THE PEACE PROCESS: PROGRESS SO FAR AND
CHALLENGES AHEAD

Sasoment issued by Lalith Abeysinghe, Paul Caspersz, Kumar
Bavwd. Marshal Fernando, Vijayn Kumar, Menaka Philips,
Raian Philips, Muhinda Ratnayake, Suhadini Wickremasinghe
sl Ranjith Wijeysinghe.

Pwanty thce vears wuo, 2 few of ug i this aroup of writers and
s others, adter the howifying nats of 1977, came logethes to
S the Movement for Inter-Racial Justive and Equality [ MIEJE}.
e of the first decisions of MIRIE was 1o serd a face-finding
Selezation 10 Jalina wdetermine the trie sinte ol affiies subsecuent
W the declaration of » Stare of Tmergency by 1he soverament on
L34 July 1979 and the abduction und kill rg ol s Tumil veuths
o the same night, Three of us among those now pasuiny this
Statement wend in thar delegation. The evente of 13004 July and
e v folliwing did not wipe out the menace ol eransm, 4s

sscreed by the then President, but they did et ship the degs o
war all overthe land, Twanty three vears and over sixty thimsand
s later, 1his groupy ol wrilers tock adenntage of the censafie
senditions and made separate Irips from Bandy o Batticaloa, the
Vanni s Jaffia,

O the wov o Jattna: we had o pabss through two check poimts, not
more thin o nibe apart, in Cmanthad, norh of Vavuniva. The two
cheek pomts, one under the Army and the uher under LTTE colitral,
ard the respective burcavemcies sharpiy symbolized the realing of
fwn palities, ifnol two states, north and south of Omanta, Writing
1o the group after the JafToa mp, Paul Cuspersz posed the gueston;
I= our tusk then not to prevent scparation bul 1w bring back into
the Fermer anity the two separted pars? B owis i spontaneous
question from the heart, ut the and of & jouney ol commimment,
and firmly founded on the premise of justice aud equulily for all
Lanicans. The question also provides a positive framework 1o
enlically ussess the peace procoss: its progiess su lar and the
challanges uhsad, Contiast this 1o comments by the mostly
utfriendly eritics of the péace process. wha, while heing
conveniently blind to the disinteermion of the island s pity over
the list 20 10 50 years, portray the current peace effurls nulns o
process of reintegration but as the path to separation rom their
illusiens of nity,

When will the peace negotiations be held, and will thcy be
successtul?. were questions we asked ourselves and thul we were
asked during the four days we spent n Jultha Tom 16 L 20 Ty of
SUHDZ. The answets since then have heen encoura ging Threc Totinds
of penes negotiations were held berween the Government of S
Eanks (GOSL) sad the LTTE two m Thailaud und one in

Nerway from September to Devernberin 2002, The (ourth round
has st been concluded in Thuilund. The negotations have been
sevesstul in compalison 1o beth the previous S6 Lankan peaps
efforts and conleniporary experiences in other countries. Afier the
second raund, three Sub-Comminees were estaglished to address:
{a) Humarimrian and Relubilitagon Needs in the North and ast:
(b} Dé-csealation and Novmalizsion; and (cf Political Matrars
neluding comstinutional, lezal, political and administrative issues.

At the. tonclusion of the third round of 1lks in slo, carme the

mimenleus anneunéement that the Sri Lankon Government and
the LTTE agreed taesplore a solution founded on the prineiple of
mternal self determination in areas of hiszorical labistion of the
Tumil-sneaking peoples, husedona federul struetui e within g united
Sn Lianka, and that the seluton hus o be dcceplable 10 atl

comitumities,  The third round alse agreed on the selling Up ofa
Sub-Committes en Women o address gender issues in the Peace
process.  The foeus shified, in the fourth round of talks. 10 the
humaniturian aspects of the conflict, and the partics noted that
political progress must be enderpinned by tangibile ITIPIOVEL LS
in the duily lives of the people.  'The talks also survived 1he
sumewhal sverhlown controversy aver rehahilitation and the Hi th
seeurity Zones (1152) m JafToa,

