REMEMBERING A SOCIALIST PIONEER
SELINA PERERA — THE RELENTLISS
REVOLUTIONARY

Charles Wesley Frvin

mosel Lanka the historic leaders of e O 1Le# a6l Iram

large in the panthoon of nutional heroes. el aof all the
oluneery lave recatved their dus credit, O such “Torgallen
soidier’” 1@ Eelipg Pereras Sk wing 2 tounding momber and
fromt-lne leader of the Lanka Soc Seioaja Paty (LS5
Shies et oo bnaiz with her comnrades in 1947 Lo parlieipate it
the Indppendance struogls After the war, Seling chase W
reri o in Inddia for the rost of her ble, Aehaoe Lo e
revulutiomany ideals of her yoach, | hed the privilege of
mestine her o Calénita e 19740 She wrag a reloarlass
revolutionsry who deserves o be remeenbered dod honcred.!

Formtive Years
S fna Mergurel Peirte was biooon 1909 in Badulla. Her
father, reputed w be onc af U wealthest lagdowness i
Llwa Prescinee, wanted his ehildron e get a guod Caehish
educetion, He seql Scling rootha local Carcholic Canvent
schowl, where she eprped o repoEiion as Badimla®s brighoest
stavdent, Adter conmpleine ber ey 2dusation, Seling wont
oy Muzacis Clollege 1n Colombe, vne o the girly’ schiools
that the 'Theosophists Tounded o Coeyvlon w promuls o
Guddlis revival.

A Lot pazeing oul ol Muzaeus, Selibg contliged heesdnearion
ar the tozal Lniversioy Oillegs. Pette aod albactve, she wiae
i ronand wire-framed cyeo legses which gave ker o sludivos
lonk. A eonrcmprary rerncmbers her us n sl sensilive,
pnapoiled, and inrcliigent woman.™® Atracted tn the steme,
shie nonde her debat af thwe Royal Collegs theate playing the
fecid molie o e Kz s Tt i oo by thie Trisl Thasophist,
lames Hemry Cousing. whio was chen professar of Englist at
Wadias 1 lniversing?

Selinn sturted ber Gacgsr as d beagher ar tie Buddhist (1irls
Crullegs in Mount Lavioia wod becauws ifs st prineipal. s
she was nnt coatent simply W teach, Like sy edociisd
vorth af rhar fima, Nelina wan awakeninge o the call of
priapessive paticnalisnm. The frecdom movoment o India
revarberuled o Cevlon Gandln launshad 3 mass civil

&

disohediznoe campaign ui 1930, The tellowing wear nostive
vonng (Cavionese nationalise lanschad their oo Yauth
League movomert to press the Tight for complete
independence (ol the Tozal clite retused 2o support. much
Iz55 load. Helng pened the Souds Colamlo Yeaxrh Leaguz
and hiarsd prbitical meatings st her school o e svenings.
She wns one of e ™New Wornen ' ol the period — indepeid=ol
edyeiied, conrazeons and politicelly sty as wene Curolins
Coumsweardenar  Adonvpillat, Darcen IYoum)
Wickremasinabie, Suaun de Silva and lator Vivioane
L mmaveaTdone.

I Jale 1932 Thilip Guaawardena, the tather ol Cevlan
Maradsm, e jeined the Sooth Calombe Youth Foague,
Philin had become a socialist durige L studenl vears in
A nuerica and then spant the nest [ive veure 10 Londan weedbaeg
writh the British Cormmunist Paroy, anlil he was expelled Do
suppaiting Trotsky against Stalin? (fiven his depth ol
caperisnee wod irurense chuiwlza, Philip quickly heeame
the driving lorce behind the South Colombe Yoet Leagus.
Seling gradualby was stracued ty Murism.”

Radival Protest

- Cleyvlom, ke overywhors elaz in Lhe Tmpies, the Tirilish
I_.:::_Tah]i:.hm::n'r czlzhrarcd Armisvice Day wich jingotsiic
petzitales, formal Baoguers wieh foasrs ro Her Metesoe and all
thie pests The Ladies sold poppies and donared rhe preeceds ro
war velerins Some gaticonalists complained thar rhe
Crelonass viterans gol che shorl end of the stk Tn 2851
Aclian Parcra, an cx-sorvicomen, sfariod a cwaoe s voraing
ol the venpeien. o which Cerlonese yeluntee iz sold e
siepdver (oot ond guve the procesds we Ceylonsse veleris
The Sond: Colambe Youth Leazue enthustastouliy poined
the nesxr Suriva Mzl protese. Seling and her comrades
radicalized and ronk nvor the commiee.” “Heetalar vour
iefusal to enconrspe participation i Imperidlial War"
dechomd G lr imifesio, "Every Suriya Mala i34 hlow arainst
Irmperizherm, Tascisoo, aod 5™ Io the comaxs of thar time,
thiz wias shockme, Mice middle-close Cerloness s
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weTen L supnosad robe handine sut lzat?ors that svuoded ke
thew'd been wiillen i Moscow:

