Muslim vorces, particularty {n the easi, must also be heard. The
recent killings of Muslim mon in the cagtarn zone bas made it
imparative that is community is'assured that any interim
admrmstation will respeet les cultural, religious, sconomic and
civilTights, The LT TLE has to work with the GOSL to provide theze
guarantees mascepiical polity. The international plavers may once
agam bz importane arbiters and belp Lo ensure that agreements are
more than just empry promises.

Thas is linked o the-central human rights issue which hus dogged
the eeasefire and the STMM in the past vear. The LTTE must stop
the political assasginations of 8 opponents. which hivve undsrmyined
community suppert for the pedce process. Fizures vamy bit ar |zast
two dozen such extra-fudicial Killings Bave been documentad and
blumed on the LIIE by respected kuman rights organizacions.
Phase 11 has to inelide some stronger sanctions and mechanisms
for desling with such Hagrant (louling ol the ceasefire provisions.

I terms of political architecture d restructoring 15 nécessdry, with
constitutional change to back it in the long-terns. Bat in the short-
term al lewst it & orucially important to address the difficultes
ereated by the polilical realilics of coliabitalion between s Prosident
and a Prime Minister from cival politieal groupings: Asthe counlry

mries o eonsider, in g matureway, he strengths and weakncsses ol

alternative models of federalism thal may be utilized in the cssential
rebuilding of political fnstitutions in S Lanka, 1t miost be
recopnized that it was the poveriment o Chandrika Kumamaiunga

which first put e *devalution proposals’ for a federal svstem on
the negotiating table back o the mid 90s.

Therefare, the LINF government must ereatz an inclusive spacs in
this second phase ol the peace process to 2ncourage civil sochens
to-take the power-sharing proposals to the people and ensure the
deare has the widest sossible resonuties in the communits. A
pegotiated séttlemint Lo this violent civil war can anlv hold ifthe
various stakeholders in the Community gaderstand md sunportths
Famewark that is devised by the main plivers,

What is happening today in Sri Lanks i very ex¢iting ot marms
levels. The dynamics of the ¢onflicl ire benyg transformed by the
peact provess itssif The two main protagenisis and other beliigeront
nelors st slowly comié to o reallzation that the msululion of the.
conflict s only possible through narinal political means
Disagrestnents: nboul power—shuring, landewnérship. cthnic
rights and econamic andsocial justice will contimue in Sei Lanko.
What must change |= that the *nexus’ batween these conflicts and
thie wge ol vielence and war bz broken.
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IN MEMORIAM —EDWARD SAID

So. why do | lind myself owing so much to Edward’s work, his example? Short answer: like Jean -Paul Sartre, like
Chinua Achebe, Said was, in the final analysis. a public intellectual. e took risks; he put himeelf out there in the
form of words that intended in the form of manifestos. stances, critical opinions that would make him vulnerable
to a whole range of responses: praise. endorsement, hugiography, rigorous critique and death threats. Like Sartre.
he believed in commilment and engagement even as he enjoyved and luxuriated in the pleasure of high Western
culture. ..

He chose to eschew methodalegical consistency amd the card-carrying rigour of an “ist.” e used Antenio Granisci
in s own wity, butwas not a MarXist: e used Foucault, but was nio poststrocturalist, Norwias he an exemplary
humanist. [t is quile amazing how much he has incommon with Foucault 1l the very end; in particular, the
passion to speak truth to power, and the imperative to articulate non-codrcive truths. Yot he had made a decisive
break with Foucault. Honestly, Said did not care how he was pigeonholed or categorised.

Extract from an article by Prof. R. Radhakrishnan
Courtesy Feemtline
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ORIENTALISM 25 YEARS LATER
WORLDLY HUMANISM VS. THE EMPIRE-BUILDERS

Edward Said

ine vears ago Twrote an aflerword for Grienradism which,

in trying to elarify what | believed | had and had nat said,
stressid ol only the many discussions that had apened up since
my book uppeared in 1978, but the ways in which a work abous
represéntations uf "the Orient” lent ilself to increasing
misinterpretation. That | find mysel! fceling more ironié than
irritated about thal very same thing today i5 a sign of how much
my age has crept up on me. The recent deaths o my two main
intellectunl, political and personal mentors, Egbal Ahmad and
lorahim Abu-Lughod, lus browshl sadness and loss, as well s
restenation and a cértain stubborm will 1o go on.