In Support of the Peace Process

"?'r e do not agree with the imveterate seeptics that the peace

liks are a-smoke screen lur the [TTE 5 prepantions for
the mext offensive iy its relentless march towards Eelam, On the
contrary. the peace wiks are subjecting the LTTFE to national ang
inlernational constraints and commitments a5 il has tever
sxpenenced sinee its mecption. The next Eelam War can crly he
prevented by strongthering and mstigtionalizing these consizaints:
prophesying the war on the other hand, will direvthy contributs to
g selFfulfilment,

One ol thé sansirpeiive eriticiams of ihe peRue process s that the
process is memopalized by the UNIY, the LTTE, and their immediate
supparters, This has led 1w feelings of exclusion in the Soutk and
urong the Mustims, und the fearof a totaliiarian peace becoming
theslat of the Tormily in the TTTL-domtinated aneas in the Northand
Fasl. To learn fromprevious experience, ar exclusive UNP-LTTE
agteemant, hawever srand and eomiprehensive, will not PAsS LsTer
withiout 4 browder consensus imvolving other players and the peaple
at lirge. But these concerns will have 1o be addressed by erineally
supportme, consolidating and expanding the current process to
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mytke it meusive and accountable. and not by vexatiously oppusing
anet onderrumng il

The People’s Choice

C antrary to the proféssions by past- 1985 5 Lankan

gevernments, and the sssertions of the LTTE and other Tamil
militant groups, war was never lhe choice of the peaple, Sinhalasz
o Tarmil, The hizges: story of 2002 {3 that ordinary, subaltern Sri
Lankans 1 their millions Binhalese,  Tamils and Mushms Have
heen able to emphaticully démonstrate that peace i their only
choice. It is the responsibilily bl all Sri Lankans 10 ensure that guir
poitical leaders do pin betmy this unambiguous cheice of the
penple:

I s worth notine thot unlike the conflicts in Isruel-Palesting,
Worthem Iréland, Kashmir ete., wherz nzighbours fipht nehbeours
politically and socially, the social relationship between the
Qinhalese, e Tanils and (hie Muslime, rever deteriorated 1o the
sime extent s their polingal relationship. Indeed, the leader of the
LETE Jafinu Brunch told pur groap thit the socml relationship
Fetween the communities remmined posiively eordinl even dirnng
the wvarn In Jaffoa, wesiw S Linkan sovermmimt soldisrs gomg
about it bieveles, very dierent frony the duys when ranks amd
armired Cars lerrrized unammied divilinns: Tn Kavts: we were

tald that the LTTE cedros somistirmes undertake the delivery of

mezl parcels to solhiers al solited army checkpomis:

Thiex penple nthe South kave wimessed and experienced the effects
of thewnr foryears on end: The desiruction of publie properiy, he
s1ealthyv shadow ol the suicide bomber, the arnival of body bags &t
Rarmatann, the aillage: Tuperals of dead soldiers, and the social
ubaginty of maimed aar relumees these have been the stock
expenienees of the Sinkalese i the South, Who in their night minds,
exeept those who demonically profited from the war and ofhers
whe ineonscionably mvoke the doctring of justwar, woils wish
tiv retarm Lo Lhose horneble days? The Sinhalese voters hove endorsid
the peace efforts ir eleetion aller election every time the duestion
was putto them beginning i L9494, They have also celcbraled the
current peaseling by thronging the tadinomal Vecak dnd Perabiorg
geremomiess by conereeating hneely in Madhwin T TE=comizalled
Yanni, and by theiringessant pilgnimages o the Mags Vilare and
the Napa Dinan Jaffmm

ur visits to JalTing, the Vanniand Baltcaloa have shewn us the
pven more devastating war expericnees of The Tamits und Muslims
i those arcas. Their fervent bope s not 5o much [or peace in full
repalin as iLis for the current ceaselire 1o continue whether or not
an agreement i3 reached. Wi saw not only how these areas have
become separate from the test of 51 Lanka, but slso how they
were separste from cuch other, The LITE Police Stalians and
Courtsin the Vanni urea are not the cause of this separation but its
symptems, More damzzing is the desmuetion of the milvastiuciuce
linkapes roads, rwlways and electricing ansmission belween

