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Uhis volume, thouph oricinating from e Workskoap held in
SO ab the Loiversite S ow Hampshine, LIS&, @5 maore then
U naorml Tun af a collection of cesays. It is incated within
tho growing hodw of sehalgely weitings Jdevated toan
uhderstaod g of e copoinge elluge conficl especially the
palivicel vivlense, over the lust b desadies in Sri Lanki,
The structure ol the volunue gonsists of an introducoony oasay
b b Celitovs., which is folowed by several casays arranged
i three Parts to demonstratz the articokatian ot naricnal
eunomy, class, and cthrizity in cdinic aontiict and political
vinlenee,

The coaribiers, deave matody Tewse celaled bul disting
slrands ol disceucse (o socialopy and antheepolopsy, focus
wil difTerend Gocels of the ethoic conflict in Set Lenka hearing
un fhe demanint theme of the volomz, ¥iz., the complex
Titkazes belveeen the soonomy and the cthnic cantlict, Pt
Cine CAclicululion of National Feanamie Policy and Etlings
Cam{lict’} foouses an the nationsl eeoname— -ite polivies.
practiccs, and nuteames o the peried 12772000 — and sereaes
asan informed peeamble v Par Tao O Aclicolation of Class,
Erhuicity, snd Fiolence™ which draws pointed attontion &
the vrilical role of economic forees in onraveling the
wtaiifestulions of the cthic conflicts heoween the Tamii and
Hinhelese in fhe 1980s. The eseavs in Pacl Theee
ftAreylations -of Civil War tn Beerpday Tife™ seek o
Aranskate gacicosl sconenne policies mto e Bved reality of
e “loual” by documenting huewe politicel violence impacts
an e secial hle ol ditferent wroups. and impotanchy, o
these persons, often the innpcent vietims 'of ahatract policics
and practices wiew the changing world®, The valums
concludes with & posr script by the cditars oo fhe “peacs
praceis - which emerged in 2000-2003 i elll continues.

Whiat imakes thiz study noteveorthy s Gal it1s spectfical by
[ocused oo examimng the “swonomic terrainont Sei Lanka
bl (pE) which hus heen severaly affooted by the Yoear? and
in particular, the *war connnm’, ticd npwith the polidgs of
cilwiciey as well a3 the politics of refs The editors of this
viodiwne — 0w Leading aulicopelopists. cue tom econvemis
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iikuapoluss suad e ollier feom development siudes - ol
e tone uf the velome and demurcuts the scholarls
boundaries widiin which the several essavs are localed wilh
an infrodictory casev entitled " Articulagon of Economy and
Fthaic Comtlict inch Eanka’,

The theoretical framework presented in the Dateadoztion
cevelves round dlie key notion ol “acuculation’. aind iz
isluenced by the work of the marxisl social theorist Stuan
Hall. According rothis farmularion, the sanstriction af zncial
order at Any given point of Time iz conlingenl an the
arcangement of comples social ukopes-and oclic olutpeys.
The nation ofarticalation serves as o vabuable storbing peint
o sosal analvsis ol pelioee] vielence and is seen ws an
evalvinge provess devod of “Toed wheniizes, Henoe. the meesd
Qe wrpae Lo think of wrticulution a5 moltiple Tavened,
enpaging. tranamrming and nover tinal®. This is partienlariy
i the Bri Lankan coptest which isa seciety divided by
Iosation, eenden class and elliniciiv, Tt therefuee o work
vy ek az the trndilion of Dot redical entcel socul
Dawurs ol only of Sloart Hall but slso of Ravmond Williams,
CF Thomson and others. Cloarhy the editors zoz iz tradition
i providing an altemarive to gome reeem theosies of post
codonialisme thangly 3 more didedt engaasment with these
conpeting Tiadilions would bave besn uselol.

The iotaduciery essay slends on s own and prosonis o
Mierreticial puint of view otilizing muny different strands of
comdempovary socisl theory, and iz eleaely ingended 1o
structure 2nd anderpin the s of e argunen develeped
theongh the several anicles i this vulune. As the editers
express it individually aist collectivéd, Dese exsanes hupe fully
mirior the thecreiizal fmenevwork, provided in the intreductony
enzan [ g event, e expectutivn of the cditors 15 that thiz
weill Tl p Lo proveicde o new “understanding of hosa: Sril anka’s
it el wur has hecnm cembeddod in the zocial fonnation
of wartimis §ri Lanka® (. 23). This fheme iz developed maindy
thtanigh the thearetical exposition providsd by one of the
key easnys (Clapter 41 o thas volume. This is fiom the feading
niacwisl Sl Lonkan social theorist—the late Newton
Cunzeinghe, whoinwpathfinding cgay cneitled, *The Qe
Cuunumy and its Tmpact on Bthois Relations in S Lanka’,
wenl agxuinst the omhndoxy of Sri Lankan antheepological
disecurac, one stecpadd in hismrical andsor essentialislmsles
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of cultural anthropological theorizing. This lead essay of
Newton Gunasinghe, hitherto available only in Sri Lanka, is
made accessible to a wider audience by its inclusion here.

