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government has achieved a goal which no other government
would have dared: the de-merger of the Northern and Eastern
provinces. Tamil nationalists for long held the belief that the
merger of the two provinces was a non-negotiable principle in
any political settlement, Acknowledging this Tamil nationalist
claim, the Indo-Lanka Accord of July 1987 proposed the merger
of the two provinces. They were temporarily merged a few
months later. The de-merger occurred in 2006 when the
Supreme Court, in a determination of a petition filed by the
JVP, held that that temporary merger was illegal.

The third is about the position concemihg the LTTE’sroleina

possible negotiated solution to the ethnic coaflict. The
government does not believe, neither does it hope for, any
negotiations with the LTTE. The military defeat and the
elimination of the LTTE from the politic-military equation

seems to be the government’s thinking, aithough there may be
some who question the viability of this goal. Those who pursuz-

the objective of peace without the LTTE treat the LTTE as the
‘absolute enemy’ of the Sri Lankan state. In this thinking, the
LTTE is the main obstacle to peace in Sri Lanka, and that
obstacle has to be removed and it has to be removed through
military conquest. :

The fourth component is derived from both the second and the
third. Tt entails pragmatic political deals with the non-LTTE
Tamil militant groups while the military thrust against the LTTE
is proceeding. The tirst phasc of this new strategy has been
successfully implemented in the de-merged Eastern province,

with the active participation of the group called ¥hamnil Makkal

Vidudalai Puligal (TMVP), which broke away fromithe LTTE
~afew years ago. One of the key military successes of the state

“against the LTTE in recent years has been the successful '

exploitation of the LTTE’s internal split in order to oust the .

LTTE’s military presence from the Eastern province. The s
government, on the heel of this military success in the Eastern ™
province, seems to have swiftly moved in the direction of
politically conselidating that gain, by holding provincial council -

-elections to the province. The ruling party even entered intoan .
- electoral coalition with the TMVP. At the provincial elections

held in last May, the government-LTTE coalition won a majority
in the Council. President Rajapakse wasted no time to appoint
Pillayan, {le ex-LTTE leader of the TMVP as the Chlef MIHISICT
of the Provmce

 How can one assess the e.fﬁcacy of this new policy of the Sri - '

Lankan government? Obviously, it is too early to say anything

with any certainty, because a major component of the
government strategy still remains incomplete. That is about

the role of the LTTE in the conflict as well as in any conflict’

resolution process. The government wants to neutralize the
LTTE and remove it from the equation of the conflict. That
obviously requires a long drawn out war. That war is going on
in the North. It is quite clear that the LTTE is not interested in
returning lo negotiations, as much as the government does not
want any talks as such with the LTTE. Can the Sri Lankan
gconomy, fdced with a new crisis precipitated by the rising -

petroleum prices and spiraling inflation, continue to fund *
another protracted phase of the war? The government seems 10

~ think it can, as long as there is no mass protest and oppos1t10nal

mobilization on economic issues.

s At present, the odds appear 1o bc in favour of the government, -
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