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muny the sieniliant pelibieal developments in 40

lanka in rooone weslken ia the surprising splic of the
radicn -5inbalese nacionakist IV Glowotfe: Flamsehs |
Do, People’s Dibeciion Frosd. The medie bed earler
specuiated aboul u possible cifl withim the TVE Bl the glory
ol welowl Bresk up of the party became pobliz onthe daw
on April U5, 20008 when the IWH was cammemaorating the
I anmeversary of the 1971 {usurgeney which e TV lad.
a-his Ilera’s Dar addeess, the JYT leader, Sunmrwansa
Saneeisdirbe, aprouseed thal Wimel Weseawansa, the purty s
Fropugandu Secrelary, wus suspended Trom all tha pogitinng
in e purly on disciplinary grounds. The next day,
Weerawansa mads an emotional speech in Parliament
Weerawunya was alen the 3% 1V parliamentiony aranp leader
- acensing W paTy fepderslip ol steocting Wi Teom within.

fewilked aware will len oul of 39 TV MP= indizating thar

fis veae rewly 1 launch o now pany. In sihsaquant chargos
and counter chatees that the twn factions have been
cachaneing. thare arc numcrons ¢onspirecy theuriss,
aitvibuted o gome farefan and resctionay furoes. o eapluin
away sach fastians behaviour

L 5t Eauhar. it monoliths have shown thac they are alsa
yutiewuloeruble, fyvintemal fesores, withi fondengies werack
under pressure, Tha ETE aplitio eacly 2004, The TVE splits
mzarky 2004 The 2004 sphl cusl the LTTE sts military
camrand in e Eastern provinee and eventually e ooatiol
ol The enties provinee. The leader of the LTVE S break away
St was Kuemgma Anvman, DUVE?S militans conimsod er
the Lastern provinae and aae afthe mos sutliless aud skill fel
militay eomimanders the LTTE had produced. The 1% P
hirzak awdy facticd 13 ded by the party s propaganda scorcmany,
a heilliant public speiher wnd the charismaric yonng feader
of \c Sinhalese natwnali=s. While heing q leading oflice
hlder ul a party which still calls st Lelist e Brolish
medi m Colombe contioug o vall the TWP ‘rods” and
Marsises’ thoueh these labels are guite dubicis —
Weoorawansa ug fiel founded and led a Sinhalcse-Buddhizt
staticiilis] movement eallad the Patrictic Sationl Movernent
iDL Thus this sphiescemiato reflect the ralstoeam 15 P s
unenge with Woerawanga's Sinhalese-Duddhisl nulienalis
Rt

Adthemgh the twao factiong heve openly teaded many
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acousations and connter-aceusatinas during the pasr wao-to-
dreg wecks, the real reasens fo the sphiv acg hor yet cleae It
serns il there i o deep senss ol Diveress baill up over
(b wesars betwesn Lhe bes wreps, snd reconcihadien belwesen
thern uppears undikeh T he dissidents are even subjeered
phyaical ¥inlonaa, 'The basic dispore thar as gensrared o
mnch g persenal bitferoess appears to be gl fies policy
iy the: presenl adnsinastnation ol Fresident Mahinds
Feganukse, YWhile the mainsrecam IVE fhcd o maiatain a
eritical distanac from the Rajapakess reginne, Weerasasa auogl
sounc nthis parliameatan collesaies Rad arioed Jur wocking
clezely willy the reatme. In thal semse il b a dispute-abost
coaliion straiegees that hus spilied o the dotnain of porsnnel
relalions,

Tl S5 ouige ol e st resnadsable pelibeal enties o
have sroereed 10 S0 Lunka. I has o histooy of nearly tforty
wefitne, S off-shoot ol the Mamst Commuonist Pargs ofiCevlon,
led by M. Shunmuopgathazan, the IR firse omorged as a
underimound radical mesements That was ir 1067-08, Iz
founder leader, Rahang Wijewen, besan bis pulilival vareer
a5 aovouch actdvist i e Mocisl OF in 1965, A dropoul
tedical student [rom the Pameo Lumumba Lniversine af
Pefoscow, Wifoweora was among tie mans soung Leltiiy
Asia; Afriza and Latit America ol the lme Lo tike the
revolytion sercusly as well a5 4 senwus political practice.
Frizillusicyed sith what weas called at the time e retaremist,”
‘revisivnisl’ and “cless collabaratinnist’ pelitfies of the “old
Lel —Aoday these rorms soamnd quite stisonee and anchaic -
Wijowoara iamnehed his own pevelutionans profecl. Calling
his etfont "3 creabive applicalion of he universsl trths of
Placxisis-Lewnzsn w the specific conditinns ot the scnii-
cotonil, semi-capitalist Cevlon,” Wileweers waorked anom
e vouth und the rural peasantz i 56 Looka®s Sinhalese
socicty. 1he radigalized god educoted vouth were attractcd
o hie undetcround muvement. Uhat vas the fime whon the
roanince el armed strogele &and revehrion, Hon Alperia w
Lumeibur Bolivia and Cuba, Macth o ood 1o Vielnem,
aad sweept Sont Asia a3 well, Duringe this tme, the Nuxalie
movarent was alan heginuig ko laks shape in the Bastern
Iclia,