the Morthern and Fastern provinces and the test of the counly,
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I'lre key sectors of Jaffna s ecoromy farming, fishing and
commerce are isolared and atrophied.  Tens of thousands of
farmers have been affected by the reckless landmining of their
farmiands. About 6,000 of the 11,000 fisher houscholds in the
Penimstily, who onee sapplied 30% of the country s Hsh
resuiretnenl, are now internad refupees and cut off from the sea.
For over len years, the St Lankan government has been banning
ovian [ishing by Lankan Turnil fishemmen for scouriny reasons, whils
daing mithing to stop Inditn tawlers fshing in Sri Lankun walers,
After severtl weirs eleetricity s restored in Jaffs i Al 2002,
while the first cverlund supply ¢l kerosing and peiol in ten years
arrived m Jaffna in Julv 20020 Mewely AG0000 ol e ipre-1995)
F00,000 peaple af the JdMne Peninsulaare $eplaced within Jafina
and om the tracts o tie Vimen, The siee and isery of the intermally
displaced his shocked even mtetiationsl visitors who are Samilsur
with burtmst Saeedies elsewhere i the wirld

Displaced and devastated the peaple of Jallna mnde the most
elpguent statement for peace by standing neutral when the LTTE
took o the St Lankan army to recuplire Jaffra in 2000, Even
now they simply want 1o he left alond. What 1= more, no Tamil
individual or group has condemned the LTTE for all but fuming
huck on its declared goal, Inirher tmes, soch an uet would have
been calied a hetrayal and the price of hetrayal varied from the
simple loss of o Parhamentury seal to the uitimate privie of ooe s
life. The LTTE itsclf was u past miaster in mating oul capiti
punishnient for perecived butrayals,

War and Politics

w ar 1s g continuanon of pelitics. but politics s the Sonclasien
of the war, While peece bedame the eaperiential whaice af
the poeple, ¢cpnomic realilies, mililary eaperiences dnd
intermutiom] developients combined to forte the GUSL and the
LTTE o leave the banleground for the negotint ng tahle. The
ceotoine consequences of the separation between LTTE
lerrderies and the test of the country exposed the non-viability bl
aseparaie siate and challerged the UTTL 3 commitment to it This
became evident froim the time the LTTLE began msisting on having
points of Tree passaze between it lermitery and the rest of the
country, Fhe war has also cxacorbated the differenges between
Jaffha the Varni and the Easzorn Province, and there 15 po unifonm
soluticn tothe challenges and issues facing the pooples of these
arcas mot gnly the Mushims and the Sinhalese in the Eastern
Provinge but alse the Tamils m he three hreas.

Militarily, while banles were won and lost, the war was proving (i
be unwimnable for sither side. The LTTE inflicted crushing defeats
on the army m the vear 2008, including the caprure of the Elephant
Pass, but the gy was able 10 bald on to Jafina despite the LTTE
throwing evervihmg il had into what itthoughi wiuld be the final
hatle against the army. Baulked of o victory in Jatfna, the LTTE
hit hack by attackiv g the Katunayake Intermational Aot in August
2001, The ceonamic meltdown and the business panic that followed
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e e st straw o force the news UNF gevermment fo-nHanden
e mliry approachoand purspe the oepotlon oplion.

£ e memational front, the mploations of Seprember 11 for
S Lanka and the LTTE have been mixed. I nothmg else; it finally
soasismed jo the LTTE the virtual impossibility of securing
sesmmihonal reconition for g sepurste state St Lanka, However,
W declaring war om intermaticnal temorismoand outlawing LTTE
sperations in (heir own countrigs which restrictad LTI E & financing
spemations in the West, the Wesiom governmeniscome to TRCOENHG
Se LTTE ne 1 nievassary party toany settlement in Sei Lanka. There
2= anumber of reusons for this apperent dounle standard | Despite
&% far reaching teniacles among the Tamil diaspora, the LTTE s
sperations have never posed o threar to the West in the way
mitemnativrul militint Islemic movements are perecived to threen
e Weat, Like in Morthern Treland, Isbomis niota feetor in the S
Lankan conflict, and Sri Lanka is the oue mstanee where religion
& nok an issue in the conflict Lastly, altboueh S0 Lankais sne of
e world 5 long standing confliet areas, it has no potential for
escalitng inth an inlermational or even regional onisis, unlike the
Siddle Eisl, or Kashmir,

