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Puh'j'.-rch'_n-' 15 at the care al virtuad by ol teodal and reli nus
Jundamenealist leaditions, There have beer o Fow
mtrialzhal sovieles in contarics past, und some fastures of
matraecly perisl inoa tow sovielies thut have became. in
el ventunias. loss aud Jese matrisrchal. The seripoeres of
newrly all majer relighons appear o lead legitinacy, in largep
ursmaller messice, Lo same forms of geader -hus=d dispacity.
Thut many liberul scholars and thealurizns facl the peed Ly
earage o fenimst eeintarprenative ol traditicng and seripluses
wndersedrss Lhe uhiguity of painarchy in whal they e
SOGaLY (o0 Teintemre,

Phroughout tuslory, the proportion ol women who e sisen
to B majer leaders of politiss, snoicrine ol religinusg
corunuailizs has heen swall, Ao Somh Asls us elaowhere
Given the cless Tikhs betweon patriaccly. Teudalism aod
religious indamsutasm. inmay seenrreusonahls o33
tratehe cmedence of weanen lend sre wionld e moge Qo
i soieties wnmersed in faudal wnd religians fundamensalist
readibicns than i madern liberal deviwczaciss. 1n fact, {4F 015
arpanent sehalkacs ave neintzd 10 the sudden CIncIpahee ol
women- leaders ul the apex in S Lunka, ndia, Pakistan and
Bangladesh us evidenze of smancipation and Lick of fonder
prefudice in those conntriss wnd in st tegion. B is this
whiat the Tects reveal]

In Sri Lanka on the azsaasination of the Trine Minister
BRI Dandaranaike fn 1959, his widow Sirimava
Ramlaruoasks, wha had neither been polivically active tor
el e sigmifieant sotitical oflies previously, wes soclained
levder nlthe riling parly and Pocsese the world s ficst Temula
prime Thinislers, She rescatedly claimed thar hey sk as prinee
IS wae o corry oul e palicics of lier Tawe hushand,
wive vonselidared Ler political srip. continned as the
unckullenged leader wl her party, and wus pring indsor
whonever il parly was clected 1o power 1111 she handed
ot th reiny tn her davghusr Chondriks Dundarane ik
Kairatunge, herself widow of the assazsiitled charismatic
palidval leader Vijaya Rumaramnge, In 199 Chandriba
became prine winister. and waent o w e 0 ool Gree
temale execulive prasident few cumths larce,

Curigusly, her metn apponent o Gt presidertial slactivn
wits ancther widow, Srima Dissanuvake, nominaied in plecs
el the aszassinaed Gumnind THssanavake, Chuncrika tan,
cansnlidated her policical prsition axd held office 1ill (he
caipletion 0f her sacand e ws presidene I 2005 Balh
pictherand danghter were chansmatic palitical Jsaders, whese
msc L the fap wits very sudden. They enjuved the snppor of
w2y large numbers of tomals wolars, but the percamtiae of
Fomale Members of Parligmen, :MPs) remaived alemuldly
“ow fol the order of 3% bafone, thronghout their enures of
clfice, and  after, Meither of chom appearsd o haes o
purticnlarty inlerested in advancing Temala pelitical
representalion ot nther feminist comenms, There urz 1o
tesecvalioms for wounen in the S0 Fankan Parliamene bar
Lwre ars mioves Lo Demislare for znels reservatiang in laged
ST,

In Tidia, Prime Minisler Taowaharlal Schpg was sucosaded
by Ll Babadne Shoe i swehu, in o, was succesded by Ind i
Ciamdhi, daughier of fweaharlal Mehro, Unlike Simava
Randaioaike, Indits Gandld bae boen desply unersed in
politicu] issuss tram o very yoimg azs. She wo consalidated
ber purty an natioeel leadersbip Bt was ussassingeed in [954,
she waus surceedsd by hor son Rodiv Gundhis Latz e wie
wssassivated. Inodus conrss his widvw Sania Gandhi {from
rialw ) bevume parry Teader cod was alfered e elfice ef prime
migister which she declined. Khe reqigine the most
ciursmaric leadsr of her pary. Meitlier Sonia, nor [ndin
Ciandhi hofops bBer, had heen associated i A vaneing
witnen & polilical reproscntation or otber fmini st issues.