b oy memair Gut df Plece (1994 | deseribed the strange and
cuniradictory worlds inswhich | grewoup, providing for nyse 1 and
iy feadders g delailed docount of the settings thoat | think formed
mie i Palestine, Taypl and Lebanon, Bt that wias o very persomal
uccoumt thitl stopped shor of all the vears of my own political
ngigement thal started afterthe 1967 Arab-Isrmeli war

Orientalizm 15 very much n book tied 1o the wmuluons dy namicy
of contemporary history. 1s first page opens with a | 975 descrintion
olthe Lebanese Clvil War thut ended in 1990, burthe violence inid
Lre ugly shedding of human blood eonrinuesup to this minue. We
Fave had the failure of te Oslo peace process, the outbreak of the
second intifadn, and e aw ful sufféring of the Palastinizns on the
re-invaded West Bank and G, The suicide bombing phenomenun
Fas wppesred with &l its Wideous domage, none mare lurid and
upeilyptic of course thun the events of Seprember 11, 2001 and
theiraftermati in thi wars aguinst A fzhanistan and Iegg. A | write
tiese lines, the illegal imperial ocoupation of Leag by Britain and
the Unired States procceds. |5 afrepmath (s teuly awlul Lo
vonemplate, This Is all part of what 15 suppesed w0 be b elash of
wivilizations, unending. implueahle, remediable. Nesertheless, |
Lok roL

I 'wish 1 eould sav that gerersl nndersianding of the Middle Fast,
live Arabs and [skim in the United States has improved somewhat,
Bur alas; it really hasn't For all kmds of reasons, the Siluaten in
Eiumpe seems o be considerably beiter In the US, (he hardening
olattitdes, the Sehtenmng of the arip ol demeaning senerlization
and triumphalist clich# the domimance of eride poser allicd with
simplistic coatempt For dissenrars and "others” has found a Giting
eomrelative in the looting and destruction of Trag's libraries and
musenms. What our leaders and their intelleciual lackeys ssem
incapable of nnderstanding is that hislory, cannol be swept clean
like a blackBoard, elean so that "we' might [hseribe ourown Fitore
there and impose our own furms of life far theee lesser people
fallow, 1t is guite commaon (o hear high officials in Washingron
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and glsewhere speuk of changirg the map of the Middle East, as if
alteienlsuciztivs und myriad peoples can be shaken up like so many
peanuts majar Bl this has often happened with the "Orient,” that
seini-myihicel constructwitich sinee Mapoleon's invasion of gy
it flie late eighteenth century has been made and re-made countless
Limes. Tn the progess the uncounigble sediments of history, that
include innnmerable histories and o dizzying variety of peoples,
languages, experignces, and cultures, all these are swept aside or
ignpred, relegated to the sand heap along with tha treasures ground
inlo mdaningless fragments thal were taken out of Baghdad

My argument is that history is made by men and women. jast as it
can alse b wmade ard reswritten, sothat our' East, “6ur” Drient
becomes "olrs" o possess and direct. And | have a very hizh repard
for the powers und gifls o the peoples of that région 1o strugels on
for thelr vision of whul they are and want to be, There's peen 50
massive and calculatedly appressive un atiack on e conremporary
societies of the Amboand Mustim for their backwirdness, lack ol
demicracy. and abrogation of women's rights that we simply lorzat
thatsuchnotiong as modernity, enbelitenment, and demperacy are
by no medns simple, and agreed-upon concepts that one 2ither does
or does not Gad Hke Easter ¢gps in the Living-room. The
breathtaking msouciance of jejune publicists who speak inthe name
af fereign pohicy and who have no knowledze atall of the lanpaage
real people sctually spaak; kas fabricated an arid lindscape ready
fir American power 0 consiruet there an ersatz model of free
market “democeacy.” You don't nead Arabic or Persian or even
Frinch o pontificate aboul how the demperacy doming elfec! is
just-what the Arab world needs