Phose who insist thal the GOSL should have exploited the posts
Septemnber situlion to defear the LTTE with extornal help, also
refiise o realive that the so called war on terrorism his gither been
unsucerssful in resoly in vrsmply exacerbaied, the confiics in
Afghanistan, (he Middiz East, Chechnya and Kashmir. New
flashpoints are tlrestening 0 Indmmesia, the Philippines, North
Korew apd cven paris ul"Alrica. Even in Northem Ireland, whene
Seprember 11 contributed w the IRA § dedision 10 desammission
18 erms thiree and w balfyeaes siter the Good Froday Aareement of
FESE, miew political madhlocks are stalling the peme process.

Frume Mimister Ranil Wickremasinghe has Bean Sritivieod for
allegediy compromising nationa] sovereignty by getiing Morway
and other povernments involved m the pesee process. The fict,
nowever, I that it was President Kumarlunm whi started the
CurTEnt fareigi mvolvement ulbeit fiy proseribing and talking to

the LTTE ai the saae time, and the same eritics did not spare her at
that mmie: The real question is that if it iz alvght for Soi Lankan
SUNCTEIEALY lo-gef Western help to make won with the LTTE, why
ihen it s ool whpght 1o met the West o mediate peace with the
LTTE and insure that the LTTE will not revert 1o fighting wesin.

The Principal Playcers
0 e Of the muin drguments against the cUIment peice process
i that 1 I been used o politically rehabilitate the LTTE,
Given = past recond and continaing, slthoceh hishly reduced,
wiruchons, the LTTE is tme of the casiest of targets far verbal
castigation. Hor in the contexr of the vicieus violance that $ri
Lumkan politics had becorie enmeshed in over the fast 20 years,
theere mre few around with clesn hands, and that mclodes Sr; Lanka s
big meighbour, the post-Nehru Indin. As the Cathoiie Bishap of
Jalfinn said after the LTTE press conlerenca m April. 2001: he
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(Prubaharan) did not express remorse; bul neither Kag the
government.  The stateand the LI'TE sre both Mameworthy, even
tnot equally i law, but if the current peace #fforts sre o lead
anywhere they and others have to tap on their respective
transformative petentials. Inoa world strugpling 1o resolve ils
political conflicts, the growing ethos is not une of insisting on an
ey tor an eve nnd u tooth for a tooth, bl a culture of amnesty
bused on seceplince of responsibility,

L thany respects. the currert UNF-LTTE pesce process is
Cunumustion of the inftiatives ofthe PA govermment. Ia Fagl il was
Ui FA govermment that broughn about o paradiony shitt i Sinhalece
palitical thinking in regard 1o the notional question. Chandrika
Kurnuritunga deserves ull the eredil for being the firs) Sinhalese
strlecleader. as President or Prime Minisier, to sdmit that the Sp
Lunian state had faited in the wek of senuine mationsl umification
and o articulate constitutiomal changes 1o redreee that failure. This
will be her histowiez] Jegacy ever though her 1ladvised military
misadventuresand her imabiliny 1ooreach consensog avrnss parly
lines i Colombo ol tmae by thwanted ber consttutional effores dnd
prought down her government in the 2000 Parlsamentary eleetion.
The Morwemnn route to the LTTE was also apened by her. despie
her fuiled amempt 1o negouate with the UTE in F094:95, and
despite hemng the target of o failed LTTE assassinulion attempt in
1999, She plsomitiated the rehabilitation pragram in Jaffna with
ihe EFDIF s her Tamul polineat ally.