Tlisre sre mnrcservations forwomen o the Tndium Parlianent
and rhe praporlion of women elecled hos dhoeays been 1915
o less. Tl the prapaizion of wamen in the Tndian Pariismom
i bl diehic it i the Sri Lankan Peclinment may bie due
pramarily te the histery of massive ipvolemen: of wartan,
seunr and ald. 1w lhe Gandhian sucial and palitical
muvements leading 1o indapendence.  Bur 105 iz gl
accquaty, The magor Indlan political purtics have jgresd w
a feials pulitical representution level of ar least 324 and
this 1= provided for in mespect ol lecal aovernment in ferms
ol the Constitetivaal Amendmene of 1982 Anemps 10 aend
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the constimson tn provide forguotas in Parfamenl e nol
el uuseded despite agrecment in principls Ly all the majar
pamics. Thie reccpais o live issnc,

In Pakistar: toon laree pwmbers of wromen of diverss apy
rroups weld involved in the indepsodeocs movemant as well
a3 in the weitslion for paricion (e, creution of Pakistanl.
Maramud A1 Mool would afren have b ssier Fatina
Tinrah air with him ol public masrings, befovs aad uller
independence, dospice repeabed prolests fiom erthados
religons leaders who held chul winmsn should ooe be actiee
m i eaes mor hild Izl oftice in o Muoslim cocaty, In 1953
Field Marshal Ayub Klon caphucsd power and went oo G
exlallish 3 new comsuiution oo 1962, replacmg the 1956
Clesistitution which had provdded for dual voting rights frr
wearren — for (ke general soits apen bomen il wcimen as
woll ws Lor w Taw sears roszresd for owornen. The wopossd
102 Constatuiion abolished divcerclioctiones o Lhe presidency
and ro Parbament. und  substiwted indircer elections by un
Elsciomal Collepe hasod om lucal bodizs, Thiz otfcetively
permmilled oand pulation b the incumbenl presidenbidianor.
Iy iy case, 10 wns meoetly thon who vaauld be inthe Eleciozal
¢olloge. Thus. only s1x women wiare olaotad Farliarneznl
inidzr that Constitucion.

Fabirmw Jumah daced mo comeest the Held coarelall positicn in
the 1083 presidential cleetion. Her candidaturs sensriled
miprecedenied eathu stasmm, pazicularky amang women. Lven
the: erhados religious pardes including e very poserTul
Tougiar-c-Teizmi, which had repeaded |y deciioed that 2 ammen
vould pot hold high polifical affize; supponed bar casdidaane.
1 Ly Freld Marshal Avub K hen ranipilaizd the Eleclosal
Coollzge wrsdoure his pe-elediion, themglvit was clzar thal the
majarite nf the vorers bucked Tatiog: Taoah.

Vomen asd sludents conrinned oo pley o majer rols e Qe
apilutivn for dewocracy, [ the parliomentary elecuions of
LUTH, chere war vvsr whelming suppom in Yot Pukastan [ur
the Pakistm People's Tuny led by Zolfiicar ali Bhutto, and
in Rasr Pakisan lor the Awamd League led Dy Muajibor
Raliman, Denicd the nffice of privne minisier despile wizbing
the Purliusentary majouity, Mujibns Ratman lad e revelland
Haat Pukisten seceded 1o lonm Daneladssh, Tn res course of
tim Bl wis dislodged and exscoted sl o fonily tied
the coentry. His dangheer Henuzdr Bhute reueoed o lesd
her Cather's pauty aad to conmest che 1R elections ol whick
shi awepl e pulls und became prinse minister. Sh was agan
cxpallzd frem the countey bt retuened o contest and wia
the 19935 parliamenrary electons. The mulitay hias hesnovery
powerful 1 Pakiztan, and militury diclatess reost dilficuln 1a
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disladzs. Irfoaked as 004 wiae Baoazic Bhatte whi Skl
sucvsed o dote it In dus eonrse sbe returoed Jgaii Beantest
parliameatuey sleciions and generzled mucli poplsr
crchnsinam, hul was wssasstnaied o the sve il the 2l2ctions
i Jaracy 2005, Her parly wesnt o0 to win end her widuwer
Anil AT Fardari is meve the pany leadar and prresidene

|Jespits women playing decisive roles wseveral aationaland
regiemal elsctons the nuwber of fomalz MFs in Takisian never
reithicd doubic ffmres pre-2002, par even dunne or e e
Lrpedinte wake of the carnpuien led by Farinzn Knoah in
1965 or thuss led by Benazic Bhullo m 1988 and 1993
Hewever there have been same remarkshle andividhal
spccesscs, Wasitn Walt Bhun swidow of Wali Khan and
danyeditsr oo Jaw of Khan &hdul Giallar Khan, waes olocted as
lezder of (G opposition of the romede ulire-Tsodal Maorth-
Wast Frontier Provioes buide ing Afphenistn and. even won:
incrodikbe, wn Irisk wonnan wag 2lected as a member of e
Mational Azzembly from anutier semors eginn, Bahiehs,
Tie Teadal factar i1 one case. und the el colonal factor
in the other, l=ob epitiogess, crceridmyg the pender Tt

