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A PLURALIST POLITICAL CLASS?

he recent-eollapse of coalition talks

hetween the S Lanka Freedom Parmy
(SLEF) and Jnracha Vimukihi Pernmuna (1Y F)
15 ot ol The stories that deserved ly digw medin
headimes: The protracted negolialiong helwesn
the twin partics to come together, if suceessiiol.
winld have comereticed a new alispment of
political forces in the south i the context of on-
kg negobations between the United Front
guvernmenland the Liberarion Tigers of Tamil
PFedam (LPTHYL But, quite significuntly, the
cmarpine SUFP-TVE coalition miso broke-dawn
Becaise the two sices could mot ¢ome (0 8 shared
posiion on b Tsswes thet we cengal o the
peace process. According Lo the 5LEIVs
explanation. the IV msisied thal there should
notbe devolution and that the Nersegims whi
e Maciliating the oepetiatinns betwoon e
L amdd ETTE  présenl should be femoviad
from that vale. It appenrs that Presidend
Kumasatonas stéonely objected 1o the IV P et
CRFTAEA LA EL TN

In anather cxplunaton of the Tilure of wlks.
President Kemaratumgs hes said the TV had
also ‘mace cther unacccpiable pre-conditisans.
demanlieg seversal key palitical nad minisierial
poRitEns ifa futore coalition government
Amaong the J¥PTS denmands were the Key
posilion of the coalitien’s chairmanship and L
powertul depoty rainisterial pertfalio ol de lense,

Hoi% gquite #ipnificant thar Prosident
Eoumaraiyngn, despile i lolb Of préssure: om
septions of kot own parly o dceept the 1¥E s
preconditions, ket the coalition talks end in
Fatlure. Al least, senior leadars of the Sinhaltse
pobitical elass cotlinus 10 et the ethnic conilie
a5 serions politieal fssie thar respuires aopalitienl
solution centred en armngemenls for power
sharing. The IVI's vagee and utterly omdaed
ea that the cthnic conflict m be addressed
ihrouel o programineot frod equalily S withins
bmitury, dentrutized stEe, has not dhvioisly
comvineed President Komaratuaes. who had
only w few yearsaeo led o naliooal campaign
fon tederalisshe constitutional reforms:

Huwever, o gquestion thol neeidsta be posed in
reiation toohr Lankad's magor polmce] parties
and thelr strafegles for sthaiz conflie! resalution
15 whether the UNE and SLEP a5 polides

eniliies ace ready 1o an exIcnsive power-saaring
sertlement will the Tamils s the sinority
cammunitics; Actually, |t iz very ditficult
amswerthiz guestion mthedTirmative, The peant
inthat in-both the BN and SLE® anly the twa
perl [esdirsand i few ol thedrsgnioreolleingies
hitwe demonsirated b consisien] commatmen (o
clihera puolitical settlsment Lo the ethiie condlict
ot 1o eonstitutional reforms R power sharmy,
While many of their second-level leaders still
remaln unconvineed aboul what the leaders
advicsle ssa paliticel selution, oany mmk- and-
file members eenlimue o nemdn contused by
the vagillation often demonstrated by their
leachers whise position bas changed inand ool
of power They are even kept in the dark about
i political solutbans thil ther leaders regotinle
wili the TTTE Rarcly would they demonstole
any familisrity with' the political -end
comgtilutional concepls on which the political
gadulions mieeht be worked st

In this backdrop. one Kéy guestion which
politin] lendees i Simlinlese society should
adidress is the nood 1o tmpsform the political
conscindsiess-and the level of political
edueation in the rmnks of their own partics. This
fiesk Becomes all the more imporant iTihey are
serious choot wworksble polineal-Cormstiuiona
grranpemeal with e LTTE. In any future
settlement wlks; the TTTE leadership s very
Itkely 1y present constititional desc thil ure
may steps ahend of e devolatiom discourse
withwlich the eaders of the TPNEund People's
Allianee ure il and conafirtdle: Righis
ta-nationhoad, national-setf~derermination, two
mathons 1o gne slile, ssymmelree] lederabiam,
comlederal niragements and shered soverzignty
fine soirme G (he ey conceptual catspories in
whichthe LT L E s proposals o addressthe ~eore
issaes’ o 1e ethole conflict wre mosl likely Lo
b Formuliated,