1933 0 adarn epidersic v the lJamd Phe povornmienl
fespoose wuk tardy and more thao L0 perished o pwe
months alone. Tha Suifya Mal activists organized thelc own
prwssToars reliaf sanapuden. Selina trokksd frogn ane siio ken
willage o ihe ueal, distributing medicine wal feod Sha saw
habies suching the hreases of their Jead mothzrs, and Ttz
tiled with corpszs. The experisnce stoked ber anzoratl suciul
wrustice und siffened her resolve o Gche for the aplifl of the
1 HETTE

I the course of this wark she hesune clase with 2 folloe:
st Mal aetbvist, 2036 Parera. o handsome iniversity
Tecuger who had just saened s doctorere ar the Lesdon
Suhioe] of Eeommmics,. Tle wis une of Fhiti: Casveearndenas
tevoless. A swoer ramance svon develnped. Their relutions kip
wils intertwrined with their palitics froon the st

The Red Party

In U35 rhe Brulish povemment anpeonced that cleations
wonnid b Tield e the State Chuneil sl the Tollawing vear,
sefmiaand hee commudes decided tha the me was sppariuoe
o bamnely w socielist parey, [o December 1935 Seling
Participsted in the foondiog conlerence of the LSS The party
binnmed with swaqthfil ideahism. She was elected 1 the
Cenwal Cormmittes wd served a5 the potys treasiren”
Cierring, off 1o & rouring seert, rhe LIS Relded faur candidiles
in rhe elsciions. Sziing stompsd with 8.0, Perera in
Rl Much o he shock of the essablisiiment, they
toppled the wealthy and powsrtnl incutbsnt, Philip
Cumawardena alsa vun in Avisswactla, wheps his family was
wrll ko qod reepectod. Coonawardena snd Porors yasd
tha Srate Couneil brillianrly Lo broadeast thaic political
messags o the penple and o Behl Gor reforms thal would
herezr e Jot ol the pear

O 6 March, 19306, Seline and N, Persra maricd. I 4
Eemise then wene flso murricd fo the LESF Both had dedicaed
thair lives Lo the cansz. She was o parey leader i ber own
vight aumd hed a big influesoe o his politieal $uicess. ¥ She
weils regrarded as Mone ol the most able and vl eomen in
the porie™”

In LY 3 youoyr Avstralian. Mark Dracesivdle, arrived in
Cayliat o leam the planting business. He felt sy For the
estite laburers and contacled the LYS9 The pary decided
Lhuatl this callows woud with pinkizh Comwunist sympathics

i

el bie put Lo proved wse. Seting pod her comrades aeganized
tp=at i ralhios in i plantation districws acwhic® Brpeegindle
wauhd thundereaainst v Pliler Bt The governmen issusl
w departation ardor against e rabble-rouser Seling Loyl
awey roie im tkdmg Lo from the palice. The muly cleverle
wirmed “the Braveeirdle AUair™ inta 5 capse colebre. Whon
nxwis Hoathy departad in 1938, Seling was ul the jormy o ses
aum off,

Al this pohlichy posde Selire’s parents ansiaus Tler fither
nllered o pay forber wogo e England aod sel her deomes 18
solig god her comrades sas s as an cpportmity, They
decided tht she shoold 2o 10 Englund., work with tho By iisl
Trulskviats, and thels visil Leen Trotsky ac Bis reluge in
Pcxion an ned wie home. And snin 1933 s waid Eesvdhve
weher hisbeud, family, and cominddes and Ser off om b
i s&in,

Miszion to Mexiva

eling snroiled at rhe Schoeol of Orzntal angd Africun

Studizs, whizhwas porl ol the University of Tandun, She
studied -Sanskeit and Polis the lenguage-al ths ancicn:
Theravuda Buddbust canon. In Junc 1939 she comploted aer
DA deoree in Ido-Arun Languages with a Lovesr Sacand
Clisy Tlomors. -