In Bangladzeh, since the assassinalion of Sheik Mujikor
Fotungn, the effcerive leadership hus besn codating between
U mrilitery, seversl male lcaders, Saek Mupbar Rabiman s
dangbrer etk Thasing Wiieed, and Khaledu Ziu. widiw of
Pregidoant Wiaur Kahmun. In tecenl woars Hcag fe sarien
Eave emergod as themostc humsmiic paticaal Jeaders. Hasing
ia pow Uie prime minisres and Khadeda the lsader of the
apposivdon. Oherall. the direcr participation of weus
prolitizs in Bangladesh1s ol leas] inone respect in advanee of
thar ¢lzewhere in Sncth Asie, 5o Liooka and India have
reserealiong ferwsmimen in Parhament. Takistan bas @ highor
prupariion ol wamen (21.0% eonsegquent (o the 2007
slectioms ). bul mivel of these 72 mombors wore sslscied
indivcethe by the electesd MPe aod only 8 towe ware ditecly
elacted. In Hanglodosh, s from M 2004, the Crracioition
pateeidles Dol reservatinn of A5 scuts lor s wia Patliamene
of 345 whicl works ant oo 1 3%. Lalike 1o Pakisten, iliesc
electiony W Farliament ave based on pepular vole frorm
ferritarial clocroTarcs,

1 these Tour couctries puticular fomale leaders have besn
bzt inspine and drase widsspread suppors, espacially from
waneT vafors, Such leadsrs as Sirmmave Bandaranaiks and
Chardrics Benduranuibie in S50 Lauka, Endita Crandhi anu
oo Cramdhi i fndis, Peifmu Donaly, Masi Ws i Fhan and
Benaenr Blatie o Pakizman end Sheibds TR ¥Wased and
Khaleda Eiu in Dengladesh derived teir churtsoe, at Teas
i part. from Chedr father Bboother o hoshand. *Fhisse woenszn
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bavg sursly inspired and siven contidence e ucher waames
amd lslped o bezak dowen gender prefudices. Phose sy ancss
ares undoubredie ol signilicames ol mobom any reaesformgie
piale. Mo of Lhese fzaders appeared o have pade o majes
durahie: npact on the level of women’s represeataton or nn
ether feminist isswes. Curdousty, i exerpticnal cuses, fudal
suceession has gooe from wamen o men Andies Crandhi e
her sem Rajiv, amd Henaric Bliulle ko bor busband Zurdart
and g gne gase frome mether o danghier (Siritava
Baundarunsike te Chandziha), but tre overriding leoror in the
suwesston iz fondal, Sorne of these wewnsn hove elso saouped
thes backing of powerlul consavalive melioions [2aders who
wate a0, lewrly, infhenead by the Frudal factor Jegilimizing
a l1F|rli.'.'lI]'.|r fernula suegess i rather thiag duy cermmitment
ro thie smancipation of wormen.

Lven in fondal Gurops. leoitimacy By o asionally been
conferze ain g purticelar weman Cee har of Alch plas 4
leyderzhip rele penerally dended to wamen In madesa
e ocracies, the rise of women ta op polilicyl lcadsslip
it been stewe aud the (eudal facor bis o plafod, o ssems
liksiy o playe o majnr rale. The augden cogecpence of
individual women ot the pelilical apex has oo happened in
moden democracics pulside Asiz. Teaps, with the
l‘;rﬁgl&:ﬁ&:‘vt‘ rnodemizanco and derncrarision of Soe if:r_':_- A
the emanciperion of women, ach suddsn cmarpere ol
(earsile matinnal level leuders may coume 51 oconr in Asin, i

Farngl frem the pesspeclive al nndengining prejidices
AEalisl wemen baldiog ligh offics, every epptnnite fur o
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weTndn T ekl ek political oflice muv e weleome, we
ez i e v of it ipreting such opparhanities o saden oo
efeisucipuaon. 1Fwanld bs o moaee inpoctat o hoaden
s field, e SRR miore worme ey elecisd w prliticg]
Ddies ac all fovels fooom Lemitorial slseloriles: wherRer apeis
ar reserved, whether on the strongthe of women’™s votdes ur
that af all wofsre in chiz torriteny. The smancipares of wormen
sanadl cesl securcly on a feudal buse. Arfeast foe a Bméred
periad fu fow decades? s welldesipned schiscnes of reseretian
could e ceitically instrumenral in sdvancinge the cranipalion
aal womie.
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