According to n number of sources, the EFDP s mvolvament in (ke
rehubilatation work i Jaffna, will socess o state resourcos, was
an important consideration in the LTTE s décision to sE i
constiter-parttership with the UMD, The 117L found a willing
partner i Ranil Wickremasmghe, who would segin 10 lave chosen
lo bt lvis political career on s deal with the LTTE whe beand (Fe
defeated UNP were opportunistically abandoned by all Tamil
parhismentarians far the new PA government in 1994, The USNP
and the ETTE got their chance to strike @ seace deal when Ranil
"n’v'i:k!'e11'lﬂtiiri#hl:'.'. azelectzd Prime Mimsier in the 2001 December
eleetion. Whatever might have been his subjective mientions, the
ohjoctive results of his peace mitiative are proving to be beneficial
Iu the couniry. The young members of his team have brought a
new generational freshiness and a conclliatory spproach to an old
ind vexed probiem which bad ofien been complicated in the past
by personal prejudices and egolistical intransigence. Their new
approdel appears 1o be resorating well with most of the people.
Without the fear of war amd insceurity the natuml openncess and
comviviality ol the Sri Lankan people are resurfacing,

On the negative side. President Kumaratlunga has been taking u
lantalizing asproach (o e peace process. Her formal statements
support the pedee process, but her hahiral indiserelions and the
actions ol her main advisors nd her nrother, Anura Bandaranatke
are clearly wimed at pndermining he pesce efforts. The LESP and
the CP have dissociated themselves fram the statements and
provestations of Saruth Amurugamy and Lakshmaen Kadirgamar,
and the SLFP leadership 5 growing closeness to the JVP despite ils
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owvert opposition (o the pence process, Although, the People s
Allanes mught have min is conrse, the LINE md the TTTE should
reach out to those sections of the PA - sections of the SLFE. the
Lett Parmes; the NGDs and a large numbet of dedicated individuals,
who are sypportive of the pesce ellorts even thovgh they are not
included an the process:

History will repeat itsellmore tragically il the UNE and the TR
do not broaden the support Lot (e process, and af feastiry hard 10
geire the support ol President Kamaratunga: and the Siphala
constitvenzy she cumenlly represenls, A rather disappomting feamice
of the peace process so far hasbeen the government s lack of effort
ta-reach out to the Sinhala people and keep them constantly
informead of the unfolding prozess. The povernment should realize
that its ultmate constimenis are the country s people and not the
diplomats m Colembao,

In the Morth snd Easl, the LTUTE novonty has o appear (0 be
changing but also hes to change for real. There have beea justifible
concerms rased shoul the UTTE s contimung hurgssment of 15
political opponents; UNCCONOMIC txEaen pracices, and vinlanons
of human rights metudnge the recruitment of ehildren as soldiers.
It 1s ghsurd to argoe that these violatons constitute a faslure of the
peace process. They represent only a faslure of the LTTE to ulfil
its new oshliganons, The ment of the peace process 8 (hat for the
first time there 358 Torum for misinge these issues and 1o out pressire
on the LTTE 1o siop its violations of human nights.

The LTTE s néwness (o the political process ond the national and
[nternational lmetighi it1s now enjoying are certanly condiscive,
if o compulsive, to the LTTE saying.the rlghr words at the right
time atd in the right place, But its words hove 1o be matched by
deeds a1 places where they inatier, in the Northem and Eastem
Provinces. anong the Tamil people, whom it claims o represent,
and in g manner that does not hamm the welfare of the Masim and
Sinhalese living. in these areas, Circumstances and the {ofce of
grms have made the LTTE the sole representatives. of the Tamil
peopie at the ks, But o the extent internal seif-tleermination
in pafitical theory mesns conselidation of democracy based on
mdividusl mghts, the TTTE should realize rhar ulimately sole
representation wibioul free and fuir eleetions would e inconsistent
with even the elementasry' inmis of demoarney,

