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; en imcinding struggles Tor ethng-pariona! self-determimation
wrd representation are fonght 1o change the power-property
siatue gqob. I a peace process fails o adeguately geknivwledee and
adfross Beucs OF economic and social ineguality that structured
e coniticl, while balancing changes wroupht In the wat yedrs
ssssel pettn o b preewar power-property’ status que, it may
eomult B =0 upsusiuinable peaee thit hecomes o bloe print for
weuirs oF dichdes e Ths, o tetent book
puiiahed by the Washinelon-bascd Unmted States fostitdie [or
Pece, tithed Effects af Fioleroe on Peave Processes, Juhn Darbiy
netes. OF the thiny-oighs fovaal posce scouide sizned botween
Isnuary [958 and Deoember | 995 thinny anc fEiled to last more
than three vears. Durby supecsi« thyt the reson for this style of
affairs is that stopping wirs is far more difficult than sarting them,
anil that when political viotence fs snded by i ceissclire il reappeirs
m other forms 1o threnten the peace process, e sreests thal &
peace process st be forward leoking and potential spoilers of
the peace must be o bourd, for iF not they miry destabilize the
peace provess. In Sel Lanka this would irelude potential spoilers
whio ey bse locul conflicts and social and ceunonmil insegaalivy
that are not dircetly releied 1o the macro anmed vonflicl Getween
the LT TE mnd GoSl.
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A pummber of stodics el the two décudes-Tone armed conlicy in S
Lanki bave moted it the war was nolsimply un elhake ol Gir
bl vather & complea emervency. The war was susiioed and
fuclled by & range of plobal andd local bclors wed Gelors including
rural povelly, wuemplovmenl, and casle murginalizalion
{particuladly in nosthemn Tamil society and m the deep south). The
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majority of those who foughl, died, and were disabled on both
sides were drawen from the rura! poor Additionally, in the last decade
a war ceonomy that developed a self-sustaining momentum
emerzed, a5 a number of trans-national actars and nerworks, from
the digspori to the military dnd humaniterizn industry stabilized
arud suslpined the conflict dynamie as the eéonomy structured ine
a wareconomy. While o ronge of palitical actors and elites made
profits throush corruption, lerror amd taxalion the military becama
the leading emplover ol o Class 6f marginalized youth from low-
easle sortmuinities in the north and sauth alike. Simultanecusly, &8
Professor Tudor Silva of the Centre for Poverty Aralysishus noted,
sconomic irequality and poverty cleavages tended to be ethieized
and paliticized due to the circular dynamie of poverly and cthoe
conflict {ef. Mayer, Rajssingham- Senanayike, Thangaraja, 20033,
The conmection between roral poverty and the sostwnability of
peace huxs been mode i other swadiss of peaces settlements. In
Forging Democracy from Bolow: Tesurgent Transitions in South
Africa and £ Sglvador, Elizabeth Wood saggests that peace
processes thal sddress economic re-distribution meluding land
referm  have a beller chonee of lodg term success. Wood 5
arpumeats are relevant For 50 Lanka. Yeuin the cument post conflict
settlement diseussion while the ssue of power redisitbulion viaa
devolved and lederated system has reseived high priorty, 1ssucs
of zocial and economic ineguality sz pot being addressed in any
sysiematic tashion

