FROM CAGED BIRD TO EMANCIPATED WOMAN

Sarojind Jayawiclorama

"Wonten's Worlds™: The Molrraw- 1580 Antholagy of
Winmrer 'y ¥osings, cditad by Rehern Warhol Thown el al.
amel’s Wiorlds™ 15 o eompilabivn ol writings in

o

W Frrglisl by wornen frcim diveree arees of the serld,
fronn Jiffesenn georruphical spaces snd weross cims — fram
the [ourieenth century to the prosene day. o0 feoi
trucitionul women's atndics; it focus iz nes lodted e Aoalu-
Amerizun writings. Hisa richly rostuesd tapesiey ol wilings
It Africa, Asia, Andtiadln. New Zealamd, Scotlend. fraland
and the Caribhein aed of verks by wrilers of mixed horitags
— AtFieal Aderican, Jedan American. Atro Caribbean and
AdsgloTodian, T leatires ¢ lassic ag well a2 cxciting aew voices
frumn these meographizal spaces and diverse culures, In (this
uspect 1t reflects the global spread of English through
colonization and smigntion snd so reees the impact of
calenialism dod s susndant dispersialof paapla. nar simaly
e chaiese bul ieough compaolsion — thraagh slavery and
the: slave Gade wnd through enloreed cinigeation when, [or
ingrance, brginning in 174K, British prisooers were
(roepuried w penal enlanios in Aus el

I dees ned clam e e o delinitive and all aaimpeehensive
wonE, Awitee ol 1y inubility o uncerth avery piscs el wriling
trom tuoe: as Jar disant from e e as e Toustesnth
vy, it dsdicetes sl T &8 the wonsn witers wheoare
nol represenced inthis wolome”, Vieginia Wooll, eriting gs
lateuz 1928, eonld find noevidence of wiumen writzrs hefoes
the eighreent ceniuy, In her szeninel work, 4 Boce of One i
e, cebie vrealks u Betional charaicrér — William
Shakespeuare's “wondarfully gitted sister”™ Judith who.
Frusteated in her desire 0 pursue a litercy curser by a snciery
whis wenule anctolerate 3 voootiu wriler, Likss her own Btz at
the tender age of sevenleen, Suime ol these pro-cighteenth
conrury writings may have been desrored, ollers simple
fargatlen or el Vdiscovercd™ tast and vocalelogoued in
npanuscripl archives, aarly baak collections and privare
Libriries.

The anthelogy 32 stewclucsd chranologically, Nsting authwors
by their dale ol binh, and arganized more broudly in
periotized divisions — the fonseenth Lo the soventsench
cemturics, the sighteenth century, the ninsteenth connoy, and
tha twznticth cetury (o Lhe present day. Each segiion iz

L]

prefaced by an hisloncal avervies, crodite and ingizhcful,
which helps the readsr {tha anthotegy i3 auned pricorily a8
studenc iy highicr cducation] to familiavize he'c selleilh the
cdtural milicw of the periad aosl gain & broader grazp ol the
srcial, margcial, cilloeil e bsterical sonlesl A Gnesline
pinpoinls sigilivinl svents of the ime. hisoorical and T

Muapz of the world, changing and evelving wy peaple’s
perecptinn of their jlave o the world changed. ingrodoas the
aafterant sediioons, 11 s inleresting tonote tat che mag of Le
weohd e thes 13D Fredemy adition of Geog sl Deiversaliy,
which precedes tho fourtzonth 1o seventeenth centuries
seciiom, depiste anly England, France and Ireland. England
is prictred oo ifs elde, suspended Belween Frarice which is
plagad above 1-sinee il was perecived as a thezat io English
Py stoce i Ume which predated even the Nedsa Congues
in L0686 - und frelund, Hrgland 2 first golony - subdued Grough
sheer [orce and the impasition of the Eaelich lunpewpre—which
i placed helow it, This depiction is not al the reality e of s
parceivad reality, The soiractivn af the world may be
attribited o the Tuct that these e Jand masses wers all
that were known to England at the time. Teluse exploration
and bmpire. this was the English-speaking world. It waz in
the sovenmeenth centery, theough the advance of colanialisay,
tharth: Fnglish lasguige begun to spread hevond the British
Lsles,

T heud notes w the selectinn s foons oo e Lves of wamen
wrilers, thecomditinns i whiclidey Bved und prodocad rheir
work, and their reception, Thess head notes smphasize the
mareriz] eonstrainly as woll un the apporhiites that the
cirenmstances af their hves offered the se weounsn wlio hud G
fessd the circumseribed rafes that e paiiurchul socdetizs in
which they lvad impesed o et The cenoury innodustions
znd the head notes rellec S cument trends in feminist likerury
et el tevry and the teaching cxpeiicnee of e editors.
ali of wlican are universicy academics,

The uriyus contexoalizatinn of (e weilings In essays titled
Helora] Conrdinares” offers ke reader an insighe info
spacific examples of mutsrial colture thar impingsd quite
dranatically oo women’s lives. They illnmingie swwe of the
refsenices in the writings which the wiiler composing her
wilings o a difforont readership aesumed thas her reeder
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weod kmowe They have since become uofsoibiar to the
contamparany reader pemsing them six hundred yeure laer,
ver boundiries of Uire &od hordzrs. For instanee, whot 1
meant 1o ke dubbed o ®sceld™ o sixreanth and czrly
sovantsanth contory 12 discuseed. Tl [erred 1o a woman whe
verlally vezisted her hushond"s dominance. [or whoch ®erime”
she wus publicly punished in bumilisting wuvs, eather by
heing “cucked” or ducksd in a ferid pond o the desisive
applanse of 2 jsenng crowd, urby having 3 'scold’s bridle”
attachad toohor hoad. Literatune of e e often alluded 1o
the “seald’s bridl=", which was a ventable instcnment of
lortuzs it was uszd o punish women found guilty of verbal
arsex vl transgreseion, The accompanying iHustrations (79-
B} comvey a eivid frmgee of The cruelty of the prnizhment
atidarend by the sneiety of the times.

“Caulvnal Coordinarcs™ scnsicizes the reuder o links and
G o ik may not have heen poroedved, For instine,
i reading *The Taa Tahie” (4100, we sze the link belween
the ritusd of women silling ronnd 3 tea bl sipping & cup ol
tea from a tine hone shing cup wod e wmeiitation of slavery
andd the slave rrades [n & widar sonse s see il Loplicalions
i calusialisizs In “Teedl2arark™ {39, we soe that ermbroiders
practiced by wormen poross all class honndarizs was noc just-
an ur but u lorm of conwel; evan the very posture of the
women when they sat ul their needlss ark, head beat, ¢pes
ewened on cheiy work, spoke of submissivenese, Dul
correersaly, the assay discugses how the art of embroidery
wets el ws s ubvecsive act by women like Mary Queen of
Neo, whe embreddered 2 panel of 4 lacze @pestry moam as
the C3xhureh Haneine whils bele unpasaned in i Tower
ot London on suspicion of reuson, 1L depicied an embicm
and above ica Larin inseription “irescil Valoere Viclue
(oourpe arows siode af a wound), A copy of this emblem
found 30 the possession of Thomas, Duke of Narfalk, was
produced ut his el for tresson, ey evidencs of the thieg
Mary and he posed w Ehzabeth 1.

I Their Cnan Words

he antholgre peprasents the: artculatian in tizir Yeesen

words ™, in diverss vinces, of women's pereeplon of the
world frehich rhey live and of their idontity in thut mele
deamoeited world, Thelr writings sxpress their search far an
ndh wid il wdentily aod 210heod that was atten Jonizd thom.
Thezirs wuy an tdeatily defined by the e they aeried or
their ralatiinzhip i men (as wives and duuehilers), This wias
parlicmlarly ga in the thurcenth o the ningesnth cenlures
wehen Lhey ware assigned the srercacypical rale as “the umzred
in the house®, which restricted them ta the confines of the

19

hornz, 1imiting their acope of welieily o the privata demaim,
32 anly wearld they eould inhabit, and stalling Qe possileiines
of fulfilling the rich cecative parcntial within them. But tbas
did mot necessarily e thar cvory woman lel hersell be
imprisoned within (heee narcw canfines. Need. o all=o
degirg, ded them nte the oler woidld woeark incticlds, in the
lomes of achers, in damestic seevics, and in shops and
[ac lories, to support thomeslves wod el familics. Thair
hormes veere Lovited neconly i Englund wod Ges Ukiled Stwres,
bt in places wys fu away from these melropoliloo ceiniees 53
Fimhabwe, the Coribbean, Malawsi, Indin, Sri Lanks, the
Philippines and the islunds of the Soarh Pazitic.

