POLITICS TO PREVENT WAR

S ri Lanka’s crisis is deepening

everyday. The unchecked
escalation of violence involving
sections of the government armed
forces, the LTTE and anti-LTTE Tamil
groups has the potential of plunging the
country into a catastrophic war.
Prevention of such a destructive war is
crucial for the well-being of the people
of this country. But, some strategic
thinkers in both Mulaithivu and
Colombo appear to think otherwise. For
them, for diametrically opposite
reasons, a full-scale war is necessary,
inevitable and winnable.

Undeclared War

eanwhile, the way in which

violence has escalated during the
past few weeks suggest that the
‘shadow war’ has now graduated itself
to the stage of an ‘undeclared war’ with
middle-level intensity. It is no longer a
low-intensity war of attrition. Three
aspects that define this undeclared,
middle-intensity war can be identified.
Firstly, civilians are regular and
deliberate targets of anti-state as well
as counter-insurgency violence. They
have been subjected to abductions,
killing, mob-violence and harassment.
Secondly, the military offensives are
high profile, yet limited in scope. They
are not waged with the intention of, at
least for the time being, precipitating
an all-out war. They are meant to probe
each side’s responses, preparedness and
will to fight a full-scale war as well as
regional and international responses.
Thirdly, limited retaliatory strikes are
viewed as necessary and manageable.

An optimistic interpretation of this
background of the current crisis is that
neither the government, nor the LTTE
would want a full-scale war, because
of its enormously destructive
consequences. What it means is that for
the government and LTTE leadership,
a full-scale war is not the rational first
choice. But, increasingly there is a little
room for such optimism. The escalation
process has is own logic to produce a
major show of hostilities. Breaking up
of this logic is necessary to move the
country away from disaster.

Developments after mid 2003 also
show that the role of the international
community in directing Sri Lanka’s
conflict towards peace is limited. Mr.
Akashi’s statement in Colombo in early
May that the Co-Chairs will meet in
Tokyo at the end of this month for an
honest review of their role is a frank
admission of the limits of external
actors. The international actors saw the
limits of their leverage particularly with
regard to the decision-making process
of the LTTE. Now it appears that the
LTTE has decided to ignore even a
hostile international atmosphere.

What all this means is that the dynamics
of both the escalation of the conflict and
its management, if that is possible at
all, are largely shaped by the agendas
and decisions of the domestic political
forces. This marks a decisive shift in
the dynamics of the conflict. Under
these changed circumstances, many are
engaged in promoting the easy option,
war. They have even called upon the
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people of the country to make the final
choice: ‘you are either with us or with
the enemy!” For some in Colombo, the
coming war is the decisive historical
battle for the establishment of Sinhalese
political supremacy throughout the
island.
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Mindser

gageedliile. the mindzer af the carly TURNR szoms tn be
T bk in Muluithiva us well g dmong some posertil
political forees in Colombe, The argument Jor the necessity
of war is parrhy linked to that retum o the eighties. The
LTTE leadesship seams to havz remmad to 1o argument thut
pohtical enpagement with the Siohalese political lzaders
wonld net produce gny langible suleome: Cluims
sowergignty and war for 3cccssion ane back it their reckuning,
In parallel, the pew theoriss of war in Calomba deay the
extatonee af ace Qi conllet Doy perspective, feorarizm
fas nn answer cther than war. T Gus wear Lo deleod walional
suveleipnty and territarial intcgricy of the maotherland.
resiiclions un dernoceabic Aalis and avil Lberties a3
patrintic necesaigy, A push for war e deleal the LTTE
‘maparatiste” without 1 polwical reform packape - this
vintage Lalith Atlnlashimudalic Signz arz diat the ‘natinnal
seenrity state’, adreaded legacw of the carhy THEDS, 5 making
i second coming, leonisally, its agents day &rs its victims
[wEnly weurs apu.

A New Provess

A midsr all this canfizinn and unecrtainmy, one thing ia
clear, The 202 peaze process has cxhansted all itz
capacily o cilitate peace i 510 Lanka, There s litde ar oo
poanl an freing e rmedes Al Dal al dues ool mean thet the
statc and e LTUE shoald return to wear. What ot simply
spgeestz iz thar a qualiarively new pcace proccss is neods
e prevend Sei Lok oo eelapsioe 1o sear, Ths peace provess
needy b ke, oowss a curmently sopular weord, re-invented
learming lazanns, bnth peaitive and nogative, from Sz past.

A e To-imvetted peace process should ove o laog teem
visian toaddeess bothrhe ethinie eonflict anc the war. Tushoold
nul e desiansd we achieve nnpessible and urrgalistic shot-
torm sncoosses 50 Lenze's probmcted ethoae contlict and
civil war requires a protracted process of trwneilien aond
franafrmarinn 0 peacs.

Fleanwhile, the mnpeadisg war needs 1o he averced. Re-
apeming a politeal fronl by Sri Lanba’s ITead of Sfa i3
pariaps cne, thengh helatzd, aption that mighl wueric 1
FresLppases Wiict Ty esizlent Raiapakas annmmess a frameweork
of pelitical sewlement e e etlui: coailic, with possihilite
ot cxmenaive reginnal amnnomy o Lhe North uod Eost. This
should bea Irmework of principlee the demilz nfwadich crald
e nzpotiated modinect wlhs betwessn the goeenutent, the
I TTH and other partics tn the conflict. The wutonomy
Iraneeweack does nat have 1o oe-called oy this or ther namic
Bt at shoukd be wide enoueh 10 De @ consunctive rospons:
o the TTTE®S ISGA pruposals of Ciciober 20072 qud Mustio
comeerny for regienal autonomy, Ties LTTE iy <ty el
reaprnd to such an inmiaciva in the shorl run, Bul el
wadications even now ace that the EUFE lzaders are awaiting
i merious wnd delimne political saove by President Bojapakee,
Even if such a poltical move tails toowork, it iz siill a step
wartl aking, even o ensyre the politizal suceess of a military
izl

Intorcsging v, 511 Lanka's pest-celonial state has a new ruling
lyloe &t present, It has new idenloguza tao. Mombers of this
pew rubing blog are vel e dsnensteale al hey belosg woa
makure rulimge class, “Their decisons in the coming waeks
will surcly indizate the degree of thoir political maturity in
pritscting the stats whisl thew seem o Jove s roel in A
Temr-term historizal ejeclore. n
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