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immediately made up — T was going (o do English. During
the rest of the period he taught me in school, he greatly
encouraged my mterest in this subject. In fact. after he had
resigned his position at St. Thomas’, he even offered, when
[ was later selccted for entrance to the university, to give me
free tuition if [ got a chance to sit for the English scholarship
exam the university conducted for new cntrants. Given his
own material circumstances at the time, this was quite a
sacrifice. And so, English studics became what the rest of
my studies and my professional work have been all about.
My cntire academic and professional carcer has been
something that I owe to him.

That was not all. My naiveté persisted, even after I had been
thus put on my way by him. [ was acquiring information in
university satisfactorily cnough, but I still did not have a
larger framework of understanding that would help me bring
things coherently and meaningfully together. Again, it was
Mr. Hensman who changed all of that, The annual Student
Christian Movement Conference in April 1958 (I had just
tinished my second year at university) took place in

‘addukkodai that ycar. The confercnce was memorable for
me tor two different reasons, both of which were to change
me profoundly, and forever,

One, 1 met Indranee, who, like me, had come all the way
from Kandy for the event, and was a few years later to become
my wife - and what a great and blessed difference that has
made to my life! The other, Mr. Hensman participated, along
with several other distinguished scholars and theologians, in
adiscussion of the ethnic tensions that were being assiduously
drummed up at the time by persona and institutions of the
statc, before they were unleashed as terrorist racial riots a
few weeks later. In the course of some very perceptive and
reasoned analytical remarks, against a background of
Christian theological considerations and fundamental ethical
and human values, he explained, clearly and quietly and with
that courteous dignity that was a hallmark of all his
exchanges, the radical politico-ideological thinking that had
led him to support the LSSP in its language policy. (The party
had not then joined the rest of our tribe of politicians in their
opportunistic slide into the cynical populism that has stripped
them of'all moral authority.) No histrionics,.no clever point
scoring. no aggressive polemics. no sophistry or disingenuous
rationalization, but wholesome, enlightened and enlightening
reason; and that, too, not cold and impassive, but given life
and body and mcaning by strong cthical commitment and
profound human conviction — after all, had not the great
Samuel Johnson observed long ago, and with such insight,
that he who thinks reasonably must think morally? I had only
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to hear that entirely reasonable and deeply concerned human
voice, and I knew straightaway how and where 1 was going
to seek out the integrating framework of thought | was looking
for. All the thinking and teaching and writing | have done
since then took off from that moment, and whatever meaning
and satis{action [ have personally found in my work in later
years, whatever little recognition that thinking and teaching
and writing might perchance have earned, derive from those
remarks that he made.

Some of the things which have most made me what [ am are,
then, things that | owe hugely to Mr. Tlensman — which is
why for me to have known him must surely be one of the
very great blessings of my life.

People talk of purity of heart and the blessedness of those
who are endowed with 1t. But Mr. Hensman was doubly
blessed, for in his case we must talk. too, of his purity of
mind, which went integrally with that purity of heart. His
was one of the cleanest and purcst of minds 1 have ever
cncountered, honourable to the core, and entirely
uncontaminated by the faintest tracc of the meanness.
pettiness, suspicion, unworthy self-promotionalism,
competitive malevolence and duplicity that we see around
us today, That heart/mind was filled instead with concern
and compassion for the humanity around him, particularly
for the disinherited among them. which flowed into all his
life and work, issuing in various pioneering practical
mitiatives that had the potential to give the world just that
little more of a chance to turn into a better place. They were
his response to what was nothing lcss than a driving utopian
imperative within him, which, as all great leaders over the
ages have recognized, is so critically necessary if human
beings are to be truly human and truly free. Indeed,
notwithstanding the avant gardiste anti-humanism of a lot
of the more dominant epistemological discussions of our
times, its necessity is acknowledged even in the purportedly
impersonal 'objective' scholarly realms which are home
ground to such discussions — Frederik Jameson, for instance,
learning from ITlerbert Marcuse, absolutely insists on it.

