Fereduction

S and of the Culd War has baen mearked by many st licant

changes mthe international as well-as national milien. One
S i the way war i3 fought in different partsof the warld.
St the end of the Cold War, conflicts were predomimantly
me==alional in pamore, altheuph inlra-state conflicts and ethime
Easies aleo existed. With the-amergence of a "New Warld Order”
e mtemational system witnessed an exceptional proliferation of
wra-stuze conflicts and guerrillo-type warfare. The mereasing
sature ol the phonomdénon ol ¢hild soldiers i5'a by product ol
protderating cthno-political conflicts: Although. it 35 practically
smossible to provide un exuel lgure, informed sources mainlain
B a0 estimated 300,000 ¢hildren ‘are invielved as soldiers or in
sepport roles within non-stale paramilitary groupsand state mihsny
Sores (e g Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Saldiors, 2001 ). This
sncle examines the guestion why childeer become soldiers:

The concept of o child" s problematic legally and othuewise: The
probiem of delinition erises when dealing with' pérsons betweern
he nee of fifteen and eiphteen, ns there exists g wider consensus in
seferring to all human beings under the g of Tifteen as children,
some decades ago most nternational legal Insiruments, for
sxmmple; the Convention on Armed Conllicts; sel the maxinam
age for children far below eighteen years.

iz maost socictics. especially fraditional oncs, persons between Lhe
ages of fifocen and eighteen are regarded as ‘youth” or voung

people. Religious beliefs play a role in determiming the concept ol

childhoed in some parts-of the world as for religious purposes, and
v nituals 2 child may become errathierasceptadult responsibilities
atan carly stage of his or her growtly In some “pre-literate societies”
aze vatcgorics have been determined by physicnl progess. suchas
puberty. Acommunity’s politcal, ccontmic and callural values
alzo play g rale dnothe way oowhich childbood s determined.

b spite ol these dynamics, most international oreanizaions and
cxperts currently prefer to define ¢hiléhood as clglileen vours ol
aeeand under. The United Nations now défmes childienas persons
wider i gzt of ehshiven yéars. For example, aceonding 1o e
1989 Linibed Naotioas Conventionon the Riplis obthe Child, achild
means every human being below the ape of eightess years. Graca
Machel, the expertwho undertook the TN Study en the Impact of
Armed Coniliet on Children, défined the term “child we inglude
everyone under the age of cightcen (Mackel, 1996, Other
unermational institutions, such as e Alricen Charter for the Riehts
of the Child, also define a child s & human being under the nge of
sighteen,
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WHY DO CHILDREN BECOME SOLDIERS?

S. I. Keethaponealan

Recernitment and Fnlistment

A g [mras children’s participation in armed conflict is

concemed, some absarvers sugpest thot in most conflict
sattings children ave forced to Become soldisrs Iy conseription.
Meamwhile; some studies aceept the fact that in addition to forceful
recruitment, childrep alsa enrol in the army and rebel movements
voluntarily, Machel { 1996, for example dorzes yal i addition
Lo biing forcibly recruited, youth also present themselves for
seperea™ (p. 10,

Howewver, Mache! further arpues: “1t 18 misleading, however, to
consider this voluntary, While young people may appear to choose
military service, the choice 15 not exercisad [reche They may be
driven by any of several [orces ingluding eatrural, social economic
ur politicul pressure” (p. 10), Beeit & MeCallin (1998 ) also propose
that the whale coneepl of what is “veluniary” needs to be colled
ity question; because the options for children are net free fram
mluenee. Cobien & Goodwin-Gill (1994 ) paint out the role of social
pressurs and manipulation i the children’s option 1o join armed
grougs! and they sazges thil these lorees wre nost dillicult to resist.

Forcible Recruitment

F arceful rcniimment of childreh (s andaubtedly one of the

tost comman forms of drafting new membdrs for armed
groups. | here dre oountries where conscription & leeal, for example,
Ethigpia, Sudan, and Mozambique. In some countries where
conseription % regolated by Taw, suthorities engise in mecrpiting
much younger chiidren vt the militany as there are praciical jssies
i proving the actual zeeof children ((Wessells, 19UR), Dicect or
mdirect threat is used In places where conseription is nol formally
inplace (Machel, 1996), Forcelu! recnuitment often invalvas fireat
to the safety and well-béing ol children themaelves and then
families, and actual violation ol the physical intewrily ofthe youth.
In semme ressfons viglenee has Been directed sowards family meambers
and others ¢lose woke chikl Artmed opposition groups, as well as
national armed lorees sposoe in these types of activifies 0 force
the children inta armed movements,

