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CHRISTIAN, PATRIOT, INTERNATIONALIST

suriva Wickremasinghe

eriddzen wes v senior oo Peradeniva Lonbversily,
3 B cvarlapping wdith e foe one vear | barcly know hor
e bl celpin foothis Jayoa ivid mcial image af the
enpressive Lwe ol Dl vivecivos asad spited valens aalualz,
Enowing sneowes uodevou Cathohe, und Tesring — az one
weas wenie o deein the: climane of che

wlnch conbinuad Ll Bernadesn's devaslaiiog deatls bi 20070
Homuadeen was pre ol the hendlul of people who activaly
ol annad the formation of the Civil Rights Movement; others
al the infarpwal pecliminacy disguzsinns ware Bogi
Sirrwnrdens, Eumerl Javawardeon, Nibal 2 Bads 7 Perag
and hix wile Mec, Desrriomnd Terpamly

vicows (han shi weas alsa likelvon b
Bigabed and ciehl wang, T Xept i
respeil TEl slistance despile Tier
i e pervonaliy, IToe wrony I
Wil

It POs and zarky TVFIz 1oames
wicbuss Beroddern azaiv, in pursail
ol e s preas caussy ol il
erit — [Teediem Tor the Porlugusss
codomizs in Alricd, the Hberadan
mdvemmenits i Sonrh A lnca and whar
was rhan Sanrhern Rhedosioa,
oppcaiog the Vieloam war, These
were ad o encounlers when llie-
rinded wdivicuals end roups o
tozefhc: Tre o particular snoerprise.
Suthscunorcly we Swmecd the Africa

Deeadivan ozl s Lo vovaliogle

The 300 birth snniversary of
Berasdoon Silva, who died Lo
wpare o, Lell on 20 My 2004,

Thiz articke is Troan the
lortbcaminge: commsrnoralye
volumme Remembering

Bernadesn published by the

Womoen's Educalionul and
KRessarch {entre, and adirecd by
sebwy Uloechapdean, Sutiva

Wickoemasingtae wod Déepika
Lidaerdnnn, Bernadocn 31lva wils
d founder memmter vl the Socul

Selnisis’ Avvooiilion,

and thawritorr

Acopiler claim on mneatroontion ar fhis
fiune weas e appallive evsils i
Pakistun. The Comunittes Dor Tucn
Kixhis in Eust Beppal—subseguenths
ronamad. Covlieon Cammirfor Far
Salidiiny wilh Bangla Tresh oo dals
Dimeladesli—veas Torooo], o] of o pree
Bernadesn wus amone ils membens
Cince wrain we ok b the streets,
oty ourside the Bavow Cincma
whore & seven-day. film fzcival
araamzed by the Paklsfan goverusnl
ety bean held, Tris trne arowmil protesl
war mare dicsy a5 smermoncy
regulacions wers inofareg barming
derranaiations Thare iz g als hesd e
b Lold anotbier oo,

variets smoups and andividoods Ter
grtior: by addrass was HBomnedoon™s P, MNew sl arnes

Plaez

Bomadeen was aharsvson che farateont: ancatten mrae

Apasacned and autspoken hadt e letiist aclivise with
whiotn Thad Litherte been Timliar, One nevertud o mlorn
or enthiase her on seeh e ses, the cimscinusmess and midatve
wis mors lxzle to he e, She =i a3 dod nany athar
Chriziapg, paicoluly appalled theat e scvernmeil of a
Cutlilic nmutien was suilly of shamelul oppression ol the
peoples ol Adggolu, Moesambiyue, wnd Mordorese Going,
W Look b the alrccts in commracdely Tervee Thus was our
pessenal and cndaring fricndshipcemanmed an the pavorones
cptsile the Colembo Legatian of Dicraror Salazars Primzal,
The IV imwrrschion ol Apadl 1971 pasulled o thesz ad b
crncouwtters brmene e a permansnl workane relslionship