Free Market and Sucial Justice

T he presumption on faith propounded by the Minister for

Econoniic Reforms seams 1o be that the free packet would
take oure of social and economic justice 1ssucs that fucllicd the
comlliet e the Washingron Consenses (World ik and IMF),
There hes been relutively little discussion of the political econonuc
trnrsfirninton tsecicty that 20 years of war had generared. Debate
on post-cmiflict reconstruction policy 1s largely fromed by lepal-
hureaucratic considorations-at the national level as to how power
vested ina highly eentralized state sy be develved to the regions?
The public debate considerably influenced by global recipes for
post-vonllict recomstrucion focused on {aeo-liberal) fastitinion
building ynd constitulion design and the néed for good
governance.  In the context, it is not hand to se2 how economic
hardship and social disaffection caused by spivalling costs of living,
wemplonment exacerbated by layvoiTs, 4 sealing vn public seclor
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hinng for structiral adjustenent programs (SAPs) and privatzaton
of vssental services inelnding pubhicwtilities (the standoff herwesn
the multmational gas duepoly Shell and Lauts and the Consumes
Protection Authority being exemplary ), may be used by peace
spatlers- whe have sianificant constinuencies among those who bure
the brunt of the current phase of economic restructunng which m
muost parts of the world had demonstzably increased socas-econamie
disparities-and cleavapes (O LNDP Humin Bevelopment Repor
20007,

I ths context; the question may be raised as 10 why the GoSL and
the LTTE have chosen or been impelled 1o chose the Werld Bank
to be the custodiun of the post-conflice fund? And un whal bosis?
Historically, the Umited Nutions is the international orgamzation
charged with and exponenced in dealing with posi-conflicl
reconstruction (East Timor bong & recent sxample). Mareover,
the LN peencies despile numerous critics have a relaiively open
allitude o humun security, Ioeal voices, prionines and knowledoe
systoms than has the World Bapk. stnce it s not se elosaly allicd
to mnternational fnance and cormporte micrests and in the arp ol
what Joseph Snglitz, Nobe] prize winning economist and ex-Vice
Prisident of the World Bank, rerms market findamentalism
his book Glabalization and its Discoritents, 1sthe World Bank then
a mare or less neutral actor or will it cmsure that the praces. 15
structired o suit the agendas of imteruationd) [Tnance und corporate
capital while makinge S Lanka vilnerable 1o luctuating glokul
financial markeis 25 the world cconomy gaes into recession (as
ocoirmed m Arrenting)? As conflivl, séounty and developmient are
increasitely linked will 7t dishurse funds 1o projects that have s
lews capital frizndly and inore social justice focus?

These ‘questions must be asked by the Sri Lankan public who
support the peace processand wish 10 ersure i sustumabifioy. [hers
are other reasons for goncérn. A tange of social conflicts have
escalatad in Latin American countrics tha undertook unorinos)
drructural adjustment programs (SAPL Mol made them vulrerable
o tTuctuntnd in plobal financisl markets at the behest of the Wil
Bank and IMF (tats in Argontimn being a recent dramatic case),
Likeswise, historically, ternational fmunee capital, dictators and
military untas lave been allied 1o safepuard their interests and
deflectsac il justce issucs embedded in complex conflicts, Tnthis
respect, the controversial analvsis of violent contliel ceming eut
of tha World Bank research praject led by Poul Collier on The
Evonomics of Civil War, Ceinie and Molence s pol encouragme.
Collierelnims that i 5 erecd mather thim gricvance, s ifihese
are nol relationil lerms), He suppests that the profits mode by wir
lords and semed groups sxplim violence, He thus fules oul
pconertie prievahce o5 8 eause of vivlence While this kind of
amidysis may cxphain the propesed Bush-Blair resturee war on Iy,
i 15 telling in its misguidedness and jpnomnee of Jocal ssues,
international pelitical economic and globial power knowiedue
hicrarchies that siruclure complex conflics b the globul sGuth,
and docs ol augur well for a sensibly theorized post-coniTict
reconstruction propram supiérviscd by the Bank in Sri Lanka. 1T
the World bank is (o be the custodian of the post-conflict fund the
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queshion anses:will the peace dividend bacome svailable to those
margmal communtties and social groups that were most brutalized
and instrumentahized by the war ceonomiv? Inshort, would b nee-
tiberul posc-conflicl peave that exacerbnles socio-eéonoime
dispanties os SAPs und scctor adjustment programs are pushed
threugh along with pest-conflict reconstruction, und the
guestinnable promise of longteem econamic growth despite the
growing global recession enable a sustaiviable peave? Is this
consteliation of sctors nd interests a recipe for o mew cyile ol
vielenge thal muy destabilize the peace provess in Sri Lanka? To
answer this question it may berelevant 1o ook hack on how almost
two decades of wrmed conflict was represerited and apalyzed in
the World Development discourse Tn Sl Lanka.

