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| am very happy 10 be here today, to participale somewhar
formally in what bas hecome now. a regelur affur in our
intelleetunl milisn in Srt Lanks, o book lsunch. 1t 15 a-s1gn, no
duubt, that despite the limitations of resources both material
and human, the work of thought still goes on, and the life of
letters still persisis,

Such life work in fecent times, has been befesmicred und
arduous, for those of us who have argued for socizl justice and
demneraey, on the eoe hand, and plurnlisme tolesation, and antj-
racistm on the other. The direction of eur pofity his ollen moved
far from these valies — thare can be no better reminder of this,
than to recall that vialent elashes have 1aken place in Colombe,
Just over the past few days,

The Social Scientists Association (58A), formed m the late
19705, before the greul punctuation point in our modern hisory,
1983, anticipated the politics of thet moment. and the veary
1o come: I the [ate 19605 and 19705 had been. in ourinteliectual
{ruclition, atime when natienalism become the [ous of inguiry,
becuuse, perhaps, of a dawning scmse that TU4E, 1556, und
1958 had heen only moments of becoming of a now nation,
then by the end of the | 9708, it was sarely cledr that thiz new
nation, constituted and re-constituted s 1t was, 41 this time by
thiee successive constitutional docoments, was urravelling. Thal
anravelling, or unmaking i you [the, of that nation hes gathered
momentum over the decides after: 1t now remains (o be seen 1t
sare, il not all, the prime-minister s men, can put it ogether
agaim.

The work ol SSA, in its founding moment, is gathered together
in Ethnic ity and Social Change (1984} a classte in content and
direction, [t claburates the st sustained and seriols analyiical
use of the concept ethnic , whith also or zanized the second
major volume 55A published & few years later, Facers of
Ethniciry {1987} The term is a foundational ane, of course, i
thig Institution, [CES, as well — 15 dicacy Ties, il SeCmSs 10 me;
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iy the work it did in elehorating the problem of Nationahism
for ug. To my-mind, the problem of nouonalism for us, 18
devastatingly simple: we have competing. unequal nationalisms
Hronecountry, Bthmicity murks the most crucinl bspect of ths
multiplicity of naticnalisms: their unequal character. Or in other
words, It marks the coatestory relationship o subordinate
parionidism has 1o 8 dominmmt one.

While [ismaktng the NMation (19950 4 son of Son of Ethmicity

volume, iF | might call it that, and the book before us today. the
Hybrid Islaad (2002) which then would be asort of Danglhter
af Ethnicity volume, so that gender is balunced and o on, seem
to have moved away from The Ethme -as their organizang
conceplual categones, (hey do share in the worldview of their
pagent volumics. That worldview isa eritical one. which takes
as its founding charge an argument about, with, anid agaisl
maticnalism, and themation form. This critique is leveled Fom
withim, i imporizmt foremember, from g location that is simjlar
1o thioss it ke on. It 5 imporiant to underline this idea of
location, | would aroue, not o the mgnner of the xenophone
whis would view outsiders or outside ideus with hastelity, burin
the manner of the orne who knows (hat eriticism levelled Irem
pitside @ political Geld, will always ead up ma meral dilemma

of the hiberal kind.

Let me clurify and amplify this point and simultanzeusly
anempting o draw wgether the several shreads that run throogh
this remiarks, by tracing outs hrief pencaloey of the concept of
Lybridity. ftiswell known, as Neluka Silva poents it in her
introduction, that term guins durrency with the rise of Honu
Bhubha s work to importance in LIS cultpral studies; which is
then strenzthened m urn by Robert Young s critical retlections
on Bhabha s work, That debate which turms on the biolegical
antecedents of [vbndity und the question. Dogs a elaim ol
Hybridiry, imply somewhere along the line a claim of puriey!
is certainty addressed in the introduction and volunie. Not set
1o rest perhaps, hut certnnly addressed. What 18 perhaps less
well knowm, is that the work of Bhabhs s middie vears: which
generates this draument shout Hybridity  in the service of
mrlt-cultaralism | draws decply o the work of Franez Fanon,
Mot on Weerehed of the Larth, dut on his other clussic, Block
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Skin, White Measks which is perhaps not as wetl known here. It
is mol, today, all that well known in the US academy as well,
and hence, | think the great success of Bhabha s defl
appropriation of it. Fanon s argument, in Black Skin, those of
vou who know it will recall — draws explicitly on Lucam frame
of the mirror stage, to mark the un-acknowledged imaging of
black in white, and white in black. This arpument while drawing
upsim i post-enlightenment psycho-analytie tradition is really
driven and energized by an anti-caloniul politics, is embedded
m turn Canibbean, and Afncan national awakenings. It is an
argument from within. Bul it argues simullaneously againit the
imaqualities of colour hierarchies of those nations and
communities, while making its most valuable point: The Negio
1B ok Any more than the Whie Man