Wi would bops that the future talks will emphasize ol only sell-
derarmination but also. co-determination especially i tegard 10
dealing with 1ssues of the peopies o the Fastem Province. Mushim
represcntation. at the [alks fs currently provided by the Sri Lanka
Muslim Condress as part of the government deiegation, and there
has besn aereement bemween the LTTE and the SEMC w0 work
topether 1 the East m nddressing the specifie concerns of the local
COMMUNITEs,
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The Challenges Ahead
A comman feature i all previous sttempts at resolving the
Tamil aptional quéstion, from the celebrated Randaransike-
Chebanayvakam Pact (o the over-drafied Kumamtunga Constitution,
has hear the emphasis oo reaching o grand conelusion in the form
of legalistic agrebmonts, legslotive chanpes, or & comprehetsive
constitutional solution. Invariably, these and prodocts hecame the
targets of inunedinte politicul opposition and were eithar nor fully
implemeniod (e e the 13" Amendment) or sbandened. There wad
ol tmphasis on ncremenlal steps, develoning o normuative
consensus and snelusive participation, and a proécss that would
continge netwithsthindmg goveirmment change, Unbl the 19705 the
Rindarmientals of the Ste were in plice and the agrdements, if
suacezsiul, "waould have stemmed (5 slide into ethnric
miejoritarianiam At the present time, with the Stale disintepraled
in some pirts wid dvsfnctiona! For the meost part, incrementil
reinlepration and rebuilding, and inclusive parlitipulion are
neceszary eanditions for suecess,

Although the four founds of peace fulks held so far have gonewell,
the talks oppear to be talidng on o plobe-trolling momaatam with
the risk of being rsoluted lrom the BSsues on the pround. The paple
are not expeeling o crund resolution of the =0 galled: care issues
bl 1~|r|_|_'i|::|_:.: i:'r]pmx-l:;ncnls in the eganemie conditions of all S
Lankans in penerd], and the restoration of normatey in the wiar
affected aress. Withour evidencs of changs cynicism and
digenehantment will prosme in the South, while frustratonand despair
vall enpull the peaples of the North and East. A sempelling
expenence of change can come through oppartunities to particrata
ine the rehuilding tnd restorstive sctivites. While it is impassible
oo ensare participation by evervone and m Inrge nuombers, the
opportmitics for parmcipationshould not be restricted to UNE and
LTTE supporters and cadres:

['he pearticipation at the atks has-hean Timited to UNFE and LTTE
representatives: hur the Sub-Comminess conld he apened up to
ather participants 1o inelude representatives of the different ethiie
communtities in different arcas, local politieal arganizations and
MGOs: We welcome the announcement of The members of the Sub-
Cormittes on Women, and urpe that the same appresach beextended
to the other Sub-Cemmittees as wel
towards g plural democracy

s will be the fiest step

I'he funetions of the Sub-Commiltees shoull bie decentralized to
deal with different issues in different yreas. und provide the building
hlocks for a federal society: A federnl slate presupposes o federal
sociery: there are plentyof federal models in the world 1o draw
from, but it s necegsary loprepare the Sri Lankan terrain 1o receive
the preferred lederal strueture. The Provincial Couneil Systent and
the Komaratungs Constitution were  atlempls al top=down
[ederalism. Therz 18 now an opporturity o reverse that process;
withoul ereating additional favers of bureauceacy and (unelectad)
pohitical representetion that duplicates effors and wastes resaurces.




SRS S country is paying for muluple Lavers of governance
W Sle considdrution being given (v streambining and co-

st their-fungtions,

s mmisad al the talks and assisned w the Sub-Comminees
SRS rmsues that require comples trade-offs and a wark |n
WS spproach rather than ar insistence on instant ngreemens,

Waistence often comes from oulside detractors whe for
wssver reason would like to demonsirate that the talks are
Semdenng rather than suggesting constructive WALV 19 28T ever
ey difficult situations. A cise in point is the issuc regarding
e meenlenient of displaced penple in the army & High Security
Eomes (USZ) i Jaltma, and the decornmissioning of arms by the
LTTE

WL sa curiously, the first insistence wis on the absolue
S=commissioning of anms by the LTTE, and that was how the crities
Seeted the Oslo innounceiient that the LTTE bad apreed Lo wirk
Sowards i tederal solution, Then came the S6 Lankan Army s
sequirernent that vacation of LISZ areas by the army for resettling
displaced peaple should be Tnked (o the LITE s décommissionine
of its heavy weapons around these arcis. While (here was
understundable brankmanship on the par of both the army and the
LTTE, the eritica resorted 0 seli-serving mterpretations and
predictions hut the peace process waus unravelling. The Mon foring
Mission clarified that it is vital to malntain the pre-ceaseline mmilitdey
oulonce nill substantial progress is mads and that there shiuld be a
Trade-off between the withdiawa| from the [152s by the army and
decommussionmg by the LTTE, The fourth round of ks
emphasized the humanitarian compenent of the crisivand the need
T start reseitlemant outside the HSZ ireus.