Will to Dominate
B i there is adifferance berween knvwleded of other peoples
and other times that s the result of understanding,
compasshul Garelul stady and analvais For thelrown sdkes. and un
the other hand knowledie that 5 part of an overal] campaton of
sell=affirmation. There s, afier all, 2 profound difference between
the will to understmnd for purposes of Go-eaistenoe dnd enlargement
of herizons.and the will 1o domimate for the purposes of contral. I
15 surely one of the inelluciual catastrophes of histary that an
imgerkalist war con lected by a small group ofunelecied US oflicials
was waged against a devastated Third World dictaiorship on
theroughly ideologival grounds huving to dowith werld dominance,
sceurity control and searce resourges, bt diseuised for its rue
intent, hastened, and reasoned for by Orientalists who betraved
their calling as scholars
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The major intluences on George W, Bush's Pentagon and Nationa)
Security Council were men such as Bervard Lew'is and Fowad
Ajami, experts on the Arab and Eslamic world who helped the
Americen hawks to think about such preposterous phenomena as
the Arab mind and centuries-old Islamic decline which only
American power could reverse, Today bookstores in the US are
filled with shabby sceceds bearing scremming headlines about Isham
and terror, Islam exposed, the Arab threat and the Mustim memace,
all ofthem wriiten by politica! polemicists pretending o knowledie
imprarted to them and olhers by experts who have supposcdly
penemrated to the heart of [hese strange “Oriental” peoples.
Accompanying such war-mo gering experlise have heen CNM and
Fox, plus myriad evangelical and righi-wing radio hosts,
innumerable tabloids and even middle=brow joumals. all of them
rescvcling the same unverifiable fictions and vast genéralizilions
S0 as 1o stir up " Amefica” against the foreion devil

Without g well-orcanized sense that these people over thers were

nol ke "us™ and dida't appreciabe Mour™ valuey-—Lhe very odre of

traditional Crientalist dogma- - there would huve boen oo war 5o
from the very same directorate af paid professional scholirs enlisted
by the Duleh conguersrs of Malaysta and Indonesia, the Brilish
arinice 'of [ndia, Mesoporima, Egypt, West Affien. the French
armies of [ndoching and Morth Alvica. ceme the American adyvisers
to the Pentazon and the While House, using the saime clichés the
same demeaning sterentypes, the time justalieations for power and
viglence (after all, runs the chorus, power is the only language
thiey imderstind) in this case as in the earliet ones. These people
kave now been joined in drag by & wholearmy of private contractors
and: eager enfteptendurs o whom shall be confided svery thing
from the writing of textbooks and the constitution to the
refashioning of Irag! political file and it oil industry

Discourse of Empire
E very single empire in its official discourse has said that it is
not like all the othess, that its circomsiances are special,
that it has a mission o ealighten, civibize: bring order and
democracy, and that it uses force only wsw Tust resort. And, sudder
still there always is a chorns of willing imieHectuals 1o say calming
words about benign or altruistic empires.

Twenty-five vears affer myv book's pablication. Crienralisne once
again raises the question of whether modam imperialism ever
ended, or whether it has continued in the Orient since Mapoleon's
entey into Boyvpt wo conluries gzo. Arabs and Muslims have been
told that wictimology and dwelling on the depredations of empire
is only a way of evading responsibiling in the present. Yo have
fatled, you have gonewrong, savs tha madern Orengalist This of
course 15 also VS Naipauls contribution to literature, that the
victms ol empire wail om while their country poes to the dops: [t
whara shallow ealeulation of the mperal irtrsion thar s how
little it wishes 1o face the lone soccession of vears throughwhich
empire coniinnes towork s way inthe lives say of Falestimans or

e
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Congolese or Alzerians or [tagis. Think of the lime that stins with
wapoleon, continues with the rise of Orientl studies and the
takeover of MNorth Africa; and pegs on in similar undertakings in
Viemam, in Ezypr in Palestine and. during the entire twentiesh
centiry in the sirugple over oil and-strategic eontrol in the Gulf wm
Irag. Syria, Palestine, and Afehanistan. Then think of the rise of
anti-colonial nationallsm, through the short perlod of [Ehemal
independence, the ema of militaty conps. of insuresney, civil war
religtous famaticism, irrational stpele amd uncompromising
hrutality agdinst the latest bunch of "natives.” Each ofthese phases
and eras produces its own distorred kKnowledee of the other, each
its own reductive images, 5 own disputatious polomies.