Transcending the Class Pivide

e readar is affersd wrich selection of wrirings nar anly

fronn ditforent geogrephical spaces G ung prearsd the
elobe, Bt fiom spacesof “difference” within Greal Britain
und e Uoited Stahes, fram wamen weho live 1o % woddd of
dilference’ (the phrase i Bacbara Jahnson's ) working close
wepTnen, i grant women aod leshians: whose writings ars
oot always rogardad a5 helonging W the calegary of
“tropuriunt™ lilecny warks. The aslections in the unthology
rave miot only serose colra] boeodarics hot soross the class
divide. Hacsmits from Lhe “Turkish Embassy Lotees™ of |ady
Mary Worley Montagd (1688517225, o wonsn whoss lite
wig pne af wealth and privilege and who trevelled widely
accumporeyiog her ugband 1 ey when bis was appuantsd
his country's srnbassidor thave, are balanced sgains: the
perapective on the world of Macy Leapor (1723-40%) win
lahearod in domezshic service aea oook's heloer:

With low ring Forehaad, and wich aching Limb,
Orpprezsed with Teadacks aod cremal Whims, {(from
"Crurnbde Hall 251 ).

Tha danghrer of a Northhamptonshins gundeser, le laroed oo
pe] and write inoa tree school, Wortkey Tontupe wis sl

educated, and like mast sighteench contury wornen of the glis
social proup o which el belanged, she had acacss moa privals
[Ebruy, i hor case her father s reroarkiabis ooe. Leapor did nat
fave the leisyreroowrite nor were the surmes Tt Eiies avatlobls
Ly ber, but she “scribbled” while the meat seorzhed, as one of
Earemplovers later cornpluined. Bhe had mcre gme 2 puarsae
bar intereses when, on hee masther’s deuiby, sle peopgibed hooos
0 kozp hause for her father, In ber poem “Croeible Hall {251-
<57, wthore in cmlacion af Alexander Pope she wriles in bainic
cowplets, Leapo takes ns oo a senvane's tour of the Creal IToes,
With her we clitnb the steep back stairacays snd enter the slore
rosarmes, allie wod Rilcheen whare
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Salzly the Bice thrrugh yon duck Pessaze oo Whers
e ding Windoos neey ol the S (235

This was the domait of women like Legpar in dooesiic
saryice i these Geet Flonacs.

Wartley Moalagu tranzpints ue in hor lemers oo ©A Yisie T
A Tk el Bath™ 240 42 vooa wrrid of Ciple e and weoa il
vaelly il ferent fooun Leapor s, tn the murblad baths el s
solas, lwurionsly covered with custions ana fich Cazpels
where ladize of qualiny™ azended by their slaves. casel vy
their cares and the seoas of cvervday life in tha vapours of
chiz Ateam baths.

Fren fur the pericd dn which Hnglish was spakees vnly i
Bagland by & mecs 3= million people, despiee the Jillicultias
ul imearmhing these docoments, Ge anthelogy pressats us wirl
o Tugcinaring selection fram women writas from diftareng
eacial st They inclide wrilers nor fawdiae th mar i (f
LS - aoos like nlign of doreich fan escerme from “The
Revelabon of 1ivine Luve”™ 24-3533 and Murgay Kempe (an
sacerpl 1Tem “The ook of Mucgers Kemps™ 2% 329 and
these from aeisteeratic cireles ul monarehs such as Klizaheth
Lo poesas by her, “The Dread of Folues Foog™ aad *A
song Miade by Hor Majesty™ (723 e justaposed wills the
writlugs ol dune Shap (eotive 167 1), deseribed as Sthe lirst
Enghsh woman o wrile & heok o gynacectazy™ fun excorn
foen PEe Midwives Bock™ 217- 193, and *The Ballad whickh
Arme Askew Made and Suong Wien She W in Mowaae",
Anne Askew wis imprisonsd in e noterivus Lomd e paisen
torher relivious heliofs, being a Priscstant in g craily which
rrmdined Caredie yotil the latz sixiesnch cantiey desplle
Heury VIS Breal, with Bame. She wes arvcsled badee sid
ioerrograted abuot horreligions belizfs by the Kine s Cannedl
after caslyarresl. Sentenesd w dauth, she was wetnse o the
Toweet vl Lomdnn before hor cxcovtion by huming. {261,

Dhilferent Genres
T.tr artleleey inehades oot only selecdons from b
tradilivnal Frevans genres of fistivn, poeny and druma
ST, SLUGE wOTNEN 'S wrlling oben fanscends thede boundarics.
I aleo B3 cssays on philosophy and oo thonryy fur
nslares, My Wollsiersorall's =A Vindication ol the Bigtils
sl Women with Strictoces on Politics! and Moral Subyjecs”
LAtn-527, und the amizulution of nower votces 1ike Taula Coann
Allen, whise perspeclive is Natve Amorican, aml ther ot
bell hucka [ 189405, whase viewpaint is A e Amorscan.
Thers are belere und schections Tram antabporraphics Tl

revaal vy persongl facel: of the lives of the writers, Gie

[

s conditiens of thedr lives, the Taw s Uhe woisl sneoe i
il thee nom=s and conventions it impact an them The
sevamtean il ceolury memain af Lady Sane ITalkew, the
corrzapindence of eightceal veniues 18 First Lady, & higail
Adauag, L slave narmiees of Mary Prince: Tlarrior Tacnohs
At [Lnneh Crafs, and the “Captivity Nanuwiive of Mary
Ruowlindsen, wha was Lachish bom bol emireatsd 10 the
Iluesychisetts Due Colany in 1639 and ws rhep captured
and ke hostuee By ancIndian uibe, Her narmalve becams a
bestscllor and the Feeraiy podel Tor the many caplivise
narfalives that followed. Theee ane samoe of e memorahle
wrilugss i the antholugy, Coming closer to the prosont times
thers ure the uegnaics ol doan Riges <Tumiliar e e ul s
Leromighy ber “Wide Sargasse Sea™y an ber Nife m she
Canbbeun, domestic hendbenks faaturinge resipes awd
bwsebild scdvice fown [sabelia Beetan dninere ny TR
Liemnz, horh peiciate and devatiooal. lyrics o Dilues urlistes
and the mowes | penre of ®%Aman’s wridne in [rint. the graphic
memein A selection from Alison Bechale?s *Tun Homie. A
barndly Tragicomic™ & coode boek (omad which i anmaang!
approich Lo women’s aulehingraphy, supcess the vicliness,
Wiz dvorsiny and the time apan of the seletions, many o
which are publishod in fhaiy Lotalite.

Waomen: the Dispossessed in Society

he bipact of law o the position of women i the

raiileenth o the sevenmeench conluciss is axhanstively
diseissetlin the Risrcaivul overvicw (7 13) and the Oyl
Covilinales™ cssay which procodes this sacting. The sseays
flizcugs the manuer in which tha L uperancd i this wre n
deline marrige, muling e wonn dn uhecual puriner. Iris
pussiisle onily L give 8 el dheeh of the comsles weh of
s rlhvcl povermed rhe lves ol women, nudking b comupletel
depeudent nn her insband. "M doctrine ofervditure, which
applied o all wucnen whather ey betomged w0 the nohility
or e middle or loweer elasses, ssserred o busband and
wile weors ane perann At liw, I mesane il o woman bad o
lejrat rights Lo anything ioclading her eown by, Avnazingly,
#ix hiidred vears Liter, o woman 'z delis over hor owen huiy
v slll aefssne, Reproduerive riehis und 3bogGon rights am
siill vigewausle debared, fhe Ruer heing oo of L2 O Tgsuey
i rhe ez Lnited Siates presidantial election,

T

-t

TVE., b2t Ihe Lavees Rssolution of Wiornen s B izljle 4 LBETY,
I LAUE 2VEY wormen 15 a0 infl”, lucking power “oven
oLt wltich is anere her ooen™, Tu bis view  wioman hard by
b am existancs independont ol ber hushand, “A woman™ he
slakzs in the conldenr voice ol male sutheaily, “slistererh b
in the viches of her husband s the micone has no fight Bl in
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the sunne’s™. The infantilizatinn of women has sesonances
el e colimial stramcgee ol impasing an intantiliss an the
“marrea”, practiced o axerzize aontineing control osver thi
tnhihitants nla country oecupisd by the colonizing poarcr i
underlines the link hebweon colanialism and the sysrems of
dominutiem imposed on owomen. For wemsn i many
eoapticics tha movement o0 oaticnal indepndence was
sy ncsrsnen R weith the srrnzgle for wamen’s righis

.