Representing Development: *Growth with War® and

other Sustainable Myths
D anng ‘the Sccond and Third Eelam wars (1 990-20011, 2
public oavih existéd i the Sotth of St Lirka that rlatively
Figh levels ot seonomie growtl could be sustomed m the- sland
while an cypensive arped conflict wis waged m the Nurth-Easl
provipees: Asthe People s A lllance 2overtimenl went ahead witk
seructural sdjastment programs (SAPs) and privatization of various
profitable and deberidden government holdings just as the previous
U Pgovernment had done, the nembers of BMWs and Alls
Rermeds thut eruised the hichways and bi-lanes of Colarmba, the
werthern capital, were on the rise. Signs 0 o growing eeonomy
and o rarket for lususy soods were apparent g the Inreer éilias
and in the display of sophisticated weapons o and communications
technology an the gacurity sector. The Central Rank progected
mational growth Rgures of five percent, & fgre that helped the
ruling pariy o win local and mational eleations and alitact foreign
invesmment. Internaticn dovelopmint orpimizations such a8 the
World Bank, TMF, and INDP prog@ited similie erowth Rgores.

The lafe 15490 were vours of converging national ‘statistical
percentages in sn Lanka While defonce spending was five percent
of GDP, donor assiclance also hoverad at around  five percent
CGDP. Thae internationul aid might subsidize the ammed conthie
piven fungibility of aid was not missed by a number of
commientators; Yol il resodrch stoff in Jeading naizonsl msticrions
ol higher aducation such us the Unbeersity of Colamibo could mol
tise 1he inldrnet because the Minlstry of Higher Edoeation could
not pay s teléphivne bills sod the Bbrare could net buy Booksand
Jourmils due tothe toll af the war sconomy on the educition seelor
that was boine restructured. the intzimaticnal Dagnerial fostutions
turmed ablhind eyve o militacy spending despile widelv known and
rumoured sofruplion n e militry sector and the delinee mindstry,
While structuril ndiustrnent 1o cducation. health e, somelimes
bringing long vvirdue reform to these seciors were un the cards,
structuril adjustments of the milisary ad state s Coerdive apparatus
was gl on the cards
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Enlead, She IMF sppeared to systemstically underestimate the Sri
Lamils sewernment s undevestinmseen of s ows military expenied
hllsemiiies with PUTF reprceeniatnee 20 HOES —Awpust 2001 ) whila
e S Laskos sovenenest seemmed S0 practice home grovn miilitury
Esyssnaicon ' The contimmne Selure of the mternational
Seviopeems mduetry o sdderss sty budlnets of sovernmenes
B war wah sremenis of Shew posmilations romialias the seandsl of
sleteenl developsens induciry In Sii Lonka the crowth rate
= shess See poresss = e e 1900k despite the war scema o
e Sees aa B Seleey the sreymen ! hat nep-ecomymic liberal
st sl warks — oven i conflier sitoationsWhat
M e e St ey almost two  decodes ol prmed conlliel
B el setmeey soemad t0 Be subistantinlly and cressingly

S o e pwncductive activity, Le., war mnking (67, Dunham
L

Ehesme thess voars: rationd] statstics mpervious o fhe law of
sverases that cxcladed 1he under-performiing nor ond costem
comihict affected provioces were produced. by the Central Bank
et seconded by organizations suchias 1he Worid Benk ind UNDP,
8w sueoostod that excluding the Sovthem and sastern provineds
Som national stitisnes was insienifcon since population densitics
m t’ﬂu-_'q,: :|:|r|,_1'v'ir|,-_'|::5 were o, ;=|r|:j w-;:|||d [Th1E atfect [T fn]:]it-l
caleulations.