2

Mo, howasver, dur angrnish al events anlfolding genoss the
rad of Hongal was marched by fhar we (el Tor what was
happaning &t rame in the aftormar of the Apol nprizing,
LA wezs aiticsally Tannghed io MNovermber 197 undes the
cheiomeoztup of Professer Bdiriweers Sazachebindn., ek
FoRW. Coodesckere oy deputy chuirmun and Bag
sirtwardoma as Seoretarys Bornad 2on s s treasuees and dorive
Wasring Coninuttes meinber Tor e pesl ot e Life, CRM
sirnpls Stilernsal of Aams wie the S prolecton aod promcin
ul the civil Bbsries of the peanle of Cevlon a all gmes',
which the @ ltemcnl reverded a: “a necessary weoarnmnlmenl
Ly ruediced gocial and soonans changs wnd the movamesol
trawards #n cnafariun sncicge”™ The texe then comtmued Lo
ga v thataz it inmmediarg trsk C R wonid conceny ifmzl i
Fhe festorauon o cenain riehts and lbering that haws
mecenily boon swspended' in particulac cline snedin fresdian,

Digitized by RBEMKam Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



thie Tyrhibs of persuny in custody, revocadion al the cmerginey
rapularion cnabling disposal ot dead bodics wishrur ingness,
and the resraration of feade wneai ao<d other ciglis of
citipleyees,

Yoo zoun fowrd ourseives Sastimaled tn ParBammenl as traiioms,
defanders of the reactionary capitalis cless, soppoting
reneerizoy and pamicipating coverthy on the other side in
Leazon, Iow cotrmnplace sucl cliarges e (edae! The,
buwsver, e were surprised — surprised. bul by noomsans
dslereed, 3och more dounane was eangr Lo sene with the
stream of desperute pless far inlormariam hoat misging
persons, with enguirizs as teowihy somzone was edill i
detenfion, Witl e leiers Mae stamed Somug Do przoos,
aned 50 i weent oo, Susd oo

[LLRCE
ek

Alezped o e mdibon of tmerhadonal solidasite, we now
Tooked Do a Littkes ol il for our own couniey 'z probleses. Here
ugln we weere o he disappoinoed. Govormmants and graups
with e anit ef oricntation o affiliatien weee hesitant (o
rake a praitian beeanse they feli hers was o deswcrativally
electad povernienl, threatsned by un uprsing ol dungorons
Marxist insursents Those o thie “ader” aricncarion 529 3
Fpposrressive” Governmmonl in which there wore Maczise
partics. what's more Marsises af hoth the Camamaniz! and
e Frprskwies waricty, s ipsd tacio e nsurzency hed e be
arighr-wring CTATed e bopenalisl cunspiracy ! Lo ourmelial
wi siinbled oo Aannealy International which was otally
dizinlzresled 1o the political alfiharions of Sithor (he
wuvernment or the insurgencs and anly wantad the Tacls
please. und ageain the facts; aber porsoi i Jeleslivn, il
procedurcs, allegations of feoule. and disappearances, and
o on and o farth

CRAM s mly meklings were keld m Bemadoea's flar G072
Barnes Pluce, und later at her heras in Ion Cavobis Roud,
which remained the efficial address of CRBT gl e venus
ol ile ACiME unbl CEM graduated 10 separule premiess in
1, Her loyalte and commitment 1o CRM wue unstinting.
she never misscd @ Waking Commilles mecting, anid
participated actively mdisc ussons on prlicrand suggestions
T actiomon the mynad different issnes of civil libesties Ul
huve bedevilod o cmmtog awer the past 36 years.

IF Bernadoca had aoy Gaull 30was her over-serupulonancss
inneved seckivg personul help from even pond friends ang
collewgrues. Trememher discovaring thae sheand ey g
hud a truablesome legal prshlem, and takiog her wlmost by
Fowes w05, Madesan OO0, wham she aleeady koew well over
mrgny years of working tgelher in CRM. He wax astounded.

S e —

il

gave her the talling off of har lif for-having ewen thoaghr
thal she should pol “Tedee™ Gion, ok e wlole aflse o
Tnieend snd pursesd o wilh boe charactenste K5 and tenaciy
wr i rierhiand succsse il conclusion,

Hemudeen was gimple in her Hizatele: she was glso full ol
fons She didn™t wazacher religion on her glecws bt sxpressad
it i ke e zeity and comgaszion of ber characies aid Do
dviids, Sk wes deeply meligious oo wy thal wen e
adervrstion and respect ol non-believers suchae mvsell As
anvther non-tehiever enniled me on hearing of her doach:

Lrhink I met hae atew times and thewahz ahe was ez and
umasstriing and geine and steorg s eenrle wa Soand
Christiang are idesd ke hat and s hankbeg whe wm
mar prople whie acratly live in prasuace whan thes belsee,
insanctimonioualy and with a zense of humeds aod oot
Jjudcmental abone Gthars who deon't shaes el belizfy
Cillthaovieh sometimes v waonder oF wen meeli Beoa hetor

prarsirn 1w alal)