Siree the docerine. of coveroare that peevailed from che
Snurreinida bo the seviomtoenth comtorics i esmed the huskang
with sole rights o his wilz's proports including har bods
thees waas rroan toe domestic abnse, and there 5 evidence
that wifs abase was prevalent and: condawed by soviety,
Wirginia Wealt, ind R of One’s Qwn, gooles Tooc
Profossar Trovelyan’s "History of Engband ™ whare, adee the
hasding “Weman™, ha dozoribes "wife-hoaring™ ag '3
revonissd mehl-ol man, and was practised wirthaot shame
by hich we well as low o SCaverturg was aimesd al
cunsuhduling property and peaver and impacted strangly on
Lthe kind of mamidge gmivls of mardageabie age, particulacly
(rom the nohility eud the 2Flumnt claszcs, entered i,
prrriags ranely being bascd on bnve, hoing clrece 10 Tnziness
pierren The antholary containg teo zzlzcrions fooam 1he
sevenlecath cencury digrics of Fade Anne Halkelt (55 1M
and Mary Bovle Rich (103-100: somen wha resistad thel:
Families” dictates on tigir chniec of warriaze pactoees, To
guate Trevelvan again. he apeaks nof the fate of "rhe danghte
welne mefueed Lo mume the pentlaman ol her paront’s choice™;
shie s tuble b be locked ap, beaton and fhing sl the
ropnt witkout any shock being inflictsd on pllic opim. .
“The wilecl ol the doctrine of covermme was cSxacehared by
Jaes B el primisgeniture which deprived the second son of o
fimizly [rern inheriting proporty and wealth, Raor thess
wornen ' s chuce ol maniage pammers wers naen who wauld
nuk hive brought inancial henetir inte the mamiage: Aplua
Lichn in ber play “The Rover™, pohlished in 1677, like the
disrizls of e seventsenth conory, assams & woman's rielil
res eiaeiss T sruriaee panloer.

The writitgs of womsn of s perivd eapress & degite for
cwnership, not only of malenal things but even of their
ehildres o the event wly hushand and wife separatize. the
woii wis deaied custody ol theirchildren: Shioswsas denied
svea the ghil v make & owill Lven the wagea 8 malris)]
woridl Lraigil homee were the pruperty ol her hoshand,
Bofore 1730 women were sapeeted thowritc noly on
rheatozical ey ond on theit experiences of picty, Any
titesiesl o the matemal world oorside the family was vigwsd
wilh s uspliian areyen aver. mastilite A weoman whao showed
such un ineresl was lahellzd a whors ar cven worze (13 145,

L

bany of the works thar expeess, unplicitly o esplivithe a
Jasire For suae Tosrooolow perehip dio so throweh the lenzouee
af mouming 5 we can foe axpressed in some of the carly
women' s wTiting pablizhed it che artholeze. Women's desin
for provwar, for propomy: For acccss toediearian, aod for the
Ty toczpenk thien mid Treely, e eapressed aoly on e
dareediold el Tows artd deathe, T as as a0 a0 weormian 1 wlioaed o
declure hersell as un individual persen onlyat the mameont
arinanticipation of the marsene it whizh she coaszs moosist
Ir s s it the pessilhiline of 2pproaching dearh ey the
prahibirions on puble expression by woren (120, Elizabeth
Jaceline®s “The Bolher’s Levwcis o Hur U nhome
Childa™{55-fy and the cxtvacr framn Parnchy Leigh’s Ingacy
bk, "The Meshar’s Blessing™ (31 35 we representulive of
{he Legiaey boobs writen lor-children o have <n-a micher's
desath. Womnen dying ac childbirth heing a cormmaon cecirrener:
al Lhis time, loceling and many athar mochers hod
premonition of their desths and thess fogacy hoalks vy
prignantly cupress & desine of the women seiing e produce
samething of their cwn n wortan's wish we lay claim m some
wity Lo Imer children (the Tuther ‘s propery by law), oven from
pevond g prave. hese hoaks areackind of will, a willing
o decply personal intellecal propecly®™ (133 The excerpl
piinlished 15 the lewer Elizabeth wrots o her husband end
aiachal wo ler book. L arteulates the cendared sat of
expeclaliens she buy Gor her chifd,

o

Polities of Locathoan

I writinges Desturcd 39 che antholoagy show ws thar tha

leticnal fudith Shekaspease was oof the ooly o
writing in this carly pericd, altbousl Viepinia Woall's
[eresprion wins Thist wormean then el wias bum with the gilt
of posiry In Lhe sixlsenth century was &0 unhappy woeman, a
wemin wlsin M againse oescit Al the eonditians of ber Tife,
wll her cmen instiners wiere hostibs to e siave of oo
is neadad to sos froc whatever i: i the brain,

vehach

Wonlf's passicnitsly Isld conviction was that the snoicoy
veined Tived in, and the muterial circomasranaos af ber 3t
wers what impacted mast strongly on hed abilily e wrls,
Rheargnes in A Boeowm of One'swn (19270 thar tn-he s
snceesilul wriler o woman nesded her own apEce, 8 ranm of
Ligr veen. wod hud 1o be Pnanciaily independent and Tiad to
ligwe 300 peunds a vesr (ahoat AR dellars fodayh, o
independenee thar faw womicn had i Waealfs 1,

Adpicnne Rich, ane of the el nuportsol wrilses ol the
teennath centuey, echwes simlar sentments (1535295 Hoer
Leliel was thul puzms and eseuys (=he writes in bath genres)
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gre: prodoces of & specific thwe, She bepan v date ber pocms
A58 way of wdwating that there was o “pobinies of lacalice”,
thit wliinl coin bed weritten and i= writen i wery soch conlingent
wn Lhe muterial conditions of the soelety in which one lives,
the “mepemance nocanly of & perscn’s pereanal history Hur
dlao of hat simaon withic o oulicn’™s hstory and hor Tite
gapesienuey — whether of privilzoe or ofappression™ 11191
Drune Wukoski, writing in the Tae 19800, wha sees hensell
s adistnatively Amensan poed, suve "I 12 eually written
incthe otz of one’s vuluoral myths, and olten with reforenen
toe zander and ruce or ethnic origing” (16740 Through
presenlipg the percendnns of women weiers of diffsrent
ethmic orging, siruarcd in different soeial and ¢ullural malisus,
and writing in.diffeeenr periods of Gome, the snthnlogy makes
roanitese that it 15 the mlerial conditions of cvensday litz
that impacied most sironply on weaamen’s alvilite o feleisa
the lealive upulse in them and give expression e el
conwrns, their nseds und intereses and, Aathe nnore, that thers
wits & “sinultaneicy of proteundly differeal lives and modas
ol cxprosaion acrnes Women'™s worlds™

o

b

"Wamen's Worlds™, teoes tha cxtension of the world ol
women s writing, the sxpansion of s Loriaon as sacial
apheavuls changed the configuration uf societes through
dizpersul of paaple and the shifiing of pepuladons dirough
tho initiation of the stave tide in 1441, colonization, the
movement of people rom England and Iecland o >orll
Adesica, anrsd conlliors s the tae world wars of the
Lweentlieth contury, and the Bossian Revolution of 1917, whizh
hedd 2 ehe dwindling of the wale populution, giving wsamel

though remporacily - o different rale to play i sociste.
cmerging oul of the conlines of their hootes: 1o work o
Boepitaly and fectarizs. The womens suffisslls movement
of the ninstecnth conmry, the ialspendence movemenes in
Alrica, the Caribbean aod Asia und the strendand
decolonizatinn, the anli-aparthedd moverment i Kootk At e,
tha civil righls wavement end the anc Viztnam war

eampaigng, are some of the significant mevements thal had

an impact oo women's writing. e impetus for women who
were moved Lo wTitz enoissies which arose oot of these
uphezvals. By the end of (e nineteenth conmury, Eqelish
aduzarcd Fadian borm wemen, soch as Papdidun Reunabet
Saraswal, wers wrling back to the dolonieers, orosenting
heir own perspoctive om their wofld L2,

Brealing Tabags
b nihinlogy traecs the tafeciery of women’s writing

thrangh rhe fonmesoth century Lo the prosent day wlhece
itz seope eXkends 1o encompass subjoats that hiad been uboo

-

26}

like rape, inczst, and lesbianism, Diene Wakoski gives
exressian 10 et perceplion ol American poctry: “Adnerican
puelry is always ahout definm onesell individualiv: elaiming