Isome of this is last un Bhabha, it does not have to be on 1s,
For this volume s appropriation of Hybridity in turn, which is
nut of course Fanomian in the straightforward sense, does by
EXTENSION Cleate a crealive erifical space that can deseribe aid
arpue with both nationalism and colonialism just as ethnicity
did a decade aga. As sueh, it 15 & new direction, pointing to
fresh fields, lurrowed with plough marks, butstill in the process
of cullivation, that we see: That is refreshing.

I huve, however, my own words of caution, regarding these
picturesque vistas: It is too casy, oflen, when we come 10
intellectual caegorics thal have arisen in an oppositional context,
o imbue the categories wilh salience and life bevond the
constitution of the debate. The idea of invented identities is
one such; first brought to prominence by Hobshawn and Ranger
n the Mverdion of Tradition, 1t finds fts way v the subtitle of
this volume us well. Hybridily _itself, from the fitle, is of course,
another. The templation is to make larper, socil scientific claims
abwit these categories 1o prise the claims from the dargurnentalive
conlext they ve been forged i, and make them, Farger than
political life, 1f vou like. Now given any mrget ol criticisn, any
tocus of cateporical argument, the good critic will build a
persuasive case, so much so that the rget will seem to dissalve.
Su._ targeting xenophobic, quasi-fascist nutionalisms we don 1
like, with the guns of inventivn and Iyhridity doss make

them seem to dissolve, 10 get hazy and fuzzy sround the edges.
Botswhat we might forget is that any eritieal praject has i own
consolidatons and congulations. its own cutesarical densities,
S0 then, the point 14 this — better and bettermore and meTe,
critical writings on the putative Hybtidity of still more
putatively pure and exclusive identity isn t a really going to
dissolve the lalter. For a eritical stance forged - oppusition,
will eongeal into an unavoidable density, even us the erilifue
takes shape,

It is given these thoughts, that | point to Nira Wickrumasinghe «
cssay m this volume, as being implicitly cogmzant of these
analyticu] issues. In her essay. which has no ungiphily bits of
undigesied theory, she makey an elegant point, Hybndity in
Brntish volomal discourse, was used o mark he mixing of
west and east leaving the mixing of what might be cast
and east anmatked. The coming togetlier of castern things
with other castern things just made such things. a1l the more
Oriental. Sl £ for thouslit. Hybridity in her work is used at
4 remtove, niot as a deseriptive category of an empirical field.
but mther as an analytical lense thur delineates a diseursive field.
And we see then, that in that arpumentative context, in my termis,
even das Hybridity fakes apart some identities, it ulso CoOnEeals
filhers,

Which brings me, in another eritical register, Lo Arjun
Gunaratne 8 cisay in this volume, which read 1o me 45 the
opposite of Wickremasimshe s effort. At the end a luhoyred
aceount of the overarching simvilariues ol Sinhala and Tamil
kinship, which is designed 10 dissolve thern into hybrid
fuzziness, we find that another identity. emerges un-fuzey and
sharp, doing a great deal of logieal closure: Sri Lankan. fs
Uere such a thing? 11 ail is hybrid shouldn 1 it be too? Well, for
Cunaratne, Sri Lankan 1s quite 2 secure snd unhybrid idenlity.
Silvi, furthermore. finds that St Lanka sits in the very fitle of
her volume - Tivbrid Island - making it then as unigue from
tither pluces, which are perhaps difteront, Again, Sl Lanky
Hself is not subject to hybridizing interrogation.

Lam net here, brying o argue for or against, the importince of
S Lanka or Sri Lankan a3 an identitye. 1ohis been, and
CONLNUES (o bew sustaining dream for many of us — meludi ng
nryscll, On the other hand, | 2m the same fellow who, 4s it is
well known, once claimed over an atter dinner drink that |
suppoit pyy cricket team, not Sei Lanka, when | watch o mateh,
Fdon Uknow, [ continue o be productively confused over that,

But my point is not about the solidiy of Sni Lankan  per se.
Rather, or otherwise, it 15 this: the magic of Hybridity won ;
dissclve all it touches — the valume befure 0s It doesn dissolvie
S Lanka. TFor geod reason — it is written from within an
inlellectual life-world, uzainst the grain of its vinlance snd Brror,
populism and fascism. And itis in thay particular angimentative
context that these categories make sensc.

