A COMMENT ON THE PEACE TALKS:
PROVINCIALIZING VITAL ISSUES

Sumanasiri Livanage

I hoee often been-usked what my stand 1= onthe current peace

process, usuul by followed by the guestion s 1o whether the
pestce makks between the Government of Sn Lanka (GOSL)Y and
the Liberimion Tigers of Tamil Eclam (LTTE) would be successtul
Hoth questions: e dillicult o -amewer for two reasons, The firse
guestion raises arclated guestion: what 15 meant by the on-Foing
peact processt Trocs 1 mennjust the on-goine negenations behween
the ETTE and GOSLY Secondly, the sucoess: of peaco-lalks
depend-son many varnbles:amd the bekaviour of those venables
gros extreme:y difficalt tooprediet: So oneicun think of seenarios,
but not of exact developments: In thisarticle, Dintend sodeal with
the first  is=ue lzaving the second question for a futlre note,
Hwever, my discussion on the first quession may touch tpon
corldin wspects elated to thescoond question as wall.

Tl seniche B g el whal s mcant by he Surmonl pesce process
gannot be reduded 10 the penie engipgingnt belween the GOSL
attel the LTTE. Tt also includes the acrivities and suTesing of groups
[especially ethnic) and individuals and their poace chgugeinents.
It moay e true thiar the nepotiplions Between the GOSL and the
LTTE (so-called Track |} arc a key to the success of peace: bt
atiermgs fo plage this Track | secotianons as central to [l process
miry ledd to o provineializing of issues thay are centeal 1o other
netars: This erocde 95 a0 stompt to answer the guestion: <an
presemetilization of issies outside the Track | pegonations be
jusiihed?

The curremt pencd process hepan aller the Deeembes 200H
Parliamentary: Election that brought in tha Lriited Namaal From
o povwer. Tiver sintg thie  capture of Eleghant Pass by the LITE,
il s been cizar that the armed canflictbenween the secunity forees
of the GOSL and the LTTE wis trapped in a noutually hurting
stalemiare. THus, the LTTE in Décember 200 | declnbed 2 urilateral
cessation ol hostihites for o pened of nne month. The previosly
Chandrika Kumiaraninga Governmant also expressed ies willmghdss
For negotialion mdicaing thil the GOEL was prepared even to de

barp the TUVTE iF it would show iis rendiness for negitialions:
Fiowever, the signs of thatmiminzn: fall of the People 5 Alliance
government and its uapapularity in the Sauth might have cuusdd
the LTTE net to engage in sefons tidks with the PA gevermmiént.

Risky Venlure
0 11 1he other Hand, nercasing problems within might have

stopped the PA governmert from entering inte a risky and
somewlul adventurops venure, A sitgation conducive for

negabaton developed with two aceidental evenis, nomely, (1 the

memationnl compaien against werrorsmeafter 2071, and (4] the

change of sovernment i Sr Lanka. 8o a “mumwally huring
stilemnale’ 0 associnnon with two “happy vecudents”’ seemed 1o have
puwed the way for two confliciing parties o crter, or vathar re-

siiten, o nesotation path for the fourth tine. So the process

unilesshied by 1 itfons of el principa] pattics 1o the conflict has

oo andvinced From & uailiteral cesation of ustilines o scheduled

formal divcer medived walks berween the GOSL and the LTTE,

This process was facilitated by the sigmime of the Moll in Fehruary

2002

Avcording lo PAFTREL, the objsttives of the ceasclire agrecinont
are o “impleeient confidence bublding mepsures and provide cetain
mierith benelits 1o the pirtiss copvemed and the gencral public
while paving the way for a smouth transition to the negotiation
stuge of the peace process." The process that began sith the signing
of the Moll, however, has had miny Ficels, Novctheless, In
hegemoniy donilict discourse these many facels have. been
matpinalized or iolally reslected by placine the cenimal focus on
the hilatern! process berweern the LTTE and the GOSL. The conflicr
analys=is 2o far hove emphasized the importanie of trust-building'
mcustires i the process; The agrooment betwern the GOSLand
the LTTE has survived in spote af recordsd viblatians of the Mols
by both phrtics. Accortme 1o the S Esnkan Manitoring Mission,
the LTTE has coitgmtied 146 vidlptions of the Moll whilc the
GOSL s regpansilie for 28 violations

The interstional players; ¢specinlly the USA and the FLL, have
been deplaying both the éanol ind the stick 1o keep the two
contending parties, sspeciilly the LTTE, m the process. | feef that
Lo lur the progress o this fonl is satisfactory mainly for two
reusons, First, the GOSL. hos adopted sn accommodathe stiatesy
evenin the laee of the LTTE adopting 2 somewhat conipelinve
strategy withiut a Gerilicani positional shkib.

