where setular ideas about human history and development have
Bisesn oviertaken by Eilure andd frostration: aswiell us By an lélamism
Fom e partof role leaming and theoblitgration of whal are perocived
toy he nther. compatitive forms of seeular knowledge. The gradoal
disappesrance af the extraotdinary tradition ol Istamic §tihead oo
personal iterpretation lias been one ol the mugor cultural disasters
of our time, with the resull that critical thinking and mdevidual
wrestling with the problems of the modern world lave all but
disappearad.

This is not to say that the culmoral world has simply regressed on
ongside toa bellizerent nen-Onentalisny and on theather o bhianket
rejectionism. Last year's United Wations World Sommir in
Johannesbure: {or all its liantatons, did in fact reveal o vast aren
of commaon global concern that suggests the welcome emergence
ol a new cellecnive constituency that gives the olten Licile notion
of "one world" a new urgency. In all this, however. we must sdmil
that no one can possibly know the extraordinarily complex cnity
of sur globalized world, despite the reality that the-world does
ltave a real interéependence of parts that leaves no gendine
opportunicy for isolation.
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The terrible conflicts that herd people under falsely unilying rubrics
like "America! "The West"™ or "lslm," and invent collective
identities for large numbers of individaals who are actually quite
diverse; cannot remain as potent as they nre, and musl be opposed.
We still haveat our disposal the rational interpresive skills that are
the legacy of humanistic education, not as a sentimertal pisty
enjoining us to relurn o teditonal vahies or the classics but as the

setive praciies: off worldhy secular rational disourse The seoulee
world is the world ol bistoeyus madiz by human Benes: Crtical
thaotght doesnot submit te commmands 1o join in the ranks marchss
ngainst one or ancther approved enemy. Rather than the

(nanufaelured ciash of civilizations, we need to concentrate on the

slaw working together of cultures that overlap, Boreow from each
other, and live together In far more intaresting ways than any
abridezed or inauthantie made of understanding can alow. But foe
Uit kind of wider perception we fesd time. parient and skeprical
inguiry, supporied by faith in communities of mterpretation that
arz difficult to sustuin in o world demanding mstant action and
reaction. Humanism 18 centered vpon the agéney of human
individuality und subjective intuition, mtherthan on recelvied ideas
and approved authority. Texts have to be read a3 rexts tha weee
produced and live on i the histarical realnt In oll sorts of what |
have called warldly ways. But this by no means sxcludes power,
sincet on the contrary | have tried to show the insinuations, the
mibrications of power iote even the most recandite of studics,

Aad lastly, most important. humanism is the enly and | would go
so Lar ag savirg the (inal cesistanes we have against the inhumon
practices and injuslices that disfigure human history, Weare today
abetted by the enormously eteouraging democtatio -field of
eyberspice. open 1o all users in woys undeeamt of by earbier
generations either ol tyramts or of orthodoxics. The world-wide
protests beforethe vear began in lrag would not ave been possible
wigte it fol Tor the existence ol ullermative commiunitics all dorhss
the werlds informed by alternative infurmation, and ketnly awire
of the enviretmental, human sights snd libertarian inpulses thit
bind us together in this tiny planct. .

EDWARD SAID—AN APPRECIATION

Editorial—Daily Star, Beirut

E dward Said (1925-2003), respecied by many but lel down

by most, There will be much hund-wringina iy thenext faw
davs a8 tributes fo the lare Edward Said Aow from admirers and
detractors alike, They will note thet it is not jist the Arab waorld
that hias lest an crodite and impassioned advocare, not just his
adopted American homelund that has been robbed of a2 maverick
savant: and not just academe that mourns the passing of a brilliant
mind, They will declare that humanity as a whole Is poorer for his
degth. They will be right, of course, But they will alsa be missing
the point that b must have died a very disappointed man because
while ne lived,almost all of them let him down,

Suid's seminyl 1978 work, Orienralisi, set the mold that was to
shape his career and interests for the rest of his days. The book
identified a host of mechanisms through which perceptions of the
Arak and [slamic worlds have been warped by generations of
Wieslern artists, politicians and scientists. It sparked furious debate

thut continues <o this day, Tt was also, however, a collection of
excuses for a parl of the world that relused to believe i itself as
mwch he did,

As u product ol bwo very different cultures. Said tried mightily 1o
fridge the maps belween them, only o be constantly frustrated by
the refusal of sotli to recognize the merits of the other. The United
States remained largely unwilling to acknowledge the legitimate
arievances of the Arab world vis-a-vis lsmel, or 1o dilutz itssuppert
For the Jewish state even when the latter was manifestly acting
apainst its own long-term interests. The Palestinizns and their Arab
brethren remained hetrothed to hackward policies and empty
rhetoric, undermining the possibility of rehabilitating themselves
im Americn's eves and soolregnining dny purt of what they claimed
to valie above all else.