Indeed, 11 5 the SLEP beadership im ils
interventioss fm e pubitical delite Qunge e
patgt one venr that challenged the 1" 1 bring
the *core fssuies 1 the negolabon aiends, The
LTI 5 et likely to take up that ehnllengs in
themex phase of negotialens with the Colombn
government. Aty propesals by the LTTE
fovinds a political seldecenl o the et

[ ]

comllet gre dlso [ihely o be Brmuluted foes
the perspeotive of e-constituting the sxisssg
Sl Laokon: state. They would be Tir bhead of
tie devolution discodurse of Sinhalese socien
Prabobly, the Sinhalese politien) lepdership
ok vl remdy to engane the mext phase of LTTES
parlisical chillenge.

The second phase of the Gavernment-LT TE
negotintipns 5 thely 1o Grst ceontee on the
proposaly for an intenm adminisracion, Gavons
the fterim . sdminisimtion is the guestion of 2
stabls political setllement aind perhaps
settlement agreament betwesn the LETE and
whichever pomy isin power i Colambo, Fos
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S Selleal =sgszement with the LTTE to cortinne and result in o
MEREN Spooment. & radical <Rt in) the politics and constitutinn]
SN =meme the twn muin Smibslese political paries: i ehsohaely
S Wi sdvanced pelitenl thinktng they would only be
M ceposs and resiat the likely LT1E s proposals for iestructuring
W & cious hirtorlcal parattel wag the outrght sejection by the United
S geesmmment in | 97172 when the Fodiral Party sabmined 1o ths
S Ascmhily proposals for 8 tederal constimrion: Lieahde o
S— el will th federalist propasaly, the SLFP and Left |eaders
WS Sommsated the Coustituen) Assembly  ¢auld only show contermpe
S e Federl Purky's nltemmative constitulional scheme.

S e political worldview of the Sinhalese politiealetass i phurahired

=S s of o partdise shifl, e next phisse of S Tanka’s political
s might ron the slsic of nol being ahle g jemeve 8 brenkthroush

Edward W Said (1935-2003) o

& Public Intellectual

=

L)

==l Said wehar died on 25 Septomber 2003 fged 57, was Protessar of
= snd Comparanive Literature at the Colmuba Dnversibe, Wew Yok
e v thiatl unigee combination of world-renowned, charnsmatic public

pestecnia] wid pelitical welivist Bom i Femsalem), educated i Cidda

e LISA his major and most influenrial baok was the palhibresking
sou (1978), Mllowasd by snother fmporant reatise on O
s Pperaicem (1991 3and many othes buolas an' the Palesine strusple
e and cultural sradies. The impact of Qrfentalism o acodemics
sdents arul the warld aver was smmense, and he hud + large following
=F admiirers In the MAddle East: Asia, Sfmea mnd Latin Amserics 85 the

sl Indian scholar Partha Challemoe wrooe:

For s, child of 2 successfnl anti-colaniul sdrmeele, Cirfenrafisn
sat 3 boek which miked of thimgs1felt Lhad knewnall slong but
Bl mevet Lot fhe fnmgungeto Toemmlste wath clarly: Tikemany
2redd books. it seairied wisay, lor the fins dma whatome hed lways
aniee noosav . 1waes struck by the way Crientafivio wes
mpistatechin the consirnetion net anly of the ideolaey o Briksh
seloniabism which had deminaled Tneia Far toce centures, batalso
%t matioralism which we my owm hetitnse