Aceonmodation

I t appears that the GOSL gave m, 10 certam respects, Lo the
LTTE, even going bevond the Maoll provisions, For
ealimple, 1t has neroed o allow the armied  nav] personnel of the
LTTL to use the Eastem coast sea route, Qne iy even specubale
that tve GOEL raetics are sinular so Chamberlain s Lac s 5 15= =vi8
Hitler and that these tactics would-bring in the same resulis. The
highly eccommadative approach of the GOSL may be explained
by two fhachors,
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Pt & & | have explained elsewhere. the UNE governmant’s
e approach fustifies such an accommundative approach. It
et helieve that "pence’ neanyv costwonkibelip the economic
secewery and 1 would oradually impose on the ITTE the logie.of
e e and power that includes short=term gans, copiplion
s Remmmionss lives.  Thesecond facteris the WNF government™s
s and dependence on the dnternational community, The
sepponess of the government is-led to believe: that i the TTTE
secommmenc=s military operations, the international commitnity
sspecaally the LiSA would teach the L'TT 1 a lesson

T8 seeoeas of the Mol based goreement hias haen alsn-dite to the
s St meiiher of the contending parties are in.a position right
o 0 ecomimence & fresh military camparan for miny reasens,
e GeUSE as well asthe LT E  hefore they entered the peace

pesment experienced 2 serious shortage ol mGn puwer,
genent and financial resources,

g

mne contral over laffiz imposed a hedvy hurden for the
S0 L=k economy not only because of the phenament] tse [0
ey sxpenditire but alse becusise o the possible sk of the
LT IE aftacks on stonomid cenlers. ol the islind, While the

srnational camnpiien fpainsl lerrorisin issil] fresh, the | TEE

fnd i = mskier 1o recommence g fresh arped attask on the
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Sver 1B rEsEnvations ane may have ahout thi pridess
desonited above. any imdividtal wh smndsfor non-vialont coniict
Eslution has & dity 1o sipport helon=2oing pesce: process
Howeower, 3¢ | sirecsed Earlier, 1he process miav nat be reduced tn

selatersl proces< Almaort all the parallel processes [sh-called

e D hres v sficr the parlinmentary alectionin Becembee 200

- P—— - il i,
I

% ST 5 T i bilateral oo

Parelle]l Tracks
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the vanous rexhs =re Iincsramd presuppess the Bilateralin
o theconflicl.  addition to these parallci processse_ o aral other
processss hive aleo been unléathed by the sigting of the Mol and
thess procsseds e provinenlizsd in the dominant conlict deecoline
a4 wallas inthe pence campaigns. These provincialized Bsues may
be periphéml to the bilateral negetiativn provess, but 'déntri) o
roups und individuals. What e thebe processas? Why
thoae proccsscs . be troated by pirl and parcel of the on-

soing peace procsss? Why shotld those astempry ot
peripheraligation of cermain isstes e guestibned wnd corrected!

Four processcs that'sie now atwork can be idenified, They are:

{ [} marzmatizancm of Muslims;

} einld and forced reeruitments by the ETTLS

} ialation of democratic rights by the QOBL and 1the LTTL; and
14} an adopiion of & competitive strategy by {he UNE govertment
agans! he oppesticn m the South,

1 will diseuss them brictly in the remaining secticn of the article,
Fie Moll bas almest totally neglected tha issue of Muslims
especiilly inthe Eastern Provingz, Unfortunately, the perspeehive
dpcuments preparad by ong confligt resolution NGO have done
the swmie. This negrly wial gbsgnce of the msue of Muoashines inthe
ML the idde of o futore interime admmistration controlled by the
LTTE and the continuous LTTE harussment of Muslims o the
Fastermn Provinee huve made Mustim lives there insecure and their
future tneeriaim.

When theclishes ooturrod between Twmils ind Muslims inMuttor
and Malachehanei, the gevernment run media and the media
supporting the genvernment placed the blame on Muslims and tried
Lo show @ Tink batween Mushims in the Eastem Provinee 'and Al-
Craeds of Osama Bin Loaden, 1his pricess conlinues unabated,
Mishims comprising nearly one-thind ot the Bastern Frovince
population wolld be degraded 1o near slavery liviag under (he
Behest oithe LTTE. Muchhas been writen about child recrditment
by the LTTE in the post-Mell period, The Humim Rights Watch
and Amngsty lermational inotheir reporis gnd  news releases
have repearedly charzed the LTTE on vielatlon of the rights of
chilldren. The LTTE Bas used the past-Mold sitastion to strengthen
fim combat forees by foroefully regruiting chubdren and vouth in
the Morthoem and Eustern provinces, Parents, especially miothers
ol youny childeen, fave no peacs ander the Maoll ginded peace
process. And the Mol does niot inolude necessary mechanisms 1o
alon undemogratic action abd 1o protect the rights of individuals,

Similarly, Both the ETR and she GOYS1L are-trving o restrict the
demacratic ngits of the onposiion, The povermment with s medin
oligiochy s sofar successflly restricted the flow efinformation
about the peacs process. The ETTE has notaiven amy room for the
cpposiion an the Morth, The MoU has tacilituted this process by
disarming only other para-militery groups, Fourthhy, the UNF
promiseid jnits election piatformt that ivwould not g6 for piecemenl
cunstitulionul chanmees and constitutional changeswill be intraduced
cihy: after arriving af a consensas of all the partics.

