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what can literaturc do that social science cannot?
Literature, understood,if you allow me the conccit, not
as a noun,but a verb, not as a material object, but as a
method, as synonymous with reading and the text,
allows one to learn from the problems it stages: at its
strongest, most articulate,most imaginative, it presents
problems, and not answers (xi: emphasis added).

This implies, unlike anthropology or other social sciences,
the “problems” that literature prescnts do not demand
interpretation or explanation or even analysis; what it
demands is that intervention within the conceptual terrain of
the Sri Lankan political debate, without trying to turn to Sri
Lanka. One can inugurate such intervention by abiding by a
place (for cxample: Sri Lanka).

Ismail empathically says that his “study is directed at
Sti Lankans,” understood as those who abide by the country.
Italso addresscs (in the strict sense) disciplinary practitioners
and Westerners, and wants them to change the way they
conceive of Sri Lanka and their velation to it (p.3). This
study invites one not to continue to objectify Sri Lanka but
to take on the difficult and challenging task of speaking to it,
abiding by it.

For Ismail the * task is intellcctual, not activist:
interventionary, not interpretive” (27p.) and it cannot be done
through empiricism (anthropology/history) but through
“postempiricism” (literature). In this sense, postcoloniality
whosc contemporary stale remains authorized by empiricism

— must become postempiricist in term of rc-evaluating its
own rclation to and reliance on history. The future of
postcoloniality, as he proposes, would have to be the future
of postempiricism. Tn other words what Ismail demands from
us 1s to understand Sri Lanka non-empirically or morc
presiscly understand it as a “text”. Tn my vicw, Sri Lanka
has 1o be understood not just as text but as a textual as well
as empirical problem, a problem for liberal democracy itself.
The question is does democracy inhabit peace? Can such
thinking produce a ‘lasting peace’, in any scnse, in a country
like Sri Lanka.?

In chapter 1 he discuss the possibility of reconceptualizing
the question of peace in Sri Lanka and to do that he proposes
the need of retheorizing the concept of postcolonilality from
the perspective of current (non-Eurocentric) disciplinary
moment. Chapter 2 and 3 attempt to dehistoricize both Tamil
and Sinhala nationalist historics by (re)reading the work of
Kingsley de Silva and Jeyaratnam Wilson. In contrast to de
Silva’s and Wilson’s nationalist reading of history, Ismail
quite cleverly brings two fictional readings, Sivanandan’s
novel “When Memory Dies’ and *“Rasanayagam’s Last Riot”,
in Chapter 4, to make history irrelevant in understanding the
question of peace in Sri Lanka. In doing so, Tsmail redefines
the minority perspective as a conceptual space that opens up
the possibility for distinction without domination. This text
without doubt has produced new conceptual/ theoretical
terrain for our understanding of peace and conflict abiding
by a place, Sri Lanka. [

Nimesh Muthiah, Wesley Muthiah’s son speaks at the
Commemoration meeting, for Wesley
Muttiah & Sydney Wanasinghe.
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Young Socialist Publications

Books edited by Wesley Muthiah and Sydney Wanasinghe
Available @ Suriya Bookshop

Wesley Muttiah and Sydney Wanasinghe
were honored at a commemoration meeting organised by
the Social Scientists' Association at the N.M. Perera Centre
on 13th November 2007,
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Perera Hussein Publishing House
www.ph-books.com
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CARL YASMINE CHRISTINE S. DAVID
MULLER GOONERATNE WILSON BLACKER
Macabre tales by Commonwealth An extraordinary | Gratiaen Prize
Sri Lanka’s most Writers Prize 2007 - | memoir by 2004 — shortlist;
prolific story teller | shortlist; internationally 2006 State Lit.
who has won the 2008 Dublin IMPAC | renowned author | Award - Winner;
Gratiaen & State Award - long list Christine Spittel 2007 Dublin

Lit Award. Wilson IMPAC - long list
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Padura’s Werld
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ASHOK NIHAL AMEENA ASITHA
FERREY DE SILVA HUSSEIN AMARASEKERA
Gratiaen Prize Winner of the State | Winner of the To be released in
short list. Debut Lit Award, 2007. State Lit Award 2008 - Charming
collection of Fun filled, 2005. Eclectic collection of
humorous stories | mischievous tales of | stories by Gratiaen | stories by 2007
that tops the best | village life. and Man Asia BAFTA award
seller charts. nominated author. | winner
Available at leading booksellers island-wide and everywhere books are sold.
SOON: shop on-line for these and other fine Sri Lankan books. www.ph-books.com

48

Digitized by Noolaﬁgryﬂundation. Printed by Karunacatoe & Sons Lid.,
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



