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S0 Lanka waus @ forcrunner in implementing nen-fibceal
ceonomic policics in 1977, which lod to fhe seming upa FTZ
avccarly ax [975, Subsequently a couotov-wide marosenl
induisliy proecaie wis se-up o ealend e developmenial
beitelils" of the zlobal zarment industicy into tural
curcunutiiiss of S Lenka. Yet the ways in which the giohal
gasrnent indivilry production facilivies were adapted and
promoted was not mercly A respanse (o @colomis
inperatives, There were alse pelitical ond culivial processes
il pliy. with oee browehn te our aliendion through the insiehtful
bovks by Sundvs Hewamanne snd Caittrin Fyneh, These
atithors showe hon the activiticz of the glabal garment fndnsny
have to be serutinized for the ways in which thay abaps and
influcnze the social, gonder and enltieal palicics,

The nea-lileral and opesnarkel pohicies adopled by Gie So
Lanbon pevernmenl from 1977 onwards also inadvertenthy
ushered in an cra of political tormcil, yoarh insarrgecion,
vinlenes and an ethnic war, 1 ench paints o laow the politicnl
raspanae tn thiz stacc oFaffaies was 1o foou 3 an jiow modermily
coild be reconciled willy cwliuml wieaniv, e “modermity
wiflythe cellucal turm” S vomen aee Iregoently deplngsed
s syvmbols ol the nubion, Lyonch shows how dhe $arment
Factory Programume (€£3FP) was promored 33 means theough
which tha ineral and phorswal discipline of capialism could
vz erapzimitted 1o the villaoes while protectne Lie wood nume
of wacking womels, This as the suthuer shows, way croctul
[ur Jocal subjects to make senzc of zlabal procesacs.
Heswamannc shows similar prrocesses at play, She underdines

now The quest foe Sl Ladka’s developient and muedernily 15

35

eapessed treoah miocal and culiueal Thopes of Swdala-
Budabism even withig e TTZ: My ol lier respoaid=as,
witlch sovulved Jactory managers, parenls. Dwclore norses,
pgvernment of ficials, MO0 activisls, and women workers,
hoped for a “developmont and modomity widt moral reins
in taet” (Hewsmanne 20070 po 13). Because both andhiog
wioe nupot hese culioral discourses. ey show how ey
Ly allel Lhe shaping of wimen's senss of sclf, and 2) shape
the spaces within which their quest for atonomons ageney
and negatiation ot alteenative idoneitics io theic eversday lives
arc aametimes ciegunstthed by these discounes.

Tlewinanne and Lynch hone inon muolb-seadar sites Tor Lhietr
(e ldwark, which wak carmed out for cxmnzive porinds of
time whors hioth anthors wers forimnate i access ostahlished
Earment fastories duving their fieldwark peimod. Far
Hewaniare, e shop Boor boaidige heuses, fomoal peelics.
ualveusal soctal vutings, end villaxe homes wre the spaces [or
eritivul interventions. | ynch similarly znnss inon the ways
in which production i incalized by cngaging with the national
polities of the GFI, paternalist pelities of the wackplice il
er erpgiaibyan voderstindiog the panoplic quadiiies of
village conimmmiies as siles of surveillance und cenicol

chigsegueiiiby, both bovks are ethnopraphically rich sauh
saany Uleminetive ilustrations showing kow seomen workers
wreutively twist and subvert their (somatimes ) exploictive,
scxually fraught and socialby stigimatized Jobs aad livig
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Thruugh the numerous cxamples used by these fominist
wuthors, we are shown hovas women are frequencls deploved
am symhbnlz of the nation; Tpoch shows b fhe GIFT wae
promated as e aeougte which e morsl and phesical
dizciplioe of cupitalism could be tranamitied tn the villages
while protscting the *gond name” ot working women, Bven
ay FUL warkers are stigmatized a3 “loose wapen™,
Howamannz shoew o they moa iranisally express Luyalis
tadaminant selbial dissouress, Therelore even though she
recends e mony auts and inomenls of dsmuption o middle
claza notions of “respeetability” snd undorline how they gain
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an oppositional consciousness, they are largely rendered
meaningless when in their village spaces. Hence pointing to
- moments of “ambivalent empowerment” in their working
and everyday lives,

The larger point which both authors point to through their

research is that by depicting (largely Sinhala-Buddhist
culture) as authentically located and morally pure, the class
and gender divisions which exist within the country tend to
be obscured. The social dynamics which emerge from
discourses of purity and authenticity mattered within the
factory floor because gendered concerns regarding
respectable working girls and norms of femininity get
invoked to discipline and instil managerial paternalism, which
~in turn deploy gendered social hierarchies. Both these
thoughtful contributions hence uncover how the stigma of
factory women workers needs to be understood for its
complexities. By using the prism of cross-cutting social,
cultural, economic, and political contexts, both authors shows
how the attempt “to make economic globalization consistent
with Sri Lankan cultural practices” (Lynch 2007, p. 241-242)
ended-up being a crucial attribute of Sri Lanka’s economic
modernization process. Yet the working and daily lives of
factory working women also highlight how their identities
evolve and are discursively constructed into creative subject
positions where ambivalences over nation, modernity and
globalization get played. As such we are made to understand
the complex and uneven ways in which factory working
women’s experiences are neither “nimble fingers” nor
“powered to choose” — i.e, they are neither passive victims
nor necessarily empowered in sustained ways (Elson and
Pearson 1981, Kabeer 2000, respectively). Their studics,

therefore, raise important and interesting questions about how
we understand the geographies of labour and control.

My only quibble with th ese thorou gh and engaging texts was
the omission of a historical analysis of Sri Lanka’s labour

~ movement and how this is likely to have borne upon the very

issues which that both authors underscores. Jayawardena’s
(1972) analysis shows how the country’s labour history was
enmeshed in the (cultural) politics of gender, (ethno-) nation
and modernity, which is likely to have a bearing many
decades later upon the construction of factory working
women’s subjectivities, too. Historically situated analysis
would of course have implications for general social science
debates. Paying more attention to the historico-geographical
context may have nuanced these already thorough and
illuminating studies even further.
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* This review is an amended and shorter version of individual
book reviews done for Progress in Human Geography and Political

Geography respectively. !

Dr. Rﬁ\vanpura's article in Polify Vol. 4, No. 4 “Shifting Theories: Partial P,ei'spectives
on the Househoid” is a shorter amended version of a paper which appeared in the
Cambridge Journal of Economics, 2007, 31(4), pages 525-538.
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