Balce, Service Commmunders; Secretaries (o the refeévant
Sisienie= Retired Judges of the Appellate and High Courts
Cheirman of Human Rights Commission, the Civil Sociely
= the Medin chrped with the task of ensuring immediate
sction onall etitmic relatéd violence. Thenational Committee
st ensmire that thore 18 no cover-ap of proszoutions;

12.  Truth Commissions be appointed mandating W cover
ethnic violence during the post-1984 period and to
compensale all victimd of ethnic violence and 1o achisve
nitional unity and ethnic reconciliation. .

COMMUNAL VIOLENCE JULY 1983

Statement by the Civil Rights Movement made in July 1983

T b shock and homror of recent events when many Sii Lankans

were hunted out, assaulted, killed, their homes and
pre=sessions destroyed, und places of business burnl, for ne olher
reason than thal they belonged W the Tamid] coimmutly, petingale
gt lives today and will continue to do so for a lung Lme o pomes,
CRM expresses grief and concern at the suffering which so many
have undzreone. The breakdown of law and order urivertiln days
when armed mobs roamed the city emering houses in search of
Tamils. stopping cars and forcibly extracting petrol witl which o
set alicht bulldings, #nd commandesring vehicles, inpenilled the
safety and shook o the core citigans of all communilos,

Background
A n analysis of the recent disturbances and their background
will tulce time; 1t will necessarily have to take into-sccount
the deterioration of relations between the Sinhala snd Tamil ethme
groups fo the pomt where it exploded 1n vinlence of a hitherto
unprecedenied degree, In recent vears violence has been used by
extremist elements on both sides. Such clements, among the
Sinhalese, have, several times since 1938, resorted to generalised
vialence against the Tamil community resulting m pgreat loss of
lite and property. Extremist elemenisamong the Tamil peaple have,
singe the 19705, resoried to warlous acts of violence primarly
against the sepurity forces ang state instiiutions and property.

The present government has made cerfain attempts to meet the
demands of the Tamil people. Tamil was declared o national
language in the Constitution of 1978, Development Counels wers
established in 1980 with the avowed intention of devolving power
1 certain arsas of achvity to:the distor level. However, it was
l.ll!'lf{]]'ﬂ.l.[‘lﬂm that for one reason or enother none Df lhtﬁﬁ INENSUISE
were elfectively implemented,

In this contexy, the hands of those who mamtained that the
aspirations ol the Tamil people could beachieved only by violence
were strengthened and acts of violence escalared. The state; then,
armed itself withextraerdinary powers in the fonm of the Prevention
of Terrorism Act und set out to repress the violence by militery
force, Bince the polilical and other causes for the growlh of viclence
remained unsolved the effons of the s w stamp i oul were
unsuccessiul; in fact, it is probable that even more Taml people
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were embittered ds a resull of retaliation by some clements in the
army dnd other security forces against the eivibian pogulation,

CRM hus on numerous occasions drawn the altention ol the
povermnen! dnd the countiy toe this deteriorating situation.

The continueed existence of a violent separatist movement hag
cutitributed 10 an increasing state of irritation in the Sinhala
comimunity; encouraged by anti-Tamil racist propagandas which
has been freely disseminated, it hegan to sce the Tamil desire for
sel-demerimination as a threat to iself and m the country. The facl
thal violence has been vsad (o meet crinicism und politica] dissenl
in the country as a whols, Including the Sinhala areas may well
have encouraged the beliel among certam sections of the population
that the ethrée problem could be dealt with s similar manner.
Huwever, CRM does not propose, at this stage, 1o embark on a
comprehensive snalysis of the reasons for this present outbreak of
violence, which might fo some extent explain but cerainly nol
Justify it

CRM's Concerns

RM will congentrate on some specific human rights ssues

issues which relate directly 1o the responsibility of the

state in protecting the basic rights of all persons within its termitory

witheut diserimination on the grounds of religion, race or political
opinion,

{A) The massacre in the Welikada Prison

CRM 15 cutraged at the massacre of the 53 Tamil priscners and
detsinges who had been held a1 the Welikada Prison under the
Prevention of Terrorism Act; in two separate meidents, the first on
25 July 1983, and the other two days later. 1} ¢annot be emphasised
too strongly that the safety of persons in the custody of the State is
1 paramount responsibility of any government.

T the first incident, about 300 to 400 anmed prisoners had alleged iy
hroken out of their cells and attacked 33 Tamil detamneies with ron
hars and knives, killing them. The failure of the stare in paricular
of the prison administration, 1o -ensure safety of the prisoners and
1o quell the riot i ageravaed by the second massacre inwhich 18
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Tamil detamees were hattered to death reportedly by other prisoners
ma second prsen not. These 53 detwinees included a few convicted
of offences some others against whom charges were pending, and
several agains: whom no charges hed hieen levelled at all, bat were
being detained under the Prevention of Terrornism Act on suspicion
or on alleged prounds of national security. At the mapgisterial
inquiries inio both meidents the deaths were held w be cases of
homicide; the magistrate directed the police to make further
inquiries as the prison officials who testified snid they were unahle
1o idennify any of the persons responsible for the killings and m
repott the faets to Court producing befors it any suspects.