The defimy fealure of the WP as a radical movament
bia been 14 serinus and onestpromising commilmeal fo
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 capturing state power. The JVP made two attempts to fulfill
that objective, first in April 1971 and then in 1987-1989.
Both ended not just in failure, but in the annihilation of large
numbers of its leaders, members, sy mpathlzers and even their
family members. The 1971 attempt was a brief affair, spread

over a few weeks. Many of the movement’s leaders, including -

Wijeweera, survived death and prison sentences to re-launch
the movement in the early 1980s.

The second JVP ‘insurgency’ of 1987-89 developed in a new
political context. The civil war between the Sri Lankan state
and the Tamil secessionist groups had erupted after the anti-
Tamil riots of 1983. The Jayewardene regime proscribed the
JVP in July 1983, allegmgfa sulythough that the ‘Left’ parties
were behind the anti-Tamil riots. The JVP, which had been
engaged in parliamentary and electoral politics for a few
- years, went underground again. The Indian involvement in
Sri Lanka’s ethnic conflict, particularly through the Indo-
Lanka Accord of July 1987, gave a new opportunity for the
JVP to re-emerge. And re-emerge the JVP did with a bang.
The day Rajiv Gandhi and Junius Jayewardene signed the
Accord, on July 27, 1987, there were organized riots in
Colombo. Gandhi himself escaped possible death at the
_ceremonial guard of honour when a naval rating attempted
to hit Gandhi’s head with the butt of his rifle. Those were the
unmistakable signs of the second coming of the JVP’s
“revolution.’

India’s political and military intervention in 5r1 Lanka in the
mid-eighties seems to have re-defined the JVP’s political
agenda. To capitalize the public anger generated by what
many Sri Lanka’s thought at the time as the high-handed
behaviour of the Indian government as well as the fears
generated by the huge Indian military presence in the North-
East of the Island, the JVP launched a ‘patriotic war’ against
the ‘Indian imperialist state’ and its “local agents,” the
Jayewardene regime. That turned out to be a bloody campaign
of violence, directed against the UNP regime, the armed
forces and the police and even the Left parties who supported
the Indo-Lanka Accord and the devolution of power to the
Tamils. Nearly three years of intense violence forced the Sri
Lankan government to send the IPKF back home, forge a

new alliance with the LTTE and then launch in early March-
April 1989 the bloodiest counter-insurgency war Sri Lanka -

has experienced in such short time span. It may have killed

nearly 30, 000 JVPers just in a period of six months, It also

resulted in rounding up and cold-blooded killing of the entire
top JVP leadership, including Wijeweera, but except one Polit

Bureau member. The man who was lucky to escape Sri Lanka

and save his life is Somawansa Amerasinghe, the JVP’s

_Ipfescnt leader. The legend has it that he hired a fishing boa‘t
off the coast of Negombo and escaped to the Kerala coastto
Jater proceed to Ttaly. Eventually, he led a life of a political ©
exile in England, until returning to Sri Lanka in 2001 to take e
~up the new and powerful JVP’s leadership. ' :

The remarkable thing about the JVP is that even after the
annihilation it suffered at the hand of the state in 1988-89,
the movement re-emerged in the early 1990s as a

parliamentary party. Amerasinghe and his colleagues, who - :
- were exiled in Europe and Japan, kept the red flag flying till

a new generation of leaders emerged from among the
survivors of the terror of 1988-89. Wimal Weergwansa, the -
leader of the new dissident group, is one among them. Most
of the JVP’s present top leaders are survivors of 1988-89.
They also successfully steered the JVP away from the armed
struggle and towards parliamentary and electoral politics.