Ny iden in (e fentalivor is toise hoinanistic ontigue o openup he
fields of strupele, o miraduce o longer sequence of thouehn pnd
attalysis lo'replaca the shait bursts of polemical. thought-stopping
Fieey that so dimprison us: [ have called whal T iry {o do "hiimismism.”
aword Feontinue taarse stabbomly despite tha seormiul dismissal
of the ternt by sophisticated post-mndem critics. By humanism |
mean Firstof all attempting o dissalyve Hiake's mmd-forg'd
maracies 56 a8 0 be pble to nse one’s mind Ristorically snd
rationally for the purposes of reflective dndestanding. Moreover
huranism s sustaingd by a sense of commitnite with other
Interpreters and other societbes wnd periods: srictly speaking
herelore, there is no such thing 4s an isolated huminiss

Co-existence
T 105 0L s bo suy thee every domain 5 bnked o every Other
one, and that nothima thet goes on i our world has ever
becnl iseilated and puie olany odiside nflusncs. We nead 1o speak
about 1ssues ol mpustee and su ffering within a contextthat 5 amply
situated.in history, culture: and socie-teanomic reallty. Our role s
towiden the Oeld ol discisswen: 1 have soeat o great deal of my ik
during the past 35 vears advocating the rights of the Palestinian
people to national self-detenmination, but 1 have abways wied to do
thiat with foll atention peid to the reality of the Jewish people und
what they suffered by way of persecution aud genocide. The
paramount thing is that the strugale forequality in Palestine/Israel
should be directed toward & humene goal. that s, go-existence,
and nos further suppresson and denial. Wot acoidantnlly, | indicame
that Orientalism and moderm unti=Semitism have commaon roors
Therefore it would stem (o be @ vital necessity for indepaident
intellectualsalwayvs 1o provide alternative models to lhe simplilving
and confining ones based on muteal hostility that have prevailed
in the fliddle Fastand elsewhere for so lopg.,

A a humanist whese field 15 leratore, Tam ofd crough 1o bave
been tramed forty years agoan the field of comparative ierature,
whose leadmg ideas go back to Germany in the late.eighreenth and
earlv nineteenth centuries. Belove that | must mention the supremely
creative contribution ol Giambattista Viee. the Neopolitan
philosopher and philalogisowhose ideas anticipate those of Gerntan
thinkers such us Herder and Wolf. later to be followed by Goethe,
Humbaldt, Dilthey, Nictzsche, Gadamer. and finallythe great 2ich
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ey Somance philologists Erich Auverbach, Leo Spitzer, and
Epey Bobert Curtius:

e people of the current generation the very idea of philology
Ssesests something impossibly antiquarian and musty, but
WRess i fact is the most basic and creative of the interpretive
W 0 s exemplified for me most sdmirably in Goethe's interest
= i generally, and Haliz in parocolar, a consuming passion
weh lad o the compasition: of the. West-Clatlicher Divean, and it
meced Govthe's later ideas about Weltditeratur, the study of all
B Saeratures of the world as & symphonic whole whizh could be
wprshended theoretically as having preserved the individuality of
SRS work wathent losing stohi of the whole!

“hers 5 s considerable irony to the realization then that as today's
S obalized world draws together in'some of the ways [ have been
Siking about here, we may be approaching the kind of
standardization and homogeneity that Goethe's ideas were
specifically formulated to prevent. In an essay he published in 1951
entnled "Philologie der Weltliteratur” Erich Auverbach made exactly
S5at pomnt at the outset-of the postwar period wiich was also the
Begmning of the Cold War, His great boolk Mimeris, published in
Beme in 1946 but writlen while Ausrbach was a wartime exilz
f=aching Romance langoages 1n Istanbul, wes meant to bea
s=stament to the diversiny and conereteness of the reality vepresented
m Western literature from Homer to Virgmia Woolf; bat reading
the 1051 ¢ssay one senses that for Auerbach the great book he
wrote was un clegy for a period when people could interpret texi1s
philologically, concretely, sensitively, and intuitively, using
studition and an excellent command of several langoages to support
the kind of understanding that Guelhe advocated for his
understanding of lslamic literature,