CEM urges the government to expedite the police mvestigarions
of the 33 killingsrin view of the larger issues mvolved, CRM wmes
the povernment also 1o erder 4 comprehensive mquiry into these
two alleged prison riots

(B} Alegations of army retaliation against the civilian
population in the North and of participation of clements in the
army in the disturbances in the South

Allegations have been made of retalintion by the sscunty forces
against civilian persons and property both in the Narth and the
East in the recent disturbances. A government spokesman: has
reporiedly admatted the kallmg of 20 civilians by ooops Pon the
rampage. [n the daling peninsula shortly after the ambush imwhich
13 soldiers were killed: CEM understands that no ingquests wers
held in respect of these 20 deaths; the usuat legal requirement being
suspended under a recent emergency regulstion.

In the Trincomalee districl, accordmg o an official reporz 130
sailors broke camp and eaused extensive damage to houses and
business establishments, including arson and were zlzo responsihlz
for one death und several persons receiving minor injuries.

These mcidents need to be investigated immediately and the
otfenders brought to boak.

Allegations have also been muade-of complicity by ssctionsof the
seourity forces in some of the unlawful activities of the recent weeks
in Colombo distric; and elsewhere. It has now been officially
sdmitted thart this was so in the early days of the disturbances and
that there had been reluctance on the part of some service personnel
“to restrict the activities of the wrongdoers.” Both sets of incidents
new admitted tend to undermine public confidence in the integnty
#md relisbility of the armisd services in the mamtenance of lavw and
onder.

CRM has always been conscious of the problems of law and order
faced by the govemtnent in the North and does not deny the
responsibility of the govermmenl to bring to book those responsible
for vaclence apainst the state; including the killing of palice and
army personnel and ¢ivilions: It is equally cahsciots of the
[rustrations that may be fell by sccunty forees called upon to face
the results of unresolved problems that have their basis in the
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political sphere. CRM, howewver, a5 any-civil libermies organizstes
must necessarily do; stresses that it 18 precisely at times whens the
secunty forces are faced with such difficulties and provocstons
thata govermnent has a speclal responsibility to'see that ils fosces
act:with-disciplitie, that they do not retaliste dgaingt the crviias
popilation, that even suspected Mierronss™ are denth with accondine
to baw and are not tortured or killed in eustody, and that membess
of the minonty commimity m other parts of the country are promptly
and effectively protected desinst senselass and vicious “retalintors™
Acts,

(L) Encourngement to lnwlessness — the vse of violence to solve
political problemsy

CRM atresses that in assessing the reasons behind the recent
holocaust, the alarming trend in recent years of a rapid ernsion af
respect for the law and for the rights of persons, often manifested
in & resort to violence, should be seriously considessd: An
atmogphere has been creatad wherein persons who belisve they
have political protection feel they can break the law with impunity.
Asthe government controlied newspaper the Daily Mews stated in
its editorial of 20 Aupust 1983 *“We hove seen men enjoying
positions of responsibility conniving with hoodlums and rowdies
in somie cases actively inciting violence. .. The law, to be respected,
raust be enforced without fear or favour. There are people, probably.
who fancy that they have the wit 1o dirt with thugs and thuggery,
take what they want out of them, as one might of people of easy
virtue, and then matntam & firm hand over them. To be ao deludsd
i5 to ignare the lessons of history.”

This phenomenon was certainly not unknown under previous
fovernments — for instanice, the 2arlier instances of post-cléction
violence, the thén ruling party’s tesort to thoggery at the Dedigama
by-election in September 1973, and the Attanagalla events of May
1974 However, alter 1977, it has assumed incressing proportions
and a new dimension.

CRB Dists in the annexure Lo this statement some examples which,

taken in their totality, form a frightening picture and are a grim
augury lor the future.

In some instances, government responsibility is clegr (for instance
the promotion on two occasions of police officers found by the
Suprome Court to have vielsted fundamental rights: and the
disregard by the ruling party of the Nagrant breaches of the low
during the December 1982 referendum); in other instances, the
complicity of the government or of elements within the niling party
must remain & matter of merence or cenjecture. Such complicity
i@ eften given credibility in the public eye by allegations of police
failure to mtervene ot to bring the miscreants to book. The history
ofsuch acts of unchecked thuggery hos led to'a general belief that
the law can be broken with impunity if ooe is on the right side: The
possibility cannot be discounted that 1he mobs which assaulied
and killed Tamils in the days following July 232, it (Beir lisnes
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ot pesssssions and places of business, and terrorised the general
et many places and the Joaters wha followed in their wake,
ey szl have been encouraged by the knowledge that many earlier
e of law-breaking have gone unpunished

The shove-gited editorial makes a similar pointt "It 152 known
ek that people whi have used devious methods to discredit the
S and i15 fnstitutions, staged massive attacks on men and houses
weder cover of curfew. Either we ndmit to these Fiels and coreect
S=m, or we will deceive ourselves apain until (here 5 another
Ssmakdown of law and order™