The golden moment of the new JVP began in 2000 when :
President Chandrika Kumaratunga sought its support to form
a parliamentary majority. Interestingly, the JVP did not accept
cabinet positions, but supported the Kumaratunga regime
from outside, calling the regime a ‘probationary government.’
Then the JVP entered a formal coalition with Kumaratunga’s -
People’s Alliance in 2004 to win 39 parliamentary seats and
be in a position to dictate terms on the government. .
Amerasinghe, the exiled leader, had returned in 2000. Quite
interestingly, it was the PA-JVP coalition, with its powerful

appeal to the Sinhalese nationalist fears and anxieties that -~

largely succeeded in politically undermining the UNP- LTTE
peace attempt of 2002-2003. Out of power, and therefore in
a self-critical mode, ex-President Kumaratunga now admits
that she made two fatal mistakes by aligning with the JVP

and then pushing out of power the Ranil Wickramasinghe ~
‘administration, on the IV P’s behest. That was in Octobcr—

December, 2003.

The JVP’s break up is probably the manifestation of a general
crisis among political parties and movements in Sri Lanka.
Interestingly, the JVP has remained for quite some time the
only entity that did not suffer a major internal crisis in recent

~ years. All the others — Sri Lanka Freedom Party, United

National Party, Sri Lanka Muslim Congress, the Ceylon

Workers’ Congress, LTTE, PLOTE, and EPRLF — have

suffered splits, leading to declining of party fortunes, re-
alignment of party loyalties, shifts in the party leadership:
and even re-configuration of politico-military balance in the
country. The JVP’s split seems to bc of conblderabie pohtacal

consequences too. - :
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The solit also Indicates the erisizwhich the IV F ensounterod
by drvimir L rasinlenn e Taces Sindalese padioaliso aod
class politics. The 3% F abrays had hese b Jaces, bou il
wis it padicalism and tha politics of claay sinigele that guve
il & niche in the poditicad prosess. Fhe P2 ahill o
ilianalism 08 & means o state povwar acenrrod in die 19808
in the context of the Tamil secessionist insargeney and the
Inadisn inervention i the ethois conflict In itz post-1953
regongration, tha new: leadorship has iven e pativas
apenda preatel emphasis. Thiz misvtorg of Sinhalese
rstiwaalism and radicalisom paid Qe JYP dividends torsome
timne, #nabling il v emerne s e ied Largest pame in S
Fanka®s parhiasment in 2004, I the P94 parliaoenn, e P
had oy ene %P who used Lo wer s red shiel overJis whiils
rronzese. Suhscguenchy, all the IV WPy bepan Lo weear The
polifician™ upifarm in Sei Lanka white or blach trovsers
wond whie: Mg -sleganed shims: That is-how the parhament

had domesticaisd Lhe veslerdoy s rebels as reapsctablc,
tnational’ and prafessional politcimn.

Il appears theat e preseat split is an mocome of the collision
ol Sinbalese pathoalic] and class stmpgle tines within the
IVE The nationalisls waded the parmye ta extend unenibical
suppoet o President Maluonda Rajapakss’s war against the
LEE et b silent wn econonsic and ofber zsues Bat tho
clase politios line, hasad nntrade unien cunstiusecies. bod 2
diflerenl ageda, to sontkont the regime nn ceonomic wnd
sociul isswes. Tn e shocl-nuo the: Rajapakss adminismation
is the inmediule benetcrry of the JYPE aplit. The JWP
cannet now mnbilics lrade soioos oo he siect 10 protest
agaiaat the spirsling intlation, viing cost ol living, pending
Geend geisis and tha manster of the ceounie burden ul e
wear on b Lthe pioor aiid the uddle glasses,

e AR

o Je R Lo = R =,
e e e e
Enirord UECHEREG

R P oF gt ey o ¢ S

New [rom the 854

Frice Py Z0H-

suriva Bookshop
i, X, Sulaodman Terrace

Amaradasy Levanapamaes s wne ol whis couniry s most
distingnnsiiad histomans, bewt knossen for by plomessciie slody, The
Flaetivg: of Falogoaiuwis ord the Bige of Dambudenig rond
which ceamines the firsc manifestation of the transilion frorn e
clazsic tnothe nost=clasdie ere of & Lanken histosy w120
anct 1360 conoarics. s book o brimens ope e his ioore recend
- researeh mepro-modor sneety, pohitics and redynon, wmging (ouee
e laat eoanitios of fis tiest onlennims B st Asnuredhupur L
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