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Anthropology offors an ideal poins of depaiiue fora udival
rethinking of domacrarization Duieccizs, T ethoographic
mcthod has the parsiial to eder ad undsretandg worlds {such
as poparlar paliies which are oflen felt unaxplored ormndor-
gaplored by the murz formel methodolngizg of arher 2acinl
spienee disciplines. Hawever, daspile this polzoial, until
recanrly the anthenpelogy of detmocracy tas been & munsiny!
tapie ot stidy. Indesd, udbropalegy hae nut only filad o
generate thoogiaphie studice of ‘democrecs,’ but i hag alsa
Failed 1 peov idew vriligque ol the Cnenmsalizm thariz corailed
ur much of e thearizing abomr demecracy, Universalistic
and medormiar misconeepions aboul dempcraizud on
procesees and the azsuned homorensily and srade nanre of
cultiiee are sUll cormmuonplace i comparative palitics wl
pulivcsl soieno.

Fullowing the dacolanizaricn periad, anthropolaiEiss
produced sthnographic accocunte: of how democracy was
stk ling i Failing b weork) W the e indenendent countrics
s Gesite 1903 ) Inthiz contest democrecy was crngiders
it upverssl pelicical femm. and an indicator of moderwily and
PIUETEES. I rocent yoars aovermme il deances, NGOs, and
meernational crganizations have peomcied democracy 1= the
panaccs ror eevoloping eovnlies fees Paley 208123 Thesc
arganirations oflen focws vn promodang Mmoo and i eations
and goud governunoe. In enday’s palirical disconrse
lemrimacy” is widaly considered the anly lagitioe political
reqime. Mainstream political studies which ey Lo mako sonse
al demacratizarion provesses have therelore alren heen
trappesd in this moklecime] marmailave.

Cnly in the lest decade have antheopoloaiss beaun wowm
chairt amentian ta formal polilca s lilutions end b macra-
pelities] aveds of nrjuicy. Many al the curment ethnozraphic
msights vn the working of demacracy in ditferent seliloe:

3z

huve smereed as parrot discussions ahout “the s, “posd

conmTaumiarn regimes’ post-aalonialism, wod Givil sociely
Hersrowver fow Bive been the slindies which dirsctle addroess
deiuoeriey ws an object of ecbnogruphic enguing. Hhstafions
aboul” how demnoracy has come 0 be goderstom] wnd
practiced in lacgl conexts can e foeund in the work ol
Gutmann-in Mexzico, Paley’s study of Chilsan democracy,
and Schiomer’s worl on Guatemalan politicz and themilitnyg

Trom the 19508 o i sarly 19808 antbwopolosises, did net
s Tl arrertion fo demoeratic polilice 100 5n Lanka, During
thaiz poriod they produced o luree budy of Hierature on
kinships, Lo tenoes, villags and arbean Baddhismn, caste and
vural vhingz, With some notewerthy exeaprions fe.g., Mauziel
Rohinsen 19750, swdics an the politics of democracy have
penerally failed o exploding locul politics sthnngraphicsl by

In the last decade aachropoloezisis, iocigusd by the
prenomennn of Sinhala Boddhist setiooadizm and by the
sthoic 1saue, went hack o the study el politics in 50 Lunku.
Imporfancly thiz new fitzraruee e the anthropolooe n
domacraey deawes aliention o the datly lives and palitical
simagles of people lving in non-elite seetnrs of soclety.

Lt in this conext that we need o understond Jonachan
spencer s semimal vk Andlvopcloey, Palitics, and the Staze;
Chewirogeny and Wolenee tn South Asia (2007, Tonarkan
apencer s professor of the anthropology of South Aot o
e Unpversity nf HEdinhurgh, Prioe 1o tlis book. s published
barcks include & Sl Village fn g Time aof Trealde: Bntitics
ard Chadige in Reered Sei Lonibia (VR N1 Lok Aisiors
avied the Roods of Conflier 19000 Ereeyetopsedinal Sociol and
Caudinvrad Anifriprin oy (co-edited wich Alan Barwand, 19907
wod Tl Comalitions of Liswening: Py om Reliton, o
ardd Feodfiieg in Seeh Ao feacdied with C, T Fuller, 1098],