Masnwhile, Seling worked closaly with the local Teotskvist
gioups and stayad for a while with Charlie Van Geldersen,
whe waz ome of the delegutes to the founding conleroncs of
the Lol Terevysiionad in Paris in Seplembaer Y24 Thewigh
vastly autiyubered on the 124, the Brdsh Frackyvisg wepe
engaged o Oeree pelitical war with the Conmugist Parly.
Ating and Eereomeades denvunced the erimes of Lhe
Staliists. In the USSR Stalin wus carmving cul the Cmear
Terror. Ho staged the infamess Moscew Lals in ord=r o
elimivgtz sl remaining rivals. In Spaio the Salinisr a0t
murdcied the Trolskyiatz and otber Iefllists fighring Franco.
Aust gs Trotsky pradicred, fhe counlemrevolinziang: v polizy ol
thie Stalinists in Spain Jed we che defear of (e Repablic and
2l the srape for e pesl world war,

IS preceiber 939 Brirzia decluesd war om Cesindny, Seling
Mad o centimes her misshon posthaste, Arriving in New York
the: following month, she made o bes ling roothe Socibisl
VYWearkers Party (SWPY, hie Auperican saction of the Tourth
Bitermutivnul. wha welcomed ber with ppen acns. The SWE
newEnUpRee prioted her srtatement of oppesition ra the
“imperialist war'™ On 2 November, she briclad the memies
of the Tnterpational Excogtive Comnmtitees nf fhe Tourth
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Intermutivoal we XN Tocl Cie Thte et paind, the teasers
ot the Fourth irwermaaanal e budiog: Teedalos loinselD Gido’t
know thar they cven had suppartors o Cey lon, mic o menian
that they led the hegerrnnic parly of the edl.

The S%T tade e awziugaents for hoe rip i Ceyeacdn, a
subiirh of Moxioo £y whers e Troeky s wers Liviee a
procriong i lite, When she reached Sun Antenin, Texis,
sl sent Trutshy o shent lofter asxing ta be mat-ac ths bos
Lerminal in Mesdvo Cily, ®Tda pol think yon will have sny
dillicuhy in adenuline e, 10 vau Leak g Sor a breen-
skmnad fomate i o seanges coslums!™ " Thweeer, sl was
stappad arthe bavder in Laredn ona vise echnicalily: Deeply
discaesd. she svare o Trotsky Trom Califomia four days
Lter: "1 wiae pedug Tantby Fongen] fo abanden ooy i)y to Mexizo
and forewo perhiapsthe vae clisoce e Liefoie of mienting
w1 She e mirhe A Slalhineel wseassan coocdered Tratsky
imi s homni leas than o veur later. She often Ll Ber comrades
thar migzing st one apportoity o meet Trotsky way the
preaics | disappaanlwent of here lifg

Fighting tn the Froot Ranlk

R‘n:'l,u_'j:.j_unéI fe e doag i gy 1R Selina plonged nack
e packy wiork Followiog the Trotslovist ling, the 1557
tefuzod Lo supporsthe Brdsh war ellort Selim onee aaain
hocaine a tuntiliar igore on purty pletlmms, In the Slate
o] her osoand and Fhitip $aenocsacdenassarad againar
the wear bud gt wnd delivered blisierios antiwar speeches it
pharmzad the Colanial COIfce in Lendon.

Im Jae 1l e Ccaeemror of Ceylon isusd an onder for the
arcest e i party legders Alerted 2o the impendizg renressicn,
(e LESP desided that Leslic Goonewardens shauld zo
wisberercanr] noedistely amd bewinie ceganies i clandesting
pprenalis, whnle the siber Baders wonkd cowrt aomsst, Do 18
Junz  thepolice amesued Phitp Ciunmsarden, SO Perery,
and Colem de Silva: Bdmund Samaras kedy was smosoed dhe

=1

follewsing daw. The LEST galled & mass meating ro prorzse e |

aerests, The pelice atacksd I e melee Selina callied ik
wronedd et Ted womarch o the Behkada omeon. ™A vanlowd of
bam-waing Policemen jumpad s us we resched SNoTis
Foad™ tocalls one of her comneades, “and having infroduced
ia ey the heawy ands of thair batens, ook szveral or osine
cudtedy,” 1 Salina was jailed amd Jater mleazed.

