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a quality. which pervades all the levels of a social formation.
Hollowing this Tine of reasoning, we witness the dissolution of the
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peity buargeois forcos with naionafise overtones..... More accu-
rately, hie is interested in notions of countinmity and discontinuty
before 1936 and aller, by payine particulor attention 1o the changes
in the econamic struciure, class contradictions and alllances,
ideclogy, culttre and forms of expression of the state and regime.
-Eds. Susanka Perern, Newron Gunasinghe: Selecred Essavs, page21,
publised by SSA, Sri Lanka, 1996,
lemphases added ]
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Capitalism is o system that constantly approaches its own limits

while at the same time dafering them, overcoming them by their

reproduction on & lnrge seale,

Capitalismworks by breaking downsocial codes and territorialities,

replacing thase with an “axiomatic system”, the fundamental axiom

of which is that everything we subject 1o the laws of miarket

exchange. Deterritorialization on the one plane is accom panied by

reterritorialization on the other™.”

- page 126.
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That thercis an inpartant con-
nection’ between capitalism and de-
macracy 15 perbaps also obvious,
though 1t might have been altogether
pussible tw lose sight of this ‘connec-
tion” if you were an English woman
mying 1o elect o Member of Parlia-
mentin 1913, or 8 German Commu-
TSt iryVing lu raise yourvoicein 1933,
or an Afro-American trying, in 1953,
to buy a cup of eoifes across most
cuumters in the Invely cardlingng
Narthor Sputh, In other words, thera
iy a connection between metropoli-
tan capitalism and meteopalitan da-
mocmcy, thomgh even (A connec-
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most of the histary of capital, only for
those who were male, white and tory.

Ruather, there would sppear o
hiea negative connection between capi-
talism and democracy in the periph-
ery. I hemore these countrizs ure inte-
grated into global capitalism, the e
despotic their states have become.
The fascist, the Honapartist, the mili-
tary-dictatorial may he. as is said in
western Marxisn ', the ‘exceptional’
forms of the state in the metropales; in
the periphery, these are the normal,
the generalized forms.”

_ mtda, S0, PT-08-10 |
- Anjie Ahmiad, Lineages of the
presenr,page 30, Published by Tuliks,
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“the ability 1o see at nnce from inside and cul is o greal thing, b picce of
good fortune which the indigenous writer cannot enjoy’
- A Dangerous Art Form, Third World Book Review, Yol.1, Nol
(Londen 1984) i
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As formulations of this kind become the manifest common sanse of the
metropolianintelhgennsin, dutifully reproduced in the literary productions and
provouncements of 'third world intellectuals’ located within that milicu, oo
waonder what these caltural positions-the idea of erfgin being & mere 'myth’ |
the doubleness Of amving ut an cxcess of belonging by not belonging; the
project of miniag the resource and raw material of ‘Third Warld Literature” for
archs val weeumuolation and genernce classalicstion i the metropolitanuniversity-
might hitve 1o do with this age of late capitalism in which the most powerful
capitalist firms, originating in particular imperialist countries hut commanding
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global investments and networks of wansper and communication, proclaim

themaslves 1o be the multinationdls and transnationals-as if their origins in the

USA or UK were amers myth, as if therr ability 10 acoumulate surplus-value

fram a duzen contries or more were none other than an excess of belonging.
Adjar, Ahmad, In Theory, Verso 1992, page 130,
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The country 10 this story {5 mot Pakisian, or ool gquie. There are Two
countries, real and fictional. ., My story, my Reaonal country exists, like
myselt, ar & slight anple 1o realitv, | have found this off-centering 1o be
necessary. .~Shame, (New=York: Random House, 1984, Page 24)
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If ane has: ‘known Pakizstan for a long tme” and yet because of circum-
stante, ‘learned” itonly 'by slices’ the question naturally arises: which “slices™
has one chosen to ‘leam” 7 For, it we do not choose our own *hits” of material
realily, those *bits” will then be chosen farus by cur class origin, easte origin,
zivil origin, the circuits of our friendships and desires, our ways of spending our
leisure time, our jobs, our literary predilections, our poliical affiliations.or lack
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of them. There arc no natural ‘bits', nol éven of nol-knowing. |Sentences
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