"Afeea " an Almaric lerm (Or press-oanging, 189 comnon fov ol
recrritment i many Adrican states. Children are being forcibly
recrulted in sireels, marketpluces, plavorounds, sehoals. and
religions places ol worship (Breet and MeCatlin, 1008 Brelt and
MeCallin maintain thut “teenaga bovs whe worked in the infrmal
séctor selling eigarettes, marches, sweel, chewing gum ard Iottery
tickets were o particular target™ (p.50). Democralic Republic of
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Conga (DRC) 15 ooe of the most dengerous con(lict settings in
Adrica, involving & number ol countries and parties in the engoing
war for tand and resources. In Congo thousands of children are
recruited, ofien forcibly, as soldiers, Forexample, Lavren: Kabila's
troops forced a larpe number of whar they term “voung kadopns”
into the-army (Homan Kishts Watch, 200100, Other militia groups
in DRE ware also mducting children into thenr ranks, AL ongolese
bow explained his exparence of torceful recroitment ns follows:

| was commng from school at abour '3 pr | went o school
in the afiemaoon. | was heading home when soldiers ina
vehicle stopped me and made me get in; They were
Rwandmns: I'here were lats of other young: boys in the
vehicle: We went ta the airporr in Goma and frem there 1o
Kalenme oy plane. We werz all ten, twelve, thirleen years
old-and older. Then we were sent 1o Camps Verl m Moba
and trained there: Lots werekilled inthe trmining: Lots died
of sickness. The food was poorly prepared and many sot
dysentery, (Human Rights Warch, 2001: 110

In U ganda, the rebels are tking children fareibly after each rd,
often over the dead bodies of thew family members. Although the
rebiels prefer children in theirteens, they abduct children as young
as cight or nime. Children who restst recrutiment or appose the
rebiels are killed withoul any qualmes. [ Liberia, a childoare worker
reported that “some bavs were told, you join us or well kill your
family™ (Homan Rizhis Wareh, 19940 359, lnaxe Asia [ 19946)
sugeests thal in Burma foreed recruitment i5 particularly commen
before and during large ollensves

Voluntary Enlistment

A spointed ol beobservers ag wellas schiolars, children also

voluntarily enlist in anmed organiation:, Thes are several

[actors that contribute 1o children optonally joining srmed groups.

Promincnl among ther are: (1 Bconomie needs, (i) Secarily needs,

(i) Pover, (v Natiomalism, (v) Bevenee, (vid Social and caltural
vislues: (vil) Peer pressire; and (viil) Excilement.

1. Econmmic Needs

When hasie human needs, economic ag well o welfare needs, are
not satisfied, human beings are capable of trvine all possihie
altermatives w satisfy theirpeeds, Children are no excaption 1o this
penaral rule, and in most conflicr settinps joining an ammad group
cpaims aclase aption for hundreds of children. Phat is why Lhe lack
of fundamental econoriic needs plavs & major role in forcing
chitldron o take up arms with onzanized ovlitury csiablishments.

Mache] [1996), the expert appointed by the U N wstudy the effects
ofarmed conflicts; claims: “ome of the basic reasons thar chlldran
Join drmed groups i @eonomie; Hunger and poverty may drive
parenls o offer their children for service In some cases, armics
pay a mindr seldier's wage directhy o the family. Child panicipalion

may be ditficult to distinguish, as in some cases whole familics
move with armed groups: Children themselves may voluntesr &
they believe that this is the only way 1o guaranies resular meals
clothing or medical atention” (p. 10}, Humen Righes Watch ( 1994
3) elaims thar all the warring factions 1o Liberia have [orcibly
recriited some childeen, but most children bave jormed voluntarily.
naually because they saw no other way tosurvive. Asain i Liberin
LN officials claim that most children chose o become seldies
hecanse their econemie situation was extreme v Hmired (Human
Rights Watch, 1494}

ln Cambodia. the 1N found that most child soldiers sither were
arptians orcame Fomvens poor familizs For these children, joining
the army voluntarily wis a ready means to get food and sarn same
meney for surviving relatives: Famities may slso-encourane their
children teenlis! us mesns for economic and socia! sdvancement
Lo Liberia even seven-year-olds are involved in combat because,
according to the Liberian Red Cress, "those with guns could eat”
(Cohen & Goodwin-Gill, 1494 33}, Inside an armed group, an
expert claimed; "lor the first time these children can counl en
medical care and three meals o dayv” (Frankel, 1995 447 Muany
underage soldiers, for example, in Lebanon, hoast of bigeer
financial earnings: thun even prafessionals sueh as tzachers and
government servams (Cairs, 1998],