Humanistic Spirit

P ositive knowledee of lanzunges and history was necessary.,
but it was never cnoush, oy more than the mechanical
gathering ol facts would constitule en sdz=quate method for erasping
what an author like Drante, for example. was all about. The main
requirement for the kind of philolegical understanding Averbach
and his predecessors were Walking abour and tried to practice was
one that sympathetically und subjectively entered into the §ife of'a
written text as seen from the perspective of il time and its aithor
(ernfiiiung), Rather than alienation and hostilily Lo dnother time
and @ different culture, philology as applied 10 Faitliteraine
mvolved 4 profound humanistic spirit deployed with generasity
and_ il may use the word, hospitality, Thus thie interpreter's mind
actively makes a place in it fora foreign Other. And this creative
making ol & place for works that are otherwise alien and disont iz
the mast inporisnt facet of the inlerpreter's mission.

All thiz was obviously undermined and desiroved in Germany By
Narional Socialism. After the war, Auerbach notes mournfully, the
standardization of ideas, and grester and grealer specislization of

knowledge gradeally narrowed the opportunities for the kind of
mvestigative and everlastngly inquiring kind of philological work
that he had represented, and. alas, it's an even more depressing
facrthat since Auerbach's death in 1957 both the 1dea and pracrice
of humanistic research have shirunk in scope aswell as in centrality
Instead of reading in the real sense of the word. our students 1oday
are often distracted by tha fragmented knowledge available on the
internat and in the mass media,

Worse yet, education is threatened by nationalist and rehigious
orthodoxies ollen disseminated by the mass media as they fogus
zhistorically and sensationally on the distant clectronic wars tha
give viewers the sense of surgical precision, but in fact obscure the
terrible suffering and destruction produced by inodem warfare. |n
the demonization of an unkoown enemy for whom the lube|
“terrorist” sorves the general purpose of keaping people stirred up
and angry, media images command too much attention and cai be
exploited af times of erisis and inscearity of the kind that the post-
%11 period has produced.

Speaking both as an American and as an Arab Lmust ask my reader
nol o underestimate the kind of simplified view of the world that
a relative handful of Pentagon civilion clites have formulated for
US poliey inthe antire Arab and [slamic worlds, a view in whicl)
terror, pre-emptive war, and unilaterzl regime change—backed up
by thie most bloated military budget in history—are the main ideas
debated endlessly and impoverishingly by a muedia that assigns
itself the role of producing so-called "experts™ who validate the
government's general line, Reflection, debale, mational argument,
meral pringiple based on a secular notion that human beings must
ereate their own history have been replaced by abstract ideas thit
cclebrate American of Weslern exceptionalism, denigrate the
relevance of context, and regand ulher culwures with conrempt.

The Loss

P erhaps you will say that Tam making 100 many ahrupt
transilions between humanistie interpretation on the one
hand and loreign policy ot the other, and that & modern
tecknalogical sociery which along with unprecadented power
pussesses the inlemet and F-16 lighter-jets must in the end be
commanded by lormidable technieal-policy esperts like Donald
Rumsteld snd Richard Perle, Bul what has really been lost 153
sense ofthe density and interdependence of human life, which can
neither be reduced 1o a formuli nor brushed aside as irrelevant,

That is one side of the global debate. In the Arab and Muslim
couniries the sifuation js scarcely better. Ax Roula Khalaf has
argued, the region has slipaed into an easy anti-Americanism thal
shows little understanding of what the US is really like a5 a society,
Because the governments are relatively powerless to affect LS
policy toward them, they tury their energics to repressing and
keeping down therr own populations, with results in resentment,
anger and helpless imprecations that do nothing 1o open up societies




where setular ideas about human history and development have
Bisesn oviertaken by Eilure andd frostration: aswiell us By an lélamism
Fom e partof role leaming and theoblitgration of whal are perocived
toy he nther. compatitive forms of seeular knowledge. The gradoal
disappesrance af the extraotdinary tradition ol Istamic §tihead oo
personal iterpretation lias been one ol the mugor cultural disasters
of our time, with the resull that critical thinking and mdevidual
wrestling with the problems of the modern world lave all but
disappearad.