Bemundeen's passiun was bulunosd by mmility, hervchomani
insisence an standing by principls was yotainted by oy Lace
ot agaression or soif-righiecesness. Wlhile the main focusof
Pexr Tif weas the i -Tacersd Cealre [or Suctely und Felimion,
whers she warksd [rom s meeplion with v msa Balasuriv,
she pave ul hersoll 1o sccalar arganizations such as CRAM.
PATFREEL, the Muadesan Conne, andd WERL, [o the sanes wiy
as o religinushy-atTiliared ooes, S wae deo desply mvolved
in wack o help former menlal palisnis W reabse not simnply
tren vinpitality, bul alsotiear /i gke, (o rcintcgrats into soaiany,
awd drove megularly cuch woek o Wattala rooa “Halfway
Howse™ Tor sach poreana, The poesuil of sacial Juslive wwis
the ezusz dzarcss o ber head, aod e diversibe of the many
articles she contibeted (o tie fournal of that name i
vermarkable, Tler bainingeus o Bbreran.and docurmenraliss were
of speciil value (o the many organizatinns with which she
wurhed, Tul she wus nover an happy ag when iy e Lield,
driving long distaness toomomitar clectians witl lireless viour
wnd wmfsifing gead humour, Sle wis o poud persun through
il theesigh, this Libe ol which we sonely need bor | s wa
LAY JiUd seearain,

Ve

e
e

Associated with the drgunizalion al ils inception wors
Chairman: E T Savachchandra (Prolessor of Sinhala.
Hatvcizity  of Cexlony;,  Deputy’  Thafcman:
RO W . Goopssekers. (Principal @ Cevian Law College):
Sacrebiy: Begpie Sireardene OWriterh Yo Puhubwclla
Wi ewunsa Thent (lecharer, Vidvodass Toivasily s Ve
Putheparsd Gnanarama Fheroy Veps Motin Chandurama
Taorn: Ve Ralgams Suowsnanda There; Ko Rev Len

Digitized by NoolahanP#&liation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Moanavakkary, 05T, (Dishop of Kandyl: Be Bev Lakslinan
Wickfemesinghe (Hishop of Kunmegala); Rev, Faher Tissa
Dalazurva CRA L Temer Recres, Aqnioas Toniverste Cotlera;
I'r. Dumiel Femendng 1. Arivawanst (eactier, e uniomizer;
Itarg Ahcysckara Parilery Cora Abrahum (Art tcachery,
Mervin Casie-Chewy LETIM. {proctori: L1 Mack Codiay
{Rewder, Cevlun Law Collaged: 1 CU7, de Silvi (Professur
Emeritusl: 2.8, Bllepola (former Direcivr ol Horval
Bevalapmency, Desmod Terpamda CAdvocater 130 Crrlio
Fraovsaky (Facully of Madiciney, H. A1 Taaneiileks
i Medversity Librutien: Peradenivad, A, Guaswardena
iUnrverity Lecwunar): Indika Gonaswicdena {ede unjonistt:
Hichard Gabricl (Artisry Leslie Gumesardena ¢ niversiny
tectueary;, IO R Guleand em (fermer Ambassador; HAG.

Tayilissa Herath (Advacate); Praf Ashley Talpe (Dean, A=
Faculty, Poradenivad; Tiof, Liksin Juvasusiva (1 niversing
lzamirer 1y Ko Riyaeardena(Universitye eoninety, George
Koram tamists); ITmschardrs Meondiz cadvincare) 5. Nadesan
Q5 Drof. T, Nadarasa (Dean. Law Faculty, Colambis
Universily): Prof. Ganamath Ohevsckera (lectorery: Lester
James Pieriz (film makarl LAK Derere Crede aronis); B
MNilal Porera (Chartered Accountanti: Corald Preris
(U nivereily lecturar); NOIXM. Samarakoon O Laki
Senunavuke Turtist): Nimal Senavavabke Adeocaled;
Hermadeon Sibva dlibeaciand TW, Subasinghe {Advocato:
Vinnic  Witharana  (Uoiversily  leeroreryy  Sorviva
Wickremuasmehe fAdvooule); WOMLK D Wilsnmeo (Thiversily
lecturer. |

=51

TR S

Digitized by NuBi#Fidm Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