Frown that paint . “Seling became the principal miss Hgore
arat fek s hean th open activify of the pamy wds aeganirod

and develope] = She worked amler the constan Gavar of

"

arrcat. In 1941 she addresscd the Jafima Yol Congmess.
“Reling maslea fiory specel it enrded it conning by il
L epen denenciation of the Beirish, Mevertheless, she wa-
srresled-and clpgged with sodivion fnosha Maltakarn coorls
arid e sy etited vl e clgss™ F Lawe she helped loed =
stttk al the Bothrmn™s clpareile compas i Coloba, W hien
a pelice officer tricd o armest her on the picked ling, she
slapped i and zaid, "Tharshould reacheson nnc e by -hencs
an i wactan!™

Im April TEE the LSS camied out a well plionssd o an
the jail wheee Soling’s hushand and the other thees parcie
lenders weere being held The prizancrs weerespiriled under
sorver ol dargesss 1o ludseals geaand Calmbe. Bmbarea ssed
and inlriawed. e movemimenl juiled o ity ssmbe s
and paar Baling undar houss grrest. 'he LESP was an ellscl
A eomplarely indeeg reamnd.

The BExodus to India

U:La'zllu: tedo prgin Ceslon at that poing, the ey leaders
decided Lo sldh theds astivitics ro India. This rade sond
sepsr lor several psasons, Ticsl, wiila Caylon was quice at
that poing, Indiwas g voloame read s Bremupl, Gind s i
HATCATENITE 16 SR e Mdes muesrmenl b Mo the
Brivisli to quir lndia.” Speand, rthew hed co-thirkers in gz
sapor crdee of Todin with whod ey could scok eefien and
join Torces, In May T2 chese proups of Tl Troskei=s
merged into the Balshavik Leniniat Party of India f3LP1
Wikt its el nariers in Brmbay.

Fin Faby 1943 Befinaund haronrnrades mads thoir well-planmesd
eevip from Ceylon in litthe fishing hrars, Whils soame wen:
o efduzul, Seling aad e main confinge st cantimied ain
Bamhey, She and her husbasad, assuondeae T lilss Biates,
rensed o Fiaf in. Ciirungom,

Jirsti Ty weeeks Jate s, the Ot Tndia ressalt empted in Brmbay
andvwckby spread soroes Tndin, Bele s Coonumtis; Pty
apposcd tha strarols, the Prelshyisls pave 1 their
ungonditiceal sapper Thmugh tho pursy was smaliand new
e the sesn; the zovernmment regaded tha HLPL a5 a
siniiicant poksiiial taeat? They seppad o thels manfoant
For the Ceylopese [ugitves, Dulsclives whaconi] ecognizs
Seling and her commudes wees troughioap T Cevloan The
Homhay prhice were fold o ok fors woman with @ *Raea
Tarsemburgian™ charaster®® Selima used woopa oul Lo
denensteations o wieious disguises! Using an assumed
e, shee moda venching job sl wsclicol o Beanbay and helped
ta finanes s party with her swrriogs.
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A wresuliol e inervanricne, the BEPT ecreiled o neimbes
el woth wha nesded- e be niaioed in Mursdem wmd
Irpeskeisme Selivg was culstaoding 1o that mle. Howewer,
aven within the BLIT she bad to be cuotious, knowing thar
the: pohice were ryiog W plant spics in the parms The new
recriily in her study classzs knows her simply as “Blagie 7

Cin the Run

m duly 1943 rhe Brmbay police, &otng oo g g (oo G

Caommimanist Farmy, vaidec BEPD Tidednts iod wrrested st
af the cadees, inclnding Tec husband. Alerted 1 the dungar,
seding, Colvio de Silvig Deslie and Vivienns Goonewardens
TRl v Mlondiaes. sehene there was & stromg B DrancT. Selia
acud hier pomiredes wnk ap residenee 2 e BLET “commaene”
a Epuinils tesn-arnricd hose i Yeaus Culony tn Teymampot.
alis b parl of the party exoanrive conmilss,

[arimg this period-an eceissauy Trom e American SWP
eratactad e wadecground parsy in AMadras. Ha swas a comeade
whiorn Selima had met m the LS in FUA0D. I owas a bappy
eeuciuct, ey eves sparkled warth immense Jeliphl oy we
recalhed hertourand some of e pecple we Lesee She wants
L be remzminzned roail e comrdes she had mer over
Frare 7= Healeq nared (et she looked ligs zhe mad szed
soitirdorabiy, The nerve-wricking lite of & revolutiomce vn
Lhe rmwas faking s wll,