This is not to say that the culmoral world has simply regressed on
ongside toa bellizerent nen-Onentalisny and on theather o bhianket
rejectionism. Last year's United Wations World Sommir in
Johannesbure: {or all its liantatons, did in fact reveal o vast aren
of commaon global concern that suggests the welcome emergence
ol a new cellecnive constituency that gives the olten Licile notion
of "one world" a new urgency. In all this, however. we must sdmil
that no one can possibly know the extraordinarily complex cnity
of sur globalized world, despite the reality that the-world does
ltave a real interéependence of parts that leaves no gendine
opportunicy for isolation.
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The terrible conflicts that herd people under falsely unilying rubrics
like "America! "The West"™ or "lslm," and invent collective
identities for large numbers of individaals who are actually quite
diverse; cannot remain as potent as they nre, and musl be opposed.
We still haveat our disposal the rational interpresive skills that are
the legacy of humanistic education, not as a sentimertal pisty
enjoining us to relurn o teditonal vahies or the classics but as the

setive praciies: off worldhy secular rational disourse The seoulee
world is the world ol bistoeyus madiz by human Benes: Crtical
thaotght doesnot submit te commmands 1o join in the ranks marchss
ngainst one or ancther approved enemy. Rather than the

(nanufaelured ciash of civilizations, we need to concentrate on the

slaw working together of cultures that overlap, Boreow from each
other, and live together In far more intaresting ways than any
abridezed or inauthantie made of understanding can alow. But foe
Uit kind of wider perception we fesd time. parient and skeprical
inguiry, supporied by faith in communities of mterpretation that
arz difficult to sustuin in o world demanding mstant action and
reaction. Humanism 18 centered vpon the agéney of human
individuality und subjective intuition, mtherthan on recelvied ideas
and approved authority. Texts have to be read a3 rexts tha weee
produced and live on i the histarical realnt In oll sorts of what |
have called warldly ways. But this by no means sxcludes power,
sincet on the contrary | have tried to show the insinuations, the
mibrications of power iote even the most recandite of studics,

Aad lastly, most important. humanism is the enly and | would go
so Lar ag savirg the (inal cesistanes we have against the inhumon
practices and injuslices that disfigure human history, Weare today
abetted by the enormously eteouraging democtatio -field of
eyberspice. open 1o all users in woys undeeamt of by earbier
generations either ol tyramts or of orthodoxics. The world-wide
protests beforethe vear began in lrag would not ave been possible
wigte it fol Tor the existence ol ullermative commiunitics all dorhss
the werlds informed by alternative infurmation, and ketnly awire
of the enviretmental, human sights snd libertarian inpulses thit
bind us together in this tiny planct. .

EDWARD SAID—AN APPRECIATION

Editorial—Daily Star, Beirut

E dward Said (1925-2003), respecied by many but lel down

by most, There will be much hund-wringina iy thenext faw
davs a8 tributes fo the lare Edward Said Aow from admirers and
detractors alike, They will note thet it is not jist the Arab waorld
that hias lest an crodite and impassioned advocare, not just his
adopted American homelund that has been robbed of a2 maverick
savant: and not just academe that mourns the passing of a brilliant
mind, They will declare that humanity as a whole Is poorer for his
degth. They will be right, of course, But they will alsa be missing
the point that b must have died a very disappointed man because
while ne lived,almost all of them let him down,

Suid's seminyl 1978 work, Orienralisi, set the mold that was to
shape his career and interests for the rest of his days. The book
identified a host of mechanisms through which perceptions of the
Arak and [slamic worlds have been warped by generations of
Wieslern artists, politicians and scientists. It sparked furious debate

thut continues <o this day, Tt was also, however, a collection of
excuses for a parl of the world that relused to believe i itself as
mwch he did,

As u product ol bwo very different cultures. Said tried mightily 1o
fridge the maps belween them, only o be constantly frustrated by
the refusal of sotli to recognize the merits of the other. The United
States remained largely unwilling to acknowledge the legitimate
arievances of the Arab world vis-a-vis lsmel, or 1o dilutz itssuppert
For the Jewish state even when the latter was manifestly acting
apainst its own long-term interests. The Palestinizns and their Arab
brethren remained hetrothed to hackward policies and empty
rhetoric, undermining the possibility of rehabilitating themselves
im Americn's eves and soolregnining dny purt of what they claimed
to valie above all else.
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