IN MEMORTAM

SYDNEY WANASINGHE

T. I'ereva

S fedlowing & Tiewrt attwek, un 28 Apeil 20007 a0 Ris home al
willnwatle, Colombo He waz 75 woais old, Ie de survived

T T wile Wanatha, dazghter imalke aud o orendzhild o

IIe hud been in faiting Eaadih for sorne time, shich atfacied
fis physical mevaments bal lell unteazzhed My e lous
meiedy, [l2 was o beom lor simggling wrilers researehing
the Jefl muavemnzne

Syaney was bore at Raddolusa, Seeduwa on 16 February
1952, the ann ot Lowie Wanasinghe, @ schaed principal and
Jumis Neamasinghe, Svdiey vas edocatad atSe Mare’s Collame,
Mezembo, 51 Juzeph’s Onllege, Coleanba and 8T hamas®
College, Muan Lovinia. He joinsd the LSSP while siill a
university seucent in the eark 19510,

Haz was the live-wire ol o grenp of swnasamaiizts wrho
distributed v puny newspapers on the Peradeniyy campos.
Thage were the pre-und past-Hartal duye: when the [LS5T
duerinuisd campus palines Sydisy and his camrads s would
colleclt hundics of (he LYSF wecklics ar the Perdemiva
ruibaray station ad sogare inostrocr sales o Iandy

Afier hie produstion Sypdoey served as o feacher o Cagey
Codleas, Colemba, and igse wo be hcadmesies, T 19359 e
mermed Mipitha, 8 leachier al 31 Michasls, Polwatie, wha
later gavs up teaching. In the 19008 Syidiey was back ar
Peradeniya o oblain o reschers” dipleme in education, Ha
wik il sotive inothe reachecs” tnode wnion.

WUR

In |95k he nemminated by ke pdarty occontes) (e
Wellawulte Marthward of ae Ch{C, e sucezaded Tog Teisnd
Une party comiride Qemund Javarame a: the LIS
repreacatalive for tis ward:  In the menicipal by-clocricn
Thiat zaisusd Svdney won the 2030 which be held il 1905,

L the heady varsiny days Sedney had reaned v with Viuve
Vidyasagara aod Suravana Baghawan (Ragey ), edilors al the

wdney Wanasinghe, the veleran LSSE activist Sicd | Smnasmnadsd I the yoars m 2o they were drawm more

closiely sagerhar Rag oy bepan publishing Marxise classics i
oamphlat towy wnder the gtar pross imprint,.  Exentuelly
Sydaey ook over where Bazey Loy o and Blossomod uy s
peeriess publishar of It boals,

Hz pablishd o seciss al writings of Rosg Luaeibure o
ing Spariaoey Fropratogs, Socic! Redvrm ar Nevelorion,
Tt is Looneriiae The Mgy Steike and the deiines Pangdile
feliree edifions )y and Tealsly™s works: M Rtiokt fronn S
Marvige aod Soivnce, The Prodlems of Liv, The Sirmgude

Jow Seere Power wod Whirker fenia,

He also anitiuted the popular Foemg: Socialise serics, the
publicatinn of which coleided with the erncreenos of e
e lring tendenicy in the LSS om the eve of the purty spid in
1904 Al thal tme be opened 4 sales collet — Suriya
Bockshup. He siso collabarated with Hagey inowriting 2
Biwzraphy ol Leon Tearsky, which be trunsbsted 2nd pablizied
i Sinbala in 1900, He also published & cneple of books by
Chies Giwovara in Sinbali.

Fo ez alteemuth of the cleetecal Jefeal of the S1LER in the
izl LD, s cnalition allies, the LSSE und the CF nnleazliz
acampeign ot chauvizisae, TLwas ke lero Spdoey to dosument
T the P8 rhe wigee of dreediul diznihes thal appeared in the
FAET and I8 prass.

Swdney wis oae o the signalories o e resalntion moved by
Fourtedn contral couned] rmembors gt the pany coolsrence in
fumz T4 which appused the resolaiion of the Jeadership o
enfar s eaakilon government lad by toe SLET Their resolition
was detaated by un oversshelming poarsin and thay qoit the
P55 b Turn the LASP-I Svduey Liter rejoined the pamy.

Uraler the STEP-led coalilion government (1970-731, in
which the 1551 Tield threes miniatrics, Sydnsy served as
progect e in the Nadonal Savings Baok, sod the Seate
iz il des Curporaon.
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In the: 1990 he [ormed 4 publishing panase:hip with Wesley
Murtiah, 1 Sydney was a conple ol vears younger thaw bis
collaborator Wesleyl: They emburked an publishing
documentary enllactions: Feivin, Werkd Re Tieo and the
Samiorarngiist (1996 wd Vhe Sracegiedle Affair 11998
reprinfed w 20061, The Farkad of T953 (3002, 1he Caie for
Socteisg (2O, Socilis) Women of Svi Lok ( 20067, T
Langwiages, (ae Nofion, One Natian, Tn Fagieores (2006},
u cotloction nt speeches by Colvin B, de Silvag State Laowage
“Cussteokn, spesches inpearliament by N M, Perera and Fdmuad
samarabkody, moa Sinhaia translafion by Sydney (19535 and
200G, woed w re-publication w2006 of Mudred Dy v

Cendon unidee Muerial Love by Armand de Souza, onthe 1915
coTnimnal ficls,

Sone of e buaks wore prompled by anmiveisieies of
workiny vl stnigples speazheaded by the TSSE, and birth
cenlgnuriey of the el lonunarsy, Thanks 1o thie initiative
they have ensvred that the material they pleansd from e
paity alchives 1 not Forgatten  Bpdoey was preparing 2
myeiniir ol bas Tricnd Bagey when the Mol day came,

Three memdhs later Wesley Muttiah, aftor 8 brief illues. puesed
ey i Landow cud At i

New Arrivals from Wamen Unlimited

Books by Kamla Bhasin

s

At the Suriva Bookshop
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