OF conpse, sialistics and informaticn on the conflivt zongs were
Righlv politicized, particulacdy given cloms wmd counter—lains
regarding bhuman rights violafters, niembers G disslaced people,
and food aid to be sent to the war zones. During the vears of the
third Fielam wer that started in 1995 with the collapse of the peace
process that had cormmenced swhen Chandrika Bandavanatke-
Rumaramnge became President, the malilary frecucntly and
possible correctly argued that the LTTE was mllatmy Hgures und
skimming excess and,

The infermation lacuna avising from the pelitcizanion of
informatiomand the diffienltics of information gathenng nthe war
zones wis compounded by the ensorship on med o ond reporting
from the northenst, Because of difficulties ol mformation gathenng
wn the centlict. zones, nnticsal  ditn on heahth, education and
literacy excluded the war-deprived and trpumatizad regions of the
i5land. International evaluations alone with mationad siatisies on
mumy social and ccomomie matlers providsd mpressionistic prd
ollen grosshy misleading and optinustic scensros of the life and
bvelihood in the conlctzones. [U was rarely mentioned that
fransport was hitesally by butlock carcin the wneleared or TTTE
held areas; given the fucl und fertiiizer crobargo, while the cconomy
and market had been bombed o the dark azes, and food secunty
eruded.’

The informsiton facuna in lume perpetuated o number of mvihs
that sustained e conllcl, botlar the level of policy as well as o
populardiscourse: As the conMietescalnmed ke 19908 1he notion
that -growzh with vear s pessible appeared to be the operative
fiction in policy cireles. Meanwhile the venflict senerated o war
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geonomy with military service hecoming the leading incoms

gensralion projeel [or yourp men feom turi] areas even a5 it

generited new forms of social and ectmomic meguality snd

mirgimalization (eg. Mashm-Tani] cénflicts in the east coast),

That 51 Lanka, the South Asian lender insoeial indieators, may be

shipping inhealth aod edugation, and mortgasing sty fubire 45 the

numbersof disabled increissd, and the stonomy stnuglured 1nto o

witr ecompmy, with the rural seeter mireasingly depéndent on:

suldiers wages wiis ol mentioned, Ocourse o second scenario of
Sri Lanka 4 conflict-development nesus 1hat focused on the social

woals ol weer, wis caplursd i popblar Blms: other ertica! media,

and by various studies by NGOs butwath hitle impact® Squaring

b Girele — an analvsis of which scctors benefited from the wi
economy and SAPs und which did oot remains to be done.

O the oibier hapd, the devastalion of war i the north and eds
gave cpodence to LUTE claims that they lad nething more to loose
amd] henee must Aghting an oppongnt mtent on decirtating them
I the end, The war venrs made clenr the domestic ceanomic policy
15 tnereasimely @ plobal affair. Asthe county became inerehsimely
dependent on aid for fighing the war the inlermutional lnuncial
inatitutions and sucecszive governments pursued o neo-liberal
poliey of cconomic restruciuring. As privutization appéured to
ststain the mvth of growth with war, o namiber of Gther local and
micro-conllicts were displuced upon the over determined war
between the militury and the LTTE, The mvth of growlh wilh war
wits rudely shattered by the LTTE attuck on the airport and the
mainter i which the economie growith éntered & acpative for the
first Time in 118 post-volonial history,

Representing Development:  Information
Asymmetries and Power/Knowledge Hierarchies

l or farlure of nation-stales, coonumies, or people, have their
o |(I!’§i|..'. i I‘I-L':.' eetubligh mathormtative (El:_:c[.:n;l[inr'-s, and construct
truths about national progress or reeress. Dideed a number of
theorists of development and developmentalism [Lecobar, 1995,
Mindy, 1983 Gopta, 1998) huve noted, that in the frajectory of
waorld development, peoples; nulions, regions, and  the third
world have come to see themselves as mare or less developed!
underdeveapal, and mere or less moneed of develepment, or social
capital, orinstitulions, or belfer gevermance, or globahizetion cte.
They have also sugoestad that develeprent processes maghi
neliuntly de-develop socictivs, ond have traved how development
mdicalers may coneeal inereasing econamic inequalities and socizl
aeed restonin poelaraation,