In 1943 ZBelipg parbcipated in the fiesr B Todia cunlersnce
af The BLI'L. waich was held in Madeas yoder die tichiezl
sevurily. Sumehow the police pon s ol (s meedne. 1he
deleirutes had 1o disporse quickby, Wit the polices hot or their
trail, Saling, Celvin de Silva, cod the Oornesardenes went
o Calenng, wlsre tere was anothar-seeors heagich of the
party, They eetiled in the Hoally subwdy of e cily and
ttserated themzelves in o wenk of the bronch,

Uhe marva to Calenrrs opened o huppler chantar in hee Tife,
sha kad deviloped i close pulitical and prraonal relstousiip
seieh Cadwin e Silve™ Incacdditios, the inteinal Ll ol the
Caleutia BLIT was stimutating. Tha landers of the branch
wizre ucbyne, well-read Marzist jnlellsciusls wheowers her
incellectual pesrs. The Beogali commadez adored her They
ulteerirnae v ealiod e “Sheéela." rom than nn, that Desiues
b e, snd Calouwe became et hame.

No Turning Back

e the war snded: hupe political demios ration.

246 there was & naariae in the Todiag wayve 1o Bomboy srnd
tighting avehe sreets "Sellng wis highly deliphied w fing a
pontiing revalvioieoy Siluation in India.” recutls Railen
Bannaji, & fonnsr mewber of the BLPT in Caleutta =~

Submu plyved an impasrenr sola I helpiog (e purly zel
impnetane hates i the labar moveinsnt, nolahly with the Tine
Fightors in Calcu papsr il workers in Tiagarh, potfery
factooy workers tn Puruha, and coal workaes in Ranigan,
She also patisnudy trwined che young reemits. Avigiving Reitish
Trutskyist commended her indtiacive in "ree viack of aiving
sludy orovpa, classes and lecmres, the wozh ol nsninge up
rew members, easdulales and contacts in dinicicicul
mwaterilisny, inosconumics nothe genzzal thzory of
Muarsasm. ™™ A ong of mer aung puolSeds laler recalled.
Sching “guided me wewvids sadinge beoks of grear socilise
thinkars wWha weren’ Lulwiins mentioned in che eommen mn
Murxist lierature ™

Meaewhale, w Cevlon e Trotskyises fietded sangidates foa
Lhe purliamentary clections in 1947 Se2ling ealurned o belp
Calvin de Hilva with his campaigu, Ilewsver. afier the
cleetinn. sha renarnag foo e, The DLPL had hocame hes
st i e caid Iier icue Tuvs, She sottlad inogomodest,
linke stiesl Tewal [hitat 54 Ciamash O haneden Avvatiue s centsl
Culouila, noxl o the law office of Ler Giend and comrade
tremn the Landen Savs, Ajil Rov. 3he suppomed hassclf by
mraring Renguliz in Bnglish

Thie Themiye of the BLIY

I[I L2 g preup within the BLPT propused tha the party
merge with the Congress Socialisl Parly, oo larpe left wing
o rhie Toediao Wational Congress, Inchaiv wicw, the BLTT wuas
tan sl Lo competz effectively an the lefl, I they jomed
e Bucialial Parte, they argued, they would be able tnowin
over Lt t-wing Sraialists, build up o Troskoyise cancus seithin
Lz parcy and theu exal stponger then hetore: Seling Lad
misgivings. Wiy merge with the Sneialists wien e DL
wig slarling o make heedway, copecially in Mudray and
Depgal?

Vhe pra=enny factics gradually guined a roajarity i the pait,
uand in late 1848 the BLPL voted oo enter flic Sceialisl Tanly,
Frr Siling, e demize of tho BLPE was painful, Mevenbele:s,
she curried el the parte decision with vnerzy ood dissipline.
She circ elated Frath Internatouml Ttecatre within the parts
and prodded the Teadesship Lo ke more milicant posiions,
“Shecla Povera weol unowith dedizatinn.” recalizdane af by

aenatizst the Brivsh eoek plase in Caloulia, Tn Tebraany | S00rades, A a resall, she camod the respeer ef mnng leadess