That to me is really # comfort, and 1 can do no better but thank
Netuka, on hehall ol us all, for this sustaining and srovocative
addition 10 our bookshelves, i
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AN URGENT APPEAL FOR THE GENUINE PEACE IN
SRI LANKA

Japanese Citizens’” Committee for Peace in Sri Lanka

The ceascfire agreement berween the Sri Lankan Government and the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Felam (ILTTE] n December, 2002 reheved
nal vmly the peopla of Sn Tanka, bt also vz, the residenis of Tupan, Peace
negetiations hnve taken place five tinges inthe past The sixth riepotiatisn
is being heid in Fapan this month. Therole of kipan s expecied 1o Gelp
tie vountiy recover Trim the exhuustion of nineteen yours of civil war
The aid conference is scheduled b June while due atiention s being ganl
toy financial aid by the [nierested pariics. The propress of pedce m S
Lankats expected tocontribule to the down of world peace ata timewhen
the wotld 15 in denger of war ang wemonsm. However, thare have been
reports ol armed clashes between the governmment onees and the LTTE
rebels singe last Febroany, At the same time, the cnticism and complaents
aoul the on-poing peace negotinilon and assistance of the Government
of Jupin Yas made the situition onpredictable

[hesre dare iy symipadhiEers aml suppomers mieresied m knowing e
aotvupl sitwation of S0 Lankn. Both print and eleetronia meda in Tapan
have very [ttle interest in nows hroadessts shont smaller countries likes
s bomxa. Dherelore, weorganized a-pathering of Uitizens Compttes
for Peacen Sri Lunka onthe 15™ of March mo exchange infolmation and
opinipns among the people who ire interesiod in the peace and
reconstriction of Sri Lanks.

Projonged civil war his: catsed utirest, and distress i the people in Sn
Lanka during the pust fwo decades. Clearanos of Tand niines, reconsinsction
of roads, fiilroads, bridees, sehools, hospitals, rehabilitstion of rctuming
refurees in the North snd the Eest are grgent concems. The most ssnous
15 thet task of re-cducating nveniles. whe erew ap m war and dnow nodfing
but-war And eradicaring distruss and crealivig of ins) between the Sintialese
ard Tiomiis, who have fought for ree decades may not be a=mmple sk,
Bhut it 19 a serious concerm that nesds attention. Economic development of
entire Sri L anks & egsentind fur e copxsisnce of [wo COMMINITIES 0 7
smngle nation. We stncerely hope thal the peopleaf S Lanka will take the
fullest pcbvaniage Gf the deisefire and the very ippairiumioy ol peadce simed
il the expemse of nmcleen years of crvilwar for n fasting poice

Japan -and So Lmks have developed a frendly relationship 1o a long
tmie. Jepanis e bizgest donor ol Olcil Development Assistance (D04 )
1o 5k Lank However, we  find thatthe Japanese ODA hag not contribured

that mueh to peaee: in Bri Lanaka. Wecrderstand thil the governmeant off

Japm hass armenmed e il review of OTA and its policies For gramiy amd
apphcations o (A s conselidating peace in the trotbled sreas, We ire
very much hopeful thst the ODA wonldalse he used Tortils worthy tisk
of consalidating peace in sSrl Lanka.

We mmke the followini wopesl o achieve o poriameand an evertasting
peace i Sl Lanka;

I W reguiest the Guverrnenl o St Tanls aml the Tiberlion Tigers of

Tarml Eelam o udhere o the hiliteral sgrooment for ceascfire omd {io
progress ko permanent peace oS Lok, We queos the wordsaf the late
President L. Jayawardene, Iy lig speech ) the Pence Conlference in-San
Framisooey-to both partics;  Hatred doeés nor coase throoeh hatred. It s
Uriueh love alome thil i cenyes .

2 We request the Government of Japen to suspend ODA inmediafely of
and whien conflier recwrrs, Grant of ODA 1o o st o coniel will only
ceitridicl the basic theary of OT1A

3. We request that long rerm and carelul considerition be gren fo the
impaverished people when rehebilitation assigtanee i printed. For
example: selllement and remregration of relgess, rehabibitation and
suppurl fors:ll-reliinee of child saldiers and deserlers.

4, Wercquest the promotion of demeocmacy and educatitn that will valus
individual fEeedom wnd himan rghis

3. We reguest the Ciovermment of Tupen o beodony hoand to inform its
citivens the conteént of peice negotintions beld in lipan, and the conrent of
development assistuncs pranted 10 deyveloping matons as well
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