5 right 1o be diffsrent und olten o hreak faboos™,
Infiecting this sigmificant aspoct of peenli=th cenlury witing.
Mava Angaio, i her autobiopraphy £ pgare Wi e Cogd
fird Nings, writes of heing maped by ber mother™s boy friend
rhar lad her Lo stop speaking for six years, The excerpr
published hera (15300 eeonats the process of the erudayl
ragasre ey of ber abilioy e speak.

ons’

Wa can cootrast tbe writings ol the acweneenth ceolury
diarists Jocaling and Leigh with the wrilings of Margaret
Facas Cavendishiy Le23- 1874 who the cditnrs see as “ane of
the first writers in English we can call a ferminist or
rodafemiomst”, e ses hows far women have wavelled oo thal
dillicull path of liheeation, She pralests that we ars kapt as
hirds in cages to hap up und down i mar hanzes oo suffered
t Mlv abroad, | . we ace shel vulof wll power, 2nd arharice
by reason we sre never omployed cither i civil or maritl
alfairs, nur counzels gee Jaspised and lauchad at, the best of
T ACLies ans lrodden down with scarn ber the overwesning
canccit men have ol themaslves and thiongh a deep
despiszwenlol us,

L.
[

TS
Ll

e
s

Tha first wornan writer in boglish 1o write mainty Lo
publication, she reiferates o lec wrilings the power satpals
belween men and wonign: The two selectives from her
writings, ingluded w e anthalosy ottzst o her femiisimn.
The reader’s atention i fooused o the fact that she s 4
weurnan and sha compliins aboul the way hor soy infloences
hier wrlimes and theirrcecpricm. She wias considered eccontric.
partly Far ier taste for estruvagant and theaerical digss but
ot T ber intellectual tastz and she gained o repulaion for
mexdness gy she did not conform 1o the current norms of her
sociely, In wn age when seamen were pricarily encearagad
o spoend their time on the pursuil of piste. Margaret's intejest
wag natial philosophy (scicnce) She read widely on the
subject and wrote leamed exsiays onil. In 16335 she presented
ey "Phikosophical and Physical Opiniens® (11023 ea the
universitics of Cumbradies and Oxford, hoping for petognition.
Sire maned some of the meagnilicn she saught when, afres
“lerce dobak: ainong its membershin™ The Royal Sceiety
ot Livadon invited ot oo visic that piestipions institution oo
chagrve two of the mast pruminent scicntises of the
seventesitth cenlucy, Bobert Bovle and Roben Ilouke.
cunduct their experiments. She addresses her epistle =T the
Twed Tmivemities.” hoginning "maost fumously learmed ', and
canaloding with the words:
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I thy mcton wl oo ool viosatecal thaugh
nnnanzl Frr u womun li;]'m:'-'-_-md Bk e tbie universily,
ot impmdences, tor the setion 38 honour, wlthough
g valnglorions, botif i el Lam b oe parcensd,
sirice Lhiece 1= Litlls difference botasen man and hoase
bt what amsd e and wloce makes,

The appiresl tane of hamilicy and self-deprecotion is
subverled by the sting wothe Tasl few wrards.

skirming over the cor-lenls pags of e sallclagy Cwhess
the ratinmality of cach wonan wrileris aivend, one Tods Qo
m terms of nationalite, up tn the ond of the sevenisenth
cerhery, woets formed a faily homogenoons: group. They
were roeuly from Boadawd, o few fom Trekand and Scarland
and some rom-Americn, sellectine the Dact theat Toslish wis
limited tothe Brosh Ixhes and woAamencs, haerne spread 1o
the Taftar when English aposkors from Engrland wnd frelund
sl tlad these,

The “MNew Domnestic” Yoman® ve. the Adlventarouns
Womun

he pacture cloiciees e ooe eonlers e siehbseulb cenluiy

und cobonializm dispersed people and sprecad the Tnglish
lanznage 7 Atriza, rhe Carvibbeanand Agia. The conharewaz
e Bigh woaned ok of cotonialisnn, Boglusd Bavieg samed o
renopoly on the shipment ol ensloved people from Arcaiz
714, The age 15 normally perocived ws the Ape of
Enlightenmenc, being defimed by i3 pakitical ond
philesaphical comanrs - the litzrary iants of the age heing
Samuel Iobozon, Alexander Pope and Ievathan Soiti. Tweas
alsoar peciand of infenss polilical Cogiedl i e wearkd Towas
the Age of Bevalubons in-beth Americe and Trunce, Tehind
thiz bamign fmege of liborelisrm was its dark underside,
enlogializm and slaverny, which the adifors spily oo iz
wawally caprchenzihla anmmepeise™ (2250

Drespite e expansion of e noven world e trend wes b
imprison wormen in the sl world of domsesti sy, Conduet
maninials and cduzaricnal trestises skorched the autlines o5 a
tomale idennry, Tiess paputar wrikings. created of course by
iz e e e coeseplal g " proper Tad v and atlecnpied
creale wn idsal el Termmnity, The “nave domasico womean”,
as Mancy Armstrang callzd her had ahovvz all o heoan
cificient, industvions and: fiygs] hiensew ity She bad o e
fliecreet, sellallaciog b Qe pednl of near ivsibiive in publiv
cearemely madest and chusoe™. Ome ol the beat-known
condoct Books creating this idzel woman was D lablin
Crregery s ficled A Farhor's Tiegacy ra His Danghtors”

(17740 e defined the parameners wathie which wornes wers
svppnzed tod e

slie oot [}luu it buginess or digsiperz | herasll]
i pleasurs aoed riol ws s oo oties dayodar the
pressure sl mislortmis,

Oz e bard]ly conunigon oo e denblostandards hone. He
SOURSCIE wormen arainst wil, “the mest Jangercus tlent you
can poeRzas . und oncourages [eomale madesly, which Frhink
is E‘I:-’-I.’“1TiH| i your sex, (and] wall naturally IJj.:-[.I'JSS e T b
pather silgnt in company cspecially o lonme ene®. Thes were
the striotures aod rules womezn pad to ahide by in Lhe
patriurciul soctely ol Qe eixbieenth cenmrys Condnes honks
like tris and medical manwals helped (o fusler the wWzal il
walnan wiere happissr at inme, By 1RO most womoen al the
reudille rawl, wers Litesate, alhowgh the rrps et 2ducacion thay
Pl wocess bowos guile buaetes While Litsiacy taes aneang
wornen incressitd drarnutically durines the stelizenth centuey,
crdition i weamen was frrvanad om. Unlikic mnoan sarlior age
whierra siall ocup of avisnoee e wornzn gained an cdiucazion
wids in 2 reach embraciog all e subjaets that men had
accese L, the seope ol sducation pacrowsd; subjects like
Lacin. Giveck and malhematics were cunsidezed o
Trepsenline” 0 he vanghe ooowaimen and marenyer wommen
wers ool expectel] lodieplay el eoodilicn publicly.

Fdugation wag ot gimed ar stirnulafing the mind and
SHCOUrAREE & s Of fngquuny Dot ar croating a satistizdand
Caliiled wife and mehen The schogl curncolum for 2irls
weite (here T Cutbured v suill this cire oo sorited serise af thcir
potsnual. Bul women's munds anscended hese bnposed
lirntbations om their ekl uriverse Gee Collura] Covcdinutes.
"Blugstockinga™) Despice this seilling iotellzoiual
airclioiEng, (haie wers women who veafored hesand rhasz
boundaries wnd 1o therr wriliog sbatiersd Geese Teters. ool
restricting their work to thaeniopical thermes us they bl been
campelicd todo i the catlicr period, buk experimenting in
all georzs. A Ritherta neshared forcitary wasjonmalizm. Elira
Havewumal wresded aod publistied "TheFemale Spectae™, the
Aretperiodical Tor women actuetly edited by ard publisted
P & woman. Balaneed arainat the “new domestic swimmun™
was the advenmoous waman, ready to move onr nat-anly from
the ¢anfings of their hames i toclocarticns outsids their
ceentey, S of e Wavellad oul OF BEoDCic necessity,
ke sutlors' wives who prelermed the Icrds af Tile oo
shipthmard rather chan tha physicl sscurite of Hie st home
dewiaid of financial soeuritey withenr the suppor atf their
buwsbanuds” watsres, Oiliers Like BElica Faw (1750-18 103, cagnrprs
rorm “Omieinad Letters Teozn Dndia 1248-537 wavellad wilh
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her hushand fe eolonil cuiposes liks Tndia whers he Sad Beon
callzad to practise Low, but ferer npdeitock move wips o India
alens tn (he hope of making lier Tortune thers The
miellecivally curions lke Lady BMury Wortley Mantagu
Pwhise writings have ilready been disenssedd saizmd the
apporunines vidlded of wavelling to the expuondine wanld 1o
leam aboul other sacietizs and cullores.