S8y Thond Workd infelleotuals; academmis: pobitical writers andactivists
s been profimily [fToence) nil only by Said’s writings but glso by
= sesseless compalgrl Torjuirioe do0thie Pulestingan. Liva seise, Faward

S realored Afro-Axian intellecionl solidsrity which has besnwell-

cesenbetd by Prof Hamid Dabashd, Chisr of the Middle Bas) and Asian
Langnages, ot Colambia Linfversiby

Throwgh Edward Sad we soddenty e eommdes wensver s
wie lad, friends und Gimilies we never siapacted 0 our awn
ueighborhood — Asia, Afiiea, el Lutin Arericy suddenly becime
the exteigion of our home away frim home, Jose Mart | discovered
through Edwand Seid, ws T did Kojin Karatani, Chirtis-Achehz,
Tigbal Abmad, Tang Al, Roaajn Cohe, Gavam Spovak, Setrus
Lreane, Masan Miyoshi, pnd  Nougi wa Thiense, Evervone else
we thoueht wie knew he mado pew sense ol for us — Afmé Cesaire,
Frante Fanor, Mehatma Gandhl, Malnnoud Barsish, Nagm
ik, Viadiomir Mayaloovsky Fhie Ahmisd Faiz:

THanan Ashrawd, the best-known woman palitician of the Pulestimon
Legislative Caunct! amid the seeretary peneral af the Palestinian [nitative
tor the Promaton of Global Dialosue and Demvercy knew Said as o
fetlony Professor of Literature, 5 o charnpivn of Palasbinan libarasion i
as agormmentetor of the East-West diveourse, She says;

Edward Said was not just a scholar, g e Hant mind, o crépbive an
is, un ardenl matiomalist, snadvocnts of justice, & free splnt, oy
unrdlentiiz foree for imeprity, ob uncompromising Gehier on
behalrof s dignity; he was, oo mmazinghy e, volneeabie
W Phe s i donbes thar beset us sl T bl o vigang thirst
[Brthe recognition and valicalion of 8 homanmarrative o vindroate
e alimsl irthearuble suflformg of the Palestinizn people ond 1o
rencer them prt of so inclisive humin experionce

Lo Bidward Sac’s death, Sunde Amen, the Egyptinn scholar weote:

I'saluie thesubtle fmrelllgence i aliowed Sad 1o debinhk the
Teorcconitic projects hidden in the faids of Western selontitic and
fctionu] Titerature, which iofgrm the deminain discoirss on
Chieeabize. Fsalowe in ' the pesos of Edward Sod an emem ey
cormbatant fisr the Palestindan couse. Exiled i the United Sties,
Said foumd the words pecessary o shake the procogesived idsus
manntactused Dy deedia tial Sclusivaly served thess i posern.

A Caire-based poet Maurid Barghouti: " it angry besuuse Edwird Said
cled when we most niscdid i voice, marving dgaimst a new world order
Thal hies reiiched the Teights ol belltgerency and e depth of bty

Edwited Said’s inusical interests-alse domimmed his life. His close fiivnd,
the lsraeli pianist Dandel Borenboim says:

Flwere Srid wos il unly al home 1t mivsie, literatore, phiosephy,
or the understanding of politics: Bul als T wak and aof thiose rhe
peaple whmesaw Hhe conneetions ond the paraliebs between diftent
disciplines, hesevse b had ue vl ordéestinding o e haman
spirit, and oF the lonsan Being, and he fecopnized thal pacallels
i paradoxes are nol contcachcnang, | Towss o combination of
all these: cpmilivies which bed sy to fhund lapether with me the
Wissti-Hastern Divan, which provides o fornm for yeunss Tseaeli
and e mugician to [an together mmisic and all i miticat ons

Feiivtand Prgvids have published magy ol Edward Said's polite)
wrilings, ssprecially-rocently after the fmvasion of Trag. In this msue of
Padinywe honeor s memony and publsi ose of hie st articles,
UQrientilism 25 Yeark Later, Worldly Humumisem vs, the By

Builders = .
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