memational mensures, iIndexes and ehservations of success

In countries with skeptical publics, information from international
develogment and finanzial institutions are sometimes given greater
authority hecapse of the presumplion that they may be more
independent and aceurpe than governmenl s Jgures. In lum, these
autheritative indexes, measures, and naratives of developmental
progress o regress contioure locel porceprions of local conditions,
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Somelimes, hese consiructions and their policy agendas elic
cotier-reactions and ¢thno-nationalist back Inshes.? Tn noting this
dvnamic of how o couniry may be messured, evaluated, and
resructured for World Development, my parposs is nor tosigeest
that poor pecple or armed conflicts do nor exist. Kather it 65 0
mark how poverly gua poverty, or conflict qua conflict, are
constituted as objcets of and for anelysis and developmental-relisf
migrvendon (resd powerdenowledee), and how such inrerventions
are leainmated.

In the fatz 19905 g5 the wur esculated in Sn Lanka local and globa
poliical-ecanomic processes and imperarives configured the
dominant representation and interpretation of the conflic
development nexus in S Lanka, that growth with warwas possihle
The nption that war with growth was possible 1s a corollary of the
economic reduchonism that characierizis the grrument thar
vinicnee is economically rationsl snd it s oreed mither than
grievanca that foels confhicts (Collier et ol 3001 ), 1997-98 wore
vears when the Bark and IMF were inoreasingly coitiqued on the
crisis and escalating social violenge in the Asian Tioer scomonmies,
Intermally, in the Warld Hank, Stighte had coteied IMB palicies
and suegesied that developments] macro-policy may fuel and
deepen the crisis and ensyime vielenee in South East Asig (Stiglitz,
|997, |99 Wade, 20040, In this conlexl, specows SIOTIEY oven m
canllict tom socichics were needed, In Missed Cpportonitics,
the World Bank s Sri Lunka country veport in 2000 suepesied (ha)
Sri Lanka it a refative shocess in terms-oF cconomite theralization
and structurel adjustments,

A sty of operative fictions and mutusl entrapment betwesn
intermianal frencial instinitions and a govermment fighnng adirty
wal (given that national ecomomic policy is ingreasingly miobally
confizured), amidst un inerensingly dysfunctional democracy
ermeries i the myth that growrhowith wir was possible i Lanka

Thisentrapment i umsustined thewar dymumic which developed
selfssustaining momentom { Rajasinghan- Seoakavike, 20007 The
myvth was shatiered sfierthe 10TE atack on Kainaynke aimion
i July 2001 that impacled on sectors dependeant on external
markets; particubarly trade; tourism and shipping, and the growth
figures dipped from 5% inte negative digis overmnight. This
CTiT#pIment may continge with the peace dynamic o with the
povermment and World Bank prometing an gnsusiuingble neg-
Tiberal pesce.

The myth that groweth with war wias possible was also ensbled by
the Ens'mry ol perception of the wsland ssdn outlier in the fit-
vear-odd  world development discourse, Sri Lanka had always
folloveed the path of the unéexpecled, Al independence in 1945,
armead eonflict was nat o the island s development agenda. The
island s social indicators that were the best in the South Astn region
despite very bow par capita income, placed it in the eatepory of
emthier in 1he dovelopment discourse for dacades. Moresver,
raula-lingual, mult-elhnie, muln-faich, and muii-culiesl Tend,
Ceylon as it was called (hem, had been considersd o model

democraey imiil the nuid- 19%6s_ Lo the years ol the conilict, srowih
in the south despite a debilitating armed conflict in the north and
east further buttressed Sn Lankas standmp:gs an oother mthe
wiorld development discourse; and ensbled the pereeption that it
was a-land of missed oppornmties.  The owtlier perception of
ari Lanks mosked the sland s desdevelopment and deep region]
divisipns that fisel the armed conthic: in the stand:

Indeed, it is avguoble thal the regronal dispanty between the conflict
aflected Morth-Fast and the vest of the island constituea one of
the bagpest challenges of peace building and development, cven as
the-central barrier 1o human development in S Laoks may be the
mfomation divide and miormaton lacuma. The engineenng of
infommation and the resulting 1gnorunce generated a0 the highest
leveis ol pobey-and opmion making on the national impactsof the
wir was une ol the reasons that the war escalated 1o dite propormons;
without giving nse locan anti=war peace movemnent in the late 199005,

Conclusion: De-Development and the Poverty of
Theory in Post-Contlict Policy

P ost-conflict reeonstruction, a growth sactor in the warld

development industry led by the Bretion Woods instiiitione
i# about inlormation asymmetrics. elobal-local - Wesarchies of
knowledas and posecr and the marketimg of mvthes ang mndels of
development, Récoznition by theddvelapment policy chmmunity
thisl 5 Lankawas 4 complex emirzeney and that violen! conflicls
could undo vears of development achicvements, hns ot entailed
acknowledgement of the eonyerse process: thal the macra-paliciss
wred practices of (uneven) devalopmin sy also strvetire and [
domestic politicul-cconnmic transformations and soeiety!
polarization leading to violent conflicts. Possihle ki sés hevwesn
development processes thil exscerbated social inequality smd s
number of socidl Epsions (VP and LTTE voath uprpsines),
cantributed 1o overdettrmine the nmth-south ethnde diville in
the istand, and hepce theneed for msinsreaming conflict aralyis
mte cevelaprsent policy and planning we hardly aeknow|2dosd
Thicre 35 4 need 1o ik miacro-policies of developrment to the loca)
war ceonomy i the contlict #one, rather than meating them sy
SEpATALE

[l isarguablethat trans-hisworica]l etiinic readings of the violence
i 501 Lanka and neo-Hheral mvihe thgt mrowth with war iz
possible in the depondent connamias ol the global south have
clvscured jssues of economic.and social fnegquality that-stractured
the two decstles-long armed confliet in the north and cast ol Sri
Lanka They alsoebscured hiow the war Irad translorred the island s
socicty and politiealeconary. Bul issues ol politizal representation
and econamic ushice are mextreably linked: sol-determination
will remam an unlulfilled promizse without economic-and social
riphts

After the mibal de-politictzation thal the peace process necessiated,
it would be necessary 1o move on and deal sericusly with political




SEsmewe Mseck by linking civil and pelitical issues of |

Seniliterosteos 2 de-csealation with social Justice issucs or
S md secaal rights. Postconflicr reconstruction must have
sk gemroach 2 reon beyond 3 formalist legal spproach to
feveltia e meeet sharns among the armed sctors and the State,
e alrres miocs sk 2 pon criy, imequality and their relationship
- policics of economic adjusmentand condlict. Ctherwise,
e 7k = Bt 2 noacs sgTomeent might onee apain become 3 biue
e for moes war, or be mevely # frade O between urmed BILIPS
= policiass who poddle ethuic conflict or ethnic poace to shere
= S vois bank Rather, the need is 7or su hstantive demoerine
selioess amd mmnsformation ol political cultire snd econvmic
sieeings and insttutions (including the staie s coercive PEEALLS)
S b pereruted and fuclled multiple conflicrs and much of the
wislente over twenty yean,

TBe dominance of {he World Bark in the post-conflic
smeonstruction industry and the manner in which 3 range of
sructural adjustmenis projects fmcluding the recent|y stymmed
hour Bl are heing pushed through parliament as the peace
peocess tokes contre sibee 99 national palitics may sypguest
Shemwise. Structural adjustenents usually mean thet things rmus)
S8 Worse before they get-bener if ever . Things petling worse
wsunlly mean anothar evile of corflict that is very anl e stop
once staried. as Darby s noted. The timing of these interventions
N tie fong-term may lead o increased levels of unemployment,
spiratimg cost of essential servives and iving and the unrivelling
of the peace process by spailers who exploit popular dissffec!jon.
Arzentita, whate niots and sacial lnreer has becurred in the witke
of massive neo lberal reform, sounds 2 WD 16 18 all,