This volume, in many ways rates as a long overdue scholarly
iribute to Newton Gunasinghe whose untimely death in 1988
was a loss not only for Sri Lankan social sciences, but alse
for the wider scholarly community. In their generous tribute
to Gunasinghe, the editors observe that he eschewed ‘a simple
“straightline” approach ... [and looked at] how in a
multiethnic society, changes in the structure of the national
economy produced effects that built on historically specific
social formation but always in ways that were differentiated
by class, ethnicity, and other factors’ (p.19). Using this

concepiual framework Gunasinghe was able to show the

linkages that existed between different strands of the new
economy — all generated by the neo liberalism of the post
1977 era. These articulations drastically altered the economic
structure and political architecture of Sri Lankan socicty. In
many ways Gunasinghe’s work remains a sharp réjoinder to
other Sri Lankan scholars preoccupied with a language of
discourse framed in terms of a historicity and distorted logic
of post modernist cultural explanation of ethnic politics and
violence, which gives causal primacy to religion and ‘culture’.

No doubt, influenced by Gunasinghe’s work, the editors have,
with some degree of success, sought to frame the several
essays to highlight the dialectical relationship between social
forces and ideology. Another Sri Lankan scholar included in
this volume, who extending this line of scholarship is a
_ leading Sri Lankan sociologist, Siri Hettige of the ‘Colombo
School of Sociology’. In an informative and well
- documented, more empirical piece than that of Gunasinghe,
Hettige in Chapter 5 (‘Economic Policy, Changing
- Opportunities for Youth and Ethnic Contlict in Sri Lanka’)
highlights the complex way in which identity articulates
through factors of class and intercst. These linkages serve to
tashion ‘the opportunity structure’ of Tamil and Sinhala youth
in the post 1977 era of neo liberal politics and economic
theorizing. What this work neatly demonstrates is the way in
~which people in significant groupings such as class fractions

{e.g.. lower class youth, Tamil youths, ete.) are affcc_ted by

shifts in economic policies,

“ An overview of the economic policy context referred to by
Gunasinghe and Hettige is provided in Part One by
Richardson (Chapter 2) and Shastri (Chapter 3). These two
essays which concentrate on the interconnection between
national economic policy and politics provide a useful
descriptive acecount, along with a succinct critique of the
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social and economic policies of the open economy policy
regime of the post 1977 era. Richardson (Chapter 3 entitled
‘Violent Conflict and the First Half Decade of Open Economy
Policies in Sfi Lanka: A Revisionist View’) with his
‘revisionist’ account of neo liberal economic policies draws
pointed attention to the social and human consequences of
the policies pursued between 1977 ad 1982 — the early years
of the open economy. It was more than a matter of coincidence
that these most significant economic changes in Sri Lankan
post colonial history set the scene for intense and violent
ethnic conflicts amongst the Sinhalese and also between the
Sinhalese and Tamils.

Shastri’s contribution (Chapter 3 entitled ‘An Open Economy
in a Time of Intense Civil War: Sri Lanka, 1994-20007), on
the other hand, concentrates on the period 1994-2000 and
demonstrates how the protracted civil war, gencrated a war
economy, creating the illusion of “war with growth’. To use
the language of the editors, it would have added greatly to
these two essays if they were accompanied by articulating
the underlying political and institutional fabric of the post
colonial discourse of the post 1977 period characteristic of

 the neo liberal economic policy regime. The crucial point

here is the shift from the politics of welfarism which defined
the post-independence period to the new politics of warfare,
If there is one major shortcoming, it is the failure to address
the complex political dimensions of the ethnic conflict,
especially the role of the state and constitutionalism. This
volume could well have benefited by the inclusion of the
work of a political anthropologist. :

The concluding essays in Part Three consist of three empirical
studies by a sociologist and two anthropologists (Bremner,
and Gamburd, and Lynch respectively). These essays describe
how 3 local groups—a lower class community in Colombo,
rural lower class villagers and the juki girls working in
garment factorics—have engaged with the new social
formation created by the war and the economy. These
contributions underline a more distinctly human dimension
by considering the transformative effects on people involved

_in the war by documenting what motivates action, construct

interests, articulate the local with the national and move
pecople in and out of the war. e

By focusing on the ‘lived dimensions’, the editors secek to
avoid an economism — a sort of materialist/economic
reductionism which extols a national aggregate macro-
cconomic perspective revealed clearly in the ‘greed or
grievance’ debates about the cause of ethnic conflicts or civil

wars. Or, in the development dogma built around the notion
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