R
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gnd activists of the Socinlist Parte™ ¥ She was slzotod 10the
Wesl Bengel esvoulive comuegs i wacked with nnians
e e Tind Masdoor Sabli; he Secivlist lrade witdon:
federatian,

I 1952 the Sacialists comtesied the senera! electans wilh
b Topey, The suling Congross Pary, honsewar, waom g
lamdzhde victory. Deanoralized by Qe S ong detear, the
soctalist leaders desided v wnite with a breslansay aaoup ol
disgident old-zehonl Congmessmen., [ermine o new purty bissd
an A hadgz-podre of Crandhism and Marxd s, Dpuon heariw
e newes, Sching imediately ralEod about 50 Socislist Pan e
rmecitbers Lo rejet e wiergen Shie Decame it racognerssd
ihiic spokesperson, Bl the dizsident Seciaiie: Tad o seim
againat g strone stesam. Uhe Sehre government bac won a
bor ef rapailar support wich itaclaims th ke hotlding
“demeeratio sreialismy™in India. The dissidenthocialistawons
e inalized.

Abortive Socialist Beproupment

n the attzrmath of the TUAZ slzctiems scveral loln parrios

bezgan afking abeowr the wesd faeanisy inarder tocbnild an
effeciive cpposiice. Thy 27 Taioass 1033 mcre e o doees
Iefiel partiee weelin Doy and voled Lo Tzl e Blae dour
Kigar Puriy [Workers and Pessants Purtyy ol a Tuturs
eontarence. = Noling weleomed this initiarive, and she snd
s other Tiecskvisis were eleced toothe 200 menle:
Provisiomal Conerdl nmmmittos.

In Bounday te oo front of pactizs gor o (004 prodmising
sliart by lakiog legdership of e populas movemenl Lo
Limited Muharazhira, But mass wark akone couldn'c resolve
the political diffzrenoes amanzse the ditfanent partics i the
fraot. Taking awactive cele inciledebate cover pragiun Seliog
criliviged the Tuzey Tormolutzens e seni-Slalinist peeitivns
aaed Tewedtd foc e Trotshoris, lioe, The discussions doagsred
o for e than e v wiids e oregress,

M e venera ] alecuom of TG57 dress near, the o Lkt
parttes in che freao unilarzraliy moonted their cwn
itdepeadene aleetion campaignz Clan Ty, e Morgs woosee!
wisll very stoang, Selinn conciudsd Ll G resroupmeant
exercise wis fuale, Sk called upom all Imotskeise in Indiz
wr olose ramks and Torm a purely ' resskoddse party. “Lat us rell
them jrhe ofher LeAt partios] that instead of nonning after
MMesions of ball-Tabad unity juzl wees we e coasolidating
Trotskoyists ve contobuie o clart Brvoge anr stood aed ey o
saund basts ol Lefl umitv 103l ever comes sboul™

4

Fighting for the Marty Merspective

o XNavemiber 1057 Seling convend a crnforenco of

Lrisbvists e Culeulla, The deledalas waed w favor af
kuildingr & now party that would be ws=cctuled with the
intenarional Tresskyd s moveemnent. Selina was cnthusiastic.
She could fimally Jeware bevseld ta mebailding o Balshowik
party 1y Dmlicc She procoptly oodde s firencial danasion oo
auppact the productian of the intamal discussion bulietine,

Suwne of e Tootsksists, hawower, watfled om rha canlorence
dectsion, Lemparized o waiied To clse wfes oiler czois
sartics, In the disenssion hulletine Seling and her enoup
shiwply coiiicized thelo propasals s wishtul thinking and
OppUTLid st nnnyers Seling Jalzndes] the fundame:]
parspoctve of building e diserphned Duelshesiz parly. o
Trtter hsvae Tomi und hand thac siriinsle michl he.

[ir [958 Scling hazred arothar contorancs in € alzutid thar
Loauched the B olutionary Workers Pary (RWEL: Tha now
purty Ueclorsds “The auly revolobooary sdeclogy Laday Lo
this world has the rume of ‘Trolskvism, Le conemporars
Marxizm.” The W eagram was Razzd oo the nriginal
program of (he RLEL Selina was elecwd farhe thiee menthar
proditical bureiu,