The LTTE & current relusal to werk with the anmy in the Sub-
Committee on De-esculution and Nommalization 5 ol o LTLH] O TS84
buit- miner hiceap that is not unusual during a peace process, As
we see i, the haranisarian aspects should tike precadence while
de-esezlation by hoth parties proceed in sn even manier as
substantizl progross is made on othér issués. The LTTE 5
announcement thal its wenpons are it barzdining chips at the
negeliating table s alio its admisvsion of their limitations an the
Buttgproond

It 15 very unforiunate that wild snd rrespensble comparisons are
being made belween the Sei Lankan sinntion and the S0 year ol
intemational problem of the Retumn of the Palestinian R fuinees

i Israel-Palestine. 1t 15 also disingenuous for the sane people whu
eriticise the LTTE for iss harsssmont of Tamil civilians, o anzae
that the Sn1 Lankan Arovy should retain the 1igh Security Zonesin
the Jatfna Peninsula regardless of the plight of the displaced Turmil
people. There are peoplein relugee carnpsin Jatfha o wore thim
len years aller being vvacnated by the securily forees, Our pronp

visuted one such camp in Chuntiakam, the occupants of which are
lishermen and their Lsmilies from the village of Myliddy. They
have been n the camp for over ten years and cannot retum 1o their
village becanse it falls within the HSZ clase 1o the Palal ¥ military
hase.

It ssmot anly thearmy, but the LTTE also bas foreed the evicutition
of people of Jaffna, It forced the evacuation of the Jaffna Muslims
n 1990, and, five years later, forced ncarly 700,000 people o leave
their homes on the eve of the military s fake over of Jaffna, Not
more than hulf of thuse people and a few Muslims would seem 1o
huve now returned, and the plight of the displaced in the Peninsula
und the Minni area continues, During our visit 1o Jaifng, there were
pelitions and protest imarches about the resettlement of the dis placed
people of Chavakacheher, the last group of people 1o be displaced
during the 2000 battle of Jaffna. Bul the arpanizers of these protests
clearly mdicated that they were not demanding the total evacuation
ol the army from the HSZ sreas, but an arranpement to reduce the
ares of-army occupation and allow the rescitlement of eivilians.
Curiaushe: the connection between the HSZ and rehabiljlation was
nat alearly dealt with in the Mol As a fareign diplomat in Colombn
surmrised to two membess of Gur group, the LTTE appears 1 have
pad less attention to civilian issues in the Moll, and it was the
TULF Parhamentanians who kept raising the issuc of the Amy
leavini the 1SZ areas to cnuble the return of the displaced people
10 their homes: After one vear of piace, the LTTE is also heing
forced to respond to civilian pressures in raising the jssue of the
displaced people,

The Sn Lanka Monitoring Mission has deseribed 2003 as the vear
when  the puns fell silenr. By any micasure, 2002 lias been g
remarkable year for Sri Lanka. Tt marked a full year of coascfire
tor the first live in nearly 20 vears. Tt is still too carly for nolitical
celebrations and an economic turnsround. Fut the people are
erioyitg their new freedom from the restrietions and uncertaintjes
olwar and the fear of being raped or suicide-bombed. The peaple §
choice is peace. The military expericnces of the SL Armiy and the
LTTE, as well as changing domestic and international
circumstances have hrought ahout o saccessiul cessefire. To the
exient these ohjective cond:tions are likely to continue, it will be
diffieuls for cither pany ta return to the fihting mode, There will
of course be vipiations and infractions but the real danger could
be o state oF generz| lnwlessnass and Anarchy if the unwinding of
the war machines on bolk sides js not incrementally and
mathodically underinken. The other danger 1s in reaching
Agrecments rather rapidly on paper ar peace talks held at far flurg
locations around the world, without corresponding chunges inthe
ground situation at home, The higgest challenge, however, is 1o
upen the peace process ut different levels and locations to include
all of the prineipal players and mvalve the people themschaes,
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