[ remember how intrigued scveral of us students at
St.Thomas’ were when Mr. Hensman, with the dedicated help
of Mrs. Hensman, and the goodwill of some of the country’s
best minds. started the Community Institute and the journal
Communiiy. We guessed that something very special and
important was going on, and could not help admiring the
courage and commitment that made him give up the material
sceurity of a steady job so that he could devote his time and
energics fully to the project, and in a manner that procured
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the conditions of life of the very large numbers of
dispossessed people in the world. The second part of the title
of his edited book of Third World readings was in fact “the
polemics of revolt,” The {irst part of the title, “from Gandhi
to Guevara,” functioning as a lead to that second part, extends
an inleresting invitation to the readers of the book to raise
searching questions about the demonizing stereotyping of
all resistance to hegemony and repression, through which
those who benefit from such hegemony and repression secure
acquiescence in the situation. By bringing these two famous
figures together at different cnds of a shared revolutionary
Jjoumney, it invites the readers of the book to recognize both
the varieties of possible modes of resistance or challenge,
and the need for nuanced distinctions in comprehending their
natore.

- Among the many uscful effects that his books on China and
Sun Yat Sen had was exactly this kind of necessary
educational effect. Sun Yat Sen had, after all, played a major
role in the awakening of China in the carly twenticth century
to a sense of its modern destiny, through his promotion of
anti-dynastic and anti-imperialist awarcness, Widespread
racially-based anti-Chinese hysteria was at its height at the
time of Mr. [lensman’s book on China, fuelling the efforts
ol the controllers of the dominant imperialist/capitalist world
order to divert attention from its nature and dynamics, the
human cost of its unacceptable consequences, and their own
central role in it all. No doubt China might now have set
itsclf the goal of integrating itself into that same order. But,
at the time of the book there was an urgent need for the record
to be set straight — not that the need has even now entirely
subsided.

It is this same steadfast determination not to allow the
forbidding complexitics and contradictions of the chalicnges
of the post-colonial liberatory effort to cause him to lose sight
ofthe key issucs at hand that shows in his readiness to invoke
the notien of the "Third World' in his writings. As is well
known, the notion is a very fraught one. It is not only that it
is difficult to identify a fixed, homogeneous entity situated
in a firmly demarcated geographical location to which the
label might straightforwardly be applied. In addition, the
notion itself has, from very early in its history, been pressed
into less-than-worthy service in all kinds of internal and
geopolitical maneuverings, by various nations, forces and
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figurcs, not least the national(ist) bourgeois leadership of
many post-colonial states. At the same time, its value in
discussion, like that of the allied term “post-coloniality,”
which has equally been subjected to such sceptical crasure
(particularly in the field of a literary post-coloniality
influenced by an avant gardiste post-modernism), has been
inestimable. For, it has made impossible a comfortable
cvasion of an encounter with those degrading features of
unfreedom, inequality, injustice, oppression, poverty,
violence and so on which define cxistence for very many
individuals and communities across the world, alicnating
them from their sell-hood, their nature and their humanity,

Mr. Hensman's own innate sense of humanity made the
nofion a véry uscful one for him to draw on, but not in a way
that left the reservations about it intact. Instead, consistent
with the epistemological framework he had worked out for
himself, he effectively read it as an extensive, unequal
structured positibn or space within the current world order,
constructed through the very same process by which
capitalism. riding on cmpire, restructured the world into the
contradictory, hierarchized unity that it is. (We might note,
before going on. that that position or space could, therefore,
potentially manifest itself in any geographical location, even,
as the experience of the recent hurricanes in the USA was to
reveal in our own times, in parts of its southern citics.) His
book Rich against Poor: The Redality of Aid, confirms that
this is how he conceived of the "Third World,' revealing again
how valuably the notion served him in addressing the human
issues that mattered.

In applying the notion, he consistently did so with the
Prelrelan kind of critical consciousness already remarked on
above, It is this critical CONSCIOusNEss, suppoﬂed b} his ethical
commitments and reinforced by his own experience of race
riots, that he displayed in examining the phenomenon of
nationalism. This phenomenon, specifically in its cultural
form, has often had a very significant positive contribution
to make to liberatory post-colonial struggles, certainly in the
literary realm; so significant, in fact, that Jameson, for
instance, would make it a necessary feature of such struggles.
In spite of his strong commitment to the post-colonial cause,
however, Mr. Hensman’s critical awareness led him to ask
challenging questions of nationalism. An issue of Commnuunity
in the early 1960s acknowledged something of the positive
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