Wurnen's writing moved out ol the damestie spuce of home,
mnrerided, children and tamife fife, subjevts which wers
regardad s e anly sphoros wenmcn wers cornpetent fo writ
o, und shiflled oo the public urena. us the anthalogy
ddesranstraces 20 eompfelensivel v theoash the writings il has
selected for inglugion, 1 Pealures the writings ol Abirail
Adams (1744 [81F) the socond tivan Jady of dee 1.5. Shc had
ne frrmnbed voadion und was maindy self-tamshl. bue expresses
bz ey ddlivichaul views clonly wod fonhrightly o oy
Fritizee, Tn her leciers producesd Diere as sxecrprs froun “The
Adiwms Family Correspondence™, titled *The Mulurs
Wornen's Experience’, "Reomember (ke Ladics™, and
“Helueariong i Uhe Mow Repmblic”®, (e Tivst @0 a conzing the
ftervee Lo her hughand, she wshe that the Famale perspective
] thie impirtames of fetle educalion be conaidersd (28] -
83). The gightaanch cenlury was uporind whe )y weansn mede
i sipmiticant contribaion o the smoerging saore of the navel.
sardh Fielding, Aonme Radelitts whoowiss the innovaror of e
anthic tevel. and Franess Burpey ane some of the wrilers
[eatured m the anthelogy, o mene hendtionl of the 456 works
ol proas fetics published betweon FEOS amd L.

Marratives ol Slavery

Frf.m'l the ningreaith cenlory crwards the English specking
world sould ae lenger be considered ethnically and
erltusally —homogenzons, hot the cemmaon link they Tad
wiag 4 Laspware— the Fnalish lenpuage which they ussd o
enpress Lheir ditferontwiys of pereeiving the world and what
iU s Lo b o woman at the tme. The nigetsench CUMLLTE
LT WIReTs —wiere o hederogenean s gruup disperscd all
ever thewarldh They wire Hritish, Aoerican and indizeaons
w0 ol celomzed greas, Back weemen dn the Uniesd Sies
wehiodid not havia the 3008 riehis s wehits wormes, and white
wearren who mievad 1o the edges of the Biind Brpire. Theae
women eame freol dillenent class pesitives and hetd widaly
di¥CrE T Yigws on Lz buming issues ol the day 'The many
wiiney working on the sngar plantadons tn MNarth Aroerica
wnd the Caribhean wers denied any cdveation o that their
twes dre lacgely wochronicled in priod, but [onuenarely e
have aeeess (0 one o tan woices, for instancs. e namidve
of Mliry Trnce, bomasleve in Bernods and 2ald Thess e

il

I

b the Lione she was twelve veure uld. moving from thess L
Autrpie —und rhen i Enclond as she was passed from one
sk o snarher a3 a commadite of sale, Her “story--
was transeribed by e abolitionises, be Sosan Stackland o
witom sha ograled 1L and icowas siblished in London and
Elibucghe iz LR This mechiamd versiun nesulbtod in g certaiy
wrmount of difotion of il npuce end case daubl on i
wurhentiaify. fac it wos while she sweas inthe setvice ol Themus
Pringle, he secrstary of the Anci-Slavey Sucieia that. ot his
recuest, Prince aamated ber sioey to Stickland, The suspizion
atose il the story was “doctosed”, that the abafifienise miy
have influenced hoy to sofl pedal cortain aspaons, for nstunce
thz seamal aluse ghe was subjected toowhich is ersly Kned
ar. Abcan e man relored moonly g M 1 she says fas
(risvabed by Strickiand

Heo had an ugly fuzhiom of stripping himsel! and
ordaring dste then towasheohim o atub of water, This
Fas worse o me than all the Loke. Semotimes whey
be culled me toowash D [ weeld nar enmg, gy sves
weere won Bl of stuune, He o wonld thon gopes 1o bt
me: 240,

Thiz mas percetvod as -heing ton shocking (or her andizige
et Ls oot therzfone, explicily stuted. Ofer aspects wers
behieved tn have been svareeruted; for instaoce e phyvateal
LEATIE,

M. I3 — has afren siipped me naked, hung e up by
Lthe wrists and beal me with the cowskin, with his own
hand_ till fyy bl y weus raw weith gazles,

to frther the abulitionisr cause, Mevertheless, the "Hisiowy
of My Prince, a Wit Tudian Sluve: Helared by [essell”,
published in fr= entivety in the anthalagy {419 387 mukes
el pegdingr,

Thraugh the writings of the eighleench and ninseeuth
cedtluries the antholagy centasts different pagspectives on
e irsoicutien of slavery, 4 dask phenamenen thut came o
the fore dyvine thess perinds. Anti-slovery movements
sucesaded i the uholifion of glavery throwshot the Brigel
Frapire vnly n 1833 The Jourul of Janct Schaw, 5 Scoltish
winin whi traveted frow Svedtand to the West Tidies wih
biesr brucher wha wias the nmoager of 8 suzar cane plantation
in B0 Christapher, reveuals a perspeetive on sluvery which iz
dismrhing o ils complate lack of aodersianding and
ingensiavily o the satfering of the ensteved Atrizan woakers
o tis plantution, an aititude which was quite tvpical of the
agz - the joumal begine in 17770 and her elass—a class ol
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privilcnzd Sonte whe had wmasssd weallh from plenladane | momenturn: The antholugy falucss the wiitings of Elzabers

i b depeaded on the expicitation of shave lahoar. It titled
“Thie Tourmal of o Lady of Qualire: Being a Narvarive of a
Jurrese Imom Sconlaned D0 12 Wiesl Tudies" (2020 an exia
ia uthiished in the antholpge, A %L L Olovaee" (2641
Spealing of the mapnar it which the "MNagrnes™, ot man
amed st whe ane sieipped muked Lo e wgist and swehipoed
by i driver who wiadx s hehandd them bubding 32 bas liand w
snpn ) wehipoand a long one, this 5 what s5e s

VWhen cie colues w B bettor acquainies with the
watdure ol e Nepaves, the Tdwrour of it mnst wear off,
I35 thes sulTering of des boemas iod et gonshiines:
th grocatest mizery of punishment, bul wath theds il g
merely carporeal, As oo hrutes icinflicts ne wonund
an thedr ipind, whase Matorss szem made oo hear i,
il whioee sulfecings ars notausanded wath pam beyand

the: present ool (263 )

Tha dehnranization of the sluves 15 srthinge and olfends o
teaden”s sensihditics. Marcowsr thatane of superioricy reveals
hier stctal g i preiudices Tha jouiaal carries a daic
prteT Ly e narraid e ol Tlary Prince, o the eopaotol i s
zvan morz KRocking in s complel: insensitvily o Lhe
siffering ot Tman heings whon wa road- it atoer reading the
heirro o deicnle of e olesical, contal and seceal abuse
docurrented in Prnce's nurrative.

Sopauiast Trath™s narcative in ihe antholagy was dictatad b

b g while gecretiny, Olove Grilhert. Truth gave horas!f

Cnatl maanes by expiess hier dedicalion (o sajonsiaing in the land
speabiog Guad s tulle I also prssenls o spesch Teoth oade ot
the 151 Women's Bishis Ceavenban inAdkoea, O, which
came o b knawn as the “Arne | a Womean™ specch. One
virsan of iF publizhed bees s the eapoit thar was piklizhed
i the Apl 3lavery Buale™ of L85], There s gzoater
imerietissy in the verstan ol e speeck (009- 1 s " Tecanded
in Bermnscesnoes ol Drances B Claee®. o Tsoozist aclivizl
wint s the president of ta moecoingy Cupe’s sersion allsmple
tovaaptorz Tiacs awn words and the cadencos of her vedce.
Te vy tazt that the camvendion was haldand thar Toah, 2
black worrkn succeedsd do spealaong al i aeaist ooch
appasition ITom the audicnoe alicats to how [8r women
partizarly hlack women, had “=ajeamed™ onothe path o
resl ewandipation, Onse she was leaally - frae, Truth spene
et U speakine woainst slovery aod Tur urarersal b
rizhts,

L

-5
L

Iz thes Ugiled Staies. the nineteenti centary was thetime when
unbi-zlavery senlimente aod Uie gboliionist cause zainsd

E
-

3

Cady Stanrom, an #gtivist-in chs canse of wonen’s nighe anid
ric sholitioniso cause: -She 1 besl kmown e the prisie mover
ol the Arranican women™s snffrage mavvement hoectzz al her
co-apnrsarship of the Seneca Tulls Convenlion ol [B45
(Culiwsd Coumdinanes, 324550, wiiere she and othor membaers
whoo attznded the canvertion drelied the “Deelaniuon of
Senuments” (51718 whnch pacallel ine T Declaranion ol
[depsndenza™, ta Carone Tor egual Gounsal, socisl and
puliical rights far women ™. " Thi Declaration of Sentmenle”
EE)

'z hiszory ol mankind 1 abistory ol repeated wijaes
el usurpalions oo the pact of man tosard sweaman.
hawing in dirsctabjeer ihc cstablishmene of en absolabe
beranmy sover hes T prove Uis Tew fucts be subaniosd
reya candid weorld,

Antang those Tacts ars:

He has nowcr parmittad her o saeriise herinalienabls
riahats v e slective franchise .

e las compzlled her ra suhmit to laws, in the
lormintiom o waich she hed no volse:

Tle Bas emade her 1P miarcisd in tha oyes of the Taw
aivilhy doad.