My purpose here is not 1o decry all reform. Cemainly reforn in the
snergy. elducation, publicand social sectvrs tnd Sdmiinistesive snd
gokcTmance structures is necossary. The point, however. is that the
neo-Tibersl agends may nol be thie miost Approprinte Ty pe ol refrrm.
What s2ems o be forgonen in the posi-conflict ind dev elopmantal
emphasis on good governance (based on the model snd Inngunge
of corporate governance despite Arthur Anderson, Eriron and the
expandmg of corporate scandals) is that instilutions are cmbeddad
m social, eultueal nod politcal proccss, The formalist focus
mstitutions and constitutions often reduce demmocrncy 1o actually
existing free market democracy and iy result i s ew evele of
Waras peace spotlers use thegsicvance of spiral lins costs of living
and red! and percerved ingresses in economic EC i Fies Lo upses
the peace,

Finally, the question semains: will humanitarisn and posi-cin flict
aid etfectively subsudize SAPs and the couniry § ndiustment to
Global Capital{ism)? As the varieus MPs tour Switrerland. € anads
ele., for constitutional models they may as well read Stighirr and
visit third world Letin American counsries in conflict and [iss
cotillict situations that have a far closer arolile and leam fram
ecanamic debite and debacles inthat region. ot o mention A fea
What mformed eritical debate in those COUnIes may suggest s
that after almost two decades of armed violence fn 8 1 anka

19

butldimg  sustaingble peace would entail paliticu! and economic
reform girred at schieving subsiuntive mather than ritnal or
procedural demoeracy ind the need for re-distribulive justice. By
substantive demoeracy what is meant here is, econamic and secial
g5 well gs civil and political aspects of democrutic practica:

Acstriking example of the fathare tw conneet the issues of saoil
Justice with political séform is evident how the property rohis
of displaced people are being addressed as i the pattern ol vinlence
und displuceinent in the agrarkan pessant communitics had no
relationship 1o prior competition over Jand benveen Peasants of
the various ethnic comeunities, und issues 0f Jand settlement and
redistribution. Redistribution hus been o fundarmenta! nepeetaf
peace processes in Cualemals and El Salvador and ather parts of
the world. In Zimbatwe (he failire 1o address the issue of land in
tha tirst mstance arguable has Toelled the recent land disputes from
which Mugabe has made politicul capital. The post-canflic
settlemient in Sri Limka 1f il i5 to be sistsinable in shon must ‘uke
i account issves of poverty wnd property rather than seeking Lo
extend the interests of international corpurations. In short, the seace
process will have to balance the right of retum of the tindividial)
preperty ol the displaced with the new (gollestive) allotment of
tarriory that the war hns wffecied and rotions of individu righits
with notions of collective or s0¢iil properry.

Eimally 1) seems a propos o quile A manva Sen, ancther Nobel
Prize winnimg cconomist 5 réspomsic 1o question by o Pakislan
Journzlist at the Labore based Do

lournalist: Conditions imposed by internatiens] finaneial
institutions somctines Prevenl racipienl coyntries, even
democracies; framucting i (ae interesiy of thetr ewn peaple How
can this problem be solved?

Sen: | think that s & comrect diagisis, tough things vsed o he
even warse thun they are today, In the past, condiclons impoced by
the M snd the World Bank proved guire Lommerproduenive msleid
OF serving the interesss of the pooe. They ollem saw cxpendilre oo
such things as education and tatrition] supplementation through
chempening of food as burcaucratic, poyernmental ox penidinire thar
fitiders & country's effors wwards econamic development This
15, af course. s mistake, But ihe undersianid e Bas improved in the
ause of the Bunk under the leadership of James Wellsrsoln,
However, some of the Bank's praciices nay not be entiely in
dceprdance with his guidelines and of course, there is riced Tur <he
IMF 10 seize these issues more f Hy