However, the recent attempt to intmiduce smcndments o the
consitition just before the talks shows that the UNE wants 1o

satisfy the LTTE by restraming Presidentinl powers. While the UNF
povemmment sdopis an acoommoditve stratepy vis--visthe LTTE,
EsEEns o hovs tkEn 0 competitive Sirtepy vis--vis [he mam
apposition pamesan thesauth . This My appent ns 8 contingation
ol eonfrmtaronal palitics common in post«1 970 51 Lonka: but 1
hieTiewe  (his confrootational sicatepy of the LUNE povermment is
sermething integral torthe natere of the on-20iNg peice Process.

Peace Deal

0 fc may argise that g prolonged and intracrable canflict
|'ke the Sl Tankan contflict confliet reselution should adopt
a gradual sreategy, one step at & time. For the sucdess of any peact
atlerpt, il miby be necessary 10 sinke a deal with the LTTE. OF
course, these arguments hold seme weight
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Bur the arpument 15 thearetically [awed, The GOSL can casily
strise a deal with the LTTE, | dyinka this staee'a de facto state in
the granse of an intenim adnimisraton would be acceprable to the
LTTE; Tt saéms that the LITE does not intend 1o g0 bayond this
dermime o this round of negotiations. My areument s iliat the
current aftempt 1o swike siuch a deal in fsell hos unleashed othet
processes. described above, The issues associned with those
Proccsseses. may ssem - be peripheral: bu since thosg 1ssues are
central e grouns and individoals trapped in the conflicn, those
process would disrupt the enrire peace process, Fhe GOSL and the
LTTE maty think thut they can deal withthoss “disruptive’ elements
high bandedly in the seuth and the norrh, respectively, However,

Tha Moll has fcilitiled o process Wntduee vialenee i one sacton
however il has [asihiuted sn inctease inviolence in othel seclors.
['his process should not e separated aud should be Ireated as pun
and parcel of the sanie process, | o nol arguing that everything
cun be domg:at the stnie HUme; ssquenging and iming = imporan
Whiat 1 srpae 1 that ifa process utileashed in one Iniml results inan
mbensitication of vislenve M eiber o, then we have 1o think
abpul coroting ménsures and mechinnisis,

Leon Trotsky once sald; "there arg seven kevs inthe masical scale
The guestion a5 o which of these kevs s herter Do, Re, o So,
in 4 momsensical queésiion, Bat the musican minst kiow when 10

soch an attermot will ioally destoy the pesce process, Peace (s a
précess and i s & migny yided process W transform violentsiractines,
Syslems, contexts, alttudes, values and mdividoals.

strike amd what Feys tostrthe.” [Lsgemsio me oo peace specialists
fave selocted o "herier” ey, and stithe that key dlonc .
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HOWARD FAST

Fhe denth occurred recently of Howard Fist whose novels in the | 940s smd (9508 made him one of 1he bewt-
known Americans o the ime — cspecially in Soutbisin. Fast hail o link with Sri Lanka through his st
cousin Rhoda Miller the journalist. who mesmied Joseph de Silva Bhiwta s columm i the Cevlon Daili News
of the 1970s smitmg o5 Outsider was: popular and, hard-hittma

Fre New York Tipiesrepornis:

Heverard Fast, 88, whiose best-4elling historical Getion ofien featured the themes of freadom and homan tights.
elements in' kis own wnoboous polivical jourmey throngh e blueklisting of the 19508, disd 51 his honse i Old Greemwich,
Connecticur, Fast was one of the 20 century § busiest writers, turning oul more than 81 books — plig short storics, Journalism,
screenplavs and poetry — in & career that began in the eaely 1930aWith novels ke Citpen Tor Paine (1933), Freadom
Foud (FY4d)and Spartacus (1933), Fastwon populnr acclalm for suthenticite snd detail. arentime stories that even his eritics
admired a5 pape-tirmers: Fast s Meticn was alwiys didseric o degree, opposed 10 modemyisas, enghged jn o) strpiuirls g
insistenton taking sides and leaching lessons of ke smoal sides and 1eacling lessons 00 1l s morml] Sig
it that way.

ificance, and he liked

Smee T belicve thotwperson s phalosephical pomtel view hes 1ile meaning 1000 s ool muatched by bemg and
actaon T found mysel D willingdywed toin andless senies ol unpopular causes; oxpencnies which [Hiethenrichid my sawmting o€
miveh as ey depleled other daspects of my life. he said ln:a 1972 mierview Al his best. in oo nowvel like ‘The'Last Frontier
[ 141), abourthe Might i 1878 of the Cheyenne Induns o teir Powder River home i Wvaening, he schisved powerfal elTecis
theesgh imagnatoee ohyeetivity, Hisoutpul was slowee but not entirely mterrepred by tha blucklistiog he codured m the 1950«
after it became known shat he had seen o memberof the Communist Party and then refised Lo couperate with the House Un-
Ammerican Actvities Commirness. He served three months 1 a federal prison in 1950 [or copternpt of Conpress after he vefsad
to produce the records of the Jount Anp-Fascase Refugee Committes. -
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