2. Security

Membership in an-armed group and acesss to an AK-47T, that o
soldicr would most probalbly obtain whilz inside the group, snsure
protection from threat and barassment. Many children who have
Jeined hands with armed groops huve experenced violence intheir
personal Tives, which makes them: foel belpless: A Liberian boy
soldier, for example; cluimed thut he joined United Liberation
Maovement for Demogracy 1a Liberia (ULIMO) 1o pretect himsell
against the National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL} (Human
Rizhts Watch, 10045, Machel {19963 summarizes this as follows:
Some children feel obliged to become soldiers for their awn
protection. Faeed with violence and ehaos all around, they decide
that thew are safer with guns in their hands: Often such children
jolnarmed oppesition groups after experiencing harssment from
government fovees) Many voung people-have juingd the Kurdish
rebel group: forexample, as a reaction 1o seorched-canth policies
ind extensive hwman righis vielmions: In B Salvador, cliildren
whose parents had beer killed by government soldiers joined
gppostion groups for protsctien (p/ 12

Iherefore. membership in on armed group cosures safery and
seeurity to a child from threats and harassments: Also, it provides
a cerain amount of freedom to cngaze moecortain activitics. For
exampie, a certain amountof freedom of movement is provided to
children who opt o become soldiers: Such freedom s nol passible
for a normal child under some circcumstances: 1o thal sense, the
desiie o besule from securite harassment and threat intfluence
many children to take up the-option of arms.




of o= armed group ensures power o otherwise
who mostly come from weaker social groups
#nd the uneducatzd, Frankel (1993) believes that
“picking up a gun is sunply the best susvival option
i soldier gits aclean uniform with bright msignia,
i of shoes and o weapon - symbols of power and status
=ened beforehand” (p.44), According 1o a UN official

s of children are used al checkpoints, Manning &
Sesiseint gives a kid power and influencs, even il he is
Swetes vears old. Often a twelve or fifiesn year old buy
Wl wee 2 UN car ara checkpoint and make the officer in
ehene caplain who he is, what he is doing... we teach our
LN aificers to be guiet, and try to explain, But a twelve-
sex-old doesn’t understand. Al he understands s that he s
= power and has someons to command and can kill
smeone Sometimes thers are fifieen o twenty people ata
cseckpoint and the commander (s enly about ren vears old,
S at checkpoints have killed people for no reason at all,
Cleman [Uehls Warch, 1994, 32)

e power and prestige children acquiré in anmed orpanizations
e allow children to bregk social traditions. 1n normal
swsamsmnces. elders such as parants and teachers control children.
= conflict situations where children are involved as soldicrs,
pescsty and teachers may have woadjust 1o this new stamus of
hiidren. Furthermore, there are some social and economical
Senctits as well. For example, in Lebanon a girl elaimed thar her
“enderage soldier) brother does not have e wait m line to buy
srovisions (Caimns, [996). I this sense the power children atcain
= result of their invalvement in military organizations is not jus:
selitical but alse ceunomie and eulrural

< dealogy and MNitivnalism

OF course, muny children believe in whal they are fighting for
Secuuse inone way or another they undersiand (he stated objectives
of their respective organizations. These desizns may include
squality, political libcration, holy war, the right to their ancestral
wnds, and ideology (Brett & MeCallin, 1998), While some scholars
sist that children profess lovalty w religious, nationallstic, ar
solitical ideologics and they tzke up arms to defend their beliefy
feg lucrgrnsmeyedr. 1993), others believe that children do not
fave the "eomnitive capacity” 1o think rationally abpout concepls
such a8 religion and nation (g2, Coles, 1986), Colm & Goodwin-
Gl (1994 wrzoe that children in St Lanka, for example, "were
atimeted by the Black and white version of' the world olTered hy
the LTTE, which presents itself as sacred and infallible” (p.35).

For childrei, Jdt:u]ugy is mainly a mater of compeiling stories
st relate the child™s personal experiences W experiences of the
community an o the fuure (Garbaring, Kostelny, & Dubrow,

19% &) Influgneed by ideclopical motivations, children have taken
part in potitical strugeles in many conflicl siuatioms in 1he past.
Children were on the frunt-ling, for instance, in the Vier Cong’s
nationalist cause in Vietnam, in the Palestinian struegle agains
Israel, i Iran under the Avatollah Khomeind, in MNaa Germeny,
and even in the American Civil War (Garbarine, Kostelny, &
Dobrow, 1991b). This also applies 1o the numesous national
liberation sirugeles il dre being fought agdinst state instimitions
loday (Coles. 1986).