Sen sounds uptiniistie 1hst the Bank can learn front the pask We
will have 1o wait and see and meonitor what' Being said on the
Pedee prowvess i the sereets of Colwinbo and in the pust-conflicl
zones of the north and cast, Already there are stams thal some pesple
are becoming nostalgic for the war coonumy, when the cocr of
living wus less burdensome than it ie Today as the neoliberal peaue
loams on the horizon, n the meantime. it may be relevant to do a
conflicl analysis of the posconfict teconernicton pickage by
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analyzing links betwezn the macro-policies of development NoLes
including Sals and cveles of violence, Sri Lanka simply cannot
afford another cycle of conflict berween its diverse ethpic and The previous UNP government had managed to sustain grovwth
religions commumities that co-existed in relative peace [or Centunes. | yndwage war, but by Bllawing 3 stratéey ol containng the conflist,
before the World Developmeant mdustry led by the Bretton Woods | and limited war
msiitutions and the miernational milivary mdustand compleX came | 21 was nored that the Governmient: s estimate was in underestirmate
ulong. of total defense expenditure, after the vartous militnry seevice

seelors were aocotinted.
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PROPOSAL TO RESUME JUDICIAL HANGINGS

We vew with deep dizmoy thie proposasl o remitradives judicinl executions-afier & lapse of over GunTer of a grntury

We nie vertainty conpemed with enime coitral and low enfirreemeil. ahel spreciile thee serious faw and geder polilem fucing the |
anthinilies, Bt the death peaalne s ng dnswer I

Sawhere hosthe deutl pesalty tos opposed 1o other pumishments suckas donge-lerm o amprisonment) beers shiswn o bave oy specil
puswer Lo deter anm. On ke contriey, 10 divens altention frant the real salution, whieh is promprand efheient investigetion af crme folliwed
by alfesive proseritiom imil cimdalion. T ereientdatlerreml o crime v e Skl daal affenders will e ppprelisndid capvicid dnd
PefEhEe A el witieh B fackine 78 edr ceimiimal pysiee st South Afeio o faefemrenn ot fune (RS Hncnieh ol feven memthies of Hie
et fenedvimgl Cnms, weting Sepniete fuactmmeed Sl e cvofh pera 0 ool

The dewth penolly 45 irreverstble, aed bs knowit o haye redulivd inthe execaton of fnooeent persorte. T England aline there have baes
aninnber ol proved instances of wrongfil comictnns Being ot pside mimy years liler. Chn we sy thal ol s nyestizative, ldweniorcsment
iyl lenal susteiis are cuch thal e is po rail prasibility O innocent porsans being convicied mmid feipegonts boing snged ] 111s pracmey
cakes it mestly shock public opindon thit there 15 prossure on the police 1o somehew make armests and ensure conviclions. Miscarmages of
Tustice, af wiiteh the poor and the disadvamaged are the mose J'rlmh wictims, Can tiever he reciified.  As Seoromre Genentd of the LN ) {1
A hing saide | Dhee fondetture of Tl b doo algalune, do frrovdesi e, far (e porios o beftio e ot canoatior e whed baged b ol i

prciess, Lo stater phar Sl wse gie divah peaaliy si Hhirie Feiemad Tt g ey Ton e .'.l'.'-.:" Teriil Bagpiek wiithy pemiorae koo G055t faté o
Feradisirnr thelir i ik iule

{i1s the responsibilitg ol imenlipbiened legislature to-give the lead wowamds the sdieption of ratlensl dtd homine appridches 1o 1he ils
of seciery. There isareent noed forare ol amd serions studsy ol erine i S Larke and tie problems of mvestietion and lew enlicement. 'We
urue thal escoutions s Be resumed under any cheumariness, pind thal insteud renl solitions 1o vielenn crime, botly shert gimd long form, he
:denhf’ed and pursued.

6l Signateries of academics, liwyers, doctors and activists
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