Lle Lize taben for e a1l vight fn preperts
wazse Rl cRIms.

[

1t the

As sl fragise, Cudy Stanton voieed o beliel “naotaaly ooihe
ahitinr bt alaa i the necessity of womnen s legal coatnal iver
thetr tnabienahle aszels (ther Bodies aod mousls) and Gaw
aliznalzle anes (hicic mopey, labear and property )™

The dacoment was signed m TELE by [ waamen and 52 moen
all delegates t the first womzn's righls conysnlion tn Se st
Falls, Mew Work, pesar kncawea as the THAE Wiamnen’s Highis
Convention. The maost radical ol Qs mescloticas was he nint,
rhat ir was the duty of wamen o sscwre the vole [or
themtaeves, and it was pessed by the comvenbon aller vigeseus
debate, The aotliclogy gquetes Chasicotc Wondwaed, a facrory
wiorkar fromm Waterloo Mewe York ons ol the vounzesl
slroanaries [ the copvenlicag, who said:

Bvery [bee ol my bewwg velelled, althongl silznry,
foor all rhe haurs that | osat and sewed sloves fara
migerable pinance wiich after i was carncd. could
rever haming., baantad rowork bt L wanied g chooss
wx ek and T wanded eocolleet my weages.
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W hal she says 15 vellcored e the “Senamenss 000 the three
hundssd ar a0 whe arrsncsd the comeaneion, Woesnes weas
Theandyane alive in W20 10 see the: passsge of e NMinctoenth
Adneadoent o e Coustiivtod whicl temoy & sasrictions
ant sl for wornen, declariogs e Gas el el cilieens

shall mot ke denied o abrideed byt United States or by |

ABSTATANE Gl ACENT of &nETL I cneapsalates the vierary ot |

wearezl sullragists who had foughl Tov so Lo (o g e
rizhe iy heive o viace 10 the Torrmwlation ol ey wiich sy
were compelled o submit I 1 these Incramental bt
sigmificant steps b which women pained cquality of fignts
with men that the anrhalresr traces,

A Wider World of Women's VWriting
LGWnn’.*n'q Wernrlds™ sutoneds che hoeizon af easliel
anthalngies, choding io it ool ooly (s

cabctisal wiolen weiters like the Brootes, Ceeree Elicl, Taoe
Ausien, Hurmel Beecher Stows. Mare Shellay (2xcerpts from
“Frankenstein wrich eonld he consicared an carly work of
seinnes ofion 378000, but also those of Sojoacser Truth
wleeady cefeceed e and e Rolivnelzesd actobioerapbye ol
1ueriet Jacobe who escaped slovery in Momb Caroling and
witwiged emancipaiion for hersel D and her children, Uhe lartzr
i Olled “Mcidents 0 the 1Lz af @ Slave CHim and sEcniprs
arc feamrsd in the snthology (T35 180 This wide spectouze
ot wrings spasnisg etz and cluss divides are legured in
the wottruloey b allond ws o Heh sampling of the writings of
the minetzenth century

Fepresenting the toannicth eootury 12 the preszol Jay, Lhe
anthalogy features the weitings ual anly ol meinslrsam
wrke fs, prlmasily freann Bogluod and the United Stales zuch
we Ldith Whartan, ¥irginia Wooll . Murgeter Atwond
(Cuneday, Doriy Lessing, Nading Crnrditnoe (8auth Africal,
Alica Munea i anaday, Sy beia Plath, Mava Aneeloo, Auadre
Laarde and Trmi Morrizoa, Tt alao (e wrilings, bath puetrs
and prross, which artionlale the voices of Surejing Maidu,
Cionrelia Sorabii. Aol Desai, Nayumar Saghal ana Bharari
Mukherjss from Indis. Knkoyve Nakhawat Hasseln fiom
Hangladzsh, Bapai-sicdhvag aod Sava Sulect feom Pkl assd
Anne Wanazghe aad Yaemioe Goonsraloe rom 5o Lanko,
The Canibbeun tou 12 represented in the poetry snd prose of
Teao Bhys, Jamaica Kimeaid, (¥ivar Senior and irace
Michels, Meny of these Azian and Carikbean writzrs do oo
livain the coumpry of theie Bicth but hasve moved W diffeczol
Irarions.

otk al
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A {ilnhal Prameworl

T"'@. |J'|_‘:-'|il'||‘:i|_:_'_':.' At awcmen's 'r'.-l'i1i|'lg| i the fwsenticeth and
Lererely liestoeiiuiies ceflect the alabal specad of Brglizh
wnd one has by operosive woren's wrlinge wihin o piobal
Irarnewark: Soms kv evenls in chis period, suchas Bedaa
Woarld YWars. decolanization, and arher cqnalw sfanifizunc
el dlzewdy Wlenlilzed, leoked vere diflemenl fu weansan’s
perspective. SWIthin anti-colenie] movemsnls wiamsr s
crzir serupebes as being wsmed nol juss weanslae exlernad
powr T glan againse narive patriarchal soructomes™ | hi s
thaage thar sase the dizmanrling of receband idsas @b
aeuder wid sociely, The [0 was "be decads af ebe!lion
aainsl emrenched pender reles and roce-based social
divisipms™. "I'he writings included in the anthobyry refloct
+rhess ooncarng and W sas many Black wriicss engaging
it heseissues, The weoniiies of wowen [rocnAdrics, At
e Caribbeun cheallenged ibe wealem colienial serenlype
al the colonized wotnan as o pesaive victim. Women ke
marejind Maide, whoowas callzd “the Mightinzale of India®
Al won cribical acelain Dor bey paoetcy, ovk pucl Looastl
walugtil wnd mutvmalist moevermenia, besoming an welivasl for
Locitun indeperdence and ertering the pehlic dornain ol Indidn
puhinical e, Her poctry erzated & uniguely Indiar landseape
and persend, e subjsets haing the orpical Indian gbpsy and
baugle sellen toumuotivieed Daures who nevanbeles: sppeded
ko s Tndiam readership long Zed on g colonia] dist sehers the
suhjocis ot peatry woers the pastaral shephedds and
shepherdeszes who roanigd the, Eouglizl copotrvaide wrothe
srlden haffxlils v (he cuckos which heralded (b Lnglisk
SPELELLIe,

[Rukzvs Sukwwchat Hlosagin, bom b enoopper class Muozlim
lamnily 1 4 -2mall village inswlut is now Rangladssh, weets
arricles pncwomen’s suljezation i paliackal soviety o
wirans Cile utloucmale. She ey motivaled 1o her werilings
i rilee consclowstes5 thaul apmressive socizl coschmns
impsed upon women in the name abreligion ar readiticon. Tn

ar shant seony, " The Sulaan’s Dreann”™ (131728 elis wller
auropian vizioon everluroe the pracices ol ber spoiery. Ina
carrivitl irersion of roles she imarines & waockd wehees men
are veilcd and in paedah, seanesiersd o the 2énaia, gl
wonmea .