I Awitpodanry, Padizon, and the Stioos, Bpencer argoes 1
the modern insticacinns of overnmenst o posi-colunial
conaties ave Besn undersiudied dus w b presumcd
“tranzparaney’ and foreign arigin (20070 Aceordine by, since
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dernovricy orzinales e the Wesd, 1ls lsrprekiaan o pusl-
cirlomiil slaitey has boen comsidersd essenbal s midur o these
in the West and henes anchropologically jrrclzean: and
mfcHegtaally unehallenging (20N 310 However, thecagh his
et raphical C1900, 2007 study of il electoral politcs
i sm Lanke, he shews bove democruey has dillerens rocanings
tor ditfoont seetionz of soeiony

Building on the Mndings of this rescarch, Jis ook offers 4
neraway nlanelvzing the relatinnship betwess culors and
polifics, with spocta| stontion to domocracy. natinnalism, the
sfarz-and policical vinlone? in 81 Lanka and India, in
pairicilan and South Asiz ingenial. Thizs ook conceims the
winy aiewhuch the polilicizabion of caliuns bus destabilized
anthropsdeiss' assurmptions about coltural dilfferencs: and
the language thow use oo malk abaot it Bot it alzo concemns
the weay politics eporaes in dittoronr cultoral avd Wistorical
combeRts and praposss Anlrepaioeise o s thenss Jves
from 1 redustionizt medels of 2 paliical, wiich daronls
tave avisdeery wriiing.

For Spencer, e e vwe aspecls e definiion of the
puliticul; "eapressive sl perlorenaive ax e instrusnentul;
aml the Sdenurmic free of the political. This bonk gquin
comvincely wddress bath aspects of “political” in the coltural
comtzxrs et honch Asta which have beaocun Owoual elagamly
ciafted eizhi cliplers paneely: The Strange Death ol Falitical
Anthrepulory: Locuting the Political; Cultore, Mation. and
Misary; Porlorming Bemocrcy: States and Porsang; Tle
Sratzand Vialorce: Ploralizm n Theors, Thymbsm o Fricis,
and Prlitics and Counter-palilics
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Thowerh these eieht chapiersars egoally rmporiil o
understunding “other peaple’™s poalitics,” the. perlormadtive
sapect of demaersey - which Spencer explaing in chaprer four
5,00y vics gquine faseinating. What kind of chicst da
antlicapatugists labs democravy’ 1o be? They cun
svelemubicille =xamine the pap botwesn the proouse of
l‘l"[IIJ'HT docisien-making and the stark roulity ol
dEscmpas et and 'm]..w-n Acmooned Hme ot inguies
vl be opy the echinoloay of democracy the rituals,
provedures, wd maierial coliore of e balla. A thisd ista
feveas Lo culloeal tphcations of demoe s precedues ool
ideds as they ure received m different conlesls. According
to Spencer meddern demaocragics hinge on the idea af
repaesen bt o e vne pecsvn stowdine Dor o mucl Locesr
croupol peepls making the decizivns they” milghl expect o
make ud thay beon consulted. And the mysterinns link
hetwzen Tepresentativie and representod 8 estahlishee aad
venewed incrinisl feres tvongh cleetinns, He p*r:-pma riar
the idea of clections ts bast niwdersioad as otual aotions el
Lt ielriinenta] (2007781 500 Spencsr acguss Lhat
electans; hke other so-called polmical mtaels, wre noe
cpiphenomenul tethe world of real palivics. Eatheor, ther e
aracisl sites for the production and reproduction of e
petitical, This is o esciiog ok [or paolidcal scienlistes,
sectolizrists and antheepelomsts, bul students und schnlars
Frow orher disciplings woild atan ko impeessod by the
CORVICTICN 1) Sponsor’s arauents and he divarsiy ol

athmagrplie aod ciss studiss, [l
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