5. Revenge :[

The desire to take revensge often influences children toseek = mole
in-wrmed orpanizations. Many childrsn admit to the fact thas they |
have experienced violence in their personal lives and lost loved |
ones. Hor example, Roland Vih, whovoluntarily joined the Nmional
Palriotic Front of Liberln (NPFL) maiained thet “fdy mother
gol kitled by govemment forces™ (Susman, 1999 AZ24), Ishmas!
Dheatt, b nineteen-year-old, who was in the Sierra Leone Army ar
Fourteen, claimed that, T lost my parents in the war, and fifends of
e walchud their parents killed in front of them™ (Farlay, 2001
263 A Liberian boy soldier claimed *1 joined LILIME. for revenge
becuuse, my papa was killed” (Human Rights Warch, 1994: 261
Thuse are some of the most commen accounts af whal motivages
children 1o fight on behalf ol an armed group,

fi. Socinl Values |

“Social vilues faye a slrong mpact on the children's decision o
enlistin an arrmed group, Howa community values contlictand its
conseqiiences. for Lxample, in terms of social justice, relision,
cthnicity, chosen (ruumas, and so on, is likely t be central to
children's own perceptions. In some situations parlicipation in
military o warlike activitics is slorified. Children are raised 1o
revere miilitary leaders oithe past, and 1o loole on milirry induction
as oosien of manhood. Children muy become extemely amracred
to themilitry Hfe ot the glamour and prestize ol amilitary unitorm
(Coles, 1980), For instance, & study (Image Asin, 1996) on the
child soldiers in Burma paints out that:

Barma's military history plays an important peyehologizal
part lo encouraging children 1o become invalved in the
military. This is due o the prominent role thal General Anng
Sen plaved in liberaling the country from the British wnd
lapanese accupations. The Burmun public has turned him
inta an idolized wational heyo Children, especially yourg
boyy, are ravied ro revere military [eadars of the past, ued 1o
Inak on military induction as a-sign of munhood. In much
of the popudar media, the soldier 15 hald up as the perfaet
rote model. Puticulurly among the ethnic groups, where
many childeen grow up watching their fathers co o war, .,
| he ethitie groups also have revered leaders, that chifdren
dre tanghl (o udore, and often fear, from an earbrace. 1o be
4 soldier s occupy a position of grest honor and sell~
saerifice. (p.d)
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I'he status efthose who die inwaris alse imperative in this regacd

In some canflict settings those who div in thewar are being revercd
us heroes-and saviours of the race, In extrome cases ey besome
‘murtvrs.” For instance, in lrgland, in Palestine and in 81 Lanks
those who suffer death in conlfontalion dre remembered with
honour and revered a5 “mactys” (Byme, 1997) This "eult of
martyrdom” plays @ crucial role in forcing children to choose
vinlanice, because in tssence the stialus of the dead becomes a source
af pressure on the children in their respective enviromments:

7. Peer Pressure

Pressure, particularly from friendsand members ol the community,
may influence s ehild to become a soldier: It s not uncommon for
somme children to jom inanned groups simply because their friends
have joined. ATl children expect upproval from clders and their
peors: Expectations of pser approval are-an integral part of any
childs life. The use of guns and involyement In vielence are seen
by muamy childron as a way 1o win peer gpproval |Drogin, 19930,

8. Excitomont

Bueing msoldierand the activities attached Lo il van give s pleasuce
o miany children. although nor many child seldiess openly declars
it. "The crackle of gunfire. the juide of being in charge, the
experiencs ol ulacking a village and being allovwed 1o keep suing
ol the spoil. This iswhatused 1o give David Saniai (0 Sierra Leon
child soldier-and o sclfatyled Sergeant) a theill," suvs an observer
CSimons: 1999: 1% "1 like being & Sergeant,” declared David
Samai, i an inlerview i Sierre Leone (Simmons, 1995, oo 1),

Crarbarie, aneminent schalar ol child psvehology and violence,
and his tean endorsi the view that some children may appreciate
ire thirill thit comes with moderate danger and some children may
cven seek exireme danger as-an expression of pavchopathology
(Garbaring, Kestelny, & Dubrow, 1991h). Garbaring and his
collzazues, from their experience in seyveral war-torn sociclics,
wonclade that: *1F we are hongst we musl recognize thal warmay
mean the [un and adventure of being Voung and scl loose on e
worke This is one of war's uttractions farvoung people, parlicularly
yourng peapke who are trapped in g dead-end existence orwho yeam
for glary and exciternent” (Garharing, Kosteliy, & Dubrow, |99 La;
Ih Cairns (1996) reports that 1o Belfas) many voung men seek
raembership i IRA as a wayv of velieving boredom. This may bu
also rue in other conflicrsemings, like Sri Lanka,