e Send's failore He did more-than could fairly he
W s St was densed by the arrogance and ignorence
Thus B effoets 10 increase Westem aceeptance for the
Sase were rewarded st ome poini by Yasser Arafat's
S e Occupied  Territories: becanse heeriticized
SSmapton im he Palestinian  Authority: His work to heip
enestome thelr misconceptions: about the Arab-Israsli
E=mel shameess aocusations of guti-Semitism and other
ERsmets & charpcler assassination,

R B bastle with the disease that eventually killed him is
= Sgeewer Bor his lonely campaign to foment mutual

understanding, a waorthy one to which he devoted so much of his
lite, siill needs recruits from all backgrounds. The ereatest
representatives of the human race are never properly appreciated
during their own hfetimes. For all the accolades he s received,
Said was no exception, Cinly when there is a full and fair peice
between Arab and Jew in the Middle East will it begin to dawn on
mast people just how much has been Jost with the death ofa single
ndividual ard how much time has been wasted on the petty claims
and countesclaims of decidedly lesser minds. Only then will both
ot his peoples, Eastand West, even begin w deserve his legacy,

oday we express our deep sadness abour the death of Edward

Said, and send our love and condolences to his family and
T=nds. His incredible vitality and spirit throughout his long
=gl agninst termimal 1ness gave us thie hope (and perhups the
Sson ) that this day would not come so scon.

AT same time, we must not forget to celebrate his exiraordinarily
=8 and productive life, Edward Said was never afraid to explore
&4 ekpress his inmer convictions. often against the overwhelming
== of conventional wisdom. His particular genius enabled him
% reshape discourses and spawn an entire academic diseipline by
sme ot only of his gqualities of heart and mind, bot also and
sspecially the resonance his ideas and sentiments found within
e2ch of us. Heowas thar rare individual able to give voice o0 a
eversal conscienee, to awaken within us a collective yearning
for a better world right now, in this particular lime and place.

The importanze of his life's work cannot be denied even by his
avawed pelitical opponents. Consider how Professor Satd's
wrownmg academic achievement the publication of Orisniwism
s more relevant loday than ever, nol us zrand theory ro.discuss in
miellectual salons, but as a Lifc-affirming and life-saving
prescription for & world on the brink of endless war. With literal-
minded religious and political figures seemingly commited to an
apocalyplic unfolding of the "Clash of Civilizations” we would do
well to remember his central message: that dialogue bevween
cultures and peoples can be either repressive ar liberating. He
articalated clearly and forcefully the fundamental distinction
between an imposed discourse of conguerer W conguered basad
o an imbalance of military mighs and a respeetiul exchane
between equals based onshared principles of human rights at the
el of ¢very true civillzation,

ATRIBUTE TO EDWARD SAID

Roger Normund of the Center for Economic & Social Rights

Professor baid took sides; choosing to fight against oppression in
all of' its forms. Throughout his long career he fought with insizhl,
erudition. compassion, courage, persevenance, and a stingine wil.
Perhaps because his own Identity was based on the merging of
opposites. West and East, citizen and exile, he chose to defand all
hurmanity, and rior ust the Palestinian causz as some critcs like to
suggest, (Whe has more brilliantly dissecred the flaws of Araful
lhan Edward Said?). Cach of us faces the same matrix of moral
chuice as ke did. and we are thankful to him for showing s an
honest-and honorab!®path.

OF his many outstanding writings, one thal always temains wirh
mi 5 1 shori essay called "Decolonizing the Mind." Written in
1994, ut time wheri Professor Said siood virtoally alone amang

festern intellectuals n denouncing the false peace of the "Oglo
process.” Whis essuy wffioms the value of cultivating mental freedom
to face the overwhelming crush ef sorcow and apprassion that
blankets ourworld. In responsc o the abuse of words. the abuse of
coneepts. the ybuse of politics, and the abuse of paople, Said offers
usthe decolonized mind ax an expression of the humean rights mind,
a mied that recognizes universal principles of common humanity
lirsl, befire focusing on the myriad differences that can-eithet be
understand toenrich all of us twgather or exploiled to divide us
[Fom them. me from you,

Edward Said represented the hast face of the hero, a public
imtellectual with unflinching integrity, and we will miss lim greatly.
But wemnust celebrate as we movrn, for he s survived by sgrowing
community of family, friends, und strangers inspired by his
passiomate belief that “Speaking the truth and fighting forright™ i
our onlv real chotee, and that nzither Hness nor death will slow
our march lowards universal justice. .
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