Sebing was kean ta re-cstallish che link with the Frrcth
Tisbzamaricaal that bad becn severed whan the BEPL cotered
e Conpgaess Botalist Tiony g 1925, Tn dhe inervening venars,
however: the waorlid Trotekvst moeeeroeit Tl been winkhenl
by s tdeolencul orisie fusled by the ooeel of e Cold W
und the pnaspocced sxpunsion el Swahniso plobally, n 1953
the: Franth Intermational splic in pa, "1 dan's recal? s2zing
dusucisntg al the e sl dold e w D579, "We s Todin
had anlya murky idew ol whul was hoppemne o due Tounl
Infermutionel ™ Thenuph conucs with visiong ' rotskyizts,
she opznsd o dislegos wich both wings of the Fourti
Irccrnational. limnvy Tleang: 3 wefcran Belvish Trorskeist,
pelviseel she BT b izl clese and friendly ealations™
weilt both GiGlons ™ Selina and Jisr coomrales ungsd both zid=s
S seriously comsider and ind out ways and means e heal
up thiz weand with demesratic organizational safore tae
g™

ThicweTs thee BT pol ofl wo wopowd stacl, Here seepe sUll hosz
in thes party swho bud appetives Tor o bigpes ssneer, Tn Dengal
some KWP members started discussions with the
Rewatutionary Camimunisc Farmy af India (ROCPL L a maverick
crarrivimiat ginip At had hoowarond since the thitdes end
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aud A preeTiolky feton of i gww Seline oppased this
initiative In bor view, the Trolskyisls o Indis s wisee=d
te=a ppitich Ui amd last too oy valuahle eadees T dnedng Lo
fund sher-ciars o boilding o revaolotianary pacly. Lhe pro-
merger aone, owsver, provailod and e RW I mermad with
the RO 1 Tume LG

Far Seliry the liquidation of the KWE was the Tasl stz
Aveiwding fa one of her close comrades, "Her lofly dreem
Lo & Tearskevist miuty | weas tomn asndze ™ Seling withdiaw
by the sidelioes. Just as she had predicisd, the merger with
the RETT produced an unstalle soalgarmaton. The pary wis
Pl b the st when e Sioo-Indian war Broke ol Lo vy
later. "The ROPT majocity ok # pro-Nidia line. whils the
Irotskyists defendsd Cling nn the Pagis Dl il was a “workers
atuta.” Thae Trolshyists bad to splic dnd stic all aver again,

Phongh sbe Jido'Uregoin her pld cowrades, Szling enntiaued
e auppon lellist canass and worked wath varions wnioos in
the Cilouga arca. When die Comemmnise Pady split iz 19
el was on good leems with the leaders of the wing th
became rhe TN, such a5 Ashok Wi, whe hacame g
st o the first Lefr Fro Governmone in Wesl Dengul
i 157,

Ll e
B

The Tragic End

1 herdarey vears Seling heeame more und faors de pressed

e death of her parzoty grieved her weailily, She alen
eemld ™| sesen o resalve e aguotions! arrschioenls witk her
ex- busband o Crelvin de Silva. She gave muney o Ry
stadents tor muitics aod lived inoviviual povesrty herseIf. Her
health detericrolsl, Ter lettars o old cumrades in Sei il
heeame Lass and leas traquanl, wod thes stopped aliussether,

Aclivi made amangenents W have hes Fnily prOpCrty in
Miharagama dooated e the LSSP atrar her dewd She 2lso
Insteusted incher will (il ber porsonal s zies be domared o
socil Servies oigaiatons in India, Was she conts nplaling
soicide? If she was, she wouldn'l have beeu (e Firs:
revattiorary Lde sa.

In luke May T98G her neighbors noticed Gutthay 2ada’t ssen
Sehzna rzzently, They called the pofics, wha enteml Ter Dol
and fonad Ber body, She had Leen desd Tor 2are Lime, 'Uhe
Calonlia govermmenr kepl her corpse in she cocgue (or o
ccuatly wath varicais peatesds. Fnally, hor fiicads wnd cornrades
wer abls o give ber a proper fnc @l She wos cromarned a1
Sahumagar in souh Kolkara on 15 Jue 198.

iy

[ Lis chituary Satien Bausuesdd sloguently sunued up the
lile ol hiz fricng and comrade: “Sheely cemeianed an che
furzirone of & revolutionary parts frrover thres decades. She
had rosutfer surcasm and persccativn for her palitiea]
ideolog v Dissuse, ofd age aod ariel hed taken a harsh wll
bt s resglucinmary self was indomitable. & elenilsya
revulatimmary. sha wagsnotondy an ideul, bt a geeat and rure
PECTIEEE ™

End Motey
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