T richoczs and e sheer velume of Use weriloes 1 the
astthatesy preclude the possitbality of discussing such of the
weriters individually o tn depth. Cne can anly bz selootive
one's anblyses, idnmifj-r'inf_jtl:;r ahandtnl ofwrirings thad ey
b acem as baing epresentative of seutaly Lends o eech dge
andof particular Hls sxperences of women. Beflscled inthe
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winedar il arry ol wrildogs that Dus Do seleersd minsdistinet
rhreads which inlerescl Some of (iess Live aliesdy Becn
remiched spon —the plobal spresd of Dnelshwhich e izmdeil
(b s of seomen who capressed thear thougbils, conveans
artd aspimticns, their ssmzgle to nuke sooisty accepl il
i Tehis e urdvarsal Ao aro wamen’s rights oo ther
atmtgzla tor empowermend, B booding of woman anmas
pacinl, class and aoviar divides and Lheir endssy our 19
brealaluwn these capsomicred Darricrs of preiedics. I
e memeirales e w10 which with snoecceding waves of
deonlomuzativn. “the inslnoent of Bopie™ became a potene
tol Tt the possessio of worne ol colour o Afriea and
Lie Cagibheain and senmen tront Asta, Lalin Americ s olis
on Angly Aecican writzes who bagen to erile back” W
fre Lmpics, resizliog their eprsscrraniat a: pfassive and
cpressed obisele, wresting veoleol e Then livas, inresting
rremasives with apency, delinizy sulijectivitg, and
reprasaneing their “worlds™ in their awn eonds.

(T
bl

1o i
4l ds

Two Sri Laokan Yyrilers

by o the Arian and Camshean wruers do not lve 1o
Ml,hq' gy -af fheir hth e heve mosed By dil fener
focativres, Do Anoe Rarasiaghe and Yazmine (faoneratne
shure tne digsponc experoue, Rangsnzhe, of (e R,
pecarms o citizen of 5o Lanka in her wlelt Tifs oo 1936 and
has boen Pring there smee, whersas Cinomeraine’s [ils hos
Lol Lrowsd tlos pafly 0 petee rse: Boen il Lank, sho has Bved
much of her wdell lile i Aoslealia,

IRz noly pocm on the Tlekcausl and the geoocide of 20
millian Fewish penpla and parhaps the only puem by a
Gepznal om wrine in the anthalnge, iz Anne Henasinghe’s
“Auscliwile o Colombe™. Tike  manss snnthar writar
feacuned here. s wos corpeliod v deive the fountey ot hiae
Birth. Being lowish, the aeceszion ol Adoll ILide: as
Chancelior of {ionniany in 1452 und the eolrenchozzol of
Nazizm placad the Tives of Anne and har Tarmily In danger
She was seol be lise pargols 1o the cemparative safzte of
Imizgland o 1939, They wers unabie Lo Zolow ber thers as
ey had planmed, being murdered in Chielmno. Poliod i
1844 a5 shie Jeacne ouch Jace. Her lite cxperience 1s vumnod.
S22 bt aolnbied diverss cultural aa: geographical spacos -
Ciermang whiche she et ds g leemige 20, Faglaond whem sha
rrained s w s working i ey Toodoo Liaspiials inoear
srrvion, and s 56 Latks whers she s lleed sioee Tz
mririags tooa Sri Lankan professor. Her viewooint 15
mulilayered, wlere she brings ber eulmal past tn hear on
per cultwral preseal, lutuniting ek reading into ¥ a
complExRiny ol meaning.

e
Id-

25

I, ey s Blemasingrhes womd s, cne's sl wers 100 ki eeeor
the mface nl things.” the posm uppeors (o be o siupls
coanfrast hotosoon the Anschreio ol the TUA R and Lhe Colomba
o | Wiz, Thangh enzof hor reladivele sarly posme, il
showe Ranasinghe’s carsnmmate gkill in the power ol
erocalivn, The seeoe Jlufis from Calomie to Anseieite and
hack aguin, weaving Dack aml Dok v ditfeeeer poriads in
titrs . She auhehy corveeys tha semse of wn underlyiog vialsnce
e ey o b opening Bnes, Thie brermning tropical heal of
ek Mlarctdie iz Caloenboas tovasied with sinizrer wdamones;
“wiits fine™, “vehecienl Gees burst inte flams”, "the searing
winds” deonot simply erchoa visual sueoe Lol ciesies an
awaraness almest viseorul chet hensach the sescenme ciloo ol
the cily whete ez 13 ol a scaring wind stiming che dusl
thene Des an incsodiary stbuaion, sgolasive, S banka doring
thamid 1980 5 a tme when vialsocs was eudsuiisasd hunan
liwrs wore heing incincrated an buming teres. The nelearence
e5ci Banks® colenial hiseory links the presend horme groeen
vial=pes [ othe Pale deeds™, the vinlanes sttendart o ohe
foreible trmpostiiva ol powes val e peuple be a faveign invasdon
The: quasticming mind & provoked e ask whetter thers Is
o daffersnes herwesn e oad,

wlha
SR

e
e S

The justaposion of thess sceqss with Vrhat sintar’ m oz
Crerrmian il wilky e treelyT Teafless™ and frosr flowirs
cnaruAting “hnstile window punes™ when Nial vivlenice was
guleashed on ' Kristalnache” nn g defonceles: penpla. 5 guie
beirtiiog, Raesssingte noyves iole mhoimnity of Avsclharite.
Hhevividly presenls the horrt e e ofsleldien whorseare
shmmed by hewey wondasn malletz:, then couelly “Gunolls]
and thin impaled, On poinced ivon hoeks™,

ITer nind takes efuge in o the oaachsing strect, Farng
while in Lhe het ol oy bopical veacs”™, Tnoa deliberan act
al Tormecing she Pskime over the suwface of things™,
tampararily. blotting aut the memuories of e pasl. sl
fhe g rnney atahat happansd in Anschwite, Skimming peer
Lie suiface of thinzs (3 on owo remporal planes fer
simuplianeously er o] refnins frome peobuns Leazaih the
“surtace of flings” in the present, in S0 Lanba, Dl (G
liauning fear is geor prosent rhat henedth the suriyoe calm iz
vinlenos wailing Lo be erleasled Ao Deoeath the ancient dnss
Lon o history ol violeziog, so doee e “unectioins steeer™ mask
the viglenes waldre o eTept 1o the present Q- 19505 S0
faamika). Uhe wiwsual e el the o] shaomzing over (b
srfac> of thitga™ heing kened 1o the wind Ul sioe bt
lightly the ancicnt dust™, ends chis powerlul poem:

" Auschvdtas lrom Coelombe™ wa pisce ol wiitiog packed with
rezaning, and complesity which links the viclenus of 19805
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A Langs, the genecide tn Ausehveitz and the vils docds fat
eyt Tl colongal Tasdary af Sei Tanda, Inug aspast
fur postry reflecty lie werele b Pesntiends dad Daenty Tl
cenlury: wormen’ s wiling whick draws connecbons betweesn
soomingly unconmectzd things wsin Sylvia Plah’s “Lhaddy™
PIOAG- A whors a fahar's abusn bocames andlngois oo
murderus Grscleuof Ml Geeoeaney, co1le poetpy of Thars
Waboekl In o posm Uiled “Owersesichl Poers™, the oo
ahe desires is deseribed theeash the swetaphor ol Tooad:

hiscuits with oncy ronning dessn into the deop
CIEvIcRS

Thivk dark bread-cu
sl over Lhe lerruin

Hed berrics and vollow croam

A thimzing ol rhese dings oo’

e freshe chostles aad Luties

Wlasilyn Chinimagies conpecrioons Debeen her Clinese and
Aanericac anestries 125 Tom Mumrison, in boer shuert
story UReciatil,” traces o history ol cldss snd racc
relatinnahips inothe mrore ot s fricedssip hotsecen e

Arncricam zivls, ang Plack and the ozl whoiz, Tu Tomphs
Lalinis .‘:.]JL""J.l slork, “Bar Piransds Canue o Dipe,” o vong
Lilian gind Wving dotuserica i coolousted with the comzplex
sugs of idenily and allihatiog ageinst the bickdrop of the
P97 1 war for Bangladeshi Tiheration, news ot which filicrs
thermigh the daily ralesyigion pees Dulletibs and e visils of
B Plezadda liviog socesile Drom b home which wes smom to
bevune Danghidesh,

Thi writmis W the anthalogy Sre nac stmctarzed in fe g of
the nationalicy of the weitees fae firstbe o the vaoeds of e
aditors, Uaach divisian mizhe suggestihat woennes e a given
marler s1ahe & cometsin esperience when difierenees ol race,
¢lass il sraars o Gl profound.”™ Secondiy: t comvay M
stnee Ul the sdmullansitey of proloundly differone Hes amd
TGRS 3 eXPTCAEION acToss warmen's woelds™, T athes swords,
specilic conczrng arn nar aonfinsd (oo e ot Lo M
wamen af o paiicu s nalien o one sthoie croep, or those
speakine oue Languase bl ocrss wll these honadarizs: and
iolersssl

