenred"”,

According to the Association of Parents of Disappeared Peaple in
Kasheir, more than 2,500 people were killed in 2003, In the last
18 months there have been 34 deaths in custody. The Indjan state's
prochivity to hirass and lecronse has been institutionalised by the
dravonian Prevention of ‘lerrorism Aot (POTA). Tn Tamil Nadu,
the net has been used to stifle criticism of the state government. Tn
Jhurkhand, 3,200 people, tostly poor adivasis (indigenous people)
accused of being Manists, have been named in POTA cases, In
castern Utlir Pradesh, the act is used 1o clamp down oo those who
protest aboul the dispossession of their land. In Guiarat and
Mumbai, it isused aimost exclusively against Muslims. In Gujarat,
after thee 2002 pogrom in which za estimuted 2,000 Muslims wers
killed, 287 people were acoused under POTA: 286 were Musiim

and one 2 Sikh, POTA allows confessions extravied in police
custody to beadmified s cviderice, Underthe PETA reprme, torture
tends lo replace investigation in vur police stations: that's evervthing

from people being forced to drink urine, o being stripped,
humilinted, given clectric shocks, burned with cigaretle butts and
having iron rods put up their anuses, to beitg beuten to death.

Usider POTA you cannot get bail unless you can prove that you are
mnocent - of a crime thal you have not been formrally charged
with. 11 would be naive lo imagine that POTA is being “misused”
1t is being used for precisely the reasons it was enacted. This vear
in the UN, 181 ¢ountnies voted for increased protection of human
rights, Even the US voted in favour, India abstained.

Meanwhile, economists cheering from the pages of earporale
fnewspapers inform us that the GDP growth rats is phenomenal,
unprecedented. Shops are overllowing with consumer gowds.
Govemment storehouses are overflowing with griin. Outside this
circle of light, the past five vears huve seen the miost violent increase
I rural-urhan income mequalities since independsnce. Furmers
stecped in debl ure committing suwide in hundrads; 40% ¢F the
rural populstion in Indis has the same fooderain absorption level
s sub-Saharan Africe, and 47% of Indian children undor threa
suffer from malwarrition,

Bur in urban India, shops; restaurants, raflway stalions, atrports,
gymnnsiums, hospitald hive TV monitors in which India’s Shining,
Feeling Good. You only have 1o close your cars to the sickening
crunch of the policeman's boot on sameone's ribs, vou vnly hive
ta riise yoar eves from the squalor, the slums, the supged broken
people on the strects and seeh 4 fmendly TV monitor, and you will
5e in that other beautiful wurld. The singing, dancing world of
Bollywood's permanent pelvic thrusts, of permanently privileged,
nappy Tidiany waving the tricolour and Fecling Good, Laws like
POTA ure like buttons on a TV, You cun use it 1o switeh off the
poor, the rouhiesome, the urmwanted.

When POTA was passed, the Congress staged a NSy opposition
m Parlisment. However, repealing POT'A never figared in its
clection campaign. Even before it has formed a government, there
have been nven reassurances that "reforms” will continue. Exactly
what kind of reforms, we'll have 1o wait and see. Fortupately the
Congress will be hobbled by the fact that it nesds the sSuppoIT of
left parties fo form a government, Hapefully, things will change, &
little, It's been a-pretty hellish six years. [

”T’r“i;:ﬂ: T ?ﬁ?‘f??-% :
ati Roy is theauthor of 7 ?Eﬁ "Small This
A e #-'s:aeé*-’if;m--fazv:w
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