Propaganda and Indoctrination

saforementionsd, some scholars gquestion the real tature of

woluntarism® 0 optional enlislment of childen in armed
croups, based o childres cognitive capacity 1o evaluae and make
decisions. GOFsienificance in (his *voluntary enlistment” is the role
of propaganda and indoctrinution. Since the propaganda
mechanisms thet are unleashed in conilict settings by concemed
parties are su rigorous, children may od iU haed 1o resiss Thiv
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muy berbeeanse of the valnarabilitieg of children themsslves
According o social anthropelogist Brian Milne, who has studisd
the exploitation of child soldiers in Southeast Asia, "xids don't
have a doctrine or ideology™ (Frankel, 1995: 44), “Adultsneed 2
good reason to lake up arms. 1t 15 casicr to convince kids 1o fiehe
far almost nothing” remarked a Liberian working with formes
combatants (Human Rights Warck, 1994:3), Therefore, it is cuss
for ooy sroup, especially the anes that are in contral, (0 induct
children with any ideelbgy incluging nationalism, haoly war and
the use of vielence for political purpeses, Olara Ctunnu, the UN

pecial representative for children and armed conflict said that

Children become in a evaical way the best raw material 1o
fashivn inte efficient, ruthless and unguestioning tools of
wit, Because they ére tmpressionable, they are like a vessel,
Whalever you wani to mike them inta, they'll be shaped.
Su you indectrimdte tem, you shipe them, and then as we
sed, fronm Sierm Leone o Conge o Sri Lanka, they ane te
most ratliless, (Susiun & Muolan, 1999, A13)

Influence of idenlogy, especially when younz people develop a
sense ol social bonding and identity, can have a lasting impact on
Uierr, History hive proven that in places such gs South Africe,
Morthiem Ircland, Palestine, Rwandu, and Sr7 Lan¥a, the Infuence
ol idenlugy on children have brought disastrons consequances. In
Sri Lunku, the Middle Bast, and Afehanistan, forinstance. children
Five gone 1o the exten! ofunderaking suicide-bombing missions
Thisis. in fact done by respective armed organizations exploitiog
the innocence and immatyrivy oF childen (Machzl, 19596)

Propiganda is undertaken by mamy wayvs and means_ for cxample,
in remote villnges propacands is undermken by deliviring leolure-
liki spedches sxplaining the gosls snd the rationality kehing 1he
decision o fight. The need for more munpower W masia@im the:
steugele is ulse always emphasized. Then the villagersine psliod,
ofien with foree, tostpply the pecessary hibman resources including
litthe bows wnc givks (Bretr & MeCallin, 1998 Militants also use
pustars, sreet dramas and so on o atlract the alention of childran.
This author has first band expericnoe of watching repeated telecasis
of the movie Ul Aukegr: The Linn ol the Dedeed over the LTTE
televizion station Nitharsanany in the early 1990z This movie is
based on & fine story of a Libivan resistance movement zgaist the
ltalians during the inler-warperind.

However, in most conflicts today, propagands and [ndoetrination
arenar just iselated acts, but g gart of the Tile ol the peaple who
v icontlictseings: 11 s everywhers in their gnvironment for
example. i act, recrcalionul greas, sehowls, pluces o worship amd
s0on. In other words, in many conflict settings, propaganda has
been undertalen by the militarization of the whele seeicty Hsell
And militarization has become the single most etficient componant
of the propaganda mechanism of présent-day armed grouss (Cohn
& Goodwin-Gill, 1994, In tha Arabworld, observers Believe that
the Islanist movemeants "have perfegted the art of reeruiting willing
martyrs” They dlso point ous that mosgue-based religious
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preparation plays a cricial role mrsuch recratment (Erankel, 1985;
IueTREnSIEyam, 9}

Conclusion
T here hias been 4 mpid incecase in the aumber of children
tnvolved asisoldiers in state armics as well @ non-siate
paramilitary’ orpanizitions in the recent past, While & substantial
number of childeen are forcibly recruited, others volunrarily enlist
for wariaus reasons. Mevertheless, observers gquestion the theory
of voldntary enlislment, arguing that children do not have the
coanitive capacily or skills o make indépendert decisions, This
srzument has been strenzthened by the role of propaganda in foming
the ehildren inio viclence. In many conllicl seltings, propaganda
hias been undertaken by severl medns including \alks, poster
carpaigns: music, streel deamas and so on Y, of significance i
the way in which the whole environment has been militarized, s0
that the childrén cannot escape the attraction of the syimbols of
war and violence.
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