Yer anather pasm e a 5o Lankao writer inciuded in the
antholazy whieh Doeegld Like o comezent on 15 Yaamine
Ciongratns’s “Teuse Garme'. nul simply hecanys Ranasinghs
ard CiuonsTatne shars a natinashine bor, moes
shure-cortain coneemns 83 10 che veo poems docloded in (e
anthealozy. Gocaeritsg, ke Ranasinghe, has ved in dilTeront
cullural wttieue and bus writlen i many genres: poatry, shot
sluricy, wrd novels, Har wors cxpresacs the diaapoeie wrife s

iparman]y, |
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cEpeiencs of regnarion and rhe onimral conrradicrions amd
fensiadts implictt m ling hetweoon FEazroand Wiast, Tha
|J|-;;'s|_'\-||:'|i anl Lhe [_'\-q_l'.i[_ic:u'l irderserr o her '.-'.-l'i‘.i:'g an-in Hue
poain featued b anthology whers Gooleralzs-conunsins
e the sovtul andd politcal overicnes o o gz sl pluved
with toz childron down the stract whore shedived Uhe Peoos
Games”. Tha zame becanes anallnpory tor warpeaco, whors
thie wonlendine Gutone dowol Lisve “an sguality of arns™,
ol batthing on o level plaving [eld She problematizes e
comeept of poace, Like most =writers of the posumodenm
perind, {fencrams guestinns the validite of definitons—tns
impesgibiline o nailiag deern iEngnags, esiricring e ro
wostiale sueanine ek closes off all oller puz.‘:.ihj].ili-:a. i
L|I.I..,kl]';.ln Tum Mormsor discus=es -in her Mokl Prize
wweepranee specch {IN12-17% donnarame’s prorm iz apsn
chdads
Fecull

remember which .

s thie entectaamenenl Tewee O War' — Teen'l
FTRAS),

Wlany Fnglishes
ETiiugh ik scleetiom of writings che dathalogy

damenscrarcs the peoarh and-svalntion of 1he F |E'||‘i|'|
enztazs ilslf, e 3l L-.--u:gc'-... wietsnorpiereed by “nalive
Tepizuares and compebrer ciiomiul ngroes™ when caslavod
A fricuns irpertad roowsark oo the Caribbean spear planiations
learned the Taezusgs i stupboied Do theiz caplers ol
Fellors elaves durie (e dreadsd Middle Passagne M Afnes
b the Cunbbean, invigravuting English wich a rich infosinm
ol eapressiony [rom Lhair own lungoagas Orwhen. on the -
chalitien of glavery, indeaturcd South Azians who replased
thern ea the plantationz oross sallinated e BEozlish languaz s
enriching ir sl wends from Uear own dialegts, ]"."[dJ‘.lj-
Fralishes tave evalved Torthess ather leneues haveinlizote
Epglish with their pwn rhvthms and words " itis ‘=.|II
Lnglish, reeopnizehic as g distingt lapguage” (General
Imirnduerion, =liv).

FWornen's Worlds™ offers us the poems of (irace Mizhols
fromn Cigdens o demamstratehow F|1;=h~,h R TR (T ST
ite something diffesedt from swedand Caclishi, Michels
inreiveayes: Crecle and Taplish and devises o “nation
Farzue™ willi e -iJ'-.'-'[l]'J'.I].'IJ'.IE[I_'-: wnil textures diut captare e
spatdt ol Adno-Caribbean cubare: Her poztry &5 ovacatine of
the wligriwmg cxparicnaes of Carihbean migeants 1o Boelish
cities as wezllas the demhos o Canibbean celiues Shebessell
el oo Baghiod Le 1977 wd speods cosh ol e time diere

I Jaer wriling she changes the synax and premmar of rl1c:
senlences. which i isclfan st of resistanae roaolanial o
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[Ter Livsl poetey cellection:, 1 153 Lenghamericnd Wiasstar™,
races the histors of slzvery amd caballico Jicoueh the
exporienos. ot an Atro-Caribbe worean. She weerlums the
negative e presentations of e black woman, celahrating her
-Iif"-:n:n-.:e frogo Liie Bogrlishosnd weestom nomas of heaity. in
@ busie of v uive need with hossour 117 e Far Biack Woman
Lincs hhr:-pl'.-mg [ irs pressnraicon af the wriliogs ol
such diverairy, ™Winmen's Worlds™ inflecte the boads thal
Brigtg these wrilers Logether: they are ol wonen, women
“wriling i vne lancueee, Ofen thar concoms ars the same:
Ly anc mienL omocarving an identiny far thiomsclas in-a
patrizrzhal world, zating acceplasntce for themselves as
independent wodien sl sunply ae wile, dougrhier or e
Dot the antholowy alse mukes evidont that the catogory of
wumin 182wl -0 homogensous one as succceding, waves of
{uminiam huve culibrated b identisying the diffarenges, The
concenys dut impinge on e R of @ hiack wockauy class
wirndn wha 353 gling o find moeksy 1o fesd I Gamily
and nocteng thent aes 00 the s de Lhuoee of the white middle
cliss worman who wants o shawer the glass coiling ar werk,
Maorare the comeeims of the white heteiosesuil wodisn the
same 45 thoaz of 4 lesbian, These wiilings Jemosirils how
gendsr, olass and face ipleszecl 1n LMposing svstems of
dewninatian oo them -

=y

i |-C"q-.l__|

i “Tlormeplace: A &ie of Resisanca™. ball hooks speaks of
her mother's stugele rocamhbing her work g a toiid i the
pome af “wlving faiks” and die cole of durlunne mother: she
crearcs Thomeplace”, a spave ol resistance to white
dommtion. Tuzwplace wus “u saleplacs whare black praple
caonld wilicm oot another gnd By daing 5n heal mane of (he
wounds inflictad by mcial daminarion™. ball hocks Dueseinss
domesric space a3 @ potapta] place Tor politizel resdstanes.
Sl illostradas liow the personal 15 the pofdeal, Speaking of
ber smaither she savs:

Loaking back as an adult womian, [ihink oflea of the
ellort it st have taken hey 't na,Lsu.,n;-n] T wen
tircdnzss {and whe haews whal sssaulls ur eounds o
b spitil sl tad bo put wside 5o Uhat she contd give
suriething o het owm). .- in many poat-slavery Black
lrmilics, iFwis 8 gesre mignls were aflen Lo wesiry,

Wi beaten diwn womake. Tanse ol us wha wore
roriunute cnongh to reesive anch care nedecsiood i
valws, Poditica!ly raor vening wocthe Riosa Bell, Jil ol
alloew rhe whire supremacist eulings of donuate:
complerely shape amd Conteel her psvehs wod ber
Tamilial relilicastyps, Wockiog 1o creats o bomeplace
et affimmesd our heings, oor bluckness, our love Tor
o anncher was NoccssuTy Tesistance.

Conclusion

hropgh wemen’s writing the unthalomy trecss rhe

cratutinn or women's plass inoeecicry and hor growing
arnpeedas fne o Fioo the fourisab cesloey (o the presend dosy,
Tz et whisn o worrsin was peromitied o wmwesmly
exprese piely of when she was Hierally af death™ docr #5
when Eliziherh Joeeline wrote hee “Logaeic o Har Uinhome
Childe oy a g when Audre | oede, been Sn Hado, o wesite,
tracher and an acrivist can dobodues bereell conlideslly in
these woods;

I was bomn Black and am oa woanan.-, As 5 Black
Lashian, feminisl, soviahist, poel, motier ol bwa
including one bok dod 9 member of an interraciol
conple, Tozuslly Lod mvsell part ol some pmoup in
which the megorly defnes me ws deviane, ditficalr,
Inferior or Just plain wrong.

Itis lrrroms rodetie ber ae the “roagoriie™ dues, or e difTerent
and celebrate ber mspicabionat e in which she endeavonrad
o sty the burriers of prejudics and respond wirh anges
o b kil e rucismn. soxism and -homophobia My sesponse
Lo Wemnen s WinrldsT isthat ic is a buly depacationad vellsclaon
ot writings that celebrale the Lives ol women [rom diverse
sacial. pecial o closs proups awho weers mintivated in their

wrillngs Lo combel socigl -injostice and prejedics. Bram
"I-IJ_"i]J'El.LLI.I'_"'-. Coavendishwha Sries ous e g '“:'3[1‘7 a5 caged
bizds . %, I Mays Angelon whe tells vs wovingly 2T Know
Why The Cazed Bid Sioes"™ iU docwments the avelism af
widn’s riehls -and Uit subjoctivity, chmveing oo s an
werarenzns of the incremental st2ps by witeh woinen puined
tar themzabezs o wide spectron of righis. |
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