(D0 Pruscription of political partics and banning ol néwspapers

The government hag alleged complicity, at least in some puart of
e events, ol certain lell parties, has tken the oxtreme step of
grescribing them, is holding & number of their leaders in detention
scommunicado withoutaceess torelalives or lawyers, hus banned
epposition papers and sealed presses (including the Dinakary press
of the Sti Lanka Freedom Party against which it bas NOT alleged
any evinplicity, and has also suggested the mvolvement of an
tunmamed) forgign power However, the govermnment itsell did not
feel it necessary to make d prompt public condemnution of the
anti-Tamnil riots and appeil for the maintenance of low and order
arid for protection fur the Tamil community a circumstance which
CRM [nds eatremely puseling,

CRM gy tlids stape makes no camment on the government’s
allegations or on' the jussfiability of the bunmmg of the three

oppusttion parties, just as it made no comment &t the time on the
eredibility of the alleged Naxalite plot™ which in November 1982
was mven as the rezson for extending the life of Parliament by
mieans of a Refzrendam.

CRM does, however, point out that the steps tuken are extreme:
that banning political parties without revealing the reasens 1o the
public i a very serions mater, which practice could lzad in the
future o n one-party state being created by emergency regulanions;
thiat no person should be detwmed a day longer than strictly required
by the axigencies of the situition, and that detamess should be
permitted access to relatives and lawyers and to proper and effective
review ol their detention by an impartial advisory board. In &
silustion of sirmgent cénsorship under the emergency providing
for the pre-censorshp of material for publication s well w8
imposing penalties of unauthorised publications or publicatons
detrirmental to national ‘security, the banmang of newspapers and
sealing of presses appears cxeessive, The censorship powers sppear
miate than suffietent 1o meet the needs of nutional security,

Conclusion

I n view of the constilutional ban on the promotion of
separetism, by worked or desd, it 15 porhaps ever more
urgent and necessary 10 enact lepislation to prevent the public
utterance or publication of material likely 1o incite hatred ugains|
the Tamil minority. -
SECRETARY

NEVER AGAIN!

An Appeal to begin a process of recopcifiotion and fealing!

Tl veurs ipu; oo Juby 240 1983, Sci Lonka cxpericiced tnouthreaicof vnprocedenied and- catostrophic vietence against the Tamil people, which changed the entire
destiny of pur connery. The scule of vidlenee perpetrted epninst helpless peoplo, (b loss of Tives wned propery, hist ahove all the paychological harm i hag dote fo
victns and our secicw s 1 whole huve been dncaleuiahie, The blaten| violatton ol the e of iww and the killing of Tarm? prisoners in costody in the Welikada prisan
an 25 and 27 of July reduced socicty fo o state of lawlessncss and brulalite, The gvénesof that perid, remembered = 1983 Hlock July, crasted decp divisions af four
ard inseenrity irncngst ]l penplae of the cintry, Rlack July penerated o mass exodiis from the eountry, 1L belped o nueture Temil militncy, swell 1 ranksof Tamil
iniiliamts il produce viglont reprikals, Thesd events have b iy ninifieations to date. 1t was dic boginning of the civil wiar I resulted in itthuman and browl Types
of violenez which engulfed our entire couning imd in which irmsecat Tamils, Muslims.and Sihalese, women, childron and o onderwent immanse suffedng tme end
sy Jurme Oee sl twenty yours, The perpetritors of the vinloaos of July 1983 have pone unpirtished

Thi Teeng silénee and (aretion sf snoceasivo Crovemiments are o shamelul nevelation ol e stte’s ianwilibgiess o Ineapirein (o nrainmsin e e of T Attor a lapse
of 1% years, the Truth Commission wis sppointed by thie b govoromoend o tguine into e wioleing duidig Wis period meladiing the cvents:of Biatk July. The report
il hns recently issucd uncovers the crmimal complicity omd fnvalvement of the veclons political actom ond segments of socicky in the events af this piice sl
ickmeywledoos thel o omve come hoy beer commitied aoainst ¢ peaple 1118 a beluted neknowiedpement. Bul shom of mny pirisad reeriningtions, itean il mark the
first sicp dreurds reconoibiaton oed besling,

Wi shonld 55 people and ss distingl comemuritics, have the nesolve 1o smy NEVER ACGALNI

A1) [eadors of this conriny wspecially the Prasident and the Prime Minisior should spolopre for the wiangs thathave oo comunited, Sucha public spolugy will go
8 long way in bealing e doep wounds, fears and inscouriny titeontina o efffict our peeple. 1 will also set in motion o process of reconciliation and heuling amvang
the peaplen of all thiee commiumities, W srae thid the Ghvernment apportisn due competsition el affected directhy By the violehee of #3 July niots 254 lakeivof
soconmnoe of Tesponstbilaly.

W zall epon the peapie of 2l communities in o]l mers of the coiriry @ scesside s f2w moments of silont remembrince and mourilip on the 27 o July, eealling i1
partbcutiir those whio sulfered i Black July oo also making it the cceasion toremember 2 the innocent victms of tie brutal civil eonflice of the lzst twenty years,

Mebonal Anti-War Front
2003 July, 22

8. Sivaununetbon
Wimal Fermmls
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